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 After temporary disruption of most ongoing water trucking activities 

in the North of Iraq, due to armed conflict, UNICEF is supporting the 

Dahuk Water Directorate with the daily provision of 67 water trucks 

across Dahuk Governorate, serving 80,500 IDPs in schools, 

settlements, unfinished buildings, and within the host communities. 

 

 In response to the dire conditions of IDPs, sheltered in more than 500 

schools in Dohuk Governorate, UNICEF developed a multi-sectoral 

response to IDPs in schools, including WASH, health and nutrition, 

education, child protection and communication for development 

(C4D). UNICEF will target the 20 percent of the worst affected schools 

(according to number of IDPs and crowdedness), which is equivalent 

to assisting more than 50 per cent of the IDPs currently hosted in 

schools in Dahuk Governorate. Needs assessments of the 103 selected 

schools have already started. 

 

 UNICEF’s information management unit liaised with the Directorate of 

Education in Dahuk to create a comprehensive database and mapping 

of all schools in Dahuk, including standard administrative information, 

as well as data on IDP numbers hosted inside the schools.  

 

 According to OCHA, an estimated 1.45 million of 30.7 million people 

are displaced throughout the country since January 2014. 

 

 The interagency child protection rapid assessment (CPRA) was 

completed in Sulaymaniyah Governorate. After a two day training of 

36 enumerators from 11 participating agencies, a three day CPRA 

exercise was conducted, during which 205 key informants and 36 focus 

group discussions for adolescents were interviewed in various 

locations in Sulaymaniyah Governorate. 

 

19th – 25th August 2014 

 

People in need 

1,500,000  

(SRP 20 June 2014 estimate; SRP planning figures to 
be revised by August) 

 

 People currently displaced  

1,450,000  

(SRP 20 June 2014 estimate)  

Target population  

Health: 360,000  

WASH: 3,000,000  

Education: 126,200  

Child Protection: 50,000 

Rapid Response: 200,000 

Winterization: 200,000  

UNICEF Funding  

US$ 103,243,329 

(including recovery costs) 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  

According to OCHA, an estimated 1.45 
million of 30.7 million people are displaced 
throughout Iraq since January 2014. This 
number is in addition to prior displaced 
people and Syrian refugees hosted 
primarily in northern Iraq. Within the last 
days, population movements within and 
towards the KR-I have stabilized. Few IDPs 
are reportedly returning to their places of 
origin over safe routes, many in search for 
their family members. In contrast, central 
and southern Iraq (Najaf, Kerbala, 
Baghdad, Basrah and Al Qaddisiya) 
continues to witness influx of IDPs from 
Ninewa and Anbar Governorates, and is 
experiencing increasing difficulties to 
support the growing number of IDPs. 

An inter-agency assessment highlighted 
the needs of the affected populations for 
improved access to information and 
communication, next to their physical 
necessities. 

The security situation continues to remain 
fluid. There are a growing number of 
reports on abductions of women, 
particularly from minority groups, by armed groups, as well as cases of human trafficking, sexual violence, and cases of 
grave violations against the rights of the child. 

 

 

Humanitarian leadership and coordination 

Following the outbreak of conflict in Anbar, the spread of violence to surrounding governorates, and the subsequent 

mass displacement, the Humanitarian Coordinator officially activated the cluster system in Iraq. UNICEF leads the WASH 

and Education Clusters and the Child Protection Sub-cluster and is coordinating the strategy and response of all cluster 

members to the multiple displacements. OCHA, UN agencies, and humanitarian partners have worked to coordinate the 

Locations of multi-sectoral IDP needs assessments conducted by UNICEF staff, facilitators and implementing partners (total 233; 49 conducted between 19th & 

25th August); for more information on the detailed results of the assessment, visit this link.  
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sector response for the influx of Syrian refugees with the cluster response for IDPs to promote an integrated response 

where possible.  

Both, Education and WASH Cluster are meeting on a weekly basis, in order to coordinate the response across Iraq. In the 

light of the revision of the Strategic Response Plan, for the IDPs across Iraq and the Regional Response Plan for the Syrian 

Refugee Crisis, affecting Primarily the north of Iraq, the clusters are currently meeting with all humanitarian partners in 

order to reassess and adjust planning, targets, coordination and implementation.  

The KRG Minister of Education attended an Education Cluster meeting recently, in which he appealed to all partners to 

support the region in the ‘State of Educational Emergency’. 

Humanitarian Strategy 

The UNICEF response strategy and priorities in Iraq are in line with the targets and objectives of the Strategic Response 

Plan (SRP) for the internal displacement crisis and remain focused on providing access to basic and life sustaining services 

for Iraqi IDP women and children in order to protect them from further deprivations or exposure to violence. Both the 

SRP and the 3RP are currently under revision and development by the different clusters and sectors. UNICEF, in 

partnership with UN agencies, I/NGOs, local authorities and civil society organizations, continues to implement and 

consistently refine its rapid response as well as contingency planning in order to effectively address rapidly changing 

humanitarian needs posed by fluid mass displacements. Drawing on a combined assessment and immediate, rapid 

response approach, UNICEF started providing multi-sectoral packages of life-saving commodities and relief 

interventions to affected communities, particularly focusing on minorities and hard to reach, highly mobile populations. 

A multi-sectoral, holistic approach is also being adopted in UNICEF’s response to the IDPs currently living in schools, 

including WASH, health and nutrition, education, child protection and communication for development (C4D). 

Analysis of Program Response per Sector  

Child Protection  

For the reporting period, UNICEF in collaboration with its implementing partners, established 8 additional Child Friendly 

Spaces (CFS) across Dohuk and Ninewa Governorates. In total, 4,156 children (2,371 boys and 1,470 girls) had access to 

and received psychosocial support services in Erbil, Dahuk and Sulaymaniyah Governorates.  

A functional inter-agency child protection information management system (CPIMS) was established in Dahuk 

Governorate for the context of the IDP emergency. All cases of unaccompanied and separated children have been 

documented into the CPIMS, and a training plan was developed to roll-out the data management system for all partners 

in the Governorate.   

A training was conducted for 60 participants from NGO partners in Dahuk Governorate on child protection monitoring 

and reporting. The content of the training included child protection in emergencies, MRM cases/incidents identification, 

data collection and reporting. In addition, 15 MRM incidents were verified and documented.  

The interagency child protection rapid assessment (CPRA) was completed in Sulaymaniyah Governorate. After a two day 

training of 36 enumerators from 11 participating agencies, a three day CPRA exercise was conducted, during which 205 

key informants and 36 focus group discussions for adolescents were interviewed in various locations in Sulaymaniyah 

Governorate. 

Education  

The education cluster is facing several crucial challenges in order to assist the KRG and federal Ministry of Education with 

the start of the new academic school year in September, which is likely to experience delays in multiple areas affected 

by displacement. Challenges include the vacation and rehabilitation of schools, the creation of alternatively safe learning 

spaces (tents, caravan or pre-fab) for the IDP children, the endorsement of curricula by the relevant authorities, the 

preparation and distribution of textbooks and other materials, to the (re)deployment, training and payment of teachers. 

UNICEF’s information management unit liaised with the Directorate of Education in Dahuk to create a comprehensive 

database and mapping of all schools in Dahuk, including standard administrative information, as well as data on IDP 

numbers hosted inside the schools. This database is used to make an informed decision on rapid and medium term multi-

sectoral assistance for IDPs in schools. 
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The postponed examinations for IDP children from grade 6, 9 and 12 in the KR-I scheduled for August 17-18th started 

according to plan and are still ongoing. To date over 5,000 IDP students in Dahuk and 2,750 IDP students in Sulaymaniyah 

Governorate took the opportunity to participate in the examinations. The main concerns in Dahuk were 

the transportation costs for daily commuting to and from examination centers and the need to support students 

financially.  The KRG has been providing no cost examination centers in Dahuk, additional to monetary support provided 

by MoE in Baghdad. 

Secondary level examinations for Ninewa Governorate are proceeding, with a total of 5,000 students currently registered 

for examinations (grades 9, 12). This is a huge achievement considering the current multiple displacement context, 

affecting some 48,000 teachers and 830,000 students in Ninewa Governorate1.  

As rapid response to the massive influx of IDPs primarily into Dahuk Governorate since the beginning of August, UNICEF 

liaised with 18 headmasters in different schools in Dahuk and provided 15 recreational kits, in order to initiate recreational 

activities for the affected children hosted in the schools and surrounding areas.  Throughout the reporting period only 8 

schools could offer recreational activities to an average of 1,300 due children, due to the continuous movement of IDPs.  

In Shaqlawa at Zewer School a variety of sports and other extra-curricular activities took place, benefitting approximately 

188 students and 231 students from various grades received teaching and learning materials. The school is expecting 

more children to register in the offered services, due to active advocacy and is planning to initiate two shift-system. 

Furthermore, in Baherka Camp, three new tents were installed, replacing former tents damaged by a sandstorm. 

Educational services had temporarily been disrupted. 

Health & Nutrition 

The Iraqi Ministry of Health with the support of UNICEF and 

WHO conducted a polio vaccination campaign from August 

10th – 14th 2014 across 13 high risk governorates, including 

Baghdad, Babil, Kerbala, Najaf, Diyala, Anbar, Salah Al-Din, 

Ninewa, Kirkuk, Erbil, Sulaymaniyah, Wassit and Dahuk. 

The polio vaccination campaign was one of the largest 

humanitarian intervention in conflict affected areas in Iraq 

since June 2014, covering all targeted districts, with the 

exception of four in Ninewa and six in Salah Al-Din 

Governorates, due to active military conflict.   

Overall, 3.72 million children under five years of age were 
vaccinated against polio during the campaign; this is 
approximately 94 per cent of the target (3.95 million).  The 
areas with the lowest intended coverage were Salah Al-Din 
(33%) and Ninewa (65%), while the highest was in Dahuk 
Governorate (128%)2.   

A big quantity of cold chain equipment, nutritional supplies 

and items, diarrhoeal disease kits and resuscitation equipment’s was dispatched to the DOH in Dahuk, Erbil and 

Sulaymaniyah Governorates. The medical supplies and equipment is sufficient to be distributed among dozens of health 

care facilities and hospitals, benefitting not only thousands of IDPs, but as well host communities. 

In the health and nutrition coordination meeting on August 19 in Dahuk, all cluster members discussed the current IDP 

crisis, nutrition supplementation and distribution standards, the rapid nutritional assessment of IDPs, means to ensure 

mental, curative and preventive health services (fumigation, vaccination, disease surveillance, health inspection etc.) and 

mapped existing services provided by partners, including mobile health services. Deliberating on access to health 

services and the stretched capacities of health facilities by the large numbers of IDPs, the cluster members agreed to 

send an international appeal for support on urgent needs.  

                                                        
1 The total number of students from Ninewa Governorate registered and participating in examination (in- and outside the Governorate) are 25,000 students from 
grade 12; 45,000 grade 9 and 65,000 grade 6 students. 
2 These coverage estimates are based on the government’s most accurate population estimates for these areas. The results reflect the mass 
displacement and population movement, inaccessibility, as well as the impossibility to obtain an accurate denominator for the areas. 
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The Ministry of Health Erbil, EPI mangers, WHO and UNICEF agreed on a preliminary plan for conducting a measles 

campaign in the three KR-I Governorates, targeting six months to five years old children, including host community, IDPs 

and refugees. The target group among refugees and IDPs will include children up to 15 years of age.  

Water, Sanitation & Hygiene (WASH) 

Following the most recent wave of displacement in the beginning of August 2014, WASH cluster partners have been 

readjusting the immediate response in line with the shifting needs. While the provision of immediate, life-saving WASH 

interventions, including safe drinking water and sanitation facilities  is still a priority of all WASH partners, UNICEF is 

looking for more sustainable approaches, such as water trucking, rather than bottled water.  Focusing on the most critical 

areas in key locations in Dahuk (Zakho, Kanki, Sharia and Bajid Kandala); Erbil (Ainkawa and Baherka); Sulaymaniyah 

(Chamchamal and Kalar); Najaf (Najaf City); Diyala (Khanaqin) and Baghdad (Al Nanahrawan Camp) partners are 

working closely with the Government Emergency Cells to address the needs of the displaced gathering in schools and 

collective shelter as well as the most vulnerable who are residing in unfinished buildings.  

After temporary disruption of most ongoing water trucking activities in the North of Iraq, due to armed conflict, UNICEF 

is supporting the Dahuk Water Directorate with the daily provision of 67 water trucks across Dahuk Governorate, serving 

80,500 IDPs in schools, settlements, unfinished buildings, and within the host communities.These activities are to bridge 

the gap in water supply that the government has identified in many locations. Additionally, UNICEF, with the support of 

its partners, is continuously providing close to 300,000 liters of safe water on a daily basis to a minimum of 14,000 IDPs 

in Anbar Governorate and daily solid waste disposal for more than 7,000 individuals. 

At the same time, the WASH Cluster, with UNICEF as lead agency, is mapping out and commencing interventions as IDP 

camps are rapidly established by the government. Since the beginning of August, UNICEF installed 343 sets of mobile 

latrines and showers alone in the new IDP camps in Bajid Kandala and Kanki in Dahuk Governorate and is in the process 

of installing more in the newly established camps in Erbil and Diyala Governorate. 

Additionally, UNICEF initiated an inter-sectoral response to IDPs in schools, targeting 100 occupied schools across Dahuk 

Governorate (20 percent of the total occupied schools) that will benefit 52 percent of the IDPS sheltered in schools.  

Within the framework of UNICEF’s Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM), partner NGOs (NRC, ACTED, DRC) continued to 

distribute safe drinking water, supplementary food, and urgently needed hygiene and WASH NFI supplies in order to 

attend to the most immediate needs of the IDPs. Since the start of RRM in the beginning of August, 78,763IDPs have 

benefitted from this program. 

UNICEF trained 30 female hygiene mobilizers from LNGOs on “Hygiene and Sanitation Education in the Humanitarian 

and Development Context”, followed by an awareness campaign along with the distribution of hygiene kits.  

Communications for Development (C4D)  

UNICEF C4D facilitators supported the Directorate of Health (DoH) in Diyala Governorate to raise awareness on 

immunization for children and supported the DoH team to vaccinate children in Saleh Agha Village in Khanaqin District. 

Additionally, UNICEF C4D facilitators and implementing partners, Relief International (RI) and Women Empowerment 

Organization (WEO) continue the needs assessments of IDP populations in schools, churches and sports centres in 

Ainkawa in Erbil District  as well as Dohuk Governorate and support monitoring and follow up of supply distributions. 

The Ministry of Youth and Culture, with the support of UNICEF, is piloting a child friendly project in Badlisi School in 

Dahuk Governorate, and initiated the production of a TV spot for the 25th CRC anniversary. 

UNICEF’s implementing partner FPA had to suspend C4D activities temporarily due to armed conflict in surrounding 

areas in Gwer. In an effort to scale up C4D and expand coverage in Iraq, UNICEF is leading discussions with additional 

local partners to provide community mobilization support.   

External Communications 

UNICEF liaised with donor representatives including from the Department for International Development (DfID), the 

German Commissioner for Human Rights and the Prime Minister of Italy.  

ICO staff participated in 17 media interviews for outlets including the Wall Street Journal, BBC, the Associated Press and 

the New York Times. (These included interviews with UNICEF Iraq Representative Marzio Babille in his capacity as 
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Humanitarian Coordinator, a.i.) Staff also completed a human interest story regarding the experience of displacement 

in the context of World Breastfeeding Week. 

UNICEF participates in a daily external media coordination meeting with other humanitarian agencies to align messages 

in the response to massive internal displacement in Iraq. 

Supply and Logistics 

UNICEF airlifted 90 metric tons of humanitarian supplies to Erbil, including emergency food rations, 124 tents, 6 diarrheal 

disease kits, 16 midwifery kits, 200 Early Childhood Development Kits, 80 Water Distribution Kits, 70,000 packs of water 

purification tablets and  1000 jerry cans. 

Additionally UNICEF delivered 4 million doses of Oral Polio Vaccine (OPV) to the Ministry of Health for supply and 

immunization within Dahuk, Sulaymaniyah and Erbil Governorates and replenished UNICEF’s implementing partners’ 

stocks for the rapid response mechanism, including 12,400 family hygiene Kits (including buckets), 12,400 packs of 

drinking water (6 litres each), 869 cartons (24 packs/500g each carton) emergency food rations (BP-5), 700 buckets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next SitRep: 01/09/2014 

UNICEF Syria Crisis: www.unicef.org/infobycountry/syriancrisis_68134.html   
UNICEF Syria Crisis Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicefmena  

UNICEF Syria and Syrian Refugees Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/index.html 

 
 
 
Disclaimer: This report is based on information received from various internal and open sources. With the exception of the 
UNICEF Programme Update, not all information could not be independently verified and as such, the report does not reflect 
the opinion or position of UNICEF. This report is intended for informational purposes and is not an official document. 

Who to contact 
for further 
information: 

Marzio Babille 
Iraq Country Office, 
Tel: +964 780 919 4145 
Email: MBabille@unicef.org 
 
 

Jeffrey Bates 
Iraq Country Office, 
Tel: +964 780 196 4524 
Email: JBates@unicef.org 
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Humanitarian Performance Monitoring  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
UNICEF Response 

Plan Targets 
(Emergency plan) 

UNICEF total 
reached 

January 1st - 
June 10th * 

UNICEF total 
reached June 
11th – August 

24th ** 

UNICEF total 
reached 

January 1st - 
August 24th 

WASH 

# Emergency affected population provided with safe 
access to clean water 

3.000,000 164,370 476,873 641,243 

# Emergency affected population reached with improved 
sanitation systems 

200,000 157,800 131,176 288,976 

# Of school children benefiting from clean and sanitary 
learning environment for improved health and learning 
outcomes 

- 3,400 2,520 5,920 

# Of Emergency affected population provided with 
hygiene materials and sensitized to safe hygiene practices 

400,000 210,378 269,317 479,695 

EDUCATION 

# Of school-aged children including adolescents reached 
by schools  

125,000 14,750 2,574 17,324 

# Of children received learning materials 125,000 5,955 1,852 7,807 

# Of teachers trained to provide psycho-social support 1,200 160 60 220 

HEALTH AND NUTRITION 

# Lactating mothers of children 0-23 months with access 
to IYCF counselling for appropriate feeding 

60,000 0 0 0 

# Of children provided with access to growth monitoring 
services 

300,000 0 0 0 

# Of children and youth 6 months to 23 years vaccinated 
against measles  

270,000 0 11,433 a 11,433 

# Of children under 5 vaccinated against Polio 300,000 175,000 19,843 a 194,843 

# Of Emergency affected population reached with health 
promotion campaigns 

300,000 0 2,000 2,000 

CHILD PROTECTION 

# Of reported cases of grave violation of child rights 
verified and referred for support 

2,500 74 121b 195 

# Of separated children in emergencies reunified or in 
alternative care 

2,000 0 0 0 

# Of Emergency affected children provided with psycho-
social support 

50,000 430 8,519 8,949 

SOCIAL PROTECTION 

# Of most vulnerable families receiving child focused cash 
transfer 

10,000 families 0 0 0 

RAPID RESPONSE 

# Of sudden displaced individuals in transit receiving 
essential relief items (family package) 

200,000 0 78,763 78,763c 

WINTERIZATION 

# Of most vulnerable children better protected from risks 
of winter 

200,000 
0 0 

0 

* Period comprising response to Anbar IDP crisis 
** Period comprising response to Anbar IDP crisis and Ninewa crisis 
a This figure reflects only IDP children vaccinated in entry points, checks points and children remaining in unstable settings.  
b 77 cases have been identified and verified, though not referred to yet; 44 cases have only been identified 
c This figure reflects only the individuals reached through the Rapid Response Mechanism partners: DRC, NRC, ACTED, Mercy Corps, and Save 
the Children International. Given the sudden influx of IDPs, other partners delivered rapid response packages reaching more than 15,000 
individuals 


