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 UNICEF IRAQ 
Humanitarian 

Situation Report 
Highlights  
 
 

• 18,642 IDPs benefited from UNICEF’s Rapid Response 
Mechanism (RRM) within last week. UNICEF’s partners 
NRC, Mercy Corps, DRC, Save the Children and 
ACTED distributed urgently needed relief items 
including bottled water, buckets, high-energy biscuits 
and hygiene kits to IDPs with immediate needs in 
targeted locations including Zakho, Daquq and Kirkuk 
Districts in Dahuk and Kirkuk Governorates. 

• UNICEF, in cooperation with WHO and the 
government, successfully carried out a national polio 
campaign in all 18 Governorates of Iraq in September 
2014, including conflict-affected and high-risk areas, 
resulting in an estimated 5.6 million children (98% of 
the target) vaccinated.  

• The Iraq Humanitarian Needs Overview (HNO) reports 
that 5.2 million people are in urgent need of 
assistance, out of which 1.5 million have been 
reached by humanitarian actors. 

• Preliminary assessments have shown that some IDPs 
have returned to their places of origin. 

• UNICEF, in cooperation with LNGO volunteers, is 
conducting a hygiene awareness campaign in Najaf, 
Qadissiya and Kerbala Governorates, targeting over 
1,500 IDPs. Furthermore, training in preparation for a 
large scale hygiene promotion campaign was 
conducted in Erbil to support the Directorate of Health 
with health and hygiene promotion in 87 camp and 
non-camp IDP locations.  

• In the light of the coming winter, humanitarian 
partners have started preparations for winterization. 

• A measles immunization campaign commenced 
September 16 in all districts of Dahuk Governorate 
and entered its second phase. By day 12 of the 
campaign 102,462 IDP children had already been 
vaccinated against measles. 

 

23rd – 29th September 2014 

 

 Internally displaced persons (since 
January 2014) 

1,800,000  
Target population  

Health: 360,000  

WASH: 3,000,000  

Education: 125,000  

Child Protection: 
50,000 

Rapid Response: 
200,000 

Winterization: 
200,000  
 

UNICEF funding received  
(as of end September, 2014) 
 

US$ 111,998,914 
Requirements: under revision, 
as part of Iraq SRP review 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
The Iraq Humanitarian Needs Overview (HNO) (25 September, 2014) reports that some 5.2 
million people in Iraq are in need of humanitarian assistance including IDPs (including some 1.8 
million internally displaced since January 2014), affected host and non-host populations, and 
Syrian refugees. Many affected populations cannot be accessed due to ongoing violence and 
insecurity. The HNO reports that out of the total persons in need, some 1.5 million people have 
been reached by humanitarian actors to date.  Anbar and Dahuk were ranked as the most 
vulnerable Governorates of Iraq, followed by Diyala, Erbil, Kirkuk, Ninewa and Salah al-Din.  

The escalating and complex humanitarian crisis has resulted in fluid frontlines and continuous, 
secondary or tertiary population displacement, particularly in Salah al-Din and Diyala, as well as 
towards the KR-I Governorates.  Movement of IDPs towards the KR-I has been restrained by a 
combination of insecurity and bureaucratic procedures.  

Protection monitoring teams carried out assessments after IDPs returned from Erbil to Al-Qosh 
district in Ninewa Governorate. The assessment, which covered over 2000 Christian and Yazidi 
families (over 10,000 individuals), noted that the majority of them have returned to their 
original homes, report feeling secure but are requesting humanitarian assistance. Reasons for 
return include the impression that security has improved; increased resentment against them by 
host communities; or insufficient assistance for the families that are not able to sustain 
themselves. 

In the light of the advancing winter season, procurement of winterization supplies (heaters, 
blankest, shoes, boots) is underway, with full roll out planned to reach 200,000 vulnerable 
children over next few months.  That said, there is an overall concern on the part of 
governmental as well as humanitarian actors as to whether staffing, material and funding is 
sufficient to respond to the expected needs.  

 

 

Humanitarian leadership and coordination 

Following the outbreak of conflict in Anbar, the spread of violence to surrounding governorates 
and the subsequent mass displacement, the Humanitarian Coordinator officially activated the 
cluster system in Iraq. UNICEF leads the WASH and Education Clusters and the Child Protection 
Sub-cluster and is coordinating the strategy and response to the multiple displacements with all 
cluster members. OCHA, UN agencies, and humanitarian partners have worked to coordinate the 
sector response for the influx of Syrian refugees with the cluster response for IDPs to promote 
an integrated response where possible.  

Locations of multi-sectoral IDP needs assessments conducted by UNICEF staff, facilitators and implementing partners (total 516; 
57 conducted between 23th  & 30th  September); for more information on the detailed results of the assessment, visit this link. 
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The Education and WASH Clusters meet on a weekly basis to coordinate the response across 
Iraq. In light of the ongoing revision of the Strategic Response Plan for IDPs across Iraq and the 
Regional Response Plan for the Syrian Refugee Crisis (affecting primarily the north of Iraq), the 
clusters are currently meeting with all humanitarian partners in order to reassess and adjust 
planning targets, coordination and implementation.  

The KRG Minister of Education attended an Education Cluster meeting recently, in which he 
appealed to all partners to support the region in the ‘State of Educational Emergency’. UNICEF 
and the Education Cluster are working closely with the Government in order to address short, 
medium and long-term concerns for education in Iraq. 

Humanitarian Strategy 

The UNICEF response strategy and priorities in Iraq are in line with the targets and objectives of 
the Strategic Response Plan (SRP) for the internal displacement crisis and remain focused on 
providing access to basic and life-sustaining services for Iraqi IDP women and children in order 
to protect them from further deprivations or exposure to violence. Both the SRP and the 3RP 
(Regional Response and Resilience Plan) are currently under revision/development by the 
different clusters and sectors. UNICEF, in partnership with UN agencies, I/NGOs, local 
authorities and civil society organizations, continues to implement and consistently refine its 
rapid response as well as contingency planning in order to effectively address rapidly changing 
humanitarian needs posed by fluid mass displacements. Drawing on a combined assessment and 
immediate, rapid response approach, UNICEF started providing multi-sectoral packages of life-
saving commodities and relief interventions to affected communities, particularly focusing on 
minorities and hard-to-reach, highly mobile populations. A multi-sectoral, holistic approach is 
also being adopted in UNICEF’s response to the IDPs currently living in schools, including WASH, 
health and nutrition, education, child protection and communication for development (C4D). 

Analysis of Program Response per Sector  
Child Protection  

During this reporting period, UNICEF, in collaboration with its implementing partners 
Department of Labor and Social Affairs (DoLSA), Save the Children, ACTED, Nujeen, VOP, 
Harikar and SOSD, provided psychosocial support services (PSS) to a total of 9,255 IDP children 
across the Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KR-I). 8,119 children were reached in Dahuk Governorate 
through static child friendly spaces (CFS) and mobile units in seven psychosocial support centres 
in campsites and 24 schools. 1,136 children participated in CFS in the Governorate of Erbil.  

In Anbar, Baghdad, Kirkuk, Ninewa and Salah al-Din Governorates, UNICEF facilitators and 
partners documented and verified a total of 41 incidents of grave violations against child rights 
(MRM cases) throughout the reporting period, while 20 cases were reported and are pending 
verification.  In total 398 MRM cases were reported since June 10 all over Iraq, of which 239 
could be verified. Since September 23, a total of 40 missing children were reported, of which 13 
cases have been referred to the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), for further 
assessment and tracing. In the past week, 32 unaccompanied and separated children (UASC) 
have been identified and are being followed up on by Save the Children (SCI) case workers who 
develop individual care plans and monitor protection concerns. Additionally, UNICEF facilitators 
and partners identified 90 children with special needs and vulnerabilities, of which the majority 
of cases are related to health issues, disabilities and neglect. Some of these cases are being 
referred to other specialized services or agencies, such as Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) and 
Handicap International. 

UNICEF developed messages and three posters on unaccompanied and separated children which 
were piloted with five focus groups composed of IDP adults and children in Bajid Kandala IDP 
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Camp in Dahuk Governorate. These messages will be utilized for awareness raising across the 
KR-I. 

Additionally, UNICEF facilitated three foundation trainings on key principles and practices of 
community-based psychosocial programming, psychological first aid (PFA) and child friendly 
spaces (CFS) for 60 volunteers of four national NGOs in Dahuk City, Zahko and Al Shikhan. This 
training will be followed-up by on-the-job mentoring and support.  Furthermore, 25 SCI and 
Harikar staff members received two day training on PFA and 14 newly identified CFS facilitators 
received training on CFS management, Child Protection and Child Safeguarding.   

In Erbil, UNICEF in collaboration with the Minister of Labour and Social Affairs (MOLSA) is 
planning to carry out a Para-Social Worker training course across the KR-I  for some 200 para-
social workers over the coming week.   

Education  

As of end September, 435 schools in Anbar Governorate and 69 schools in Diyala Governorate 
are hosting IDPs, while 137 schools remain occupied by armed groups. In Dahuk Governorate,  
125 out of 550 occupied schools have been vacated and rehabilitation is about to commence. 

The construction of pre-fabricated and tent schools was initiated in four IDP camps in Dahuk 
(Khanke, Bajid Kandala and Qadia) and Diyala Governorate (Aliyawa Camp) in collaboration with 
UNICEF’s partners Peace Winds Japan (PWJ) and the Kanz Humanitarian Organization. In 
addition, in coordination with the Najaf Directorate of Education (DoE), UNICEF assisted with the 
installation of 84 classroom tents in 7 locations between Najaf and Karbala road, where a large 
number IDPs are concentrated. Registration of students will begin in the coming week. 

In non-camp settings, 1,520 IDP children are attending ten recreation centres at Khanke and 
Shariya schools, facilitated by school principals in Dahuk Governorate and in collaboration with 
INTERSOS, UNICEF is providing access to educational and recreational activities to 976 IDP 
students up to grade six in 5 classroom tents in the host community of Ainkawa, as well as 
Baherka IDP Camp in Erbil Governorate. 

Health & Nutrition 

On 20 September, UNICEF began  a rapid nutrition assessment of IDP children aged 6-59 
months in the districts of Amedi, Akre, Dahuk, Shikhan, Sumel and Zakho in Dahuk Governorate. 
Results are expected in two weeks.  

On 22 September, the second phase of a measles immunization campaign was carried out in all 
districts of Dahuk Governorate, targeting 169,421 IDP children aged 9 months to 15 years. The 
campaign includes polio immunization of children aged 5 to 15 years. As of 28 September (12 
days into the campaign) some 102,462 children had been vaccinated against measles and 
68,254 children aged 5 to 15 years had been vaccinated against polio. 

In September 2014, UNICEF successfully carried out a national polio campaign in all 19 
Governorates of Iraq including in conflict-affected and high-risk areas, resulting in the 
vaccination of an estimated 5.6 million children (98% of the target). 

The Dohuk Directorate of Preventive Health conducted a two-day training for 62 hygiene 
promoters with support of UNICEF and facilitated by Relief International. Topics included health 
and nutrition, communication for development, and water quality, sanitation and hygiene 
promotion. Following the training, some 66 trained hygiene promoters will conduct a 30-dat 
health and hygiene promotion campaign and distribute related health education materials, 
across all districts of Dahuk Governorate,  as part of the Dohuk Governorate cholera prevention 
plan.  

Water, Sanitation & Hygiene (WASH)   
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Through the Dahuk Water Directorate, UNICEF continues to support water trucking in Zakho, 
Dohuk, Shikhan, Khanke, Akre and Shariya Districts, providing access to safe water for over 
114,000 IDPs with 87 water trucks on a daily basis.  

In line with the immediate response plan jointly designed by the KRG and all humanitarian 
actors, UNICEF is continuing to upscale its WASH response and preparations for the newly 
established and planned IDP camps: contracts were awarded to UNICEF for Persivi 2 and Khanke 
camps, in Dahuk Governorate, with an estimated construction period of 30 days. Additionally a 
Letter of Agreement between UNICEF and Kirkuk Directorates of Water, Sewerage and 
Municipality was signed, in order to cover the emergency WASH needs in Laylan camp.  

UNICEF, with the support of its WASH implementing partners, continues with the rapid 
installation of hundreds of sanitation facilities, water tanks, digging and maintenance of 
boreholes, distribution of family water kits and garbage bags, as well as daily activities, such as 
water trucking, garbage removal and desludging of sanitation facilities in ten newly established 
IDP camps in Sulaymaniyah, Diyala, Erbil and Dahuk Governorates. In view of the approaching 
winter, UNICEF started installing solar boilers and steel shades as part of its winterization plan. 

In the centre and south of the country, in Qadissiya, Kerbala, Wassit and Missan Governorates, 
UNICEF’s WASH response is focused primarily on the improvement of access to safe water and 
sanitation for IDPs staying with host communities: over the past week, jointly with UNICEF 
implementing partners and the host communities, more than 12,050 IDPs where reached 
through the installation of water tanks and mobile sanitation facilities and the provision of 
hygiene kits, family water kits and other WASH Non-Food Items (NFIs).  

Additionally UNICEF, in cooperation with its implementing partner, is providing access to safe 
water to approximately 19,000 IDPs in Anbar Governorate, through daily water trucking 
activities. This is in addition to daily sewage and garbage collection, covering the needs of more 
than 6,400 IDPs. 

Since June 2014, UNICEF has provided access to safe water to a minimum of 645,178 IDPs, 
improved sanitation facilities and conditions for 222,064 IDPs and provided hygiene materials 
and increased hygiene awareness to 461,205 IDPs all over Iraq. 

Communication for Development (C4D) 
UNICEF established new and extended partnerships for social/community mobilization in Erbil, 
Dahuk and Sulaymaniyah Governorates, aiming to expand women-to-women dialogues, as well 
as community engagement around health and hygiene. 

A recent intervention of UNICEF’s partners is a mobile cinema for IDPs. Services will focus on 
the minority ethnic communities hosted in Dahuk Governorate affected by their contact with the 
violence of armed organized groups. UNICEF’s partner Nomadic Dream is screening 
entertainment films interspersed with Public Service Announcements (PSA) around health, 
hygiene and protection issues. 

An orientation and training in preparation of a large scale hygiene promotion campaign was 
conducted in Erbil. As a result, 18 facilitators from UNICEF, as well as implementing partners 
(Women Empowerment Group and Relief International) were deployed to Dahuk Governorate in 
order to support the Directorate of Health with health and hygiene promotion in 87 camp and 
non-camp IDP locations. The campaign started successfully, and a total of 31 teams are 
mobilized to reinforce and ensure awareness of safe water handling and other issues around 
sanitation. 
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Supply and Logistics 
UNICEF received WASH relief supplies and a charter flight with relief supplies for tents, hygiene 
kits, safety boxes and nutrition supplies arrived in Erbil on September 28 and is pending 
customs clearance. 

Procurement processes began for kindergarten and baby hut supplies, 20 generators, 344 
sanitation kits and 10 prefabricated caravans for CFS. Water relief supplies were dispatched to 
Sulaymaniyah, Kirkuk and Dahuk Governorates. Additionally, 10,000 plastic garbage bags were 
sent to the DoH.  

External Communications 
Promotional work with the German Government is underway in preparation for the visit of H.E. 
Gerd Mueller, German Minister for Economic Cooperation and Development.     

The ICO advocacy plan has been updated with analysis of progress against the three main 
priority pillars and tracking of activities toward achieving advocacy objectives.  

On social media, UNICEF continued to post infographics in English, Arabic and Kurdish and now 
has the most engagement from Iraqi users, with over 3,000 followers and 55,000 likes. Content 
of posts included an update on UNICEF’s Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism for Grave 
Violations of Child Rights, the rehabilitation of schools that have been used as shelters, 
increasing access to water and sanitation facilities and a video featuring the role of child friendly 
spaces in emergencies. 

A human interest story highlighting a breastfeeding mother during displacement to Sinjar 
mountain was re-published in French, and featured on the UNICEF National Committee’s website. 

 

 

 

 
UNICEF Syria Crisis: www.unicef.org/infobycountry/syriancrisis_68134.html   
UNICEF Syria Crisis Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicefmena  
UNICEF Syria and Syrian Refugees Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: 
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/index.html 
 

 
 
 
Disclaimer: This report is based on information received from various internal and open sources. 
With the exception of the UNICEF Programme Update, not all information could not be 
independently verified and as such, the report does not reflect the opinion or position of UNICEF. 
This report is intended for informational purposes and is not an official document. 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Marzio Babille 
Iraq Country Office, 
Tel: +964 780 919 4145 
Email: MBabille@unicef.org 
 
 

Jeffrey Bates 
Iraq Country Office, 
Tel: +964 780 196 4524 
Email: JBates@unicef.org 
 



Humanitarian Performance Monitoring  

  

High Priority Indicators 

UNICEF 
Response 

Plan 
Targets 

(Emergenc
y plan) 

UNICEF 
total 

reached 
January 1 - 
June 10 * 

UNICEF total 
reached June 

11 – 
September 29 

** 

UNICEF 
total 

reached 
January 1 - 
September 

29 
WASH 
# Emergency affected population provided 
with safe access to clean water 3.000,000 164,370 645,178 809,548 

# Emergency affected population reached with 
improved sanitation systems 200,000 157,800 222,064 379,864 

# Of school children benefiting from clean and 
sanitary learning environment for improved 
health and learning outcomes 

- 3,400 2,520 5,920 

# Of Emergency affected population provided 
with hygiene materials and sensitized to safe 
hygiene practices 

400,000 210,378 461,205 671,583 

EDUCATION 
# Of school-aged children including 
adolescents reached by schools  125,000 14,750 3,342 18,092 

# Of children received learning materials 125,000 5,955 2,216 8,171 
# Of teachers trained to provide psycho-social 
support 1,200 160 79 239 

HEALTH AND NUTRITION 
# Lactating mothers of children 0-23 months 
with access to IYCF counselling for appropriate 
feeding 

60,000 0 0 0 

# Of children provided with access to growth 
monitoring services 300,000 0 0 0 

# Of children and youth 6 months to 23 years 
vaccinated against measles  270,000 0 102,462 a 372,462 

# Of children under 5 vaccinated against Polio 300,000 175,000 201,304 a 376,304 
# Of Emergency affected population reached 
with health promotion campaigns 300,000 0 2,000 2,000 

CHILD PROTECTION 
# Of reported cases of grave violation of child 
rights verified and referred for support 2,500 74 239b 313 

# Of separated children in emergencies 
reunified or in alternative care 2,000 0 0 0 

# Of Emergency affected children provided 
with psycho-social support 50,000 430 9,535  9,965  

SOCIAL PROTECTION 
# Of most vulnerable families receiving child 
focused cash transfer 

10,000 
families 0 0 0 

RAPID RESPONSE 
# Of sudden displaced individuals in transit 
receiving essential relief items (family 
package) 

200,000  0 178,068 178,068c  

WINTERIZATION 
# Of most vulnerable children better protected 
from risks of winter 200,000 0 0 0 

* Period comprising response to Anbar IDP crisis 
** Period comprising response to Anbar IDP crisis and Ninewa crisis 
a This figure reflects only IDP children vaccinated throughout polio campaigns. Since polio immunization campaigns target all children 
under 5 years of age all over Iraq, beneficiary figures are estimates according to official IDP planning figures (1.1 million IDPs all over 
Iraq, of which approximately 200,000 are under 5 years of age, as off July 2014). Figures indicate the number of children that have been 
vaccinated at least once.  
b 77 cases have been identified and verified, though not referred to yet; 44 cases have only been identified 
c This figure reflects only the individuals reached through the Rapid Response Mechanism partners: DRC, NRC, ACTED, Mercy Corps, and 
Save the Children International. Given the sudden influx of IDPs in the first weeks of August 2014, other partners delivered rapid 
response packages reaching more than 15,000 individuals 


