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ituation Report 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
The revised Strategic Response Plan for Iraq (Sept 2014-December 2015) 
was launched on October 23, with an appeal of US$2.2 billion to respond to 
the urgent humanitarian needs of an estimated 5.2 million vulnerable 
people. This includes 1.8 million people who have been internally displaced 
since January 2014, 1.5 million people from communities hosting IDPs, 
more than 200,000 Syrian refugees and 1.7 million vulnerable people living 
in conflict areas outside of government control. Over US$600 million has been received against the appeal so far, leaving 
a funding gap of US$1.6 billion to the end of 2015. UNICEF is appealing for US$329.6 million as part of the revised SRP, 
out of which US$112.8 million has been received to date.  

Urgent funding is needed for winter-proof and winter-adequate supplies and infrastructure in light of the approaching 
winter season, during which temperatures can drop as low as -16 degrees Celsius in mountainous areas. The early onset 
of cold and rainy weather has already caused the first flood waters in IDP camps and damage to some communal and 
family tents.  

Highlights  
 

 On 23 October, the revised Strategic Response Plan for Iraq (SRP), 
was launched, with a US$ 2.2 billion appeal to meet the urgent 
humanitarian needs of 5.2 million vulnerable people. As part of the 
SRP, UNICEF is appealing for a total of US$329.6 million to the end of 
2015. 

 As part of UNICEF’s winterization response, UNICEF started 
distributing children’s winter clothing in Dohuk, Zakho, Shekhan, and 
Amedi Districts in Dohuk Governorate, reaching a total of 4,527 
children aged between 0 and 14 years. This was the first of a series of 
clothing distributions, aimed at reaching a total of 200,000 children. 

 The central Government of Iraq announced that it is planning to build 
prefabricated shelter units and provide caravans for 73,000 displaced 
families in various locations in the south and central governorates of 
Iraq. 

 UNICEF, in partnership with the government and implementing 
partners, is providing safe water on a daily basis to 278,000 IDPs in 
camp sites, unfinished and public buildings in Sulaymaniyah, Diyala, 
Dohuk, Erbil and Anbar Governorates. Water trucking activities are 
complemented by support to public urban water projects in 
Sulaymaniyah, Gremyan and Kirkuk involving the provision of 353.2 
tons of water purification chemicals, which will benefit an estimated 
750,000 people, including IDP and host communities.  

 
21st - 27th October 2014 

 

People in need of urgent 
humanitarian assistance  

5.2 million 

 
Target population 
 

WASH: 3,500,000  

Health: 340,000  

Education: 250,000  

Child Protection: 75,000 

Rapid Response: 1,400,000 

Winterization: 200,000  

 
UNICEF funding received  
(as of 24 October, 2014) 

US$112,806,871 
 
Requirements (as per UNICEF component 
of revised Strategic Response Plan for Iraq) 

 US$329,662,617 
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The central Government of Iraq announced that it is planning to build prefabricated shelter units and provide caravans 
for 73,000 displaced families in various locations in south and central governorates of Iraq, where an estimated 55 per 
cent of the 1.8 million IDPs are located. This includes in areas which are inaccessible to humanitarian actors as they are 
controlled either by ISIS or affiliated armed groups.  

Over the past weeks, more than 12,000 Syrian refugees from Kobane have crossed into the Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KR-
I), aggravating the burden on the already over-stretched government and humanitarian resources, including public 
services and infrastructure. The new influx of refugees constitutes a risk of importing wild polio disease from Syria, whose 
re-emergence in Syria, and to a lesser extent in Iraq, was confirmed last year. In response, UNICEF, in cooperation with 
WHO and the Ministry of Health (MoH), organized the fifth national polio campaign in October 2014.  

 

 

 

Humanitarian leadership and coordination 

Following the outbreak of conflict in Anbar, the spread of violence to surrounding governorates and the subsequent mass 
displacement, the Humanitarian Coordinator officially activated the cluster system in Iraq. UNICEF leads the WASH and 
Education Clusters and the Child Protection Sub-cluster and is coordinating the strategy and response to the multiple 
displacements with all cluster members. OCHA, UN agencies, and humanitarian partners have worked to coordinate the 
sector response for the influx of Syrian refugees with the cluster response for IDPs to promote an integrate response 
where possible.  

 

Humanitarian Strategy 

The UNICEF response strategy and priorities in Iraq are in line with the targets and objectives of the revised Strategic 
Response Plan (SRP) for the internal displacement crisis and remain focused on providing access to basic and life-
sustaining services for Iraqi IDP women and children and host communities in order to protect them from further 
deprivations or exposure to violence. The Regional Response and Resilience Plan (3RP) focusing on Syrian refugees is still 
under revision/development by the different clusters and sectors. UNICEF, in partnership with UN agencies, I/NGOs, local 
authorities and civil society organizations, continues to implement and consistently refine its rapid response as well as 
contingency planning in order to effectively address rapidly changing humanitarian needs resulting from fluid mass 
displacements. Drawing on a combined assessment and immediate, rapid response approach, UNICEF is providing multi-
sectoral packages of life-saving commodities and relief interventions to affected communities, particularly focusing on 
minorities and hard-to-reach, highly mobile populations. A multi-sectoral, holistic approach is also being adopted in 
UNICEF’s response to IDPs currently sheltering in schools, including joint WASH, health and nutrition, education, child 
protection and communication for development (C4D) interventions. With the onset of rains, winterization is an 
immediate response priority. 

Locations of multi-sectoral IDP needs assessments conducted by UNICEF staff, facilitators and implementing partners (total 532; 5 conducted between 21st  & 27th  

October); for more information on the detailed results of the assessment, visit this link. 

 

https://tinyurl.com/unicef-odk-mira-map
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Analysis of Program Response per Sector  
Child Protection  

UNICEF, in collaboration with its implementing partners, provided psychosocial support (PSS) services to a total of 9,077 
IDP children across the KR-I, of which 6,254 children (3,223 boys and 3,031 girls) were assisted through static child friendly 
spaces in the Governorate of Dohuk, 1,583 children (858 boys and 725 girls) in the Governorate of Erbil and 1,240 children 
(717 boys and 523 girls) in the Governorate of Sulaymaniyah.  In Anbar, Baghdad, Diyala, Ninewa and Salah al-Din 
Governorates, UNICEF facilitators and partners documented and verified a total of 26 incidents of grave violations 
against child rights (MRM cases) throughout the reporting period, while four cases were reported and are pending 
verification. In Bajid Kandala IDP Camp and in Shariya in Dohuk Governorate, a total of eight separated children were 
identified. In addition, three missing girls and 28 children with special vulnerabilities, including serious health concerns 
and disabilities, were recorded. Case files for these children have been reviewed and were referred for appropriate follow-
up. In Arbat IDP camp, Sulaymaniyah Governorate, a Drop-in Centre for working boys was established. Thus far, 15 boys 
received counselling and educational support and participated in recreational activities. In the same location, four new 
cases of unaccompanied and separated children (UASC) were identified and referred to ICRC and STEP for case 
management.  
 
Education  
With the official start of the school year across Iraq on October 22 2014, the overall situation of occupied schools by 
displaced populations and armed groups or military is slowly improving. IDPs moved out of 33 schools used as shelters in 
Diyala Governorate, 10 schools (out of 12 occupied) in Wassit Governorate, and 13 schools (out of 28 occupied) in Missan.  
In Kharki/Baghdad, most of the schools used by military forces were handed back for the launch of the new school year. 
However, in Dohuk Governorate 386 schools, primarily in Zakho, Dohuk and Sumel city centres, are still sheltering IDPs. 
As a result, the Government has further postponed the start of the new academic school year in Dohuk to December 
2014, with the exception of grades 10 to 12 from Dohuk and Sumel high schools and grades 12 from Zakho high schools, 
in order to ensure that these students have a chance to participate in ministerial examinations. 
Along with the rehabilitation of damaged schools, UNICEF is focusing on the installation of classroom tents in newly 
established IDP camps and areas with a high concentration of IDPs, in order to strengthen the capacity of existing schools 
to accommodate all IDP children’s schooling needs. The installation of 11 classroom tents was completed in Aliyawa IDP 
camp in Diyala Governorate, while the registration process is already on-going for the seven tented schools in Najaf 
Governorate, where UNICEF established 84 classroom tents. Some 4,372 students have already enrolled. UNICEF, in 
collaboration with its implementing partner INTERSOS, is continuously offering educational and recreational activities 
to 1,279 students in four locations across Erbil Governorate. 
 
Health & Nutrition 
UNICEF in partnership with WHO and the Ministry of Health (MoH) carried out a National Polio Campaign in October 
(October 19 – 23), for the whole of Iraq targeting 5.7 million children under the age of five years. This is the fifth national 
campaign this year and the seventh national campaign since the outbreak of polio in the Middle East in October 2013. 
Baji in Salah al-Din was the only district that could not be covered due to insecurity.  UNICEF is supporting the Directorate 
of Preventative Health in Dohuk to implement a health and hygiene promotion campaign for IDPs in the Governorate, 
with 36 teams planning to work across 87 IDP camp and non-camp locations to raise awareness about safe water handling 
and other sanitation and health issues.  UNICEF conducted a mission to Sulaymaniyah Governorate to revitalize and 
initiate health and nutrition interventions for IDPs hosted there. UNICEF is supporting the Directorate of Health (DoH) 
with immunization, growth monitoring and Antenatal Care (ANC) activities in Arbat IDP Camp, with intensive 
communication and advocacy activities planned for Infant and Young Child Feeding (IYCF) counselling, as well as a 
Sulaymaniyah-wide measles immunization campaign. 
 
Water, Sanitation & Hygiene (WASH)   
UNICEF, with the support of its implementing and government partners, is providing safe water on a daily basis to 
approximately 278,000 IDPs in camp sites, unfinished and public buildings in Sulaymaniyah, Diyala, Dohuk, Erbil, and 
Anbar Governorates. The water trucking activities are complemented by support to public urban water projects. 
Throughout the reporting period, UNICEF supported water projects in Sulaymaniyah, Gremyan and Kirkuk including the 
provision of 353.2 tons of water purification materials, which will benefit an estimated 750,000 people, including IDP and 
host communities. In line with the immediate response plan jointly designed by the KRG and all humanitarian actors, 
UNICEF continues to upscale its WASH response and preparations for the newly established and planned IDP camps. 
Installation of new systems and the daily operation and maintenance of existing water and sanitation facilities are 
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ongoing. In Aliyawah New Camp in Diyala Governorate, UNICEF supplied a 70,000 litre water storage tank benefiting 
3,500 IDPs. In Laylan Camp in Kirkuk Governorate (designed to host 1,500 IDPs families) half of the water network and 
185 out of 285 cesspools for black and grey water were completed in cooperation with the Directorate of Municipality in 
Kirkuk. In Khanke Camp, UNICEF in cooperation with the Directorate of Surrounding Water (DoSW) is up-scaling the 
WASH response.  UNICEF in cooperation with the Missan Government is preparing its WASH response for an estimated 
750 IDPs, who were recently moved from schools and occupied buildings to the newly established camp in Amara-Missan.  
They are in urgent need of WASH facilities including 60 latrines and bathing units. 
The heavy rain throughout the reporting period constituted a major constraint for the continuous construction of 
sanitation and water facilities in Khanke and Bajid Kandala camp in Dohuk Governorate, causing implementation delays. 
The weather conditions additionally halted solid waste disposal in some locations in Northern Iraq and are expected to 
increasingly affect other WASH related activities, such as water trucking and desludging. WASH activities in the central 
and south of Iraq were not affected by the increasingly challenging weather conditions. UNICEF continues to serve more 
than 2,600 IDPs in informal settlements in Najaf and Kerbala Governorates through desludging septic tanks and 800 IDPs 
in Anbar Governorate through solid waste disposal.  In an effort to expand access to hygiene materials and awareness, 
UNICEF continues to conduct hygiene promotion activities and initiate preparations for special events for the upcoming 
hand-washing and cleaning days in IDP camp sites in the KR-I. Additionally, hygiene awareness campaigns, including on 
menstrual hygiene are ongoing in Najaf, targeting 550 IDP women and girls.  

Since June 2014, UNICEF has provided access to safe water for 801,661 IDPs, improved sanitation facilities and conditions 
for 233,810 IDPs and provided hygiene materials and increased hygiene awareness to 537,466 IDPs all over Iraq. 

 
As part of UNICEF’s winterization response, UNICEF started distributing children’s winter clothing in Dohuk, Zakho, 
Shekhan, and Amedi Districts in Dohuk Governorate, reaching a total of 4,527 children aged between 0 and 14 years. 
This was the first of a series of clothing distributions, aimed at reaching a total of 200,000 children. 

 
Communication for Development (C4D) 
C4D outreach activities focused on communication with targeted IDP communities prior to winter clothing distribution, 
with a focus on children up to the age of 14 years, in order to ensure facilitate implementation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next SitRep: 05/11/2014 

UNICEF Syria Crisis: www.unicef.org/infobycountry/syriancrisis_68134.html   
UNICEF Syria Crisis Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicefmena  
UNICEF Syria and Syrian Refugees Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/index.html 

 
 
 
Disclaimer: This report is based on information received from various internal and open sources. With the exception of the 
UNICEF Programme Update, not all information could not be independently verified and as such, the report does not reflect 
the opinion or position of UNICEF. This report is intended for informational purposes and is not an official document. 

Who to contact 
for further 
information: 

Marzio Babille 
Iraq Country Office, 
Tel: +964 780 919 4145 
Email: MBabille@unicef.org 
 
 

Jeffrey Bates 
Iraq Country Office, 
Tel: +964 780 196 4524 
Email: JBates@unicef.org 
 

http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/syriancrisis_68134.html
http://www.facebook.com/unicef
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/index.html
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Humanitarian Performance Monitoring  

 

High Priority Indicators* 
Target 

(revised SRP) 

UNICEF total 
reached 

Jan 1 - June 10 ** 

UNICEF total 
reached June 11 
– October 27*** 

UNICEF total 
reached January 

1 – October 27 

WASH 

# Of targeted populations with access to a 
sufficient quantity of safe water for drinking, 
cooking and personal hygiene 

3.500,000 164,370 801,661 966,031 

# Of targeted populations with access to 
appropriate sanitation facilities and services 

500,000 157,800 233,810 391,610 

# Of school children benefiting from clean and 
sanitary learning environment for improved 
health and learning outcomes 

200,000 3,400 2,520 5,920 

# Of targeted populations with access to basic 
hygiene items and messages on safe hygiene 
practices 

900,000 210,378 537,466 747,844 

EDUCATION 

#  Of IDP children (6-17 years old) with access to 
education opportunities 

125,000 14,750 3,671 18,421 

#  Of host community children (6-17 years old) 
regain access to education opportunities 

125,000 - - - 

#  Of children with access to psychosocial 
support in education programmes 

60,000 1,600 790 2,390 

HEALTH AND NUTRITION 

# Of children provided with access to growth 
monitoring (nutrition screening) services 

340,000 - 1,121 1,121 

#  Of children 6 months – 15 years vaccinated for 
measles  

IDP: 270,000 - 143,969 a 143,969 

Host: 5.10 m - 0 0 

# Of children 0 59 months vaccinated for Polio in 
crises affected areas 

IDP: 340,000 175,000 325,894 a 325,894 

Host: 5.6 m 0 5,282,248 5,282,248 

CHILD PROTECTION 

#  Of grave violations of child rights verified and 
documented 

2,500 74 249 323 

#  Of children receiving specialized child 
protection services: reunified or in alternative 
care 

2,000 0 0 0 

#  Of children accessing Psychosocial Support 
Services 

75,000 430 9,535  9,965  

SOCIAL PROTECTION 

# Of most vulnerable families receiving child 
focused cash transfer 

10,000 
families 

- 0 0 

RAPID RESPONSE 

# Of sudden and multiple displaced individuals 
receiving essential relief items (family package) 

1,400,000  - 198,474 198,474b  

WINTERIZATION 

# Of most vulnerable children better protected 
from risks of winter with appropriate clothing 

200,000 - 6,424 6,424 

# Of most vulnerable individuals reached with 
interventions (other than clothing) aiming at 
protecting them from the risks of winter 

- - 31,494 31,494 

* High Priority Indicator Table still under revisions according to the revised SRP, released October 23, 2014.; ** Period comprising response to Anbar IDP crisis only 
*** Period comprising response to multiple IDP crisis, from Anbar crisis on; a This figure reflects only IDP children vaccinated throughout polio campaigns. Since polio 
immunization campaigns target all children under 5 years of age all over Iraq, beneficiary figures are estimates according to official IDP planning figures (1.1 million 
IDPs all over Iraq, of which approximately 200,000 are under 5 years of age, as off July 2014). Figures indicate the number of children that have been vaccinated at 
least once.; b This figure reflects only the individuals reached through the Rapid Response Mechanism partners: DRC, NRC, ACTED, Mercy Corps, and Save the 
Children International. Given the sudden influx of IDPs in the first weeks of August 2014, other partners delivered rapid response packages reaching more than 
15,000 individuals. 


