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I. OVERVIEW OF COUNTRY HIGHLIGHTS  

 
GENERAL 
 
SECURITY 
 The humanitarian access situation in Southern Somalia and Northeastern Kenya remains 

challenging due to security concerns.  
 Kenya’s military involvement inside Somalia continues, with fighting ongoing in parts of Lower 

Juba, including bombing raids. The recent kidnapping of two additional aid workers from the 
Danish Demining Group in Galkayo has further restricted access in the border area between 
Northern and Southern Somalia.  

 Movement in northern Kenya has been restricted due to attacks on Kenyan government officials 
in the Garissa and Mandera areas. In Dadaab camp, programs are still restricted to life-saving 
activities since the abduction of two aid workers on the 13

th
 of October.  

 
SOMALIA  
 
 Insecurity and the on-going rains continue to impede access to populations in need in south 

Somalia. Increased population movements are being reported as a result of conflict and fear of 
being caught in cross-fire. 

 Since January, 318,262 children have been admitted and treated at UNICEF supported nutrition 
centres (including 126,131 severely malnourished children and 192,131 moderately malnourished 
children).  

 The mop up measles vaccination campaign in Mogadishu has been completed, covering 14 out of 
the planned 16 districts.  Two districts were not reached due to insecurity. Figures are being 
compiled. Preliminary reports from monitors indicate that a large number of children were reached 
including children that had never been vaccinated before. 

 During the week a total of 386,826 people gained access to water and 1,860 people newly 
accessed sanitation facilities. 

 A total of 31,933 children (including 14,376 girls and 17,557 boys) are benefiting from education, 
recreation and protection activities at 354 operational Child Friendly Spaces (CFS) in Bay, Hiraan, 
Bakool, Banadir, Lower/Middle Shabelle, Lower Juba and Gedo.  

 
ETHIOPIA  
 
Ethiopia Drought Situation   

 The food security situation continues to improve in most parts of Ethiopia, particularly in the 
highland areas.  Kiremt rains have been generally favourable for planting and crop development 
and improved availability of pasture and water.  The Meher harvest is likely to be average to 
above average. Meher assessment planning is currently underway and will start on 21 
November.  

 In Oromiya Region, phase I of the measles campaign has been completed in Bale and Borena 
zones and is on-going in East Hararghe and Guji zones. Data on number of children reached 
has not yet been compiled. The campaign is targeting more than 1 million children 6 months to 
15 years old in the region. 

 The overall water trucking requirement decreased from 39 trucks in the previous week to 28 this 
week. Currently, 26 trucks are operating, leaving a gap of 2 trucks. The 26 trucks are reaching 
an estimated 52,000 people.  
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Somali Refugee Situation 

 According to UNHCR, as of 1 November 2011, the Somali refugee population in the four Dollo 
Ado camps stands at 128,889 including 6,101 people in the transit center. The average number 
of daily new arrivals for the month of October stands at 276.   

 The enrolment of children in primary school continues with 4,400 out 39,581 school-aged 
children (5-11 years) enrolled in the 4 Dollo Ado refugee camps. Progress in terms of enrolment 
is currently limited by the slow recruitment of teachers. So far, the Administration for Refugees 
and Returnees Affairs (ARRA) has recruited 40 teachers out of the projected requirement of 
600 teachers. Discussions are underway on how to accelerate this. 

 The nutrition survey started in Kobe camp on 29 October and is due to start next week in 
Hiloweyn. In Bokolmayo and Melkedida camps, the surveys will be conducted at the end of the 
year.  

 The two Mobile Health and Nutrition Teams supported by UNICEF continue their health work in 
Hiloweyn and Kobe camps. Discussions are on-going on deployment of a third MHNT once the 
new camp, Buramino, is established.  

 During the reporting period, the MHNT in Kobe screened 230 children under five for 
malnutrition. A total of 30% of the children screened were suffering from Severe Acute 
Malnutrition (SAM) and 16% were suffering from Moderate Acute Malnutrition (MAM). Around 
5% of the total SAM cases and 9% of MAM cases were not enrolled in any nutrition treatment 
programme and were referred to the respective OTP/Supplementary Feeding Programme 
(SFP) centres.  

 After more than 2 weeks of cancellations due to the rains, flights to Dollo Ado resumed on 31 
October. 

 
Sudanese Refugee Situation (Blue Nile State) 

 As of 30 October, 8,676 refugees are reported to be residing in Sherkole camp which has a 
maximum capacity of housing 8,000 refugees. Approximately, 3,943 refugees are now living in 
the new Tongo camp, and 2,550 refugees are in the transit centre. 

 According to UNHCR, there are 563 unaccompanied or separated children (394 boys and 169 
girls) in the camps and the Adamazin transit centre.  This number is being confirmed and 
actions by partners outlined to respond to their needs.   

 
KENYA  
 
General Overview 
 Security incidents in Kenya continue with suspected links to militant groups from Somalia who 

have issued threats against Kenya following the country’s military operation within Somalia which 
began on 13 October 2011. 
 On 27 October four education officials killed along the Kenya-Somalia border near the town of 

Mandera.   The grenade and assault rifle attack by unknown assailants was directed at a bus 
carrying officials transporting examination papers to schools between Lafey District and 
Mandera;   

 On 28 October, a convoy of paramilitary police unit transporting officers from the Kenya-
Somalia border was blown up using a Remote Controlled Improvised Explosive Device 
(RCIED) about 85 kilometers from Dadaab on the Dadaab-Garissa Road.   Four officers were 
injured, including two with serious injuries; 

 On 30 October, the police border post of Ammuma was attacked by assailants using Rifle 
Propelled Grenades (RPGs).  Two grenades did not explode and the police officers escaped 
with minor injuries; 

 On 1 November, a Kenya military convoy on patrol near the Kenya-Somalia border town of 
Liboi was attacked in a road side ambush; one soldier was shot in the leg. 

 Related to security in the Dadaab refugee camps: 
 Police in Dadaab have recovered four AK47 assault rifles, 16 magazines and 466 rounds of 

ammunitions.  The Government of Kenya (GoK) has pledged to deploy additional police 
officers to the camps; 

 UNICEF is keeping road travel between Garissa and Dadaab camps to a minimum and 
people travelling from Nairobi to Dadaab will travel by air to Dadaab.   

 The man accused of carrying out the two grenade attacks in Nairobi on 24 October was 
sentenced to life in prison. 
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 The Kenya Defense Force (KDF) continued its joint military offensive with the Somali Transitional 
Federal Government (TFG) and other Somali allied militias against Islamic militants in southern 
Somalia.  Kenya and Somalia issued a joint appeal for foreign assistance, as Kenyan forces 
continue to launch air strikes in Somalia.   The Kenyan and Somali Prime Ministers asked for an 
international blockade of the Somali port town of Kismayo.  The Inter-Governmental Authority on 
Development (IGAD), which comprises six countries in the Horn of Africa region, welcomed 
Kenya’s military incursion into Somalia that began on 15 October 2011, and petitioned the UN 
Security Council to impose the blockade to counter insurgents. 

 Humanitarian operations have been increasingly restricted, and in some cases decreased, due to 
this increasing insecurity along the Kenya-Somalia border region as detailed above.   

 
Drought-Affected Areas in Kenya 
 In addition to increased insecurity across Kenya, heavy rains are hampering delivery of 

humanitarian assistance.  
 
Refugee Response 
 As reported last week, food, water, critical health and nutrition, and limited child protection 

services continue in the Dadaab refugee camps despite the heightened security measures and an 
agreement to limit operations to only essential services.  Temporarily suspended non-essential 
activities include income-generating projects, social services, infrastructural work and transport of 
asylum-seekers from the border to the camps by IOM.  In addition, cessation of registration of 
new refugees by the Department of Refugee Affairs (DRA) has continued this week.  

 Of considerable concern to UNICEF was this week’s decision to close primary schools (grades 1-
7) as a result of threats made to teachers working in the camps’ schools.  School examinations, 
which are taking place nationwide from 18 October to 14 November 2011, will however continue 
within the camps under tight security.  Those issuing the threats, assumed to be Al-Shabaab (AS) 
operatives, have indicated that they do not support non-Islamic education offered to Somali 
children and are ready to attack buses transporting teachers to the camp schools.     

 UNHCR has reported a significant reduction in the refugee influx into Kenya due to the ongoing 
military campaign between Kenyan forces and AS militants, as well as the onset of rains. 

 
DJIBOUTI 
 
 This week the Ministry of Energy and Water received water tankers, gasoil tankers, truck cranes, 

tank transporters, fuel tanks, and a hydraulic excavator from the Japanese Government. This 
equipment will strengthen the Government’s capacity to cope with the effects of drought and 
climate change by increasing access to surface water and replenishing the groundwater table, 
and accelerating reforestation and the revitalization of grazing lands.  
 

 An ECHO mission visited Djibouti from 30 October to 4 November. They were briefed by UNICEF 
on the nutrition situation in the country, and discussed ECHO’s support to the National Nutrition 
Program. UNICEF stressed the need to reinforce nutrition staffing and partnerships to address 
longer term interventions. 

 

 
II.      RAIN ASSESMENT:  

 
While the current rains are bringing some relief to drought- affected areas in Somalia, Ethiopia and 
Kenya, the rains have been uneven locally, with heavy rains leading to localized flooding and further 
displacements while other areas remain dry. The humanitarian community is continuing to try to 
mitigate the increasing risk of disease outbreaks. 

 
Overall, the start of the October to December rains has been timely in most areas including southern 
and southeastern Ethiopia, and southern Somalia, and early in coastal, pastoral and southeastern 
cropping lowlands of Kenya.

1
 

 
 In Ethiopia, the National Meteorological Agency and FEWS NET forecast near-normal to below 

normal Deyr rains throughout southern and southeastern pastoralist and agro-pastoralist areas 

                                                
1
 FEWSNET: East Africa Regional Rain Watch, October 2011 

http://www.csmonitor.com/tags/topic/Kenya
http://www.csmonitor.com/tags/topic/Somalia
http://www.csmonitor.com/tags/topic/Raila+Odinga
http://www.csmonitor.com/tags/topic/Kismayo
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due to the weak reemergence of the La Niña weather event. However, FEWS NET has indicated 
that the October to December rains may cease earlier than expected.  

 Heavy rains in parts of eastern Somali Region (Birkot, Denan, Ferfer, Gunagado, Kebridehar, 
Kelafo, Maraato, and Mustahil woredas) have caused minor flooding. Assessment of the flood 
impacts is ongoing. Despite the outcome of the current rains, a single rainy season will not be 
sufficient to initiate full recovery from years of prolonged drought in Ethiopia’s affected areas.   
 

 In Somalia, the seven day forecast (map) points towards reduced rainfall activities in the country.
2
 

Light rains are expected within the Juba valley while the Shabelle valley and the central regions 
may experience moderate rains. The northern parts of the country are expected to receive 
minimal or no rains during the forecast week.  

 The short (‘Deyr’) rainy season prompted planting activities in southern Somalia. However, the 
activities are below requirements given the large population migration from the affected areas in 
recent months. Nutrition surveys are currently being conducted in southern Somalia, which 
will confirm any changes in famine phase classification. The results of these assessments 
are expected mid-November. 

 Although the rains may improve promote the recovery of pasture and browse, they also raise the 
risk of increased mortality among already weakened populations. The onset of the October to 
December rains is the second seasonal cholera transmission period for Somalia.

 3
   The current 

rains has led to worsening road conditions in areas receiving heavy rainfall, impacting the delivery 
of humanitarian assistance to Gedo, Middle Juba, and Bay regions.  
 

 In Kenya, the early onset to the 2011 short‐rains season has been a respite for drought‐hit 
pastoral and marginal farm households who have experienced two to three successive failed 
seasons.  

 While the long rains maize crop harvesting ended in the south Rift, Nyanza and parts of Western 
in August, the bulk of long rains crop harvesting is underway in the main growing areas in North 
Rift and Western Kenya.  Nevertheless, high levels of food insecurity remain for poor households 
with non‐self‐supporting livelihoods who attempt to meet substantial food gaps largely through 
destructive coping strategies and accessing aid interventions. An estimated 3.75 million people 
constitute the food insecure population in rural areas. 

 
 

III. FUNDING 
 

TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO DATE AGAINST HAC (USD) – 31 October 2011 

Countries Revised HAC Needs 
Unfunded 

Amount Percent (%) 

Somalia 287.43 40.05 14% 

Kenya 47.79 6.23 13% 

Ethiopia 76.62 15.71 20.50% 

Djibouti 5.40 1.47 27% 

ESARO 7.45 6.59 88% 

Unallocated 
Regional Thematic*    

TOTAL 424.69        70.05 16% 

*A total of $76.1m (programmable) has been received as un-earmarked “thematic” funding for the current Horn 
of Africa crisis. ESARO has to date allocated $67.8m (programmable) of this to Country Offices as follows: 
Kenya-$8.5m; Somalia-$42m; Ethiopia-$9.8m; Eritrea-$7m; Djibouti-$ 0.5m.  A total of $2.4m has been allocated 
to the Regional Office. A total of $7m (programmable) is available for further allocations.  

 

                                                
2
 SWALIM Rainfall forecast, 3

rd
 November. 

3
 WHO, Health Bulletin, 18 October, 2011. The first seasonal cholera transmission period correspond to the long rainy seasons 

March/April to May/June.  
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Next SitRep: 
 10 November 2011  
 
For further information, please contact: 

 

Elhadj As Sy 
Regional Director 
UNICEF Eastern and 
Southern Africa 
Regional Office 
Telephone: +254 20 
762 2226 
E-mail: 
esy@unicef.org 

 

Elke Wisch 
Deputy Regional 
Director 
UNICEF Eastern and 
Southern Africa 
Regional Office 
Telephone: +254 20 
762 2304 
E-mail: 
ewisch@unicef.org 
 

 

 

Robert McCarthy 
Regional Emergency 
Advisor  
UNICEF Eastern and 
Southern Africa 
Regional Office 
Tel: +254 70 262 2176 
Mob: +254 722 701505 
E-mail: 
rmccarthy@unicef.org 

 

Michael Klaus 
Regional Chief of 
Communication   
UNICEF Eastern and 
Southern Africa 
Regional Office 
Tel: +254 20 762 2214 
Mob: +254 716 431880 
E-mail: 

mklaus@unicef.org   

Follow us on unicef.org; Twitter and Facebook 
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