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I. OVERVIEW OF COUNTRY HIGHLIGHTS  

 
GENERAL 
 
SECURITY 
� The deterioration of the security situation continues to threat relief efforts in Somalia and Kenya. 

The recent kidnapping of two additional aid workers from the Danish Demining Group (one US 
and one Danish citizen) in Galkayo, Somalia is raising further concern on access as many 
humanitarian partners operate from there.  
 

ON WATCH:  
� Until the updated nutrition and mortality indicators become available the food security situation in 

Somalia remains as classified during the post Gu 2010/11 assessment (Jul – Dec 2011) with an 
estimated 4 million people in crisis.
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SOMALIA  
 
� A total of 85,386 households received monthly blanket supplementary food rations benefitting 

approximately 512,316 people, including 102,463 children under five years of age, in Bay, 
Bakool, Hiran, Middle Juba and Lower Shabelle.  

� In total since January, 103,163 severely malnourished children and 178,580 moderately 
malnourished children have been admitted and treated in UNICEF supported nutrition centres. 
In addition, 39,395 HHs (236,370 people) have been admitted into the wet feeding programme 
to date. 

� The mop up measles vaccination campaign in Mogadishu has kicked off on 26 October, 
targeting over 750,000 children aged 6 months to 15 years.  Since July, UNICEF/WHO and 
partners have reached over one million children (6 months to 15 years) with measles 
vaccinations in Mogadishu and Baidoa IDP camps, Gedo, Galgaduud, Mudug, Lower Juba and 
Hiran regions (out of a targeted 2.9 million), while 935,811  children aged 6-59 months received 
Vitamin A and 190,125 children aged 12-59 months received deworming tablets. 

� A total of 31,183 children are being reached in 325 Child Friendly Spaces (CFSs) now 
operational in Bay, Bakool, Banadir and Lower Shabelle, Lower Juba and Gedo. 

� UNICEF supported over 1.5 million people to gain access to clean water (including chlorination, 
vouchers, trucking and construction and rehabilitation of water points), while almost 56,000 to 
gain access to sanitation and over 290,000 people to practice good hygiene and household 
water treatment. The global hand washing campaign, which kicked off on 15 October, has 
reached over 1.5 million people across the country. 

 
 

                                                
1 FSNAU- Quarterly Brief - Focus on Deyr Season Early Warning. Issued 25th of October, 2011. 
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ETHIOPIA  
 
Ethiopia Drought Situation   
� Most parts of Somali Region (Warder, Korahe, Gode, Liben, Degahbur, and Afdher Zones) 

continued to receive the seasonal Deyr rains that started in the last week of September, 
improving access to water for humans and animals and regenerating pasture for animals. 
Following the rains, flooding has been reported in Danan, Maraato, Gunagado, Birkot, Kelafo, 
Mustahil and Ferfer of the Region. 

� In Oromiya Region, apart from East and West Hararghe, other drought affected areas are 
experiencing rains over the last one week. 

� The Disaster Risk Management and Food Security sector (DRMFSS) of Ministry of Agriculture, 
Government of Ethiopia has scheduled to have the bi-annual needs assessment (Meher 
Assessment) to start on 26 November. The Assessment will be multi-sectoral and will estimate 
the humanitarian requirements for the areas expecting harvest in last quarter of 2011. 

� Phase 1 of the integrated Measles SIA in Somali region was completed with 664,210 (82% of 
target) and 230,862 (76% of target) children reportedly immunized for measles and polio 
respectively. 

� The overall water trucking requirement has decreased from 78 trucks in the previous week to 39 
this week. Currently, 34 trucks are operating, leaving a gap of 5 trucks. The 34 trucks are 
benefiting an estimated 68,000 people.  

� From 10 to 13 October, DRMFSS, together with a series of partners, organized a variety of events 
in celebration of the international Day for Disaster Reduction. These included site visits to flood 
risk management and community managed DRR projects in Dire Dawa and Doba as well as a 
host of media and advocacy events aimed at raising awareness. The events culminated in a 
national conference with the theme of Building Disaster and Climate Resilient Communities. 

 
Somali Refugee Situation 

• According to UNHCR, as of 24 October 2011, the Somali refugee population in the four Dollo Ado 
camps stands at 132,732 (including people in the transit center). The average daily number of 
new arrivals for the week of 19-24 October stands at 142, a decrease from the previous week’s 
average of 454 arrivals.  

• On 20 October, classes for the 2011/12 school year began in Hiloweyn and Kobe camps in Dollo 
Ado. For the other two camps, Bokolmayo and Melkedida, schools started on 15 October. So far, 
with registration just beginning, an estimated 2,100 children are attending the schools in the four 
camps. 

• Following rains in parts of the Region, scheduled and charter flights to Dollo Ado remain 
cancelled. Instead, partners have to organise road travel making it a two-day one-way journey 
Addis-Dollo Ado. 

 
Sudanese Refugee Situation (Blue Nile State) 
� Following resumption of fighting on the Sudanese side of Kurmuk on 21 October, more than 

1,500 Sudanese asylum seekers crossed into Kurmuk, Ethiopia, on 22-23 October. The total 
number of Sudanese refugees living in the camps in Benishangul Gumuz stands at 13,018. 

� During the reporting period, UNICEF conducted an assessment of infant feeding practices of 
refugees in Sherkole and Tongo camps, as well as at Gizan and Kurmuk reception sites. The 
assessment is recommending the establishment of baby friendly spaces.  

 
 
KENYA  

General Overview 
� The USG has agreed to provide an additional $100 million, primarily in food assistance, for 

drought-affected areas of Kenya, Ethiopia and Somalia.  This is beyond the almost $650 million 
for food and humanitarian assistance already provided by the USA. 

� Kenya’s defence forces began a military action in cooperation with pro-Somali government forces 
on 15 October 2011 and are slowly moving towards Afmadow, just north of Kismayo. 

� Somalia and Kenyan governments signed an agreement to “cooperate in undertaking security 
and military operations” including “coordinated pre-emptive action”; though shortly after on 25 
October 2011, the Somali President announced he did not support the Kenyan military action.   
Fears have been expressed about the extent to which this operation will become a drawn-out 
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military campaign and concerns have been raised by UNHCR and humanitarian agencies related 
to the impact of the military operation on asylum seekers and IDPs from famine areas in Somalia.   

� Following the military incursion by Kenyan defence forces, al-Shabaab spokesmen have 
threatened retaliation within Kenya.   Violent attacks have since occurred on Kenyan soil, 
primarily targeting Kenyan civilians including: 
� two grenade blasts in Nairobi which killed one person and wounded 25 on 24 October.  One 

grenade was thrown into a bar just after midnight Sunday wounding 13 people; and a second 
grenade was thrown at a bus terminal before 8:00 p.m., killing one person and leaving eight in 
critical condition.  Police said no firm evidence was yet been found to link the attacks to 
Somalia’s al-Shabaab.  Spokesmen for the group declined to comment on either blast; 

� arrest of a Kenyan man from his home in a low-income area of Nairobi about 15 km from the 
city centre, suspected of belonging to a terrorist group.  The man was detained along with an 
arms cache;   

� arrest of two doctors living near the border with Somalia suspected of supporting the al-
Shabaab movement.  

� With possible security threats emanating from al-Shabaab or other criminal elements - or more 
likely a combination of both of these inter-connected networks, the GoK is intensifying its anti-
terrorist and criminal investigation efforts, with a focus on hot spots in the country including 
Nairobi, Nakuru, and the towns in Northeastern Province which borders Somalia.   
 

Drought-Affected Areas in Kenya 
� Rains continue, with heavy rainfall reported in Garissa, Ijara, Hola, Mandera, Dadaab, Marsabit 

and Moyale districts - as well as within parts of Dadaab Refugee Camps.  This has increased 
vulnerability to pneumonia and waterborne diseases, particularly in the north and at the coast.  
Access to some populations in need has also been impeded due to difficult road conditions. 

 
Refugee Response 
� Food, water, critical health and nutrition, education and limited child protection services continue 

in the Dadaab Refugee Camps despite the need for heightened security measures and an 
agreement to limit operations to only essential services.  Temporarily suspended non-essential 
activities include income-generating projects, social services and infrastructural work. 

� IOM has suspended transport operations for asylum seekers crossing into Kenya from Liboi, in 
compliance with a GoK directive.  A significantly reduced number of Somali refugees crossed into 
Kenya (101 during the reporting week compared to 3,400 a fortnight ago) as a result of the major 
military campaign underway across the border in Somalia accompanied by heavy rains.   

� As of 26 October 2011, the Ministry of Immigration’s Department of Refugee Affairs (DRA) 
ceased registration of newly arriving refugees in Dadaab.  UNHCR is in communication with the 
GoK on this.   

� The security management team in the Dadaab refugee complex has agreed on indicators to be 
met prior to resumption of the full range of refugee services in the camps.   According to UNHCR, 
suspended activities will be restarted gradually and in a coordinated manner, prioritising critical 
programmes in secure areas. 

� A key indicator for full resumption of refugee programmes in the camps is the provision of more 
police by the GoK.  UNHCR’s 25 October Press Release indicates that “the humanitarian needs 
in Dadaab remain huge and the challenges are mounting.”  UNICEF field staff in Dadaab continue 
to work round-the-clock to support UNHCR in the areas of health, nutrition, education, child 
protection, and WASH. 

 

 

DJIBOUTI 
� The Humanitarian Coordination Team, chaired by the UN Resident Coordinator and attended by 

UN agencies, diplomatic missions, INGOs and the Government of Djibouti (represented by the 
National Executive Secretary for Disaster Risk Reduction) met on the 26

th
 October.  The 

Government reported that their assistance to drought-affected populations reached 800 families in 
rural areas in September. A second phase aiming at reaching 10,000 families in rural areas and 
6,000 families in both urban and peri-urban areas will start on 12

th
 of November. OCHA reported 

that Djibouti has the lowest funding coverage (58%) against the 2011 Humanitarian Appeal in the 
Horn of Africa.  The 2012 Appeal targets a population estimated at 210,000 composed of 120,000 
in rural areas, 60,000 in urban and peri-urban areas and 30,000 refugees.  This inclusion of urban 
and peri-urban populations is considered an innovation for the new Appeal. 
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II. RAIN ASSESMENT:  

� While the current rains are bringing some 
relief to drought- affected areas in 
Somalia, Ethiopia and Kenya, the rains 
have been uneven locally, with heavy 
rains leading to localized flooding and 
further displacements while other areas 
remain dry. The humanitarian community 
is acting to mitigate the increasing risk of 
disease outbreaks. 
 

� Overall, the start of the October to 
December rains has been timely in most 
areas including southern and 
southeastern Ethiopia, and southern 
Somalia, and early in coastal, pastoral 
and southeastern cropping lowlands of 
Kenya.

2
  

 

� In most parts of the north and 
northeastern pastoral livelihood zone of 
Kenya, rains were heavy at the beginning 
of the season particularly in the 
northeastern, northwestern pastoral and 
coastal belt that received up to 120 mm. 
As a result, most surface water sources 
have recharged to 20‐40 percent of 
capacity, particularly in east Marsabit, Moyale, Mandera and Wajir, and the coastal belt areas. 
However, the rains have not resulted in any regeneration of pasture and browse yet. Meanwhile, 
rains have resulted in flash floods in northern Moyale, northern Wajir, and southern coastal areas. 
In the southeast marginal agricultural zone and hinterland areas of the coastal lowlands in Kenya, 
rains have been received for a period of 1‐3 days mostly between 13th and 16th October. Dry 
planted maize has started to germinate particularly in Makueni, Mwingi, Taita Taveta and Lamu. 

 

� Most pastoral and agropastoral parts of south and southeastern Ethiopia reported average to 
above average rains including Kabridaher, Shaykosh and Dobeweyn districts of Korahe zone; 
Warder, Galadi, and Bokh districts of Warder zone; and all woredas of Bale and Borena lowlands 
of Oromia region. Rains have still not established well in South Omo zone of SNNP and in Gode, 
Afder and Liban zones of Somali region. According to the GFS seven day forecast, these areas 
are expected to receive 30 to 75 mm of rainfall during this week (23 to 30 October), which would 
improve dryness. Flash floods have been reported along the Wabishabelle River in Ethiopia, 
affecting up to 18,000 people. 

 

� Many parts of southern Somalia including Bakool, Banadir, Bay, Gedo, Lower Juba and Lower 
Shabelle have received heavy rains with flooding reported in Gedo and Lower Juba. The rains are 
expected to substantially improve water availability and the gradual recovery of pasture and 
browse in all of these areas, which are currently much below average. Land preparation and 
planting of deyr season crops is also anticipated with the timely onset and good distribution of the 
rains. On the other hand, according to UNICEF, the rains have caused delay in movement of 
supplies. In addition, many displaced people in Mogadishu’s IDP camps are facing appalling living 
conditions after recent torrential rains, with reports of worsening hygiene/sanitation conditions and 
potential risks of disease outbreaks. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
2 FEWSNET: East Africa Regional Rain Watch, October 24 2011 

7 Days GFS: Forecast Rainfall total. 23-30 Oct 2011 
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III. FUNDING STATUS OVERVIEW 
 

TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO DATE AGAINST HAC (USD) - 24 October 2011 

Countries Revised HAC Needs 
Unfunded 

Amount Percent (%) 

Somalia 287.43 40.39 14% 

Kenya 47.79 6.23 13% 

Ethiopia 76.62 15.71 21% 

Djibouti 5.40 2.49 46% 

ESARO 7.45 6.59 88% 

Unallocated 
Regional Thematic*    

TOTAL 424.69 71.41 17% 

*A total of $76.1m (programmable) has been received as un-earmarked “thematic” funding for the current Horn of 
Africa crisis. ESARO has to date allocated $67.8m (programmable) of this to Country Offices as follows: Kenya-
$8.5m; Somalia-$42m; Ethiopia-$9.8m; Eritrea-$7m; Djibouti-$ 0.5m.  A total of $0.8m has been allocated to the 
Regional Office. A total of $8.6m (programmable) is available for further allocations. 

 
Next SitRep: 
� 2 November 2011  
 
For further information, please contact: 

 

Elhadj As Sy 
Regional Director 
UNICEF Eastern and 
Southern Africa 
Regional Office 
Telephone: +254 20 
762 2226 
E-mail: 
esy@unicef.org 

 

Elke Wisch 
Deputy Regional 
Director 
UNICEF Eastern and 
Southern Africa 
Regional Office 
Telephone: +254 20 
762 2304 
E-mail: 
ewisch@unicef.org 
 
 

 

Robert McCarthy 
Regional Emergency 
Advisor  
UNICEF Eastern and 
Southern Africa 
Regional Office 
Tel: +254 70 262 2176 
Mob: +254 722 701505 
E-mail: 
rmccarthy@unicef.org 

 

Michael Klaus 
Regional Chief of 
Communication   
UNICEF Eastern and 
Southern Africa 
Regional Office 
Tel: +254 20 762 2214 
Mob: +254 716 431880 
E-mail: 

mklaus@unicef.org   

Follow us on unicef.org; Twitter and Facebook 

 


