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UNICEF’s Key Response with Partners in 2017 

 

UNICEF Sector 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulative 
Results* 

Sector 
Target 

Cumulative 
Results 

Nutrition: children under 5 with SAM admitted 
into the integrated management of acute 
malnutrition programme 

78,925 59,446 78,925 59,446 

Nutrition: children under 5 with MAM admitted 
into the integrated management of acute 
malnutrition programme 

194,656 114,090 194,656 114,090 

Health: Children under 5 accessing an 
integrated package of interventions, including 
for the management of diarrheal diseases 

780,000 339,971   

WASH: People gain permanent access to 7.5-
15 l/p/d of safe water for drinking, cooking and 
personal hygiene 

650,000 450,089 753,696 938,535 

Child Protection: Most vulnerable children are 
provided with access to protection services, 
including case management, psychosocial 
care and access to child-friendly spaces 

30,000 17,159 139,000 17,159 

Education: Children aged 3 to 18 years 
affected by crises accessing formal and non-
formal education opportunities 

288,000  179,875 485,126 171,788 

HIV: Children, adolescents, pregnant and 
lactating mothers previously on HIV related 
care and treatment continue to receive ART in 
Kakuma Refugee Camp and the host 
community of Turkana West 

90,000 82, 676   

 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

Highlights  
 
 WHO has declared Kenya on alert due to high risk of contamination from the 

Marburg outbreak in Uganda and the Plague outbreak in Madagascar, 
Preparedness and preventive actions are ongoing.  

 The Nurses’ strike was officially called off on 2nd November. 

 In 2017, a total of 339,971 children have benefitted from health services 
through emergency teams and campaigns to mitigate the negative effects of 
the nurse’s trike on health coverage.   

 From 1 January to 30 September 2017, a total of 59,446 severely 
malnourished children (75.3% of annual target) and 114,090 moderately 
malnourished children (58.6% of annual target) have been admitted for 
treatment.   

 During the reporting period, 215,737 people in Baringo, Garissa, Marsabit, 
Samburu, Turkana, Tana River and Wajir Counties gained permanent access 
to safe water through repair of boreholes. 

 The Kenya 2017 HAC appeal has a funding gap of 38% and without additional 

funding, UNICEF will be unable to optimally support the drought emergency 

response and mitigate the risks for children. 

 

4 November 2017 
 

3.4 million 

People are food insecure 
(2017 Long Rains Assessment, August 2017) 

 

3.5 million  

People are in urgent need of safe 
drinking water (Ministry of Water and Irrigation, 

June 2017) 
 

1.6 million  
Children are food insecure 

(2017 Long Rains Assessment, June 2017) 
 

104,614 
Children under 5 in need of SAM 

treatment (Nutrition SMART Surveys, July 2017, 

total caseload) 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
*Funds available include funding received against 

current appeal as well as carry-forward from the 
previous year (US$7.2 million, which includes US$2.8 
million for the refugee response). 

 
          

UNICEF HAC Appeal 2017 

US$ 42,435,000 
 

UNICEF/2017/Oloo 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
After 150 days of the nurses’ national strike which begun on 5th June 2017, the Nurses union officially called off the strike 
on 2nd November 2017 and ordered resumption of duties by all the nurses. The strike has been affecting routine and 
emergency health, HIV and nutrition services across the country, negatively impacting the health sector indicators 
especially for maternal and child health. The union has signed a return-to-work agreement with the Council of Governors 
and the resolution of the crisis has been positively received  by all stakeholders. 
 
WHO has declared Kenya on alert due to high risk of contamination from the Marburg outbreak in Uganda and the Plague 
outbreak in Madagascar. The Ministry of Health has started preparedness actions including Marburg alerts, training, 
identification of isolation facilities and heightened surveillance in counties bordering Uganda. One suspected Marburg case 
in Kitale, Trans Nzoia County tested negative for both Ebola and Marburg by the Kenya Medical Research Institute, and 
contact tracing process is ongoing. The Ministry of Health (MoH) has confirmed a new measles outbreak in IFO2, Dadaab 
refugee camp, with three cases confirmed. According to the latest MoH disease outbreak situation report, Marsabit County 
has reported an outbreak of Malaria, with 1257 total reported cases and 25 deaths (Case Fatality Rate of 1.9%). Seven 
counties currently have active cholera outbreaks: Nairobi, Kajiado, Garissa, Embu, Kirinyaga, Muranga and Turkana.  From 
1st January 2017, 3,518 cases have been reported, resulting in 66 deaths (Case Fatality Rate of 1.9%). See illustratration 
below:   
 
Cholera in Kenya 

   
 
The Kenya Meteorological Department reports that most parts of the country have experienced the onset of the short rains 
season and by the end of October, localised floods in Turkana and Isiolo counties resulted in 451 households affected and 
75 households displaced in Isiolo.  In early November, significant amounts of rainfall were reported in the Northeast and  
Coastal regions.  The month of November is the peak of the rainy season, and most parts of the country are expected to 
continue experiencing seasonal rainfall, though with reduced intensities.  The National Drought Management Authority 
latest report indicates that Isiolo County is worst hit by drought with resulting in severe vegetation deficit. Other counties 
with significant vegetation deficit due to the ongoing drought conditions include Wajir, Marsabit, Kajiado Mandera, Samburu, 
Mwingi, Kitui and Tana River. The northern part of Garissa is still very dry, while the southern part has significantly improved 
due to recent rains.  In several counties, worsening environmental conditions are increasing inter-communal tension. 
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Education partners have also reported increasing water shortages in ASAL counties, especially in Marsabit, Garissa, Isiolo, 
Wajir, Tharaka Nithi and Baringo East where schools are reporting difficulties for preparing school meals due to lack of 
water.   
 
The ongoing vegetation deficit is having have a negative effect on livestock body condition and milk production. Given that 
children in the affected counties rely heavily on milk for their daily nutrition needs, this has a direct negative consequence 
on their nutritional status.  In October, through integrated health and nutrition outreaches,17,639 children were screened in 
Turkana, Baringo, Kajiado, Marsabit, Isiolo, Wajir, West Pokot and Mandera counties, of which 3,441 (19.5%) were 
identified as acutely malnourished, illustrating a slight reduction in the numbers identified from previous months. 
Furthermore, 3,836 pregnant and lactating women were also screened in the same counties, 785 (20.4%) were identified 
as acutely malnourished and admitted to the nutrition programme. The highest number of admissions continue to be 
witnessed in Illeret, North Horr, Marsabit County, moving from alarm to emergency levels on the IMAM Surge threshold. 
SAM admissions increased from 55 cases in September to 111 cases in October, while MAM admissions increased from 
77 cases in September to 352 cases in October. This has been driven in part by inward migration from Ethiopia with most 
of the admissions coming from villages along the border. 
 

Estimated Population in Need of Humanitarian Assistance: 3,400,000 
(Estimates calculated based on Government Long Rains Assessment conducted in July 2017) 

Start of humanitarian response: 10 February 20171 

 Total Male Female 

Total Population in Need 3,400,000 1,666,000 1,734,000 

Children (Under 18) 1,600,000 784,000 816,000 

Children Under Five  510,000 249,900 260,100 

Children 6 to 23 months  204,000 99,960 104,040 

Pregnant and lactating women  204,000 0 204,000 

 

Humanitarian Strategy and Coordination 
The Government of Kenya is leading the drought response at both national and county levels. However, the scale of the 
needs is overwhelming national structures and capacity to respond. The response capacity is also negatively influenced 
by the election campaigns, and by delays incurred by the installation of new local governments in many counties. The 
revised Kenya Drought flash appeal was launched on 7th September 2017. The Appeal calls for US$ 106 million for 
humanitarian response by UN and humanitarian partners between September and December 2017, targeting 1.9 Million 
people across the 11 counties facing the highest levels of malnutrition and food insecurity.  UNICEF is leading sector 
coordination for Nutrition and WASH and co-leading Education and Child Protection sectoral coordination. UNICEF is also 
leading the Garissa and Kisumu humanitarian coordination hubs for election preparedness and response. UNICEF is 
supporting the drought response through technical support to Government and partners, increased partnerships, delivery 
of lifesaving interventions and supplies, and is currently conducting a Real Time Evaluation of the drought response. 
UNICEF is also supporting floods preparedness ahead of the upcoming short rains (October to December) season.  
UNICEF participates in the Inter-Sector Working Group led by UNOCHA and in the Kenya Humanitarian Partnership forum 
led by the UN Resident Coordinator. 
 

UNICEF’s Response with Partners – Summary Programme Response 
  

NUTRITION 
From 1 January to 30th September 2017, 59,446 severely malnourished children (75.3% of annual target) and 114,090 
moderately malnourished children (58.6% of annual target) have been admitted for treatment. In the month of October, 
UNICEF has dispatched 7,796 cartons of Ready-To-Use Therapeutic Food (RUTF) for the treatment of the equivalent 
number of severely malnourished children. UNICEF has further prepositioned over four months’ worth of RUTF with 
KEMSA to ensure an uninterrupted service delivery over the last quarter of 2017 and with current funding levels, the 
pipeline is  secure to June  2018. Blanket supplementary feeding continues in Turkana, Baringo, Marsabit, Mandera and 
Isiolo counties, reaching a total of 116,812 children under five i. n Turkana County, a total of 32,724 children under five in 
Marsabit County and 19,788 children under five in Isiolo County.  UNICEF surge staff support at facility level through 
KRCS partnership continued to mitigate against the effects of the nurses’ strike, which is now resolved.  UNICEF is 
monitoring drought affected counties and maintaining the supply chain and response plan with real-time feedback to 
county governments and partners as needed.  Coordination training and planning for the same is ongoing supported by 
UNICEF as a leadership and governance initiative to support the county nutrition sector ability to plan and organize across 
government departments and partners. On election preparedness, the nutrition sector has prepositioned 2,544 cartons of 
RUTF in partnership with KRCS across their eight hub warehouses countrywide. 
 

                                                        
1 The food security and nutrition situation has deteriorated significantly since the end of 2016, with the President of Kenya declaring a national disaster on 10 February 2017 
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HEALTH 
In October, a total of 107,119 children have benefitted from health services and 12,315 children have been vaccinated 
against measles and rubella through emergency teams and campaigns in mitigation to the effects of the nurses’ strike on 
health coverage, bringing the cumulative total of beneficiaries to 339,971 children.  Another 400,000 children in ten 
drought-affected Counties are targeted with similar support through UNICEF and Kenya Red Cross partnership. In addition, 
a catch-up integrated immunization campaign in two Wajir sub-counties reached over 36,000 children with measles and 
rubella vaccination, of which 950 children were also vaccinated against several other vaccine-preventable diseases. 
UNICEF is continuing to provide technical and logistical support to the Ministry of Health (MoH) and affected Counties in 
disease outbreak preparedness and response, including support to both the Marburg and Cholera taskforces and joint 
missions. The MoH has activated the Marburg contingency plan and has dispatched Personal Protective Equipment 
(PPEs) suits to Uasin Gishu County for response readiness.  In response to a malaria outbreak in ASAL counties, UNICEF 
provided emergency health kits to affected areas within 72 hours and has partnered with MENTOR to rapidly implement 
malaria control measures through mapping of malaria hotspots, Indoor Residual Spraying (IRS) and provision of Long 
Lasting Insecticidal Net (LLINs). Case management of epidemic malaria will also be supported.  In the month of October, 
the number of people reached with door-to-door cholera sensitization campaigns in Nairobi County by Community Health 
Volunteers increased from 106,312 to 213,431, including 417 patients referred by 90 cholera trained community health 
volunteers to three CTCs for further treatment.  
 

HIV  
A total of 9,961 young people were reached with HIV testing services in the reporting period.  For the month of September, 
there was a drop in monthly reporting of expected HIV interventions from 78% to 73% on the national health management 
information systems database, and only 67% were reported on time, which is attributable to the nurses’ strike. Counties 
have continued to make contingent provision for people living with HIV to receive a minimum three-month stock of 
antiretroviral treatment. 
 

WASH 
During the reporting period, 215,737 people in Baringo, Garissa, Marsabit, Samburu, Turkana, Tana River and Wajir 
Counties gained permanent access to safe water through the rehabilitation of boreholes and pipeline extensions with 
UNICEF support. Nairobi County continued to respond to cholera with UNICEF support through distribution of 74,968 
Aqua tabs and 8,213 household level water treatment demonstrations, reaching approximately 41,065 beneficiaries. In 
Nairobi County, a total of 6,771 people were reached with messages on Cholera prevention and hygiene promotion in 
informal settlements through house-to-house visits by Community Health Volunteers and hygiene promoters. More than 
21,000 children in 91 schools were sensitized on cholera and hand washing. With UNICEF’s technical support, the Nairobi 
County Government carried out Cholera and WASH facilities mapping and assessment survey in two sub-counties to 
establish the correlation between the state WASH facilities and cholera cases and evaluate the efficiency of the ongoing 
response. 
 

CHILD PROTECTION 
In the reporting period, a total of 376 (275 boys/101 girls) children, in Dadaab and Kakuma Refugee camps, were provided 
with protection services after being identified as unaccompanied and separated.  Best Interest Assessment process was 
used to identify protection concerns, which included family tracing, foster care for unaccompanied minors and psychosocial 
support.   As part of the family reunification package, a total of 945 drought-affected children (545 girls and 400 boys) who 
have been living on the streets benefitted from dignity kits. With UNICEF support, the Garissa County Department of 
Children Services has conducted a month-long dissemination of child protection messages through local radio stations in 
the local language, with an estimated audience of over 3,000 listeners. The messages have complemented other outreach 
activities in promoting the safety and protection of children in communities affected by drought.  As part of the National 
Child Protection in Emergencies (CPiE) Working Group capacity strengthening strategy, UNICEF facilitated training for 35 
child protection stakeholders, comprising of County Children Officers, National Drought Management Authority and NGO 
staff, which resulted in the revision of the child protection drought response plans to prioritize outreach and provision of 
services to children at risk due to the drought.  

 

EDUCATION 
In the month of October, a total of 22,973 children (12,635 boys and 10,338 girls) have been reached with peace 
messaging through distribution of over 4,000 peace posters, 220 Amani booklets and eightpeace radio talk shows in 
Kisumu, Siaya, Homabay and Migori counties.  In Kakuma/Kalobeyei refugee camp, a total of 7,629 children (3,468 boys, 
4,161 girls) aged between 3 and 6 years old in 7 pre-school centres (4 in Kakuma and 3 Kalobeyei) have benefitted from 
through supply of 200 skipping ropes, 2,000 woven mats and 70 boxes of modelling clay. 168 (127 Male & 41 Female) 
teachers and one Quality Assurance Officer (QASO) in Kalobeyei have been given professional training on teaching 
pedagogy to improve their professional competencies. This training will continue in November for another cohort of 
teachers. UNICEF, through Echo Mobile SMS platform, is disseminating malaria prevention messages to over 41,900 
head teachers in 47 counties, who are sharing them with children and school communities.   
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Cash-based programming 
No change since last report.  

 

Communications for Development (C4D), Community Engagement & Accountability  
In the last week of October, Behaviour Change Communication (BSCC) materials (150,000 poster on how cholera is 
spread, 100,000 fliers on what is cholera, 180,000 posters on critical times for hand washing, 160,000 posters on steps of 
water treatment), were distributed to 17 counties that have reported cholera cases in 2017 to enhance awareness and 
knowledge among the communities with UNICEF support. A total of 13 County Health Promotion Officers (HPOs) from 
Kajiado, Marsabit, Turkana, Narok, Siaya, Kisumu, Busia, Kilifi and Garissa Counties, were oriented in rapid cholera 
communication and were deployed out of their duty stations for seven days, to accelerate behaviour change activities to 
prevent cholera in hot spot areas that have continued high risk behaviour and practices in Kajiado, Nairobi, Garissa and 
Kilifi.  In Kilifi, the rapid cholera response team, are carrying out community dialogue to address social norms attached to 
communal handwashing after eating food and feeding children with dirty water. All the hot spot counties are emphasising 
the message on food handling and water treatment in households and in the communities, including orientation of 
Community Health Volunteers (CHVs) and Community Health Assistances (CHAs) on cholera messaging at sub-county 
levels, as well as distribution of BSCC materials at sub-county levels. 

 

Media and External Communication 
UNICEF Kenya continues to step up communication efforts to raise awareness on the drought and to support advocacy 
and fundraising. A field trip to Garissa County by a KTN television journalist and professional photographer was organized 
in late October to develop stories highlighting UNICEF’s drought response. Significant media coverage of the UNICEF and 
Kenya Red Cross partnership and catch-up campaign to provide critical health services in 11 counties was aired in several 
media outlets as follows: 

 KTN: https://goo.gl/aPrbG3 https://goo.gl/2krggC 

 K24: https://goo.gl/Cz25o6 

 The Star Newspaper: https://goo.gl/QQoPBD 

 A press release and web story on the initiative were also produced and published on KCO’s website: 
https://goo.gl/rijZMr and on Reliefweb: https://goo.gl/fPxrXT 

 

Supply & Logistics 
Due to prioritization of internationally shipped consignments, emergency-related supplies arrived in-country before the 26th 
October elections, ensuring adequate emergence pre-positioning of essential supplies. 

 

Security 
The 26 October 2017 elections were held with minimal disruptions to normal operations.  The security situation across the 
country has remained largely calm. 

 

Funding  
UNICEF requires US$ 42.4 million for its Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) Appeal in Kenya, revised in September 
2017 due to increasing humanitarian needs as a result of the rapidly deteriorating drought situation. This includes US$ 
24.7 million for the drought response, US$ 7.3 million for refugee response and US$ 10.4 million for election preparedness, 
inter-communal conflict, disease outbreaks and flash floods.  
 
In 2017, the Governments of Australia, Germany, Japan, United Kingdom, United States (USAID/Food for Peace, 
USAID/OFDA), European Commission/ECHO, the Netherlands Committee for UNICEF, the Belgian Committee for 
UNICEF, and the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) have generously supported UNICEF’s humanitarian 
response in Kenya. However, the existing HAC appeal still has a funding gap of 38 per cent and without additional funding, 
UNICEF will be unable to optimally support the national drought emergency response, and mitigate the risks of a worsening 
situation for children. To address the most urgent funding gaps of US$ 3 million, UNICEF used the regular resources and 
the internal Emergency Programme Fund loan. 
 

Appeal Sector HAC Requirements Funds available* Funding Gap 

$ % 

WASH 6,100,000 3,464,791 2,635,209 43% 

Education 6,935,000 2,286,573 4,648,427 67% 

Health 5,000,000 3,264,776 1,735,224 35% 

Nutrition 15,500,000 17,528,940 0 0% 

Child Protection  2,000,000 3,237,585 0 0% 

HIV/AIDS 1,500,000 15,283 1,484,717 99% 

Social Protection 4,300,000 150,000 4,150,000 97% 

Cluster/sector coordination 1,100,000 1,113,466 0 0% 

https://goo.gl/aPrbG3
https://goo.gl/2krggC
https://goo.gl/Cz25o6
https://goo.gl/QQoPBD
https://goo.gl/rijZMr
https://goo.gl/fPxrXT
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Total 42,435,000 31,061,413 16,088,578** 38% 
 

*Funds available include funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward from the previous year (US$7.2 million, which includes 
US$2.8 million for the refugee response). 
**The funding gap and funds available do not equal the total HAC requirements as there is a surplus in the following sectors: nutrition, child 
protection and cluster/sector coordination due to multi-year grants (2016 to 2018).  

 
Next SitRep: 6 December 2017 
 

UNICEF Kenya HAC appeal: https://www.unicef.org/appeals/files/2017_Kenya_HAC_rev-Sep.pdf  

Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.UNICEF Kenya Crisis Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFKenya/  

 

 
 

 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

 

Patrizia Di Giovanni 
Deputy Representative 
UNICEF Kenya Country Office 
Tel: +254 705 262285 
Fax: +254 762 2045 
Email: pdigiovanni@unicef.org 
 

Patrick Lavand’homme 
Chief, Field Operations & Emergency  
UNICEF Kenya Country Office 
Tel: ++254-710 602326 
Fax: +254 762 2045 
Email: plavandhomme@unicef.org 

Werner Schultink 
Representative 
UNICEF Kenya Country Office 
Tel: +254 711 946555 
Fax: +254 762 2045 
Email : wschultink@unicef.org 

 
 

https://www.unicef.org/appeals/files/2017_Kenya_HAC_rev-Sep.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFKenya/
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Annex A 
SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 2017

 

 Sector Response  UNICEF and Implementing Partners 

 
Overall 
needs 

 
2017 

Target 
 

Total 
Results 

Change since 
last report 
▲▼ 

 2017 Target  Total Results 
Change since 

last report 
▲▼ 

NUTRITION         

Children under 5 with SAM admitted 
into the integrated management of 
acute malnutrition programme 

104,614 
 

78,925 
 

 
59,446 

 

▲5,446 

 
78,925 

 

 
59,446 

 

▲5,446 

Children under 5 with MAM admitted 
into the integrated management of 
acute malnutrition programme 

378,268 
 

194,656 
 

 
114,090 

 

 

▲11,872 

 

 
194,656 

 

 
114,090 

 

▲11,872 

 

HEALTH        

Children under 5 accessing an 
integrated package of health 
interventions, including for the 
management of diarrhoeal diseases 

    780,000 339,971 

 
 

▲ 107,119 

Children under five vaccinated against 
measles* 

    185,000 124,764 
▲ 48,315 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE 

People gain temporary access to 7.5-
15 l/p/d of safe water for drinking, 
cooking and personal hygiene 

 753,696 1,161,822 ▲41,065 650,000 349,839 ▲41,065 

People gain permanent access to 7.5-
15 l/p/d of safe water for drinking, 
cooking and personal hygiene 

3,500,000 400,000 938,535 ▲215,737 120,000 450,089 ▲215,737* 

People that receive critical WASH-
related information to prevent child 
illness, especially diarrhoea 

 520,000 959,576 ▲27,771 600,000 580,022 ▲27,771 

Children access safe water, sanitation 
and hygiene facilities in their learning 
environment 

 110,000 66,241 No change 110,000 66,241 No change 

CHILD PROTECTION         

Most vulnerable children are provided 
with access to protection services, 
including case management, 
psychosocial care 

206,400 139,000 17,159 ▲ 376 30,000 17,159 ▲ 376 

EDUCATION 

Children aged 3 to 18 years affected by 
crises accessing formal and non-formal 
education opportunities 

860,000 485,126 171,788 ▲ 60,385 288,000 179,788** ▲ 60,308 

HIV and AIDS 

Adolescents have access to HIV, 
sexual and reproductive health and life-
skills education and access to services 
that include testing and treatment 

   

 
 
 
 

90,000 82, 676 ▲9,961 

SOCIAL PROTECTION 

Number of vulnerable households in 
six ASAL counties receive top-up cash 
transfers to help meet basic needs 

   
 

70,000 - -*** 

*  Higher figures reached in the reporting period are due to increased rate of completion of activities and reporting by the partners  
** Total result includes the refugee beneficiaries reached, which are not covered under the Education Sector, but under the Protection Sector under 
UNHCR 
*** Support will focus on providing top-ups to the most vulnerable households.  Beneficiary numbers will be reported in subsequent sitreps. 
 
 

 
 


