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I. OVERVIEW OF COUNTRY HIGHLIGHTS  

 
GENERAL 
 
 Normal and above-normal rainfall with relatively good distribution is being reported throughout the 

region, including in drought-affected areas. 
 Following the Kenyan military incursion into Somalia, reports indicate that a number of civilians 

have started moving out of villages surrounding the Al Shabaab strongholds of Afgooye, Kismayo, 
Baidoa, and Marka, as well as other towns in southern Somalia where Kenyan troops have 
warned of attacks. 

  The fragile security situation has prompted aid agencies to scale down their presence in Lower 
and Middle Juba and Gedo region inside Somalia.  

 Humanitarian operations in Dadaab camp still face severe security restrictions, with only life-
saving activities ongoing;  

 Inside Kenya, attacks on civilians and police targets continue.  An explosion on 6 November in 
Garissa left two people dead. On 7 November, a police reservist in Mandera district (northeast 
Kenya bordering Somalia) was shot dead by suspected Somali militants. At least two 
humanitarian convoys came under fire over the weekend, one between Garissa and Dadaab, the 
other between Liboi and Dadaab. This continued insecurity has disrupted humanitarian operations 
throughout the drought-affected areas of northeastern Kenya. 

 The number of Somali refugees arriving to Ethiopia in October has nearly doubled that recorded 
in September. 
  

 
SOMALIA  
 
ETHIOPIA  
Ethiopia Drought Situation   
 The food security situation continues to improve in most parts of Ethiopia, particularly in the 

highland areas.  Kiremt rains have been generally favourable for planting and crop development 
and improved availability of pasture and water. The Meher harvest is likely to be average to above 
average. Meher assessment planning is currently underway and will start on 21 November. 

 A total 28,707 children under five with Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) were admitted and 
treated in September, with a recovery rate of 85.2% and mortality of 0.3%. From July to 
September 89,119 children were treated. This is 55% of number of children projected for 
treatment through UNICEF support for the period July-December 2011. All regions continue to 
show declining TFP admissions.  

 
 The national measles supplementary immunization activities plan, targeting 6.9 million children 6 

months to 15 years of age in 148 hotspot woredas, continues.  As of early November, 1,410,740 
children (94 per cent of the targeted children in the covered woredas) had been reached with 
measles vaccines. 

 Water trucking requirements reduced from 131 trucks at the end of September to 20 at the end of 
October. There was no water trucking in Somali Region by the end of October. This reduction 
follows the availability of water due to seasonal rains in Oromiya and Somali Regions. Parts of 
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Afar and Tigray regions that have not experienced similar rains have continued with water 
trucking operations 

 
Somali Refugee Situation 
 The number of Somalia refugees arriving in Dollo Ado per month increased from a total of 5,060 

in September to 8,543 in October. During the first week of November, the average number of 
daily arrivals was 162. 

 Nutrition surveys continue to be implemented by UNHCR in the refugee camps. The Kobe camp 
survey has been completed, the Bokolmayo survey is underway, and the survey for Hiloweyn is 
being planned. UNICEF has provided technical and logistics support for the surveys, as well as 
support for monitoring data quality. 

 
Sudanese Refugee Situation 
 As of 6 November, a total of 17,098 Sudanese refugees are registered in Benishangul Gumuz. 

Some 8,834 are reported to be residing in Sherkole camp which has a maximum capacity of 
housing 8,000 refugees. Approximately, 5,461 refugees are now living in the new Tongo camp, 
and 2,795 refugees are in the transit centre. In total, an estimated 28,000 Sudanese have crossed 
from the Blue Nile State into the Benishangul Gumuz Region since early September 2011. 

 
KENYA  
 
 The draft Kenya 2012+EHRP appeal document has been submitted to the CAP Section in 

Geneva. Sector leads are in the process of completing the approval process of all the submitted 
projects to facilitate review of the document by the various agencies at Headquarters level. 

 Heavy rains and impassable roads are affecting timely delivery of supplies as well as programme 
monitoring in the Upper Eastern and North Eastern provinces. 

 Insecurity in North-eastern Kenya region has slowed down implementation and monitoring of 
activities.  Programme travel has been restricted in North-eastern Province, inhibiting staff 
movement. 

 Insecurity due to the Kenyan military operations continues to affect humanitarian assistance in 
Dadaab and areas along the Kenya-Somali border for both refugees and host communities. 

 Thirty-six cholera cases have been reported in Dadaab since August 2011, with 9 cases 
confirmed.  The trend reveals an increase in reported cases in Hagadera and Dagahaley camps. 
Local transmission is now known to have occurred in all camps except Ifo Extension. Patients > 5 
years represent 56% of cases, while the proportion of cases in the < 2 year age-group was 22% 
and children aged 2-5 years of age accounting for 22 %. Overall Dadaab case fatality rate stands 
at 2.8% (one death out of 36). 

 No additional cases of confirmed polio have been reported.  The polio campaign carried out in 32  
districts from 22-24 October reached 89% of children targeted. 

 In Upper Rift Valley, a total of 718 children have been vaccinated against measles in the first 
week of November, compared to 641 during the last week of October. 

 Measles cases in Dadaab continue to decrease, although the disruption in health services has 
affected surveillance. During the reporting week, a total of 10 new cases have been reported 
compared to 34 recorded the previous week, with no related deaths reported.  
 

 As of 02 November 2011, the number of severely malnourished children in Stabilization Centres 
in Dadaab was 274: Hagadera (74), Dagahaley (156) and Ifo (44). 

 
 
DJIBOUTI 
 210,000 people continue to suffer from drought related effects, 5,744 severely malnourished 

children; 17,769 moderately malnourished children; and 77,000 people including 20,610 refugees 
are in need of safe drinking water. In addition, an estimated 12,000 families including pregnant 
women and under five children are in need of Long Lasting Impregnated Nets (LLIN).  

 Major programme results include, through UNICEF support, 70% malnourished children reached 
by treatment through MSF, ACF and Ministry of Health Centres; 70% of affected people were 
reached by water trucking in highly affected areas, and 700 Orphans and Vulnerable Children 
benefitted from conditional cash transfers. 
 
 
II.      RAIN ASSESMENT:  
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Overall, the start of the October to December rains has been timely in most areas including in drought 
affected regions as in southern and southeastern Ethiopia and southern Somalia, and early in 
coastal, pastoral and southeastern cropping lowlands of Kenya.

1
 

 
 In Ethiopia, pastures have started to recover in most parts of Somali Region (southeastern 

Ethiopia), with increasing livestock movements reported as pastoralists slowly return to their 
habitual wet season grazing areas. However, as previously reported, improvement in food 
security in most pastoral and agro-pastoral areas will depend on the performance of the rains 
through the end of the October to December rainy season.  

 Heavy rains in parts of eastern Somali Region (Birkot, Denan, Ferfer, Gunagado, Kebridehar, 
Kelafo, Maraato, and Mustahil woredas) have caused localized flooding and have affected 2.5000 
households. 
 

 In Somalia, The rainfall forecast for the coming week is pointing towards increased rainfall 
activities in the upper parts of the Juba and Shabelle, 
while the rest of the country will experience light rains 
during the forecast week. 

 Observed rivers decreased sharply along the two rivers 
over the last one week, reducing flood risk; however, 
the levels are expected to rise following the recent 
heavy rainfall in Ethiopia and expected increase of 
rainfall in Somalia and Ethiopia for the coming week.  

 The start of the Deyr season has prompted planting 
activities in Southern Somalia. 
 

 In Kenya, the early onset to the 2011 short‐rains season 

has been a respite for drought‐hit pastoral and marginal 
farm households after two successive failed seasons. 
November normally marks the peak of the “Short-Rains” 
season over most parts of the country. The outlook for 
this month indicates that most parts of the country will 
experience enhanced rainfall; most of the western 
highlands and northwestern regions are expected near 
average rainfall performance.  

 
 
 
 
 

III. FUNDING 
 
 

TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO DATE AGAINST HAC (USD) – 8 November 2011 

Countries Revised HAC Needs 
Unfunded 

Amount Percent (%) 

Somalia 287.43 39.86 14% 

Kenya 47.79 6.09 13% 

Ethiopia 76.62 15.62 20% 

Djibouti 5.40 1.47 27% 

ESARO 7.45 4.86 65% 

Unallocated 
Regional Thematic*    

TOTAL 424.69        52.13 14% 

                                                
1
 FEWSNET: East Africa Regional Rain Watch, 24 October 2011 

November 2011: Rainfall forecast 
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*A total of $76.1m (programmable) has been received as un-earmarked “thematic” funding for the current Horn 
of Africa crisis. ESARO has to date allocated $67.8m (programmable) of this to Country Offices as follows: 
Kenya-$8.5m; Somalia-$42m; Ethiopia-$9.8m; Eritrea-$7m; Djibouti-$ 0.5m.  A total of $2.4m has been allocated 
to the Regional Office. A total of $7m (programmable) is available for further allocations. 

 
 
Next SitRep: 
  18 November 2011  
 
For further information, please contact: 

 

Elhadj As Sy 
Regional Director 
UNICEF Eastern and 
Southern Africa 
Regional Office 
Telephone: +254 20 
762 2226 
E-mail: 
esy@unicef.org 

 

Elke Wisch 
Deputy Regional 
Director 
UNICEF Eastern and 
Southern Africa 
Regional Office 
Telephone: +254 20 
762 2304 
E-mail: 
ewisch@unicef.org 
 

 

 

Robert McCarthy 
Regional Emergency 
Advisor  
UNICEF Eastern and 
Southern Africa 
Regional Office 
Tel: +254 70 262 2176 
Mob: +254 722 701505 
E-mail: 
rmccarthy@unicef.org 

 

Michael Klaus 
Regional Chief of 
Communication   
UNICEF Eastern and 
Southern Africa 
Regional Office 
Tel: +254 20 762 2214 
Mob: +254 716 431880 
E-mail: 

mklaus@unicef.org   

Follow us on unicef.org; Twitter and Facebook 
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