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HIGHLIGHTS 
 

General Overview 
 Security incidents in Kenya continue with suspected links to militant groups from Somalia who have 

issued threats against Kenya following the country’s military operation within Somalia which began on 13 
October 2011. 
 On 27 October four education officials killed along the Kenya-Somalia border near the town of 

Mandera.   The grenade and assault rifle attack by unknown assailants was directed at a bus carrying 
officials transporting examination papers to schools between Lafey District and Mandera;   

 On 28 October, a convoy of paramilitary police unit transporting officers from the Kenya-Somalia 
border was blown up using a Remote Controlled Improvised Explosive Device (RCIED) about 85 
kilometers from Dadaab on the Dadaab-Garissa Road.   Four officers were injured, including two with 
serious injuries; 

 On 30 October, the police border post of Ammuma was attacked by assailants using Rifle Propelled 
Grenades (RPGs).  Two grenades did not explode and the police officers escaped with minor injuries; 

 On 1 November, a Kenya military convoy on patrol near the Kenya-Somalia border town of Liboi was 
attacked in a road side ambush; one soldier was shot in the leg. 

 Related to security in the Dadaab refugee camps: 
 Police in Dadaab have recovered four AK47 assault rifles, 16 magazines and 466 rounds of 

ammunitions.  The Government of Kenya (GoK) has pledged to deploy additional police officers to the 
camps; 

 UNICEF is keeping road travel between Garissa and Dadaab camps to a minimum and people 
travelling from Nairobi to Dadaab will travel by air to Dadaab.   

 The man accused of carrying out the two grenade attacks in Nairobi on 24 October was sentenced to life 
in prison. 

 The Kenya Defense Force (KDF) continued its joint military offensive with the Somali Transitional Federal 
Government (TFG) and other Somali allied militias against Islamic militants in southern Somalia.  Kenya 
and Somalia issued a joint appeal for foreign assistance, as Kenyan forces continue to launch air strikes 
in Somalia.   The Kenyan and Somali Prime Ministers asked for an international blockade of the Somali 
port town of Kismayo.  The Inter-Governmental Authority on Development (IGAD), which comprises six 
countries in the Horn of Africa region, welcomed Kenya’s military incursion into Somalia that began on 15 
October 2011, and petitioned the UN Security Council to impose the blockade to counter insurgents. 

 Humanitarian operations have been increasingly restricted, and in some cases decreased, due to this 
increasing insecurity along the Kenya-Somalia border region as detailed above.   

Drought-Affected Areas in Kenya 
 In addition to increased insecurity across Kenya, heavy rains are hampering delivery of humanitarian 

assistance.  
Refugee Response 
 As reported last week, food, water, critical health and nutrition, and limited child protection services 

continue in the Dadaab refugee camps despite the heightened security measures and an agreement to 
limit operations to only essential services.  Temporarily suspended non-essential activities include 
income-generating projects, social services, infrastructural work and transport of asylum-seekers from the 
border to the camps by IOM.  In addition, cessation of registration of new refugees by the Department of 
Refugee Affairs (DRA) has continued this week.  

 Of considerable concern to UNICEF was this week’s decision to close primary schools (grades 1-7) as a 
result of threats made to teachers working in the camps’ schools.  School examinations, which are taking 
place nationwide from 18 October to 14 November 2011, will however continue within the camps under 
tight security.  Those issuing the threats, assumed to be Al-Shabaab (AS) operatives, have indicated that 
they do not support non-Islamic education offered to Somali children and are ready to attack buses 
transporting teachers to the camp schools.     

 UNHCR has reported a significant reduction in the refugee influx into Kenya due to the ongoing military 
campaign between Kenyan forces and AS militants, as well as the onset of rains. 

 

http://www.csmonitor.com/tags/topic/Kenya
http://www.csmonitor.com/tags/topic/Somalia
http://www.csmonitor.com/tags/topic/Raila+Odinga
http://www.csmonitor.com/tags/topic/Kismayo
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EMERGING HUMANITARIAN ISSUES AND NEEDS 

DROUGHT AFFECTED AREAS 
General 
 Insecurity along the Kenya-Somalia border continues to decrease humanitarian space, adversely affecting 

distribution of relief aid to drought-affected Kenyans and refugees alike.  Insecurity is also high in 
Mandera and Wajir. 

 Roads are passable with difficulties or impassable in several districts due to heavy rainfall last week 
hampering the distribution of relief supplies. 

Nutrition 
 Nutrition partners in ASALs are continuing to offer services.  Contingency plans are in place in case the 

security situation deteriorates.  Save the Children cannot access 5 out of 21 outreach sites in Mandera 
Central and has also reported disruption of the Supplementary Feeding Programme (SFP) in Mandera 
and Wajir Counties due to rains and a consequent lack of stock.   Islamic Relief Kenya has minimal 
access to border sites in Mandera East.  

 In Mandera, admissions of non-Kenyans into the in-patient therapeutic nutrition programme has reduced 
from 176 (38% of admissions) in July to 25 (16% of admissions) in October. 

 MSF Spain has ceased nutrition activities in Ijara District as of 19 October due to further deterioration in 
the security situation. 

Health 
 Turkana County and the Kakuma refugee camp are experiencing a malaria outbreak, as are other areas 

of northern and central Kenya. The Ministry of Health (MoH) with partners is assessing the magnitude of 
the problem in Turkana, West Pokot and Samburu.  

 Sporadic cases of measles continue to be reported.  Twelve cases tested positive for measles 
(conducted by KEMRI/CDC laboratory), while 53 cases are yet to be tested.  Cases are primarily seen in 
the adult population, mainly from Kalokol, Turkwel, Kerio and Central areas in the North Rift.  No deaths 
have so far been recorded. Interventions include case management, vitamin A supplementation and 
measles mop-up campaigns. 

 The Dengue fever outbreak previously reported in Mandera has drastically reduced, with in-patient cases 
totalling 2,100 cases.  In Dadaab, five deaths suspected to be connected with dengue have been 
reported.  

 With the persistence of wild polio transmission in Kenya and across the border in Uganda, KCO this 
week reviewed its response to national polio eradication efforts. Gaps related to polio immunization 
coverage were identified in the areas of national coordination, availability of vaccine supplies and 
logistics at service delivery points, communication and social mobilization, and human resources.  High-
level advocacy and support is planned for the National Polio Expert Committee and the National Polio 
Certification Committee. KCO will be recruiting additional human resources to support EPI and polio 
control, in addition to technical support from UNICEF’s Regional Office for East and Southern Africa 
(ESARO). UNICEF's support for routine immunization and polio eradication will continue to focus on 
Western Kenya and Turkana County, which has the lowest immunization coverage level and where polio 
was reported in recent years.   

Education 
 The Ministry of Education has proposed to retain children in schools for feeding programmes during the 

next school holidays in mid-November; however, this is still under discussion with partners. 
 Education officials traveling from Lafey to Mandera, along the Kenya-Somalia border were ambushed and 

attacked on 27 October 2011.  Four people, including the Lafey District Education Officer and a school 
principal, were killed.  It is suspected this attack may be related to later threat made by unknown persons 
against education personnel in Dadaab Refugee Camps indicating that there is a rejection, by Al-Shabaab 
members and operatives, of non-Islamic education being provided to children of Somali heritage in Kenya. 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 
 The onset of rains has improved water access in arid and semi-arid areas, prompting some NGOs and 

District Water Officers to plan water trucking exit strategies for the coming months. 
 In Garissa, heavy and prolonged rainfall has left roads impassable, and the local distribution of WASH 

non-food items (NFIs) remains a constraint in many areas – e.g. trucks carrying soap and water filters to 
Wajir and Mandera have not yet reached their destination, a week after the agreed arrival date. 

 The inter-agency assessment carried out in Wajir on 21 October identified key needs, such as point 
source chlorination, need for mass mobilisation campaigns, construction of communal and public latrines, 
extensive indoor residual spraying campaigns, disposal of animal carcasses, distribution of Aquatabs, Pur 
sachets, jerry cans, buckets, ceramic water filters, and treated nets.  In addition, there is a need to 
procure buffer stocks including water treatment chemicals, larvicides, insecticides, and 
equipment/reagents for water testing kits. 
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Child Protection 
 In light of military activities taking place inside Somalia, in addition to clan/bandit activity along the border, 

UNICEF KCO, SCO, and UNMAS have reinvigorated discussions on surveying the UXO/IED situation 
along the border and introducing educational materials into service platforms and through the education 
sector.   

 In Turkana, UNICEF continued its engagement with the police in relation to teenage girls involved in 
transactional sex.  

 
REFUGEE RESPONSE 
General 
 Kenya Red Cross Society (KRCS) has begun operations in Ifo 2 with UNICEF providing requested 

supportive health and nutrition supplies.   KRC is currently operating from makeshift buildings. 
 No new refugee registration activities took place for the week 24-30 October 2011 due to the current 

security situation in Dadaab.  As of 30 October 2011, the overall population in the Dadaab camp complex 
stood at 463,602 persons.   Of these, 267,027 (58%) were children under the age of 18. 

Nutrition 
 Health posts in Hagadera, Dagahaley, Ifo2 and Ifo3 refugee camps are operational with the provision of 

basic health and nutrition services. However, services are being provided by unqualified staff with 
inadequate supervision, thus affecting quality. 

Health 
 Most of the 19 health posts are operating and outreach work is being implemented through refugee 

incentive health and nutrition workers moving with security escorts. Serious medical cases are moved to 
hospitals by community ambulances.   

 Six new cases of cholera were confirmed this week in Kambioos Camp.  This reflects a noticeable 
increase as from the onset of the crisis only five cases had been reported across all six refugee camps.  
In addition, six deaths occurred in Kambioos from acute watery diarrhea (AWD), attributed to both poor 
sanitation and weak disease surveillance activities during this period of heightened insecurity and 
restricted staff movement.   

 The number of cases of measles in Dadaab is decreasing.  During the second week of October, 34 cases 
were reported across all the camps, compared to 113 cases during the last week of September 2011.   In 
both Hagadera and Kambioos, a total of 72 cases have been reported in October, 43% of which were 
reported in the first week and 12.5% in the fourth week. 

Education 
 The MoE and UNHCR have agreed to proceed with the KCPE/KCSE examination process despite the 

decision to close primary schools three weeks prior to the official school year end.   The DEO in Dadaab 
is coordinating with the secondary schools, parent teacher associations (PTAs) and UNHCR to 
consolidate the number of examination centres and conduct safety patrolling to enhance security for the 
students.  Examinations are taking place from 18 October to 14 November 2011.    

 Due to threats towards teachers, the MoE and Department of Refugee Affairs (DRA) determined that it is 
not safe to keep schools open in Dadaab.   Primary grades 1 to 7 were closed this week, three weeks 
earlier than the scheduled end of the national school year in Kenya.  In addition, all national teachers are 
being evacuated, with only a few remaining to support the Kenya Certificate of Primary Education 
(KCPE)/Kenya Certificate of Secondary Education (KCSE) examinations.  These remaining teachers are 
scheduled to depart by 09 November.  

Communications for Development (C4D) 
 The C4D assessment planned in Dadaab has been delayed until 07-11 November 2011. 

  
CLUSTER COORDINATION, SECTOR UPDATES AND PARTNERSHIPS 
 The Kenyan Humanitarian Partnership Team (IASC Country Team) will review the final draft Emergency 

Humanitarian Response Plan (EHRP) on 03 November 2011. 
 
Education Cluster  
 A Sub-Cluster Coordination Workshop was held 24-25 October 2011 in Turkana to strengthen sector 

coordination and the emergency response capacity of education partners, including the District Education 
Offices (DEOs).   Key outputs of the meeting included drafts of county-level contingency plans and 
designation of county/district-level coordination mechanisms including agreement that: 
 at the county-level, UNICEF and the DEO Turkana Central would serve as co-leads; and 
 at the district-level, the District Education Board (DEB) would lead the sub-cluster groups. 

 A similar Sub-Cluster Coordination Workshop will be held for participants from Garissa and Wajir Counties 
from 14-15 November 2011 in Nairobi.   
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WASH/WESCOORD Cluster 
 The WESCOORD Micro-RAT (Rapid Assessment Tool) has been used at 180 schools and health facilities 

through Marsabit and Turkana. Through the assessment water, sanitation and hygiene services and 
usage were assessed, gap identified for use in WASH response. 
 

Child Protection Sector  
Cluster Coordination 
 UNICEF convened an informal meeting of key child protection actors in Kenya (UN agencies and 

international and national NGOs) to address the need for improved child protection coordination at 
national level.   Participants were unanimous in their support for the establishment of a Child Protection 
Working Group (CPWG) at national level.  There were, however, differences over roles and 
responsibilities, as well as over coordination with the GoK.  UNICEF will draft and circulate a paper setting 
out a proposed way forward.   

 UNICEF in Turkana supported the Turkana Child Protection Network meeting, which focussed on 
prioritisation of child protection concerns and the development of a work plan. 

Multi-Sector Coordination for Refugees  
 UNICEF in Dadaab chaired the monthly GBV Working Group coordination meeting, which focussed on 

resumption of GBV activities in the camps and strengthening coordination with the police.   
 
 
PROGRAMME RESPONSE 
 
Nutrition 
 
Drought Affected Areas of Kenya 
 In relation to the management of children under-five with severe acute malnutrition (SAM): 

 the current caseload in Outpatient Therapeutic Programmes (OTPs) as of 30 September 2011 was 
19,602; 

 the proportion of children admitted to in-patient and out-patient therapeutic feeding programmes is 
75% (18,181) out of a cluster target of 24,375 for the period July–December 2011; 

 a cumulative of 45,170 (93%) have been admitted against a target of 48,750 for the period January-
December 2011. 

 In relation to the management of children under-five with moderate acute malnutrition (MAM): 
 the current caseload in Supplementary Feeding Programmes (SFPs) as of 30 September 2011 was 

76,506;  
 the proportion of children admitted to supplementary feeding programmes (SFPs) was 62% (48,710) 

out of the cluster target of 79,941 for the period July–December 2011. 
 a cumulative of 124,176 (78%) have been admitted to SFPs against a target of 159,882 (50% of 

January-December expected caseload of 319,764). 
 UNICEF provided anthropometric equipment (height boards, salter scales and MUAC) and ECD registers 

valued at $11,367 to Kajiado District.  Supplies in other districts are adequate. 
 
Urban Response in Kenya 
 Ready to Use Therapeutic Food (RUTF) valued at $59, 840 was distributed to informal urban settlements 

in Nairobi and Kisumu, totalling 660 and 440 cartons respectively, for treatment of children under-five over 
a two-month period.  

 
Refugee Response  
 In relation to the management of children under-five with SAM

1
: 

 the caseload levels for the three in-patient stabilization centres within the camps as of 18 October 
2011 were 32 in Ifo1 (32), 28 in Hagadera; and 128 in Dagahaley. 

 caseloads for both stabilization centres and OTPs as of 30 September 2011 were 9,966; 
 for the period July-December 2011, the proportion of children admitted to therapeutic feeding 

programmes is 11,502 against a target of 6,332; 
 a cumulative of 20,413 children have been admitted to therapeutic feeding programmes for the period 

January-December 2011;  
 SAM coverage to the 5-9 age group continues in the camps.  This includes screening, admission and 

treatment of these older children within existing in-patient and out-patient programmes. 
 In relation to the management of children under-five with MAM

2
: 

                                                      
1
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 for the period July-December 2011, the proportion of children admitted to SFPs is 16,997 against a 
target of 14,546; 

 a cumulative of 31,572 children have been admitted to SFPs for the period January-December 2011. 
 The current caseload of SAM in stabilization centres on 26 October was 203 children under-five (150 in 

Dagahaley, 38 in Hagadera and 15 in Ifo1).   
 Kenya Red Cross Society (KRCS) started on 25 October 2011 to offer nutrition services in Ifo2, replacing 

MSF-Spain. UNICEF has deployed one additional Nutrition Support Officer to provide on-the-job training 
and mentoring to KRCS staff. 

 UNICEF, through UNHCR, has provided KRCS 500 cartons of RUTF valued at $27,200 for the treatment 
of 278 SAM for a two-month period. 

 During the reporting week, 173 packs of vitamin A supplements (500 pieces per pack) and valued at 
$1,521 were dispatched to the camps to benefit 86,500 children. 

 
Health 

 
Drought Affected Areas of Kenya 
 Malaria cases continue to surge in Turkana, with 20,000 cases reported since the onset of rains in 

September.   Contingency planning for the October-December short rainy season has been conducted by 
partners and supportive supplies have been dispatched to health facilities, including rapid diagnostic test 
kits from Merlin and malaria treatments drugs from UNICEF.   

 In North Eastern Province, all districts reported this week and 1,117 children were vaccinated against 
measles. 

 Control measures related to dengue fever conducted include indoor residual spray (IRS) for 2,230 
households in Mandera town and all government health facilities, schools and offices; and distribution of 
4,460 LLINs. Health education also continues.  

 In 129 polio high-risk districts, a campaign will take place beginning 12 November.  In all other districts of 
the country, the second bi-annual Malezi Bora campaign will begin next month with the theme ‘Improving 
Maternal and New-Born Health’.  Routine immunization is integrated into Malezi Bora, including polio 
vaccinations for children under one.  Malezi Bora is also augmented by parallel outreach services in hard-
to-reach areas of the country, including northern Kenya.   UNICEF has procured 16 million doses of oral 
polio vaccine for the two rounds of the campaign to be held in November and December.   

 In Nyanza Province, coverage results from the second round of the outbreak response campaign in 32 
districts conducted from 22-26 October 2011 are not yet available and will be shared in next week’s 
SitRep.  No new cases of polio have been reported following the one confirmed case in August 2011.   

 
Refugee Response 
 Curative services normally offered at the health posts functioning with refugee incentive workers are being 

offered from within the camp hospitals’ premises.   Training and a basic level of supervision is beginning 
to be provided to the refugee workers by an increasing, though still reduced, number of agency CHWs.  
The functioning health posts are providing primary health services, including antenatal/prenatal care, 
immunizations and the nutrition out-patient therapeutic programme (OTP).  

 UNHCR and implementing partners are preparing for implementation of the national integrated 
polio/Malezi Bora campaign to be conducted 12-15 November.  UNICEF is supporting this initiative 
through social mobilization, advocacy and communication activities.   

 Health workers in the camps have been trained on dengue fever identification and case management.  
Case definition and rapid diagnostic test (RDT) kits pre-positioned at laboratories in the camps.  
Environmental hygiene activities are also being conducted to ensure proper disposal of containers which 
collect water and serve as breeding sites for mosquitoes through UNICEF partners CARE International 
and GIZ. 
  

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 
 
Drought Affected Areas in Kenya 
 16 boreholes were repaired by UNICEF-supported Rapid Response Teams in Turkana benefiting 76,300 

people with access to safe water. 
 One handwashing facility was installed in each of six health facilities in Turkana.  
 25 CHWs were trained, while an assessment conducted by UNICEF partners of the WASH situation, was 

undertaken in 11 health facilities.  Assessment findings will be available next week.  
 In Moyale County, 150 CHWs were mobilized to support hygiene promotion activities in Central, Golbo 

and Sololo districts with six thousand households reached.    
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 Also in Moyale, 2,360 school children benefitted from water tinkering services. 
 Hygiene promotion training was provided to 480 CHWs from 16 health facilities that offer IMAM services 

in Isiolo.  
 143 shallow wells were chlorinated in Moyale benefitting an estimated 35,750 people.   
 9,000 jerry cans and 9,000 10 litre buckets were distributed to Mandera and Wajir Districts benefiting 

4,500 households in each district.  An additional 3,000 jerry cans were distributed in Moyale benefiting 
3,000 people.  

 In Turkana, 17,000 aqua tabs, 30,000 Pur sachets, 460 buckets and 452 jerry cans were distributed 
benefitting 460 households. 

 17 plastic tanks, ranging in capacity from 5,000-10,000 litres, were distributed to health facilities in 
Moyale. 

 
Education 
 
Drought Affected Areas in Kenya 
 The supplies delivered to Rift Valley, North Eastern and Eastern provinces during this reporting period are 

as follows: 
 830 boarding kits to benefit 830 borders;   
 36 recreation kits to benefit 3,600 primary students;  
 72 education kits to benefit 5,040 primary students;  
 20 ECD kits to benefit 2,000 pre-primary learners. 

 In Kakuma, UNICEF advocated for rehabilitation of the Kakuma Mixed School dormitory with stakeholders 
including UNDP and the DEO of Turkana West.  UNDP agreed to allocate resources for this from the 
GOK/UNDP Kenya Drought Recovery Project.    Kakuma Mixed School has 1,200 boarders, and is the 
largest school in Turkana West.  UNICEF has supported the school during this crisis period by providing 
35 double-deck beds, 70 mattresses, and 140 sheets.  

Refugee Response 
 Primary schools remained open until this week managed by incentive refugee teachers and 

administrators; with specific security threats resulting in the closure of the schools during the week.  Child 
Friendly Spaces (CFSs) run by SCUK in the camps have also been closed, resulting in the suspension of 
early childhood development and education (ECDE).   

 
Child Protection 

 
Drought Affected Areas in Kenya 
 The UNICEF/Save the Children street children profiling project reached 220 children, four of whom were 

reunited with their families. 
 As part of the support to Turkana Street Children and ECD Centers, UNICEF dispatched two classroom 

tents and five additional tents to Nadirkonyen Street Children Centre in Lodwar for use as extended 
spaces for activities for children. 

Refugee Response 
 In Dadaab, the registration and reception centers remain closed affecting the screening and referral of 

children with CP or gender-based violence (GBV) concerns. 
 UNICEF and IRC will sponsor a GBV training on the clinical care for sexual assault in Garissa from 26-30 

November.  The training will include NGO staff from Dadaab, MOH staff from Garissa County, and staff 
from Somalia’s MOH system as identified by SCO.  The training will be conducted by IRC’s health and 
psychosocial trainers.   

 UNICEF dispatched 10,000 whistles to CARE for inclusion in their dignity kits in Daghahaley and Ifo.   
 UNICEF dispatched one tent to IRC in Hagadera to establish another safe space for newly arrived women 

and girls staying in the outskirts of the camp. 
 

Communication for Development (C4D) 
 four radio stations reported 172 spots aired during last week, with three radio stations not reporting.   300 

spots are scheduled per week by the seven stations.   Topics covered during the week were 
immunizations, diarrhea, malaria, cholera, HIV/AIDS, handwashing, mother and child health care, 
breastfeeding, newborn care, pregnant mama care, good nutrition, and child protection.  

 Live, interactive radio programmes were also implemented during the week targeting the following 
geographic areas: 
 Garissa (Cholera in Somali language) 
 Lodwar (PMTCT in Turkana language) 
 Wajir (Immunization in Somali language) 
 NEP (PMTCT in Somali)  
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 700 people in the listening audiences called in to discuss the issues on-air, and 179 SMS messages were 
sent via mobile phones. 

 
 
 
MEDIA, COMMUNICATION AND ADVOCACY 
 NatComs from Finland and Poland visited UNICEF-supported Napuu Primary School and a 

MoPHS/UNICEF-supported health outreach site at Wadite Village within the catchment area of Namukuse 
Dispensary in Turkana.    

 The U.S. Fund is visiting Kenya from 02-04 November 2011 and will visit Turkana.  
 

FUNDING 
 
 

  
Sector 

  
2011 Requirements (US$) 

Unfunded 

Amount Percent (%) 

Health 8,000,000 4,139,042 52% 

Nutrition 18,500,000 172,168 1% 

WASH 10,400,000 4,954,203 48% 

Education 5,500,000 - - 

Child Protection 3,800,000 1,022,855 27% 

Cross sectoral: 
Emergency 

1,000,000 - - 

Cluster Coordination 591,121 212,495 36% 

Total 47,791,121 6,225,815 13% 

 
 
 
NEXT SITREP 
 09 November 2011 
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