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UNICEF’s Key Response with Partners in 2017 

 

UNICEF Sector 

UNICEF 

Target 

Cumulative 

Results* 

Sector 

Target 

Cumulative 

Results 

Nutrition: children under 5 with SAM admitted 
into the integrated management of acute 
malnutrition programme 

78,925 54,000 78,925 54,000 

Nutrition: children under 5 with MAM admitted 
into the integrated management of acute 
malnutrition programme 

194,656 102,218 194,656 102,218 

Health: Children under 5 accessing an 
integrated package of interventions, including 
for the management of diarrheal diseases 

780,000 232,852   

WASH: People gain permanent access to 7.5-
15 l/p/d of safe water for drinking, cooking and 
personal hygiene 

650,000 234,352 753,696 722,798 

Child Protection: Most vulnerable children are 
provided with access to protection services, 
including case management, psychosocial 
care and access to child-friendly spaces 

30,000 16,783 139,000 16,783 

Education: Children aged 3 to 18 years 
affected by crises accessing formal and non-
formal education opportunities 

288,000  119,490 485,126 111,403 

HIV: Children, adolescents, pregnant and 
lactating mothers previously on HIV related 
care and treatment continue to receive ART in 
Kakuma Refugee Camp and the host 
community of Turkana West 

90,000 72,715   

 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

Highlights  
 From 1 January to 31 August 2017, a total of 54,000 severely malnourished 

children (68.4% of annual target) and 102,218 moderately malnourished 
children (52.5% of annual target) have been admitted for treatment.   

 UNICEF has received USD 3.75 Million from USAID/Food for Peace to 

support the treatment of severely malnourished children in the reporting 

period. 

 A total of 1,528 drought-affected children (682 girls and 846 boys) 

benefitted from child protection services in Baringo, Garissa, Marsabit, 

Turkana, Wajir and West Pokot Counties during the reporting period.  

 During the reporting period, 59,164 people in Marsabit, Turkana and Tana 

River Counties gained permanent access to safe water. 

 Currently, six Counties have active Cholera outbreaks: Nairobi, Machakos, 
Kajiado, Garissa, Nakuru and Vihiga. Between 15 and 26 September, 87 
new cases and one death were reported, with Nairobi County alone 
reporting 51 new cases. 

 The Kenya 2017 HAC appeal has a funding gap of 38% and without 

additional funding, UNICEF will be unable to optimally support the drought 

emergency response, and mitigate the risks of a worsening situation for 

children. 

 

29 September 2017 
 

3.4 million 

People are food insecure 
(2017 Long Rains Assessment, August 2017) 

 

3.5 million  

People are in urgent need of safe 
drinking water (Ministry of Water and Irrigation, 

June 2017) 
 

1.6 million  
Children are food insecure 

(2017 Long Rains Assessment, June 2017) 
 

104,614 
Children under 5 in need of SAM 

treatment (Nutrition SMART Surveys, July 2017, 

total caseload) 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
*Funds available include funding received against 

current appeal as well as carry-forward from the 
previous year (US$7.2 million, which includes US$2.8 
million for the refugee response). 

 
         *The Government has not set sector drought targets for WASH. For permanent access to water the 

population in need in the 23 ASAL counties is taken as the sector target. 

UNICEF HAC Appeal 2017 

US$ 42,435,000 
 

TdH/2017/Hassan 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
Kenya has experienced Cholera outbreaks across 31 Counties since December 2014 to date.  A total number of 17,942 
of cases and 269 deaths reported with a Case Fatality Rate of 1.5 per cent.  

 
 
According to Ministry of Health disease outbreak situation reports, 18 counties have been affected by cholera in 2017.  
A total of 2,996 cases with 55 deaths (Case Fatality Rate of 1.8%) were reported by 26 September as illustrated below:  

 
Currently, six Counties have active Cholera outbreaks:  Nairobi, Machakos, Kajiado, Garissa, Nakuru and Vihiga, with 
Nairobi representing 59% of the national caseload. Between 15 and 26 September, 87 new cases and one death were 
reported, with Nairobi County alone reporting 51 new cases. 
 
Clinical officers, pharmaceutical technologists and lab technicians have also joined the ongoing nurses’ strike which has 
now lasted over 100 days, further affecting the public health sector crisis. Some county governments have given a one-
week ultimatum to the striking nurses to return to work, failure to which will lead to dismissals being undertaken and new 
recruitments conducted.   
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FEWSNET food security outlook indicates that the electioneering period has affected food availability in remote rural areas 
as market operations have slowed down and humanitarian assistance deliveries have been curtailed. High malnutrition 
outcomes persist, and overall, the majority of poor households in pastoral areas are facing Crisis (IPC Phase 3) outcomes.  
This long rains (March to May) harvest beginning at the end of September is projected to be 20 to 30 percent below 
average, which will result in a significant supply shortfall. This is likely to keep staple food prices persistently above five-
year averages across the country, further constraining household food access. 

 
Estimated Population in Need of Humanitarian Assistance: 3,400,000 
(Estimates calculated based on Government number of people in need of food assistance due to the drought as per Long 
Rains Assessment of July 2017) 
Start of humanitarian response: 10 February 20171 

 Total Male Female 

Total Population in Need 3,400,000 1,666,000 1,734,000 

Children (Under 18) 1,600,000 784,000 816,000 

Children Under Five  510,000 249,900 260,100 

Children 6 to 23 months  204,000 99,960 104,040 

Pregnant and lactating women  204,000 0 204,000 

Add any additional context specific data N/A   

 
The Kenya Meteorological Department has reported that early onset of the short rains (October to December) season has 
been recorded in the coast region and the highlands west of the Rift Valley, with heavy to very heavy rains over the Coastal 
region, parts of rift valley and parts of southeast lowlands. A floods warning has been issued for Mombasa, Kilifi, Tana 
River, Taita-Taveta and Kwale counties. 
 
A rapid assessment in Baringo County by World Vision has indicated that inter-communal conflict due to the drought has 
led to continued closure of some schools and displacement of 146 families in Makutani and 60 in Tangulbei areas with 
their children having to attend classes at distantly located schools e.g. at Losapurur and Eldume that are about 20 KMs 
away from displacement camps. This has caused congestion in host schools that have taken in the 350 affected children. 
 

Humanitarian Strategy and Coordination 
The Government of Kenya is leading the drought response at both national and county levels. However, the scale of the 
needs is overwhelming national structures and capacity to respond. The response capacity is also negatively influenced 
by the election campaigns, and by delays incurred by the installation of new local governments in many counties. The 
revised Kenya Drought flash appeal was launched on 7th September 2017. The Appeal calls for US$ 106 million for 
humanitarian response by UN and humanitarian partners between September and December 2017, targeting 1.9 Million 
people across the 11 counties facing the highest levels of malnutrition and food insecurity. 
 
UNICEF is leading sector coordination for Nutrition and WASH and co-leading Education and Child Protection sectoral 
coordination. UNICEF is also leading the Garissa and Kisumu humanitarian coordination hubs for election preparedness 
and response. The new election date is now planned for 26 October 2017. UNICEF is supporting the drought response 
through technical support to Government and partners, increased partnerships, delivery of lifesaving interventions and 
supplies. UNICEF is also supporting floods preparedness ahead of the upcoming enhanced short rains (October to 
December) season. 
 
UNICEF participates in the Inter-Sector Working Group led by UNOCHA and in the Kenya Humanitarian Partnership forum 
led by the UN Resident Coordinator. 
 

UNICEF’s Response with Partners – Summary Programme Response 
  

NUTRITION 
From 1 January to 31 August 2017, a total of 54,000 severely malnourished children (68.4% of annual target) and 102,218 
moderately malnourished children (52.5% of annual target) have been admitted for the treatment. In September, UNICEF 
has dispatched 3,244 cartons of Ready-To-Use Therapeutic Food (RUTF) for the treatment of an equivalent number of 
children with severe acute malnutrition. With the recent funding received by UNICEF from USAID Food for Peace, the 
RUTF pipeline is now secure to mid-2018.  With the continuing negative impact of the nurses’ strike, UNICEF and partners 
are supporting the Ministry of Health with strategies to increase access to services, such as linking Blanket Supplementary 
Feeding Programme (BSFP) with the management of acute malnutrition and technical support with surge staff. 
Consequently, the majority of the outreaches planned for the reporting period in Turkana, Wajir, Garissa and Marsabit 
counties have been conducted. Preparations for a series of surveys across nine drought-affected counties by is underway, 
aiming to measure the positive impact of outreaches on coverage. As part of the systems strengthening approach by 
UNICEF, Kwale, Kilifi, Lamu, Taita Taveta and Mombasa counties have been sensitized on nutrition supply chain 

                                                        
1 The food security and nutrition situation has deteriorated significantly since the end of 2016, with the President of Kenya declaring a national disaster on 10 February 2017 
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integration and Logistics Management Information System (LMIS) and are expected to receive supplies through the Kenya 
Medical Supplies Authority (KEMSA) system beginning October 2017, this brings the total number of benefitting counties 
to 12. Further support is planned for Garissa, Wajir, Samburu, Isiolo and Tana River counties by November 2017.  
 

HEALTH 
UNICEF continues to play a technical oversight role to the Ministry of Health and partners weekly cholera task force 
meetings which coordinate and guide the response activities. Through UNICEF and Kenya Red Cross partnership for 
cholera response, a total of 106,312 people (25,290 Male and 30,686 Female), of which 50,336 are children) have been 
reached through door-to-door cholera sensitization campaigns, focusing on health-seeking behaviour and prevention.  
Through UNICEF support to the ongoing integrated health outreach services across six drought-affected counties (Wajir, 
Samburu, Turkana, Garissa, Marsabit and Mandera), an additional 24,943 children under five have been treated for 
childhood illnesses, including diarrhoeal disease. A total of 12,315 children under five have also benefitted from 
vaccination against measles through the health outreaches. 
 

HIV  
Prevention, care and treatment interventions for HIV in Turkana County continue to be affected by the nationwide nurses’ 
strike. While 78% of the expected HIV interventions were reported on the national health management information systems 
database for the month of August, only 62% were reported on time. In this reporting period, 13,088 young people aged 10 
to 24 years were reached with HIV testing services, a third of whom were aged 14 years and younger. As part of the 
election preparedness and in view of the ongoing nurses’ strike, counties continue to make provision for people living with 
HIV to receive a minimum three-month stock of antiretroviral treatment. 
 

WASH 
During the reporting period, a total of 59,164 people in Marsabit, Turkana and Tana River benefited from permanent 
access to safe water through the rehabilitation of 24 boreholes with UNICEF support. In addition, 50,824 people were 
reached with temporary access to safe water through household water treatment. About 133,061 people received critical 
WASH related information through hygiene promotion activities including those aimed at cholera prevention. Over 42,000 
school-going children were reached with WASH interventions including distribution of hygiene kits and hand washing 
sensitization. With UNICEF support, cholera response in Nairobi County is ongoing with more than 1,516,735 Aqua tabs 
distributed and over 121,035 household level water treatment demonstrations performed. More than 614,277 people have 
been reached so far with messages on Cholera prevention and hygiene promotion in informal settlements through house-
to-house visits by Community Health Volunteers and hygiene promoters. More than 50,000 children in 202 schools have 
also been sensitized on cholera and hand washing since the outbreak begun. 

 

CHILD PROTECTION 
A total of 1,528 children (846 boys and 682 girls), including 67 refugee children (49 boys/18 girls) in Kakuma refugee 
camps were reached with protection services through UNICEF’s support to the Department of Children Services and 
partners during the reporting period. Amongst them, 160 separated children (89 boys and 71 girls) were reunified with 
their family members. Following radio messages in three local radio stations in Garissa, Turkana and West Pokot Counties 
on the protection needs of children displaced by drought, 46 children (25 boys and 21 girls) were rescued from the streets 
in West Pokot and were referred to health services, while 1,255 (696 boys and 559 girls) vulnerable children received 
psychosocial support. Four boys in Turkana County aged six to eight years were rescued from child labour and placed in 
temporary care as family-based solutions are addressed. The police arraigned the employer in court with the charge of 
economically exploiting children. Additionally, 4,716 children benefitted through group psychosocial sessions in 14 primary 
schools in the six child protection target counties for drought response. UNICEF participated in cross border meeting 
convened by UNHCR in Dadaab. The meeting addressed child protection concerns arising from the voluntary repatriation 
of children to Somalia, with the Somalia government officials pledging to provide enabling environment for safe return and 
reintegration of returning children. 

 

EDUCATION 
During the reporting period, UNICEF and partners have provided technical support to Kisumu, Siaya, Homabay and Migori 
counties in disseminating radio peace messages reaching approximately 12,000 (49% girls) children, and school peace 
club activities aimed at promoting peace and cohesion are ongoing in 42 targeted schools across the four counties. With 
UNICEF support, 20 girls in Turkana and 350 girls in Marsabit have benefitted from mentorship under the out-of-school 
programme, leading to retention in school. With UNICEF support, approximately 120 children in Wajir County are 
benefitting from the renovation of three class rooms and two latrines which has greatly contributed to improving their 
learning environment.   
 
The capacity of 20 mobile school teachers in Turkana on multi-grade and gender responsive pedagogy was enhanced 
through training.  A total of 320 (70 female) School Boards of Management members from 64 schools in Wajir County 
were also trained on strategies to mobilize out-of-school children and to increase school retention. In collaboration with 
UNHCR and partners, UNICEF has facilitated a workshop for 22 partners on Alternative Education (AEP) programme 
approaches.  
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Cash-based programming 
With UNICEF support, the Ministry of East African Communities, Labour and Social Protection (MEACLSP) has initiated 
the registration of 10,000 new households in 10 counties (Isiolo, Garissa, Lamu, Mandera, Marsabit, Samburu, Tana River, 
Turkana, Wajir and West Pokot) into their Social Protection Single Registry Database starting in October 2017. The single 
registry is used to register, target and enroll potential beneficiaries for the national social protection safety net called “Inua 
Jamii,” a comprehensive social protection programme consolidating the four major Government of Kenya Cash Transfer 
(CT) programmes which include CT-Orphans and Vulnerable Children, CT-Older Persons, CT-People with Severe 
Disabilities and the Hunger Safety Net Programme. The additional data collected will be used to assess the vulnerabilities 
faced by these households and will guide the kind of support and complementary services they need, especially for the 
ongoing drought and upcoming floods emergency response. 
 

Communications for Development (C4D), Community Engagement & Accountability  
No change since last report.  

 

Media and External Communication 
UNICEF Kenya continues to step up communication efforts to raise awareness on the drought and to support advocacy 
and fundraising. A media mission to Turkana by the Italian Natcom was organized to produce a TV insert to air in November 
on RAI 1, to fundraise and create awareness on the drought.  The dissemination of a Press Release on the launch of The 
State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World, raised overall media coverage of the drought emergency through stories 
that highlighted the Kenyan context and UNICEF’s response.  

 Citizen TV- prime time feature on Sunday Live https://youtu.be/jcs3Ri8ipSM 

 Reuters  https://goo.gl/S45Kcr 

 Xinhua  https://goo.gl/zvT1nX 

 Star https://goo.gl/52DDeh 
 

Supply & Logistics 
Prioritization of internationally shipped consignments is being done to ensure that emergency-related supplies arrive in-
country before the new elections date. 

 

Security 
The new elections date has been postponed from 17 to 26 October 2017.  The election period continues to be largely 
peaceful with minimal disruptions to normal operations.  The security situation across the country has generally remained 
calm. 

 

Funding  
UNICEF requires US$ 42.4 million for its Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) Appeal in Kenya, revised in September 
2017 due to increasing humanitarian needs as a result of the rapidly deteriorating drought situation. This includes US$ 
24.7 million for the drought response, US$ 7.3 million for refugee response and US$ 10.4 million for election preparedness, 
inter-communal conflict, disease outbreaks and flash floods.  
 
In 2017, the Governments of Australia, Germany, Japan, United Kingdom, United States (USAID/Food for Peace, 
USAID/OFDA), European Commission/ECHO, the Netherlands Committee for UNICEF, the Belgian Committee for 
UNICEF, and the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) have generously supported UNICEF’s humanitarian 
response in Kenya, with $3.75 million most recently received from USAID Food for Peace to support nutrition emergency 
response. However, the existing HAC appeal still has a funding gap of 38 per cent and without additional funding, UNICEF 
will be unable to optimally support the national drought emergency response, and mitigate the risks of a worsening situation 
for children. To address the most urgent funding gaps of US$ 3 million, UNICEF used the regular resources and the 
internal Emergency Programme Fund loan. 
 

Appeal Sector HAC Requirements Funds available* Funding Gap 

$ % 

WASH 6,100,000 3,464,791 2,635,209 43% 

Education 6,935,000 2,286,573 4,648,427 67% 

Health 5,000,000 3,264,776 1,735,224 35% 

Nutrition 15,500,000 17,528,940 0 0% 

Child Protection  2,000,000 3,237,585 0 0% 

HIV/AIDS 1,500,000 15,283 1,484,717 99% 

Social Protection 4,300,000 150,000 4,150,000 97% 

Cluster/sector coordination 1,100,000 1,113,466 0 0% 

Total 42,435,000 31,061,413 16,088,578** 38% 
 

https://youtu.be/jcs3Ri8ipSM
https://goo.gl/S45Kcr
https://goo.gl/zvT1nX
https://goo.gl/52DDeh
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*Funds available include funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward from the previous year (US$7.2 million, which includes 
US$2.8 million for the refugee response). 
**The funding gap and funds available do not equal the total HAC requirements as there is a surplus in the following sectors: nutrition, child 
protection and cluster/sector coordination due to multi-year grants (2016 to 2018).  

 
Next SitRep: 20 October 2017 
 

UNICEF Kenya HAC appeal: https://www.unicef.org/appeals/files/2017_Kenya_HAC_rev-Sep.pdf  

Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.UNICEF Kenya Crisis Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFKenya/  

 

 
 

 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

 

Patrizia Di Giovanni 
Deputy Representative 
UNICEF Kenya Country Office 
Tel: +254 705 262285 
Fax: +254 762 2045 
Email: pdigiovanni@unicef.org 
 

Patrick Lavand’homme 
Chief, Field Operations & Emergency  
UNICEF Kenya Country Office 
Tel: ++254-710 602326 
Fax: +254 762 2045 
Email: plavandhomme@unicef.org 

Werner Schultink 
Representative 
UNICEF Kenya Country Office 
Tel: +254 711 946555 
Fax: +254 762 2045 
Email : wschultink@unicef.org 

 
 

https://www.unicef.org/appeals/files/2017_Kenya_HAC_rev-Sep.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFKenya/
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Annex A 
SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 2017

 

 Sector Response  UNICEF and Implementing Partners 

 
Overall 
needs 

 
2017 

Target 
 

Total Results 
Change 

since last 
report ▲▼ 

 2017 Target  Total Results 
Change since last 

report ▲▼ 

NUTRITION         

Children under 5 with SAM 
admitted into the integrated 
management of acute 
malnutrition programme 

104,614 
 

78,925 
 

 
54,000 

 
▲ 3,453 

 
78,925 

 

 
54,000 

 
▲ 3,453 

Children under 5 with MAM 
admitted into the integrated 
management of acute 
malnutrition programme 

378,268 
 

194,656 
 

 
102,218 

 

 
▲ 7,367 

 

 
194,656 

 

 
102,218 

 

 
▲ 7,367 

 

HEALTH        

Children under 5 accessing an 
integrated package of health 
interventions, including for the 
management of diarrhoeal 
diseases 

    780,000 232,852 

 
 

▲ 24,943 

Children under five vaccinated 
against measles* 

    185,000 76,449 
▲12,315 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE 

People gain temporary access 
to 7.5-15 l/p/d of safe water for 
drinking, cooking and personal 
hygiene 

 753,696 1,120,757 ▲50,824 650,000 308,774 ▲50,824 

People gain permanent access 
to 7.5-15 l/p/d of safe water for 
drinking, cooking and personal 
hygiene 

3,500,000 400,000 722,798 ▲59,164 120,000 234,352 ▲59,164 

People that receive critical 
WASH-related information to 
prevent child illness, especially 
diarrhoea 

 520,000 931,805 ▲133,061 600,000 552,251 ▲133,061 

Children access safe water, 
sanitation and hygiene facilities 
in their learning environment 

 110,000 66,241 ▲42,007 110,000 66,241 ▲42,007 

CHILD PROTECTION         

Most vulnerable children are 
provided with access to 
protection services, including 
case management, psychosocial 
care 

206,400 139,000* 16,783 ▲ 1,528 30,000 16,783 ▲ 1,528 

EDUCATION 

Children aged 3 to 18 years 
affected by crises accessing 
formal and non-formal education 
opportunities 

860,000 485,126 111,403 ▲ 12,490 288,000 119,480** ▲ 12,490 

HIV and AIDS 

Adolescents have access to HIV, 
sexual and reproductive health 
and life-skills education and 
access to services that include 
testing and treatment 

   

 
 
 
 

90,000 72,715 ▲13,088 

SOCIAL PROTECTION 

Number of vulnerable households 
in six ASAL counties receive top-
up cash transfers to help meet 
basic needs 

   

 

70,000 - -*** 

* Sub-Sector drought response target. 
** Total result includes the refugee beneficiaries reached, which are not covered under the Education Sector, but under the Protection Sector under 
UNHCR 
*** With the funding recently received for Social Protection intervention, targeting and registration of beneficiaries is ongoing and numbers reached will 
be reported in subsequent sitreps. 
 
 

 
 


