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I. OVERVIEW OF COUNTRY HIGHLIGHTS  

 
GENERAL 
 
 UNICEF is extremely concerned about the impact of escalating conflict in Somalia on children. All 

parties to the conflict are urged to take all necessary measures to safeguard civilians, including 

children hundreds of thousands of whom are already at risk due to the ongoing famine. Also of 
concern are the recruitment and use of children for armed services and sexual violence of 
children and women. 

 Deteriorating security levels continues to hamper access to people in need in Southern Somalia 
and Northeastern Kenya.  

 Heavy rains continue across southern Somalia and Eastern Kenya worsening road conditions, 
and affecting the movement of population in the region.  
 

SOMALIA 
 
  FSNAU FEWSNET released the results of the latest round of nutrition and mortality assessments 

in southern Somalia. Key findings include: 
o Confirmation that famine will persist through December 2011 in agropastoral areas of 

Middle Shabelle and among Afgoye and Mogadishu IDP populations. 
o In areas of Bay, Bakool, and Lower Shabelle formerly classified as famine, humanitarian 

assistance has mitigated the most extreme food deficits and reduced mortality levels. 
Therefore, these areas have been downgraded below famine levels but still at Emergency 
level for the November/December 2011 period.  

 A total of 93,644 households received at least one monthly blanket supplementary food ration 
benefitting about 561,864 people, including 112,373 children under five years of age, in Bay, 
Bakool, Hiran, Middle Juba and Lower Shabelle (since inception of the programme in August). In 
addition, 42,710 households, including 35,507 children <5 have been admitted into the wet 
feeding programme to date. 

 Between July-October a total of 68,525 severely malnourished children and 124,580 moderately 
malnourished children were admitted and treated at UNICEF supported nutrition centres. Since 
January, a total of 333,179 children (including 271,677 moderately malnourished and 136,604 
severely malnourished) were admitted at over 1,100 nutrition centres across the country.  

 Since July, UNICEF/WHO and partners have reached over 1 million children (6 months to 15 
years) with measles vaccinations (out of a targeted 2.9 million) in southern Somalia. In addition, 
991,588 children received Vitamin A, 413,646 children received deworming tablets and 444,781 
children were vaccinated against Polio.   

 During the week a total of 16,202 people newly gained access to water and 3,160 people 
benefited from new access to sanitation facilities, while hygiene promotion was provided to 
12,432 people in southern Somalia. The total number of people accessing safe water has 
reached over 1.8 million since the beginning of the year. 

 A total of 36,407children (including 16,112 girls and 20,295 boys) are benefiting from education, 
recreation and protection activities at 354 operational Child Friendly Spaces (CFS) in Bay, Hiraan, 
Bakool, Banadir, Lower/Middle Shabelle, Lower Juba and Gedo. 
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ETHIOPIA  
 
Ethiopia Drought Situation   
 Phase II of the sub-national measles campaign in the Somali Region has been completed in 13 

out of 16 targeted woredas. So far, an estimated 552,984 children (79.4%% of the target for 
Phase II) have been reached with measles vaccine. Concurrently, 201,271 children under five 
(74% of target) received polio vaccination.  

 During the past week, there were no suspected Acute Watery Diarrhoea (AWD) cases reported. 
The last cases reported were from Doboweyn on 7-8 November.  

 
Somali Refugee Situation 

 According to UNHCR, as of 14 November 2011, the Somali refugee population in the four Dollo 
Ado camps stands at 137,473, including 7,730 people in the transit centre. The average daily 
number of new arrivals for the week of 7-15 November stands at 119, a decrease from the 
previous week’s average of 162 arrivals.  

Sudanese Refugee Situation (Blue Nile State) 
 According to UNHCR, as of 10 November, the registered refugee population in the two camps 

(Sherkole and Tongo) and the Adamazin transit centre has reached 18,098.  A large number of 
refugees who live with host communities are showing increasing interest to relocate to the two 
camps and transit centre. 

 
KENYA  
 
 Kenyan Armed Forces continue their operation in Somalia, contributing to security concerns and 

reduced humanitarian access in North Eastern Kenya, including Dadaab.  More than 100 
additional police have been deployed to the camps in order to boost camp security. 

 The Kenya Department of Refugee Affairs has yet to resume registration of new arrivals after 
suspending registration on 26 October. Although Reception Centres are still closed, new arrivals 
are still making their way to Dadaab and settling with minimal access to assistance. It is estimated 
that 599 newly arrived unregistered refugees have settled in Kambioos.  

 The number of cholera cases in Dadaab has increased.  Cases are reported in all camps, and in 
Dagahaley in particular.  A total of 199 cases have been reported since August 2011.  The 
increase in the number of cases is partially associated with the change in case definition to 
include all cases of watery diarrhoea in children > 2 years.  The rapid rise in new cases is also 
associated with increased transmission around the recent Eid festival (November 8-9

th
) with poor 

sanitation and disposal of slaughtered animals.  The security restrictions on humanitarian 
programmes in the recent weeks are also impacting the situation reducing access to safe water 
and limited hygiene promotion outreach. 

 A landmine exploded on a police vehicle escorting a convoy from Hagadera to Dadaab on 15 
November 2011 at about 16:40 hrs. There were eight UN and NGO vehicles in the convoy.  Two 
policemen were injured, but are reported to be stable.  The convoy was sent back to Hagadera for 
a considerable period whilst the police and UN security were trying to gather more information 
about the explosive. The convoy later left to Dadaab after an hour.  It has been reported that two 
suspects have been arrested and detained at the Hagadera police station.  The Dadaab ASMT 
has decided to suspend travel to Hagadera whilst more investigations are on-going.   

 A Polio vaccination campaign in Dadaab targeting children < 5 years begun on 12 November and 
will be completed on 16 November 2011.  

 
DJIBOUTI 

 Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) organized a workshop on coordination 
mechanisms for drought emergencies in the Horn of Africa. Bilateral partners and multilateral 
agencies elaborated a common strategy and an action plan for Somalia, Eritrea, South Sudan, 
Uganda and Djibouti, addressing the current situation as well as longer term efforts.  

 

II.      RAIN ASSESMENT:  
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 In the Somali Region, seasonal rains have continued in areas which normally receive the Deyr 
rains. This has improved pasture conditions and water availability. Many areas are receiving 
normal to above normal rainfall. However, Ferfer woreda of Gode Zone and Harshin woreda of 
Jigiga Zone have only received light rains so far. In Oromiya Region, all lowland woredas of 
Borena and Guji zones are receiving regular Hagaya rains. On the other hand, drought-prone 
woredas of East Hararghe (such as Gola Oda and Kumbi) and West Hararghe (Hawi Gudina and 
Burka Dhintu) zones received only light rainfall. 

 La Niña condition is expected in the coming months, which could negatively impact the short belg 
(February to May) rains in the central and western highlands of the country, and the major 
pastoralist gu rains (March to May) in the lowlands. Poor performance of the belg/gu could extend 
and deepen lingering drought conditions into much of 2012.  
 

 During the week ending 14th November, 2011 moderate to heavy rains were recorded in some 
parts of southern and central Somalia. The 7-day cumulative satellite rainfall estimate indicates 
moderate to heavy rains were received within the Juba and Shabelle basins in Somalia and within 
the Ethiopian highlands. 

 The rainfall forecast for the coming week is pointing towards light to moderate rains within the 
Shabelle and Juba basins both in Ethiopia and Somalia. There is minimal risk of flooding during 
this week; however, due to saturated soils and forecast rainfall for the coming week, there is high 
likelihood of significant rise in river levels towards the end of the week; hence risk of moderate 
flooding especially in the lower reaches of the Juba river. 
 

 In Kenya, rains in pastoral areas are good with satisfactory pasture regeneration. Livestock prices 
are improving, but farmers are still unwilling to sell their animals. A Rapid Food Security 
Assessment has been carried out in the “grain basket” areas of Kenya (Trans Nzoia, Bungoma, 
Nandi, Uasin Gishu, Lugari and Kericho).  Initial results show that maize production for this 
harvest will be normal.  Harvesting is on-going, and while maize prices are still very high, they are 
starting to come down.   

 According to FEWSNET, December rains in the region are forecasted to be average, though the 
asset losses which have resulted from the recent drought will drive above‐average needs in May. 
A poor start to the April-June rains, a possibility given the developing La Niña, would further 
exacerbate expected food insecurity.  

 
III. FUNDING 

 

A total of $82.39.17m (programmable) has been received as unearmarked “thematic” funding for the 
current Horn of Africa crisis. ESARO has to date allocated 80.57m (programmable) of this to Country 
Offices as follows: Kenya-$ 11.70 m; Somalia-$ 44.2 m; Ethiopia-$14.8m; Eritrea-$7m; Djibouti-$ 
0.5m.  A total of $2.37m has been allocated to the Regional Office. A total of 1.82$.m (programmable) 
is available for further allocations. 
 
Next SitRep: 
  24 November 2011  
 
For further information, please contact: 
 

Elhadj As Sy 

Regional Director 
UNICEF Eastern and 
Southern Africa Regional 
Office 
Telephone: +254 20 762 
2226 
E-mail: esy@unicef.org 

 

Elke Wisch 

Deputy Regional 
Director 
UNICEF Eastern and 
Southern Africa 
Regional Office 
Telephone: +254 20 
762 2304 
E-mail: 
ewisch@unicef.org 

 

Robert McCarthy 

Regional Emergency 
Advisor  
UNICEF Eastern and 
Southern Africa Regional 
Office 
Tel: +254 70 262 2176 
Mob: +254 722 701505 
E-mail: 
rmccarthy@unicef.org 

 

Michael Klaus 

Regional Chief of 
Communication   
UNICEF Eastern and 
Southern Africa Regional 
Office 
Tel: +254 20 762 2214 
Mob: +254 716 431880 
E-mail: mklaus@unicef.org   
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