
Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 

As of 26 June, the total number of confirmed cases of COVID-19 has reached 1,614 with 

317 recovered patients and 21 deaths. Among the confirmed cases, there are 136 

children. The spread of the COVID-19 follows a community transmittion pattern with most 

cases concentrated in the capital, Bissau (1,468 cases). 

 

The State of health emergency declared by the Government has been extended until 25 
July 2020. The National Health Emergency Committee, under guidance and supervision 
of the newly appointed High Commissioner for COVID-19, continues to manage the 
response, supported by the UN system and other partners. Within the UN System, 
UNICEF conitnues to lead the UN interagency Task Force on risk communication and 
community engagement in support of the response and in close coordination with the 
National Health Emergency Committee.. 

 
Challenges to the response persist: lack of funding for the implementation of the National 

Contingency Plan, including the purchase of some necessary medical equipment and 

supplies; lack of sufficient oxygen production nationally for the adequate treatment of 

severe cases; high number (174) of health technicians and doctors infected and therefore 

lack of human resources to treat patients; lack of capacity to continue case disease 

surveillance and contact tracing at the capital due to the high number of cases. 

 

 

 
 

 

Figure 1: Cumulative COVID-19 confirmed cases by age and sex as of 16 June 

 

The 30-39 years age group continues to have most of the confirmed COVID-19 cases in 

comparison to the other groups with 492 (30%) cases. This is followed by the 40-49 years 

age group with 374 (23%) cases, and then the 20-29 years group with 219 (14%) cases, 

as shown in Figure 1 above. 
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UNICEF’s COVID-19 response  

In support to the National Contingency Plan for COVID-
19, UNICEF response strategy and interventions focus 
on the following:   
 
- Risk communication and community engagement 

and C4D 
- WASH and Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) 

measures;  
- Health – Continuous access to health services, 

capacity strengthening of medical personnel and 
provision of medical consumables, essential drugs 
and equipment; 

- Education: provision of distance education and 
support to education sector response and recovery 

- Child Protection: Psychosocial support and 
continuous access to child protection services;  

- Social Inclusion and cash transfers 

Health  

UNICEF continues to provide support to the Ministry of 

Health to maintain access to essential health and 

nutrition services for women, children and vulnerable 

communities, including immunization, prenatal and 

postnatal care, HIV care and nutritional services.  

UNICEF is in the process of reinforcing its human 

resources capacity with three (3) health professionals to 

be based in regions to ensure proper monitoring of 

UNICEF COVID-19 activities, as well as the impact of 

the pandemic on other health/nutrition and HIV 

services. 

UNICEF has provided 9,320 litres of fuel in support of 

the logistics and operations of the surveillance and rapid 

response teams in the six regions affected by COVID-

19 cases. 

WASH  

WASH critical handwashing stations distribution and 

COVID-19 prevention activities continued during the 

reporting period. The distribution of WASH critical 

supplies and COVID-19 prevention messaging has now 

reached 201,147 people in 662 communities in seven 

regions. In three of these regions, Gabú, Bafatá and 

Oio, partners have now fully covered all their targeted 

communities. The distribution has reached 105,602 

female and 95,545 male beneficiaries including 28,161 

under-five children.   

RCCE/C4D 

The UNICEF-supported door to door sensitization 

activities being carried out by the National Red Cross 

volunteers in the Autonomous Sector of Bissau, 

continued to be the focus of all risk communication  

 

 

interventions. Combining the distribution of 

communication material and masks to the coronavirus 

door to door sensitization activities, this intervention has 

reached 15,290 people in Bissau during the reporting 

period (6,205 children, 5,221 women and 4,505 men). 

In complementarity, UNICEF pursued its support to the 

outreach sensitization activities in Biombo and Cacheu. 

During the reporting period, 8,057 people have been 

reached in Biombo region (2,665 children, 2,573 women 

and 2,819 men) and 6,860 people in northern Cacheu 

region (2,879 children, 2,284 women and 1,697 men).  

Overall, the COVID-19 door to door sensitization 

activities carried out in the residences and main markets 

and ports of the Autonomous Sector of Bissau, Cacheu 

and Biombo regions, have reached 479,504 people 

since 30th March 2020.  

In addition, coronavirus preventive communication 

content continued to be aired through the UNICEF-

supported national television, the national newspaper, 

as well as, 29 national and community radios 

countrywide, considering the most used local language 

of their communities. These media outlets have reached 

1.6 million people countrywide.  

Social media posts on COVID-19 received 147,801 

reactions/comments during the reporting period, being 

Facebook the most used platform. 

 

Volunteer conducting door-to-door sensitization on COVID-19 

Education 

In line with the recently approved COVID-19 Education 

preparedness and response plan, UNICEF is 

discussing with the Ministry of Education how to support 

a survey to provide updated data for the possible 

validation of the 2019/2020 school year either partially  



 

or totally and the programming of the new 2020/2021 

school year. The decision on the modalities for the 

conclusion of the 2019/2020 school year will be based 

on the number of school days the various schools were 

operational and the degree of compliance with the 

programme. Other aspects such as the infrastructure 

situation will be also taken into consideration. This 

should allow to prepare and ensure the safe re-opening 

of schools. 

 
Child protection 
 
UNICEF is providing assistance to the government to 
strengthen its coordination mechanism with NGOs to 
respond to the repatriation of 63 Bissau-Guinean 
children. This activity is aimed to facilitate the return of 
migrant children from neighbouring countries to their 
families. UNICEF is also supporting interventions to 
take out children from the streets during this period of 
COVID-19 pandemic. These interventions target mainly 
the so-called talibe children, as well as children at risk 
of exploitation and abuse. UNICEF has been active   in  
 

 
 
the preparation of the necessary protocols for their 
repatriation, together with other national and UN 
partners, mainly IOM and UNHCR.  
 
During the reporting period, 66 children infected with 
COVID-19 have received psychosocial support from the 
Ministry of Health, social service unit (social assistants 
and psychologists), in partnership with the Ministry of 
Woman, Family and Social Protection. The Ministry has 
forged a partnership with the association of people with 
disabilities to produce fabric bags for the recreative kits 
to be distributed next week to selected number of 
children. 
 

Social inclusion and cash transfers 

UNICEF continues working with its partners on the 

preparation of the social cash transfers programme: the 

targeting criteria as well as the methodology for the 

selection of vulnerable households. An intersectorial 

Cash Transfers Working Group is being set up under 

the social protection steering committee. A meeting of 

the social protection steering committee will therefore 

take place shortly to advance on these issues.

 

Adaptations to ongoing UNICEF programmes 

UNICEF development programmes have been adapted to the COVID-19 context by reformulating some activities, by 

using programme resources to enhance COVID-19 interventions or by adding sensitization on COVID-19 prevention to 

our current programmes.  

 

• Elimination of Female Genital Mutilation programme:  UNICEF is preparing a partnership with Plan International 
to address FGM at community level, with a special focus on transborder interventions and girl’s community 
empowerment and participation activities. The project includes adapted approaches to the COVID-19 context. The 
project will target three regions where FGM is highly practiced.  
 
 

Funding Overview and Partnerships 

The Guinea-Bissau CO has contributed to the COVID-19 Global Humanitarian Response Plan with a request of USD 

2.48 million for preparedness and response needs. UNICEF Guinea-Bissau has redirected $US 270,000 of its own 

resources to the response. The office also received US$ 70,000 provided by the Education Sector Plan Development 

Grant (ESPDG) from GPE, US$ 60,000 from GAVI, US$ 100,000 from the Regional Office Emergency Fund, 

US$ 200,000 from the Thematic Humanitarian fund and US$ 100,000 from the MPTF COVID-19 Response and 

Recovery fund.  

                                                

 

 

 

 

Current resource mobilization efforts include the submission of 

funding proposals to the GPE COVID-19 Accelerated Funding 

window (up to US$ 5,000,000), to the African Development Bank 

jointly with WHO (US$ 2,100,000) and the reallocation of GAVI 

Health System Strengthening funds (up to US$ 300,000).  

 

Funds 
available

32%

Funding 
gap
68%

Funding Status



 

External Media 

MEDIA ARTICLES 

UNICEF doa materiais de combate a pandemia ao Ministério da Saúde Pública: 

http://angnoticias.blogspot.com/2020/06/covid-19-unicef-doa-materiais-de_5.html?m=1  

UNICEF oferece  materiais para prevenção  ao Ministério da Justiça:  

http://angnoticias.blogspot.com/2020/06/covid-19-unicefoferece-para-prevencao.html#links  

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

UNICEF Guinea-Bissau social media pages: 

Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and www.unicef.org/guineabissau      

 

UNICEF Guinea-Bissau dedicated webpage for coronavirus content in Portuguese:  
https://www.unicef.org/guineabissau/pt/coronavirus-na-guine-bissau 
 

VIDEOS 
New video: Weekly media briefing from WHO’s Representative on the current epidemiological situation in the country, 
as well as, the UN’s response to the coronavirus pandemic  
https://www.facebook.com/ONUGuineBissau/videos/1209216139427848/  
 
UNICEF donation of essential medical drugs & supplies for #COVID19 response 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kMOvEPEhE6c  
 

Videos produced by the young reporters’ network, supported by UNICEF: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WVa6HU48w7Y 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pTEWSnuyet8 

https://youtu.be/Mtgn1yQZ7ok   
https://youtu.be/I6sCpWWRYXQ   
 
UN COVID-19 sensitization video on the use of the mask: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=62yazoG5Ygc   

MUSIC 

National coronavirus song produced with support from the UN: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iFZNw6yzhkw 

 

PICTURES 

Folder for pictures of COVID-19 interventions here  

 

WASH DASHBOARD 

Monitoring dashboard for COVID-19 WASH interventions: https://bit.ly/GNB_covid19_unicef_WASH  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information contact: 

 

 

 

 

Nadine Perrault 

Representative  

UNICEF Guinea-Bissau 

Email: nperrault@unicef.org  

Ainhoa Jaureguibeitia 

Deputy Representative 

UNICEF Guinea-Bissau 

Email:ajaureguibeitia@unicef.org  

 

 

http://angnoticias.blogspot.com/2020/06/covid-19-unicef-doa-materiais-de_5.html?m=1
http://angnoticias.blogspot.com/2020/06/covid-19-unicefoferece-para-prevencao.html#links
https://www.facebook.com/Unicef-Guiné-Bissau-1441799569373425/
https://twitter.com/unicef_bissau
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCf1fmKJb3SGYKoIGm3XMLWg
http://www.unicef.org/guineabissau
https://www.unicef.org/guineabissau/pt/coronavirus-na-guine-bissau
https://www.facebook.com/ONUGuineBissau/videos/1209216139427848/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kMOvEPEhE6c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WVa6HU48w7Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pTEWSnuyet8
https://youtu.be/Mtgn1yQZ7ok
https://youtu.be/I6sCpWWRYXQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=62yazoG5Ygc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iFZNw6yzhkw
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/teams/GNB-Comm-C4D/DocumentLibrary1/Forms/AllItems.aspx?viewid=7b989ff3%2D629e%2D4e77%2Dbcf8%2Daabcfac7659a&id=%2Fteams%2FGNB%2DComm%2DC4D%2FDocumentLibrary1%2FPictures%20from%20the%20Coronavirus%20Sensitization%20activities
https://bit.ly/GNB_covid19_unicef_WASH
mailto:nperrault@unicef.org
mailto:ajaureguibeitia@unicef.org


 

Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 
 

 

 UNICEF and IPs Response 

Sector 2020 target Total results 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement   

RCCE 1: Number of people reached on COVID-19 through 
messaging on prevention and access to services 

 
2,000,000 

 
1,685,527 

RCCE 2:  Number of people engaged on COVID-19 through RCCE 
actions 

5,432 1,087 

WASH and IPC   

IPC 1: Number of people reached with critical WASH supplies 
(including hygiene items) and services 

239,000 

Total:    201,147 

Male:      95,545 

Female:105,602  

IPC 2: Number of healthcare workers within health facilities and 
communities provided with Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 

4,338 - 

IPC 3: Number of healthcare facility staff and community health 
workers trained in Infection Prevention and Control 

4,338 190 

Health   

Continuity of Health Care 1: Number of healthcare providers trained 
in detecting, referral and appropriate management of COVID-19 
cases among children, pregnant and breastfeeding women 

440 159 

Continuity of Health Care 4: Number of children 6-59 months 
admitted for treatment of severe acute malnutrition (SAM)   

1,547  204 

Child Protection and GBV    

Access to Continuous Education, Child Protection and GBV 

Services 1: Number of children supported with distance/home-based 

learning   

300,000 

Total: 319,176 (0-5 y) 

Male:  163,416 

Female: 155,760 

Access to Continuous Education, Child Protection and GBV 

Services 2: Number of schools implementing safe school protocols 

(COVID-19 prevention and control)   

1,500 0 

Access to Continuous Education, Child Protection and GBV 

Services 3: Number of children without parental or family care 

provided with appropriate alternative care arrangements 

200 

Total: 45 

Male: 45      

Female:  0       

Access to Continuous Education, Child Protection and GBV 

Services 4: Number of children, parents and primary caregivers 

provided with community based mental health and psychosocial 

support 

12,000 

 

7,426 

  

Access to Continuous Education, Child Protection and GBV 

Services 5: Number of UNICEF personnel and partners that have 

completed training on GBV risk mitigation and referrals for survivors 

150 130 

Access to Continuous Education, Child Protection and GBV 

Services 6: Number of children and adults that have access to a safe 

and accessible channel to report sexual exploitation and abuse 

  

6,000 4,906 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Annex B 

Funding Status 
 

 

Sector
Funding 

requirements

Funds 

available

Funding 

gap $
Gap %

C4D / RCCE              50,000          74,000 -24,000 -

WASH & IPC            800,000          80,000 720,000 90%

Social Protection            800,000          86,000 714,000 89%

Health            310,000        383,000 -73,000 -

Child Protection            120,000          60,000 60,000 50%

Social Sciences Research              50,000                  -   50,000 100%

Operational and staff costs            100,000          47,000 53,000 53%

Education            250,000          70,000 180,000 72%

Total         2,480,000        800,000 1,680,000 68%


