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I. OVERVIEW OF COUNTRY HIGHLIGHTS  

 
GENERAL 
 
 The security situation in Southern Somalia, Northeastern Kenya and areas around the Kenya- 

Somalia border remains highly volatile. As a result access to people in need continues to be 
impeded.  

  In addition to the fighting in Deynile/Mogadishu and the reported continuing "slow but steady" 
advance of Kenya Defence Forces towards Kismayo, there have been reported sightings of t 
Ethiopian troops crossing into Somalia since 19 November. However, Ethiopian authorities have 
denied these reports. 

 Increased humanitarian assistance lifts some areas out of famine. In areas of Bay, Bakool, and 
Lower Shabelle, formerly classified as famine, humanitarian assistance has mitigated the most 
extreme food deficits and reduced mortality levels. Therefore, these areas have been 
downgraded below famine levels but still at emergency level for the November/December 2011 
period.  

 Millions in Somalia still remain in need. Famine will persist through December 2011 in agro 
pastoral areas of Middle Shabelle and among Afgoye and Mogadishu IDP populations. 250.000 
people are still facing imminent starvation and 4 million of people in Somalia are still in need of 
urgent humanitarian assistance.  

 
SOMALIA 

 A total of 100,554 households received at least one monthly blanket supplementary food ration 
benefitting about 603,324 people, including 120,665 children under five years of age, in Bay, 
Bakool, Hiran, Middle Juba and Lower Shabelle (since inception of the programme in August). 
In addition, 42,710 households, including 35,507 children <5 have been admitted into the wet 
feeding programme to date. 

 Between July-October a total of 71,683 severely malnourished children and 94,682 moderately 
malnourished children were admitted at UNICEF supported nutrition centres. Since January, 
over 1,100 UNICEF supported nutrition centres admitted a total of 340,084 children (including 
200,193 moderately malnourished and 139,891 severely malnourished) across the country. 

 During the week a total of 16,083 people newly gained access to water and 1,865 people 
benefited from new access to sanitation facilities, while hygiene promotion was provided to 
49,601 people in southern Somalia.  

 A total of 36,407 children (including 16,112 girls and 20,295 boys) are benefiting from 
education, recreation and protection activities at 354 operational Child Friendly Spaces (CFS) in 
Bay, Hiraan, Bakool, Banadir, Lower/Middle Shabelle, Lower Juba and Gedo. 

 UNICEF is currently supporting a total of 390,614 children, 175,766 (45%) of whom are girls, to 
attend 1,742 school in all 11 regions of central and southern Somalia. 
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ETHIOPIA 
  
Ethiopia Drought Situation   
 During the week, the Emergency Nutrition Coordination Uniit (ENCU) released a revised „hotspot‟ 

woreda list. Woredas are classified as „hotspot‟ priority 1, 2 and 3 based on a combination of 
factors including high food insecurity, moderate to high levels of malnutrition rates, admission 
trends in therapeutic feeding programmes and other vulnerabilities. Priority 1 woredas require the 
most urgent interventions. The number of priority 1 woredas has decreased by 29 per cent - from 
172 in June to 123 in September. The decrease in priority 1 woredas is associated with an overall 
improved food security situation, mainly in Afar, Oromiya and SNNPR, while the situation in the 
Somali Region remains largely unchanged.  Overall, the number of „hot-spots‟ woredas have 
increased from 347 in June to 363 in September, but this is mostly due to an increase in priority 2 
and 3 woredas, which has fewer implications for  humanitarian requirements and response but 
requires close monitoring. The September “hotspot” list is likely to be revised in early January to 
factor in results from the ongoing seasonal 2011 meher multi-sectoral national needs 
assessment, which started on 21 November and will take three weeks to complete. 
 

 Phase II of the sub-national measles campaign in the Somali Region is completed in all the 16 
targeted woredas. An estimated 706,606 children age six months to 15 years (93% of the target 
for Phase II) have been reached with measles vaccine and 250,660 children under five (98.9% of 
target) received polio vaccination. In total (Phase I and II), an estimated 1,422,368 children have 
received measles vaccination (64.2% of the target). The final phase (Phase III) of the campaign 
started on 20 November and will be completed by third week of December. 

 
Somali Refugee Situation 
 According to UNHCR data, the number of Somali refugees arriving at Dollo Ado camps has 

significantly decreased from an average of 180 refugees per day (in the first 10 days of 
November),  to an average of 16 refugees per day over the last 10 days. The decrease is mainly 
attributed to the current rainy season in Somalia, which is making movements into Ethiopia 
difficult.  

 The first comprehensive nutrition survey to be conducted among Somali refugees in Dollo Ado 
camps (Hiloweyn and Kobe) has been completed. Preliminary results, which are still being 
validated, indicate unexpectedly high Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM), Severe Acute Malnutrition, 
Crude mortality and Under-5 mortality rates. The high SAM and mortality rates were unexpected 
given the scale of interventions in food, nutrition, health and WASH response to date. UNHCR is 
leading health and nutrition partners in reviewing the preliminary results and analyzing them to 
understand the possible reasons for the apparent situation and ways to further scale-up the 
current response. 
 

Sudanese Refugee Situation (Blue Nile State) 
 According to UNHCR, as of 21 November, the registered refugee population in the two camps 

(Sherkole and Tongo) and the Adamazin transit centre has reached 21,126. Some 8,940 are 
reported to be residing in Sherkole camp which has a maximum capacity of housing 8,000 
refugees. Approximately, 8,667 refugees are now living in the new Tongo camp, and 3,519 
refugees are in the transit centre. 

 
KENYA  
 
 Nutrition surveys in Marsabit and Mandera West indicate decreased rates in acute malnutrition 

compared to levels in April/May in the same areas. Factors associated with the reduced acute 
malnutrition levels include: overall scale up of nutrition interventions by Government of Kenya, 
UNICEF and partners, including blanket supplementary feeding; targeted general food distribution 
and food-voucher system implementation in selected areas; as well as interventions in WASH and 
Health sectors.  There are also and indications of some overall improvement in underlying food 
security. 

 UNICEF supported the Government of Kenya-led Polio vaccination campaign targeting children 
aged 0-59 months between 12 to 16 November with procurement of vaccines and training of 
supervisors and vaccinators.  Preliminary results show 119% immunization coverage in Ifo, 109% 
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in and Dagahaley and 99.8% in Hagadera Refugee Camps; 80 % in Wajir West and Ijara Districts 
and 95% in Garissa and Balambala districts. 

 As of 22 November, a total of 305 cases of cholera were line-listed in Dadaab since the onset of 
the outbreak on 25 August 2011, with only one death having occurred in Hagadera.  Overall 
Dadaab case fatality rate stands at 0.3% (1 death out of 305).  Current trend reveals an increase 
in number of reported cholera cases in all camps between week 42 and 45 which is associated 
with the Eid Festival as well as the change in the case definition to include all cases of watery 
diarrhea aged two years and above at the end of October when local transmission was confirmed.  
However, a reduction in the caseload was reported in week 46. 

 In response to the Cholera outbreak in Dadaab, UNICEF has trained a cumulative total of 45 
Community Health Workers from Ifo Camp on Community case management of diarrhoea and 70 
Hygiene Promoters from Dagahaley Camp on hygiene sensitization.  UNICEF has also supported 
the Ministry of Health to train 18 Community Health Workers in Hagadera Camp.   

 A UNICEF Child Protection team visited Isiolo from16 to19 November to follow up reports of 
recent ethnic clashes that triggered displacement of an estimated 2,100 households (Kenya Red 
Cross estimates) due to inter-ethnic conflict between the Borana and Turkana, resulting in a 
range of child protection concerns.  Preliminary findings show that food, shelter, hygiene, portable 
water, non-food items and medical care are the most critical humanitarian needs.  UNICEF is 
mobilizing to transport 950 Family Relief Kits (tarpaulins, cooking utensils, blankets, buckets and 
jerry cans) and 2,000 mosquito nets for distribution to the affected families through the Isiolo 
Catholic Mission.  UNICEF is also working with the Government of Kenya and other humanitarian 
actors on mounting a coordinated multi-sectoral response. 

 
DJIBOUTI 
 
 The President of the Republic of Djibouti has launched a mass immunization campaign against 

measles and polio, deworming and Vit A Supplementation aiming at 95% of the 108, 000 children 
under five, supported by UNICEF and WHO, in Djibouti and the 5 regions from 17

th
 to 23

rd
 

November. 
 
II.  RAIN ASSESMENT  

 

 According to FEWSNET
1
, enhanced rainfall is expected to continue over many parts of Kenya, 

however, reduced rainfall across portions of Ethiopia and Somalia in late November is expected 
to relieve many areas impacted by floods. 
 

 According to FSNAU
2
, above-average rainfalls during the current deyr season have improved 

pasture and browse availability. 
 

III. FUNDING 
 

TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO DATE AGAINST HAC (USD) – 18 November 2011 

Countries Revised HAC Needs 
Unfunded 

Amount Percent (%) 

Somalia 287.43 37.21 12.9% 

Kenya 47.79 2.75 5.8% 

Ethiopia 76.62 12.89 16.8% 

Djibouti 5.40 1.47 27% 

ESARO 7.45 4.85 65% 

Unallocated 
Regional Thematic*    

TOTAL 424.69        51.3 14% 

A total of $82.39.17m (programmable) has been received as unearmarked “thematic” funding for the current Horn 
of Africa crisis. ESARO has to date allocated 80.57m (programmable) of this to Country Offices as follows: 

                                                
1
 USAID / FEWS-NET, Climate Prediction Center‟s Africa Hazards Outlook, November 24 – November 30, 2011 

2
 FSNAU, Presentation  Famine Update, 18 November 2011. 
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Kenya-$ 11.70 m; Somalia-$ 44.2 m; Ethiopia-$12.3m; Eritrea-$7m; Djibouti-$ 0.5m.  A total of $2.37m has been 
allocated to the Regional Office. A total of 1.82$.m (programmable) is available for further allocations. 

 
 
Next SitRep: 
  30 November 2011  
 
For further information, please contact: 
 

Elhadj As Sy 

Regional Director 
UNICEF Eastern and 
Southern Africa Regional 
Office 
Telephone: +254 20 762 
2226 
E-mail: esy@unicef.org 

 

Elke Wisch 

Deputy Regional 
Director 
UNICEF Eastern and 
Southern Africa 
Regional Office 
Telephone: +254 20 
762 2304 
E-mail: 
ewisch@unicef.org 

 

Robert McCarthy 

Regional Emergency 
Advisor  
UNICEF Eastern and 
Southern Africa Regional 
Office 
Tel: +254 70 262 2176 
Mob: +254 722 701505 
E-mail: 
rmccarthy@unicef.org 

 

Michael Klaus 

Regional Chief of 
Communication   
UNICEF Eastern and 
Southern Africa Regional 
Office 
Tel: +254 20 762 2214 
Mob: +254 716 431880 
E-mail: mklaus@unicef.org   

Follow us on unicef.org; Twitter and Facebook 
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