
Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 

As of 1st July 2020, the total number of confirmed cases of COVID-19 has reached 1,710 

(figure one displays this across age and sex) with 676 recovered patients and 24 deaths. 

Among the confirmed cases, there are148 children (0-19 years). The COVID-19 pandemic  

follows a community transmission pattern and has spread across 6 regions of the country, 

however, most cases are still concentrated in the capital, Bissau (1,564 cases).  

 

The State of emergency has been extended until 25th July 2020. Wearing a face mask is 

mandatory to circulate on public roads and to enter commercial establishments and public 

services. The High Commssioner for COVID, appointed by the Government to coordinate 

the COVID-19 Response and supervise the National Health Emergency Committee, is 

now fully on board. UNICEF conitnues to lead the UN interagency Task Force on risk 

communication and community engagement and has worked closely with sister agencies 

to develop a UN COVID Communication Strategy which takes into account the new form 

of transmittion pattern.  

 
The availability of oxygen as well as oxygen production for the adequate treatment of 

severe cases remains a huge challenge. The weak capacity for surveillance, contact 

tracing and case management are also hampering the response. Furthermore, the 

number of health technicians and doctors (181) infected continues to rise resulting in 

limited human resources capacity for the treatment of patients. 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: Cumulative COVID-19 confirmed cases by age and sex as of 1st July 2020  

 

Most of the confirmed COVID-19 cases continues belong to the 30-39 years age group in 

comparison to other groups with 519 (30%) cases. This is followed by the 40-49 years 

age group with 393 (23%) cases, and then the 20-29 years group with 237 (14%) cases, 

as shown in Figure 1 above.
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UNICEF’s COVID-19 response  

Health  

UNICEF continues to provide support to the Ministry of 

Health to maintain access to essential health and 

nutrition services for women, children and vulnerable 

communities, including immunization, prenatal and 

postnatal care, HIV care and nutritional services.  

UNICEF also provides support to COVID-19 national 
response on case management, prevention and control 
at the national and regional levels. 
  
In coordination with UNDP, the long-lasting insecticidal 

nets distribution campaign was coupled with COVID-19 

sensitization messaging through community health 

workers (CHWs). 2,971 CHWs implemented this activity 

in 9 health regions covering 319,100 households.  

WASH  

WASH critical handwashing stations distribution and 

COVID-19 prevention activities continued during the 

reporting period. COVID-19 prevention activities 

consisting of transmission of risk messaging and critical 

supply distribution have reached 217,926 people in 

targeted regions. In regions where the WASH supply 

distribution has been completed, partners are now 

moving to the follow-up phase where the main goal is to 

observe the utilization of the handwashing devices, 

consequently, report behaviour changes and reinforce 

risk prevention messaging where necessary. 

Critical WASH supplies have been distributed in 735 

communities reaching 114,259 women and 103,667 

men, as well as32,689 under-five children. 

  

RCCE/C4D 

The UNICEF-supported door-to-door sensitization 

activities being carried out by the National Red Cross 

volunteers in the Autonomous Sector of Bissau, 

continue to be the focus of all risk communication 

interventions. Combining the distribution of 

communication material and masks to the coronavirus 

door to door sensitization activities, this intervention has 

reached 15,970 people in Bissau during the reporting 

period (6,160 children, 5,250 women and 4,560 

men).Complementary to this, UNICEF pursued its 

support to the outreach sensitization activities in 

Biombo and Cacheu. During the reporting period, 7,426 

people have been reached in Biombo region (2,736 

children, 2,433 women and 2,257 men) and 5,874 

people in northern Cacheu region (2,474 children, 2,012 

women and 1,388 men).  

Overall, the COVID-19 door-to-door sensitization 

activities carried out in the residences and main markets 

and ports of the Autonomous Sector of Bissau, Cacheu 

and Biombo regions, have reached 537,585 people 

since 30th March 2020.  

 

In addition, coronavirus preventive communication 

content, including the COVID-19 sensitization 

messages from 6 national renown artists, continued to 

be aired through the UNICEF-supported national 

television, the national newspaper, as well as, 29 

national and community radios countrywide, utilizing the 

most used local language of their communities. These 

media outlets have reached 1.6 million people 

countrywide. Social media posts on COVID-19 have 

reached 272,056 comments/reactions during the 

reporting period, Facebook being the most used 

platform. 

 

Volunteer conducting door-to-door sensitization on COVID-19 

 
Education 
 
The Global Partnership for Education (GPE) COVID-19 

Accelerated Funding has approved an allocation of 

USD 3.5 million for the implementation of the education 

sector recovery plan in Guinea-Bissau. This plan 

includes multi-sectoral support for the safe reopening of 

schools including WASH, Child Protection, Health and 

social protection interventions. UNICEF successfully 

advocated to be the grant agent while maintaining its 

role as Coordinating agency for the Local Group for 

Education.  

The Education Programme continues its engagement 

with the NGO “Animar para Educar” creating content for 

radio and TV lessons.   

 



 
Child protection 
 
During the reporting period, Child Protection 

Implementing Partners (IPs) have strengthened their 

knowledge and skills in reporting activities on social 

media, short videos skills, Zoom and Skype tools. In 

partnership with the communication programme, three 

sessions were organized covering 16 IPs. 

 

In addition, psychosocial support from the Health 

Ministry social service unit (social assistants and 

psychologists), were provided to 35 children (14 boys 

and 21 girls), infected by COVID-19 in the capital 

Bissau. The social service unit has made 16 home 

visits, where recreative kits were distributed and child 

conditions assessed. One child was referred to the 

health services. 

 

The online platform Bioksan (a local female name), 

jointly supported by UNICEF, UNFPA, UNDP, WFP and 

IOM, along with other national partners, continued to 

raise awareness on Gender Based Violence (GBV) 

prevention and services provision during the COVID-19 

pandemic in Guinea-Bissau. During the reporting period 

12,560 people (including 6,601 women and girls) 

received information about the Bioksan program, GBV 

prevention, reporting mechanisms and available 

services. Information and awareness were provided 

both at community level and online. The Facebook page 

and online videos were viewed by 2,032 people. A 

video, involving artist and child rights activists was 

produced and broadcasted, advocating to end GBV 

during COVID-19 pandemic in the country. 

 
Social workers conducting home visits to children infected and 

affected by Covid-19 

Social inclusion and cash transfers 

 
During the reporting period, a first draft of the targeting 

methodology for the cash transfer program has been 

finalized. It is expected that this draft is to be shared and 

approved by the National Committee on social 

protection and other stakeholders involved in cash 

transfer in the country during the coming days. 

 

Adaptations to ongoing UNICEF programmes 

UNICEF development programmes have been adapted to the COVID-19 context by reformulating some activities, by 

using programme resources to enhance COVID-19 interventions or by adding sensitization on COVID-19 prevention to 

our current programmes.  

 

Nutrition: Two UNICEF partners (Caritas and VIDA) continued coupling nutritional activities with awareness and 

information about COVID-19 especially in remote villages. Preventive measures are being fully implemented in recovery 

centres and mothers’ waiting areas 

Immunization: To avoid vaccine stock being unavailable or in limit supply, UNICEF CO has supported the Ministry of 

Health (MoH) on vaccine stock monitoring in COVID-19 context by updating the vaccines stock at all levels and sharing 

it with UNICEF Regional Office in order to adjust the vaccine procurement. UNICEF is supporting the MoH on a review 

of the vaccine distribution plan and EPI annual plan to adjust it to the COVID-19 context. 

WASH: Some IPs have started the distribution of locally made fabric masks to community members participating in 

Community Led Total Sanitation triggering sessions. This will contribute to highlight the importance of the use of masks 

in rural areas where it has not been massively adopted.  



 

 

Birth Registration: UNICEF and UNHCR continued working 

together to advocate for Birth Registration during the COVID-19 

pandemic. A media campaign has been organized with the UNICEF 

ambassador (singer Tchuma Bari) and other well-known national 

artists to increase families and communities’ awareness to access 

services, including refugees living in Guinea-Bissau.  Civil 

Registration services are operational at 80% and Personal Protective 

Equipment kits were distributed to all offices in the country, with direct 

UNICEF support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                                                                                             BR services operating respecting the hygiene security                              

                                                                                                                                             measures. 

Funding Overview and Partnerships 

The Guinea-Bissau CO has contributed to the COVID-19 Global Humanitarian Response Plan with a request of USD 

2.48 million for preparedness and response needs. UNICEF Guinea-Bissau has redirected $US 270,000 of its own 

resources to the response. The office also received US$ 70,000 provided by the Education Sector Plan Development 

Grant (ESPDG) from GPE, US$ 60,000 from GAVI, US$ 100,000 from the Regional Office Emergency Fund, 

US$ 200,000 from the Thematic Humanitarian fund, US$ 100,000 from the MPTF COVID-19 Response and Recovery 

fund and US$ 51,100 from Portuguese Cooperation.                                             

 

 

 

Current resource mobilization efforts include the submission of 

funding proposals to the GPE COVID-19 Accelerated Funding 

window (up to US$ 3,500,000), to the African Development Bank 

jointly with WHO (US$ 2,100,000) and the reallocation of GAVI 

Health System Strengthening funds (up to US$ 300,000).  
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External Media 

MEDIA ARTICLES 

UNICEF doa materiais de combate a pandemia ao Ministério da Saúde Pública: 

http://angnoticias.blogspot.com/2020/06/covid-19-unicef-doa-materiais-de_5.html?m=1  

UNICEF oferece  materiais para prevenção  ao Ministério da Justiça:  

http://angnoticias.blogspot.com/2020/06/covid-19-unicefoferece-para-prevencao.html#links  

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

UNICEF Guinea-Bissau social media pages: 

Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and www.unicef.org/guineabissau      

 

UNICEF Guinea-Bissau dedicated webpage for coronavirus content in Portuguese:  
https://www.unicef.org/guineabissau/pt/coronavirus-na-guine-bissau 
 

VIDEOS 
New video: Weekly media briefing from WHO’s Representative on the current epidemiological situation in the country, 
as well as, the UN’s response to the coronavirus pandemic  
https://www.facebook.com/ONUGuineBissau/videos/1209216139427848/  
 
UNICEF donation of essential medical drugs & supplies for #COVID19 response 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kMOvEPEhE6c  
 

Videos produced by the young reporters’ network, supported by UNICEF: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WVa6HU48w7Y 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pTEWSnuyet8 

https://youtu.be/Mtgn1yQZ7ok   
https://youtu.be/I6sCpWWRYXQ   
 
UN COVID-19 sensitization video on the use of the mask: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=62yazoG5Ygc   

Summary of 3 months #COVID19 risk communication activities in Guinea-Bissau 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uBVBU_9aEpE 

MUSIC 

National coronavirus song produced with support from the UN: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iFZNw6yzhkw 

 

PICTURES 

Folder for pictures of COVID-19 interventions here  

 

WASH DASHBOARD 

Monitoring dashboard for COVID-19 WASH interventions: https://bit.ly/GNB_covid19_unicef_WASH  
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Nadine Perrault 

Representative  

UNICEF Guinea-Bissau 

Email: nperrault@unicef.org  

Ainhoa Jaureguibeitia 

Deputy Representative 

UNICEF Guinea-Bissau 

Email:ajaureguibeitia@unicef.org  
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Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 
 

 

 UNICEF and IPs Response 

Sector 2020 target Total results 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement   

RCCE 1: Number of people reached on COVID-19 through 
messaging on prevention and access to services 

 
2,000,000 

 
1,714,797 

RCCE 2:  Number of people engaged on COVID-19 through RCCE 
actions 

5,432 1,087 

WASH and IPC   

IPC 1: Number of people reached with critical WASH supplies 
(including hygiene items) and services 

239,000 

Total:    217,926 

Male:      103,667 

Female:114,259  

IPC 2: Number of healthcare workers within health facilities and 
communities provided with Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 

4,338 - 

IPC 3: Number of healthcare facility staff and community health 
workers trained in Infection Prevention and Control 

4,338 190 

Health   

Continuity of Health Care 1: Number of healthcare providers trained 
in detecting, referral and appropriate management of COVID-19 
cases among children, pregnant and breastfeeding women 

440 159 

Continuity of Health Care 4: Number of children 6-59 months 
admitted for treatment of severe acute malnutrition (SAM)   

1,547  204 

Child Protection and GBV    

Access to Continuous Education, Child Protection and GBV 

Services 1: Number of children supported with distance/home-based 

learning   

300,000 

Total: 319,176 (0-5 y) 

Male:  163,416 

Female: 155,760 

Access to Continuous Education, Child Protection and GBV 

Services 2: Number of schools implementing safe school protocols 

(COVID-19 prevention and control)   

1,500 0 

Access to Continuous Education, Child Protection and GBV 

Services 3: Number of children without parental or family care 

provided with appropriate alternative care arrangements 

200 

Total: 45 

Male: 45      

Female:  0       

Access to Continuous Education, Child Protection and GBV 

Services 4: Number of children, parents and primary caregivers 

provided with community based mental health and psychosocial 

support 

12,000 

 

7,426 

  

Access to Continuous Education, Child Protection and GBV 

Services 5: Number of UNICEF personnel and partners that have 

completed training on GBV risk mitigation and referrals for survivors 

150 130 

Access to Continuous Education, Child Protection and GBV 

Services 6: Number of children and adults that have access to a safe 

and accessible channel to report sexual exploitation and abuse 

  

6,000 4,906 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Annex B 

Funding Status 
 

 
 

 


