
ICO Weekly Situation Report                                           22 October 2014 

1 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ituation Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs  
During the reporting period, the estimated number of IDPs in Iraq has reached 1,814,862 (IOM, Oct 2014). This does not 
include the latest wave of displacement within and from Anbar Governorate, estimated at some 40,000 individuals (exact 
figures yet to be confirmed).   Violence has quickly spread from Heet to other areas, including Ramadi, Amiriyat al-
Fallujah, Al-Baghdadi which have hosted IDPs since January this year, resulting in population displacement, including 
secondary and multiple displacements.  Humanitarian access and trade to Haditha and Al-Baghdadi has been blocked, 
leading to shortages in food and medicine, which is having a heavy impact on IDPs and the host population. With ISIS 
and associated groups reportedly moving closer to Baghdad, populations are increasingly trapped, and the few 
remaining safe heavens have decreasing capacity to host additional IDPs. An interagency UN mission to Kerbala in Anbar 
Governorate reported that an average of 40 IDP families are leaving Anbar Governorate per hour. However, due to the 
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 40,000 people have been displaced within and from Anbar 
Governorate, during the recent increase in violence, with some 
suffering secondary and multiple displacements. 

 The ongoing insecurity is affecting the October/November wheat 
planting season and livestock herders, and while current nutritional 
assessments of IDPs show no signs of concern, a protracted crisis 
could lead to medium-term food insecurity, directly impacting the 
healthy development of a generation of young Iraqis. 

 The early onset of heavy winter rains and storms has damaged tents 
and infrastructure and has delayed construction and assistance 
activities. Funding is urgently needed to scale up winterization 
activities.  

 The academic year in most governorates started on October 22, 
after postponement from September 15 due to use of schools as 
IDP shelters. In Dahuk Governorate the beginning of the school year 
was once postponed to 1 December 2014. 

 UNICEF and WHO supported the Ministry of Health in 
implementing the October National Polio Campaign. The 5th 
national campaign this year covers the whole of Iraq and targets 5.7 
million children under the age of five years.   

 UNICEF, with the support of its partners, is providing safe water on 
a daily basis to approximately 262,000 IDPs in Diyala, Dahuk, Erbil, 
and Anbar Governorates. Additionally, UNICEF distributed 138 tons 
of water purification chemicals to water projects in Sulaymaniyah 
Governorate, which will provide access to safe water to almost 
800,000 people.  
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 Internally displaced persons (since 
January 2014) 

1,800,000  

Target population  

Health: 360,000  

WASH: 3,000,000  

Education: 125,000  

Child Protection: 50,000 

Rapid Response: 200,000 

Winterization: 200,000  

UNICEF funding received  
(as of 22 October, 2014) 

US$112,797,496 

Requirements (under revision as part of 
Iraq SRP review) 
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upcoming Ashura religious pilgrimages, Kerbala authorities are not accepting any more IDPs in the area. Displacement 
routes are, furthermore, becoming more and more dangerous with some IDPs fleeing to Syria. 

The recent wave of displacement coincides with the October/November wheat planting season which is affecting 
livestock herders.  While UNICEF’s latest nutrition assessment of IDPs does not raise grave concern about their current 
nutritional status, the protraction of the crisis could lead to medium-term food insecurity. Combined with the harsh 
winter conditions, the health and well-being of a generation of young Iraqis could be a stake. The recent onset of heavy 
winter rains and storms have caused damage to tents and infrastructure. In Khanke, Dohuk Governorate, families are 
seeking refuge in schools and hospitals to escape rain-flooded tents. The early onset of winter underscores the urgent 
need to accelerate winterization activities and scale-up related funding. 

 

 

Humanitarian leadership and coordination 

Following the outbreak of conflict in Anbar, the spread of violence to surrounding governorates and the subsequent mass 
displacement, the Humanitarian Coordinator officially activated the cluster system in Iraq. UNICEF leads the WASH and 
Education Clusters and the Child Protection Sub-cluster and is coordinating the strategy and response to the multiple 
displacements with all cluster members. OCHA, UN agencies, and humanitarian partners have worked to coordinate the 
sector response for the influx of Syrian refugees with the cluster response for IDPs to promote an integrated response 
where possible. The Education and WASH Clusters meet on a weekly basis to coordinate the response across Iraq. With 
the launch of the new Strategic Response IDP Plan (SRP) on October 23, the clusters and their partners will complete the 
adjustment of planning targets. The revision of the Regional Response and Resilience Plan (3RP) for the Syrian Refugees 
is ongoing. 

Humanitarian Strategy 

The UNICEF response strategy and priorities in Iraq are in line with the targets and objectives of the Strategic Response 
Plan (SRP) for the internal displacement crisis and remain focused on providing access to basic and life-sustaining 
services for Iraqi IDP women and children in order to protect them from further deprivations or exposure to violence. The  
Regional Response and Resilience Plan (3RP) is still under revision/development by the different clusters and sectors. 
UNICEF, in partnership with UN agencies, I/NGOs, local authorities and civil society organizations, continues to 
implement and consistently refine its rapid response as well as contingency planning in order to effectively address 
rapidly changing humanitarian needs resulting from fluid mass displacements. Drawing on a combined assessment and 
immediate, rapid response approach, UNICEF is providing multi-sectoral packages of life-saving commodities and relief 
interventions to affected communities, particularly focusing on minorities and hard-to-reach, highly mobile populations. 
A multi-sectoral, holistic approach is also being adopted in UNICEF’s response to the IDPs currently living in schools, 
including joint WASH, health and nutrition, education, child protection and communication for development (C4D) 
interventions. With the onset of rains, winterization is an immediate response priority. 

 

 

Locations of multi-sectoral IDP needs assessments conducted by UNICEF staff, facilitators and implementing partners (total 527; 0 conducted between 14th  & 20th  

September); for more information on the detailed results of the assessment, visit this link. 

 

https://www.ona.io/unicefiraqemops/forms/ODK-Iraq_RNA_FORM_June2014_v4/map
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Analysis of Program Response per Sector  

Child Protection  

Throughout the reporting period UNICEF, in collaboration with its implementing partners, provided psychosocial 
support services (PSS) to a total of 5,037 children (2,552 boys and 2,485 girls) through static Child Friendly Spaces  (CFS) 
and mobile units in the Governorate of Dohuk, and 506 children (242 boys and 264 girls) in the Governorate of Erbil.  
Heavy rains over the past week caused damage to some of the CFSs in Erbil Governorate. Two CFSs, one in Baherka 
Camp and one in Qushtapa Camp, were closed for cleaning, while others were temporarily used as shelter for IDPs which 
disrupted the services usually provided in the CFS. During the reporting period a total of 37 MRM incidents were 
documented and verified in Anbar, Baghdad, Diyala, Najaf, Ninewa and Salah al-Din Governorates, and 17 cases were 
reported and are pending verification. UNICEF facilitators identified and assessed 17 children with disabilities in Erbil 
Governorate and 15 children with disabilities in Shariya District in Dahuk Governorate for referral to appropriate services.  
12 new cases of unaccompanied and separated children were reported in Bajid Kandala and Khanke IDP camps, and 40 
additional cases of missing children were reported in Shariya. 

Education  

The academic year in most governorates of Iraq started on October 22, after postponement from September 15. In Dahuk 
Governorate the beginning of the school year was postponed to 1 December, 2014 due to the use of schools as IDP 
shelters or by the military.  A number of schools serving as shelters were vacated over the past weeks as IDPs were 
relocated to camp settings. However, the sudden deterioration of weather conditions and resulting damage to IDP tents 
has led IDPs to seek out shelter once again in schools, increasing the number of schools hosting IDPs in Dahuk 
Governorate alone to 400.  Assessments are underway for 185 damaged schools in Dahuk Governorate, 10 in Diyala, 6 in 
Wassit and 20 in Baghdad, after which UNICEF-supported school rehabilitation can commence.  Some 1,279 children 
benefitted from educational and recreational activities held in Baherka, Ainkawa and Shaqlawa carried out by UNICEF 
and implementing partner INTERSOS. Heavy rain disrupted the activities of five classroom tents in Baherka IDP Camp 
and Ainkawa in Erbil Governorate. UNICEF and partners continue to support school construction in newly-established 
IDP Camps including Aliyawa camp in Diyala Governorate in partnership with Kanz Humanitarian Organization, and in 
Arbat camp in Sulaymaniyah Governorate, in partnership with IRC. In Qadissiya Governorate, UNICEF distributed 
student kits to 350 students and installed 10 whiteboards in a newly constructed school in the “Modern Village 
Compound”, in collaboration with Al Wa’faa for Women Association NGO. The Department of Education (DoE) 
committed to providing school furniture and other administration supplies.    

Health and Nutrition 

UNICEF and World Health Organization (WHO) supported the Ministry of Health (MoH) in implementing the October 
National Polio Campaign. The campaign covers the whole of Iraq and targets 5.7 million children under the age of five 
years.  This is the 5th national campaign this year and the 7th national campaign since the outbreak of polio in the region 
beginning in October 2013.  UNICEF supported the Directorate of Health (DoH) Dahuk with the initiation of medical care 
services starting on October 13 at the transit point of Ibrahim Khalil, in Zakho District of Dahuk Governorate. All children 
between 0 months and 15 years are being vaccinated against polio and all children between 9 months and 15 years are 
being immunized against measles.   UNICEF supported the nutritional screening of 1121 IDP children from Dahuk 
Governorate and distributed 1172 packs of nutritional supplements. UNICEF’s recent nutritional assessment showed little 
reason for concern, however a protracted IDP crisis could possibly lead to a nutritional crisis.  A one-month health and 
hygiene promotion campaign for IDPs in Dahuk Governorate supported by UNICEF completed its 3rd week. Thus far, 70 
per cent of all target sites and populations have been reached, with a total number of 4300 families being reached in all 
Districts. 

Water, Sanitation & Hygiene (WASH)   

UNICEF, with the support of its partners, is providing safe water on a daily basis to approximately 262,000 IDPs in Diyala, 
Dahuk, Erbil, and Anbar Governorates, with an average of 19.5 litres per person per day in line with international 
humanitarian standards. Water trucking activities are complemented by the establishment of connections to existing 
water networks and the construction of water filling points. It is expected that water demand will decrease due to 
changing weather conditions.  UNICEF distributed 138 tonnes of water purification chemicals to water projects in 
Sulaymaniyah and Gremyan in Sulaymaniyah Governorate, which will provide access to safe water to almost 800,000 
people.  

The continuous rain constituted a major constraint for the construction of two sewage systems in Persivi 2 and Khanke 
IDP Camps in Dahuk Governorate and is expected to increasingly affect other WASH related activities, such as water 
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trucking and desludging if the situation does not improve. In response to deteriorating weather conditions, UNICEF 
distributed various Non-Food Items (NFIs), such as plastic sheets, spades, shovels, soap, garbage bags, hygiene kits, etc., 
to different locations in the KR-I Governorates. Installation of new systems, plus the daily operation and maintenance of 
existing water and sanitation facilities in  various locations, is ongoing: In Laylan Camp in Kirkuk Governorate, which is 
designed to host 1500 IDPs families (9,000 IDPs), UNICEF delivered 80 prefab latrines, 28 tap stands and water tanks, 
with the capacity of 140,000 litres, and with the support of the Directorate of Municipality, completed 15 per cent of the 
285 cesspools for black and grey water. Additionally UNICEF completed the construction of 39 holding tanks in Bajid 
Kandala 1.  

UNICEF conducted a four-day hygiene promotion training in Qadissiyah and Najaf Governorates, building the capacity 
of 70 candidates from local NGOs, five participants from RIRP and health staff, to function as hygiene mobilizers. 30 
hygiene promotion sessions, along with the distribution of hygiene kits were conducted in Garmawa Camp, reaching 
more than 500 IDPs and six hygiene awareness campaigns on menstrual hygiene and other related hygiene aspects were 
conducted in Najaf by ICWCR, targeting 150 IDP women and girls. As initial rapid response to affected IDPs who fled Heet 
due to ongoing military operations, the UNICEF WASH team was mobilized to deliver mobile latrines, showers, water 
tanks, blankets and hygiene kits, benefitting 80 IDPs. Since June 2014, UNICEF has provided access to safe water to 
786,332 IDPs, improved sanitation facilities and conditions for 233,601 IDPs and provided hygiene materials and 
increased hygiene awareness to 534,428 IDPs all over Iraq. 

Communication for Development (C4D) 

UNICEF and its C4D implementing partners Relief International (RI), the Civil Development Organization (CDO) and the 
Women Empowerment Organization (WEO) celebrated Global Hand Washing day with IDP communities in Baherka IDP 
Camp, Harshm camp, Ainkawa in Erbil Governorate and additional locations in Sulaymaniyah Governorate reaching over 
1,000 children. More than 1,500 IDPs were reached by UNICEF’s partner Zian Organization with health awareness 
campaigns and medical care in Ainkawa, Erbil Governorate. Nomadic Dreams, an NGO with UNICEF support, showed 
films to IDPs over the course of 11 nights, starting October 6. The shows were intended to provide entertainment and 
development messages for children and adults in IDP settings.  The mobile cinema visited Yazidi communities in Bajid 
Kandala, Zakho, and Khanakeen in Dahuk and Diyala Governorates. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Next SitRep: 29/10/2014 
UNICEF Syria Crisis: www.unicef.org/infobycountry/syriancrisis_68134.html   
UNICEF Syria Crisis Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicefmena  
UNICEF Syria and Syrian Refugees Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/index.html 

 
 
 
Disclaimer: This report is based on information received from various internal and open sources. With the exception of the 
UNICEF Programme Update, not all information could not be independently verified and as such, the report does not reflect 
the opinion or position of UNICEF. This report is intended for informational purposes and is not an official document. 

Who to contact 
for further 
information: 

Marzio Babille 
Iraq Country Office, 
Tel: +964 780 919 4145 
Email: MBabille@unicef.org 
 
 

Jeffrey Bates 
Iraq Country Office, 
Tel: +964 780 196 4524 
Email: JBates@unicef.org 
 

http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/syriancrisis_68134.html
http://www.facebook.com/unicef
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/index.html
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Humanitarian Performance Monitoring 

 

High Priority Indicators 
Response Plan 

Targets 
(Emergency plan) 

UNICEF total 
reached 

Jan 1-June 10 * 

UNICEF total 
reached June 11 – 

October 20** 

UNICEF total 
reached Jan 1–

October 20 

WASH 

# Emergency affected population provided with 
safe access to clean water 

3.000,000 164,370 786,332 950,072 

# Emergency affected population reached with 
improved sanitation systems 

200,000 157,800 233,601 391,401 

# Of school children benefiting from clean and 
sanitary learning environment for improved 
health and learning outcomes 

- 3,400 2,520 5,920 

# Of Emergency affected population provided 
with hygiene materials and sensitized to safe 
hygiene practices 

400,000 210,378 534,428 744,806 

EDUCATION 

# Of school-aged children including adolescents 
reached by schools  

125,000 14,750 3,671 18,421 

# Of children received learning materials 125,000 5,955 2,418 8,373 

# Of teachers trained to provide psycho-social 
support 

1,200 160 79 239 

HEALTH AND NUTRITION 

# Lactating mothers of children 0-23 months 
with access to IYCF counselling for appropriate 
feeding 

60,000 0 0 0 

# Of children provided with access to growth 
monitoring services 

300,000 0 1,121 1,121 

# Of children and youth 6 months to 23 years 
vaccinated against measles  

270,000 0 139,644 a 139,644 

# Of children under 5 vaccinated against Polio 300,000 175,000 325,894 a 325,894 

# Of Emergency affected population reached 
with health promotion campaigns 

300,000 0 27,800 27,800 

CHILD PROTECTION 

# Of reported cases of grave violation of child 
rights verified and referred for support 

2,500 74 346b 420 

# Of separated children in emergencies reunified 
or in alternative care 

2,000 0 0 0 

# Of Emergency affected children provided with 
psycho-social support 

50,000 430 9,535  9,965  

SOCIAL PROTECTION 

# Of most vulnerable families receiving child 
focused cash transfer 

10,000 families 0 0 0 

RAPID RESPONSE 

# Of sudden displaced individuals in transit 
receiving essential relief items (family package) 

200,000  0 198,474 198,474c  

WINTERIZATION 

# of most vulnerable children better protected 
from risks of winter with appropriate clothing 

200,000 0 0 0 

# of most vulnerable individuals reached with 
interventions (other than clothing) aiming at 
protecting them from the risks of winter 

- - 31,494 31,494 

* Period comprising response to Anbar IDP crisis 
** Period comprising response to Anbar IDP crisis and Ninewa crisis 
a This figure reflects only IDP children vaccinated throughout polio campaigns. Since polio immunization campaigns target all children under 5 years of age all over 
Iraq, beneficiary figures are estimates according to official IDP planning figures (1.1 million IDPs all over Iraq, of which approximately 200,000 are under 5 years of 
age, as off July 2014). Figures indicate the number of children that have been vaccinated at least once.  
b 77 cases have been identified and verified, though not referred to yet; 44 cases have only been identified 
c This figure reflects only the individuals reached through the Rapid Response Mechanism partners: DRC, NRC, ACTED, Mercy Corps, and Save the Children 
International. Given the sudden influx of IDPs in the first weeks of August 2014, other partners delivered rapid response packages reaching more than 15,000 
individuals 


