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Situation in Numbers 

31 million  
people at risk of COVID-19 

(total population) 

2.4 million people  

1.4 million children  

to be reached in the response  

 
102,100 confirmed cases 

96,700 recoveries 

823 deaths 

4,500 active cases 

16 regions (all regions) 

 

            1.4 million  
children accessing education 

services 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

Situation Overview - Highlights 
 

• In his 26th Address to the Nation on 25 July 2021, H.E. the President of 
the Republic of Ghana, Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo, called for 
increased mask use and social distancing measures to intensify the fight 
against the COVID-19 pandemic and prevent further spread.  
 

• Only 1.3 per cent of its 20-million adult population target have been fully 
vaccinated.  
 

• Ghana has recorded a new high in COVID-19 cases as the Delta strain is 
ushering the country into a third wave. 
 

• The COVID-19 national vaccination deployment was reviewed mid-July. 
Out of 1,316,850 doses of Astra Zeneca and 21,000 doses Sputnik V 
deployed, some 1,276,111 doses have been administered to date. 
Insufficient doses, tablets for electronic data capture and vaccine 
hesitancy were among the challenges identified.  
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UNICEF Appeal 2021 

US$ 26.9 million 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Carry-over from 
previous year

$0.7M 

Funds 
received
$15.1M 

Funding 
gap

$11.2M 

Funding status

$26.9M 

required

Distribution of new cases reported in Epi Week 31 as at 8 August 

2021, Ghana. Source: Ghana Health Service, SitRep, July 2021. 
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Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

 

Health     

                                                                                                                                                                                           

UNICEF, the Government of Japan, Ministry of Health and Ghana 

Health Service are cooperating to procure ultra-cold chain equipment, 

designed to store COVID-19 vaccines at very low temperatures. This is 

part of a strategic partnership to increase COVID-19 vaccination 

capacity and population immunity. The investment will also ensure 

capacity building and training of over 140 Ghana Health Service (GHS) 

staff on how to operate and maintain the cold chain equipment and 

monitor vaccines distribution. The strengthening and management plan 

will also be supported through data collection and analysis, 

consultations, and policy formulation.  

 

In addition, GAVI, the vaccine alliance, is supporting Ghana with Walk-

in Cold Rooms and other Cold Chain Equipment. 

 

The National Immunization Technical Advisory Group has been strengthened to analyse and develop evidence-based 

recommendations.  A multi-stakeholder consultation was held to validate a draft national policy, accompanying costed 

strategy and plan under the Scaling Pneumonia Response Innovations project, known as SPRINT. This is assisting the 

production, supply, and rational use of medical oxygen in all health facilities in all 16 regions.  

 

Nutrition 

 

UNICEF provided technical expertise and funding to support an assessment of the pandemic’s impact on nutrition, in 

collaboration with the Ghana Health Service (GHS), the World Food Programme, and the Ministry of Food and 

Agriculture. The Second Quarter 2021 Food and Nutrition Security Monitoring Bulletin was released, highlighting more 

children receiving Growth Monitoring and Promotion services; fewer children underweight; and an increase in maize 

prices – all routine data cited are from the first quarter of 2021 and 

compared to same period in 2020. Household food consumption 

remains acceptable in severe and moderate food insecure 

households from Greater Accra, Ashanti, Western, Bono East, 

Upper East, and Oti Regions. Many are consuming what they are 

producing. Maize prices have soared due to rising demand leading 

to increased advocacy for livelihood support to vulnerable 

households as food security is predicted to deteriorate in the 

upcoming lean season.  

 

UNICEF also supported the MoH, GHS and H.E. the First Lady, 

Ms. Rebecca Akufo-Addo, to engage Queen Mothers, other 

traditional leaders and young people who have the power to 

mobilize society and advocate for increased uptake of the Girl’s 

Iron Folate Tablet Supplementation and other nutrition 

programmes.  

 

Child Protection 

UNICEF and partners met 40 per cent of the 2021 target for psychosocial 

support. Over 60,000 people were reached by the Ghanaians Against Child 

Abuse campaign via social media on child protection and COVID-19 issues.  

 

UNICEF supported the implementation of several policies and guidance on 

domestic violence, family-based care for children and Ghana's Social 

Welfare Information Management System (SWIMS). Challenges identified 

during field monitoring include poor internet connection, lack of information 

and technology equipment, and outstanding coaching needs, which 

UNICEF Supply and Procurement Officer in 
Tamale checks the data on a vaccine fridge at a 
health centre. ©UNICEF/UN254997/ 
ANNANKRA  

Children with experience at care institutions take 

part in a ceremony to launch a suite of policy 

and guidance at the Ministry of Gender, Children 

and Social Protection. 

©UNICEF/UN200111/BUTA 

 

H.E. the First Lady, Rebecca Akufo-Addo, with 
traditional leaders (Queen mothers) at a nutrition 
community mobilization event 
©UNICEF/UN533588/KOKOROKO  
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contribute to under-reporting of cases of children and women who experience gender-based violence and/or require 

alternative care services on SWIMS.  

 

Ongoing coaching efforts in 60 districts aim at improving the quality and completeness of cases entered by social 

workers. Funding to strengthen Ghana's Care Reform Initiative remains limited, with potential to negatively impact 

service delivery and availability of alternative family-based care for children.  

 

Education 

 

Ghana’s distance learning programme continues to help about 6.3 million children covered in the response to overcome 

learning disruption caused by the pandemic. UNICEF and the Ghana Education Service (GES) implemented 

programmes to broadcast lessons in four core subjects through the national Ghana Broadcasting Corporation and its 

32 affiliates as well as 47 local radio stations in 47 districts and six new regions. UNICEF also promoted the use of 

community libraries.  

 

The learning programme, supported by Mastercard Foundation and the Government of 

Japan, embeds the Universal Design for Learning principles, offering equal opportunities for 

all vulnerable children, including children from deprived households and communities and 

children with disabilities.   

 

UNICEF and GES have equipped a national cadre of 50 master trainers with practical skills 

in psychosocial support – including how to reassure families that the school environment is 

safe for learning – to complement the ongoing regional, district and community-level back-to-

school campaign.  

 

The Early Childhood Education National Steering Committee has agreed on its roles and 

responsibilities to oversee the education of Ghana’s youngest learners.  

 

Water and Sanitation 

 

In July, 3,000 additional persons participated in an integrated Risk Communication and Community-Led Total Sanitation 

activities in the Northern and North East Regions. 

 

With Denmark’s support, UNICEF has held Training-of-Trainers for 100 education, health, and WASH offices in Greater 

Kumasi and Accra Metropolitan regional and district levels. Cascade training began at the end of July. Rural banks have 

released household sanitation loans under the Basic Sanitation Fund. 

 

UNICEF and the Ghana Water Company Ltd. have set up Water User Associations to promote the safe use of water 

and started procuring main water pipes for seven low-income municipalities in the Greater Accra and Kumasi 

Metropolitan areas. A consultant has been engaged to assess safe water in schools, improve procurement 

documentation and quality assurance. The Coalition of NGOs in Water and Sanitation and the Ministry of Sanitation and 

Water Resources have started to refine sanitary inspection checklists in schools and other institutions.  

 

Social Protection  

 

UNICEF supported the Ministry of Gender, Children and Social Protection to deliver more COVID Relief cash transfer 

payments to 27,000 people, enabling families to maintain an adequate standard of living and to protect children’s rights.  

 

UNICEF has supported several monitoring reports, by using a free, open-source software called RapidPro, through civil 

society organizations, and through our own technical support.  

 

The team is synthesizing this information and draw structural lessons for other emergency cash transfers, including on 

targeting, use of mobile payments, and monitoring methods. 

 

A mother hugs her toddler as 
she learns about nutrition and 
early childhood development 
©UNICEF/UN506771/MILLS 
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Communication for Development         

                                  

With support from UNICEF, the GHS national and regional officers have received 

training on misinformation and rumour tracking around vaccination and vaccine 

hesitancy, for both COVID 19 and general routine immunization. Their social listening 

account on the Talkwalker platform was also created to analyze misinformation 

generated online.  

Three master trainings were completed on early childhood development for 98 national 

and regional officers from the Departments of Social Welfare, Children, Education 

Service, Social Welfare, and key civil society organizations.  

The Agoo mobile platform continued to provide critical information on COVID-19, 

maternal and adolescent health, as well as gender-based violence. It recorded 142,911 

calls from 14,612 callers in July, which shows an increase of about 12,000 from the 

previous month’s total calls.  

UNICEF is working with four civils society organizations to provide services and promote 

adolescent reproductive health. Support was also provided to GHS to develop a manual 

on risk communication and community engagement, with a focus on adolescents. 

 

 

Adolescents and Youth  

 

 
 
 
 
 

The U-Report Platform in Ghana passed its 200,000 reporters milestones following eight polls conducted this year to 

garner youth opinions on topics such as COVID-19 vaccines, mental health during the pandemic, back-to-school, youth 

skills, and UNICEF’s upcoming Strategic Plan.   

 

The Ghanaian youths said the top three areas to be prioritized in the next 10 years include skills and employability 

(30%), health (20%) and education (30%). These views help shape the development of the Strategic Plan. The majority 

(77%) said that their learning experience has worsened during the pandemic. They added that better access to 

technology and teacher training could help develop the skills they need.  

 

Sixty young, dynamic people working in four teams presented their innovative ideas and solutions for increased 

participation, transparency and accountability in the local government budget planning and analysis. With support from 

UNICEF, the Ghana Anti-Corruption Coalition and the Ministries of Finance and Local Government and Rural 

Development, and a partner organization called Meltwater Entrepreneurial School of Technology, the participants were 

trained to build their capacity and sharpen their ideas.  

 

A month-long hackathon ‘World Youth Skills’ was launched on 12 July to garner fresh ideas from 10-24-year-olds on 

ending open defecation in Ghana, with support from the Ministry of Sanitation and Water Resources, UNICEF, 

CONIWAS, GHS, and partners. 

1. A U-report milestone reached.  
2. Four team leaders of the Budget innovation challenge for youth (©UNICEF/UN652881/ADATSI). 
3 & 4. UNICEF launches a hackathon on ending open defecation (©UNICEF/UN100233/BADDOO)  

C4D trainings on early childhood 
development in Kumasi (top) and 
COVID-19 rumour management 
in Bono (bottom)  
©UNICEF/ALHASAN 
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Humanitarian strategy, Partnerships and Funding 
 

UNICEF’s humanitarian strategy in Ghana involves protecting children and 

their families from exposure to COVID-19, minimizing mortality and supporting 

the continuity of services. The response is aligned with key global and national 

frameworks, has identified gaps, and targets the most vulnerable groups, 

especially in high-risk areas. It also seeks to address the needs of 2.4 million 

people living in extreme poverty who are most affected by the pandemic.   

 

UNICEF continues to coordinate closely with the Government and the UN 

Country Team to deploy its COVID-19 response in priority areas such as 

health, vaccination rollout, risk communication and community engagement, 

mitigation of the socioeconomic impact of the crisis and preparedness to 

other crisis. 

The team is providing additional support to stretched capacities at national and sub-national levels in water and 

sanitation, nutrition, health, education, child protection and social protection sectors. 

 

The UNICEF Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal in Ghana presents a funding gap of US$ 11.2 million.  

 

Key public and private sector supporters include Canada, China International 

Development and Cooperation Agency, Denmark, Japan, UK, USAID, and 

Mastercard Foundation.  

 

Thanks to a new contribution from Japan of USD 1 million, announced in 

July, UNICEF has procured ultra-cold chain equipment for the storage of 

vaccines at very low temperatures. Regional and national health staff are 

also trained on how to operate and maintain the cold chain equipment and 

monitor the COVID-19 vaccine distribution. 

 

UNICEF calls for more stakeholder to provide additional support funds to 

ensure greater observance of COVID-19 health safety protocols, addressing 

vaccine hesitancy, improving detection, testing, and tracing as well as the availability of quality intensive care and 

treatment. There is also a need to accelerate the scaling up of remote learning solutions, hygiene infrastructure and 

maintaining social protection commitments. These efforts will help fill the continuing gaps in ensuring a comprehensive 

and effective response to the COVID-19 pandemic, for vulnerable children, young people, and families in Ghana. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Baby and mother who just received her baby’s 
birth certificate providing legal protection. 

@UNICEF/UN433887/ANNANKRA  

Hon. Minister of Health, Dr. Kwaku Agyeman-Manu 
hosted H.E. the Ambassador of Japan and UNICEF 
Representative to celebrate progress made to improve 

COVID-19 prevention. ©UNICEF/UN751101/ADATSI  
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COVID-19 diagnostic and
treatment services
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IFA supplementation
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UASC services
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UNICEF’s Response and Funding Status

Targ

% achieved2021 target (%)
% funds 
available

*Funding available includes: funds received in the current year; carry-over from the previous year; and repurposed funds 

with agreement from donors. 
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Human Interest Stories and External Media 
 

https://www.unicef.org/ghana/press-releases/ghana-japan-and-unicef-boost-covid-19-vaccination-drive-30-new-ultra-

cold-chain  

https://www.unicef.org/ghana/press-releases/new-hope-vulnerable-children-ghana-grow-caring-families  

https://www.unicef.org/wca/press-releases/young-people-rally-put-end-open-defecation-west-and-central-africa 

https://fb.watch/7cX0dxDji0/  

https://fb.watch/7cX3TIzaDT/   

https://www.ghananewsdesk.com/2021/07/the-ministry-of-health-today-celebrates.html  

https://expressnewsghana.com/index.php/2021/07/07/ghana-has-benefited-immensely-from-japan-unicef-agyeman-

manu/  

https://www.gna.org.gh/1.21013755  

https://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/NewsArchive/Ghana-Japan-UNICEF-celebrate-successes-of-

Universal-Health-Coverage-1304431  

https://www.businessghana.com/site/news/general/241987/Ghana-Japan-UNICEF-celebrate-successes-of-Universal-

Health-Coverage  

https://www.graphic.com.gh/news/general-news/ministry-launches-3-work-related-tools-for-children-s-welfare.html  

https://www.africanews.com/2021/07/13/ghana-s-first-lady-advocates-for-good-nutrition/  

https://newsghana.com.gh/tighten-supervision-on-school-feeding-programme-stakeholders/  

https://www.graphic.com.gh/news/health/herd-immunity-vaccination-on-course-despite-setbacks-minister-of-

health.html  

https://tribuneonlineng.com/west-central-africa-account-for-24-of-120-million-practising-open-defecation-unicef-

laments/  

https://www.vanguardngr.com/2021/07/young-people-in-nigeria-ghana-rally-to-end-open-defecation-in-west-central-

africa/  

https://allafrica.com/stories/202107160326.html  

 

 

 

  

Who to contact for 

further information: 

Anne-Claire Dufay 

UNICEF Representative 

Ghana 

Tel: +233 55 675 1722 

Email: adufay@unicef.org 

Fiachra McAsey  

UNICEF Deputy Representative 

Ghana  

Tel: +233 55 255 8218 

Email: fmcasey@unicef.org  

Eulette Ewart  

UNICEF Communication Manager  

Ghana 

Tel: +233 24 433 4996 

Email: eewart@unicef.org  

https://www.unicef.org/ghana/press-releases/ghana-japan-and-unicef-boost-covid-19-vaccination-drive-30-new-ultra-cold-chain
https://www.unicef.org/ghana/press-releases/ghana-japan-and-unicef-boost-covid-19-vaccination-drive-30-new-ultra-cold-chain
https://www.unicef.org/ghana/press-releases/new-hope-vulnerable-children-ghana-grow-caring-families
https://www.unicef.org/wca/press-releases/young-people-rally-put-end-open-defecation-west-and-central-africa
https://fb.watch/7cX0dxDji0/
https://fb.watch/7cX3TIzaDT/
https://www.ghananewsdesk.com/2021/07/the-ministry-of-health-today-celebrates.html
https://expressnewsghana.com/index.php/2021/07/07/ghana-has-benefited-immensely-from-japan-unicef-agyeman-manu/
https://expressnewsghana.com/index.php/2021/07/07/ghana-has-benefited-immensely-from-japan-unicef-agyeman-manu/
https://www.gna.org.gh/1.21013755
https://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/NewsArchive/Ghana-Japan-UNICEF-celebrate-successes-of-Universal-Health-Coverage-1304431
https://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/NewsArchive/Ghana-Japan-UNICEF-celebrate-successes-of-Universal-Health-Coverage-1304431
https://www.businessghana.com/site/news/general/241987/Ghana-Japan-UNICEF-celebrate-successes-of-Universal-Health-Coverage
https://www.businessghana.com/site/news/general/241987/Ghana-Japan-UNICEF-celebrate-successes-of-Universal-Health-Coverage
https://www.graphic.com.gh/news/general-news/ministry-launches-3-work-related-tools-for-children-s-welfare.html
https://www.africanews.com/2021/07/13/ghana-s-first-lady-advocates-for-good-nutrition/
https://newsghana.com.gh/tighten-supervision-on-school-feeding-programme-stakeholders/
https://www.graphic.com.gh/news/health/herd-immunity-vaccination-on-course-despite-setbacks-minister-of-health.html
https://www.graphic.com.gh/news/health/herd-immunity-vaccination-on-course-despite-setbacks-minister-of-health.html
https://tribuneonlineng.com/west-central-africa-account-for-24-of-120-million-practising-open-defecation-unicef-laments/
https://tribuneonlineng.com/west-central-africa-account-for-24-of-120-million-practising-open-defecation-unicef-laments/
https://www.vanguardngr.com/2021/07/young-people-in-nigeria-ghana-rally-to-end-open-defecation-in-west-central-africa/
https://www.vanguardngr.com/2021/07/young-people-in-nigeria-ghana-rally-to-end-open-defecation-in-west-central-africa/
https://allafrica.com/stories/202107160326.html
mailto:adufay@unicef.org
mailto:fmcasey@unicef.org
mailto:eewart@unicef.org
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    Annex A - Summary of Programme Results – Ghana 

 

 
 

UNICEF and IPs Response 

Sector 

 

Total Needs 
2021 

target 

Total 

results 

 

Change 

Nutrition     

Children aged 6 to 59 months with severe acute 

malnutrition admitted for treatment 

16,424 16,424 3,178 

 

66% 

 

Primary caregivers of children aged 0 to 23 months 

receiving infant and young child feeding counselling  

350,000 350,000 147,796 

 

4% 

 

Adolescent girls receiving iron and folic acid or multiple 

micronutrient supplements  

1,000,000 1,000,000 1,664,232 21% 

.Health     

Children and women accessing primary health care in 

UNICEF -supported facilities  

500,000 

 

 

500,000 

 

 

2,193,906 

(women) 

496,444 

(Children) 

2,690,350 

(Total) 

25% 

 

26% 

 

25% 

 

People who received diagnostic and treatment services for 

COVID-19 

30,000 30,000 374.511 157% 

WASH      

People accessing a sufficient quantity of safe water for 

drinking, cooking and personal hygiene 

30,000 30,000 6,500 0% 

Children accessing appropriate water, sanitation and 

hygiene facilities and hygiene services in learning facilities 

and safe spaces 

40,000 

 

40,000 

 

28,056 0% 

People reached with critical water, sanitation and hygiene 

supplies (including hygiene items) and services 

50,000 

 

 

50,000 

 

 

7,200  0% 

People reached with key hygiene messages, services 

and/or supplies, including handwashing with soap 

340,000 340,000 158,629 2% 

Child Protection     

Children and caregivers accessing mental health and 

psychosocial support 

120,000 

 

 

 

120,000 

 

 

 

15,103 

(Girls) 

13,612 

(Boys) 

13,730 

(Women) 

9,783 

(Men) 

52,228 

(Total) 

50% 

 

56% 

 

63% 

 

59% 

 

56% 

Women, girls and boys accessing gender-based violence 

risk mitigation, prevention or response interventions 

120,000 

 

 

120,000 

 

 

3544 

(Girls) 

2762 

(Boys) 

4324 

(Women) 

10630 

(Total) 

0.4% 

0.1% 

 

0.0% 

 

 

0.2% 

People with access to safe channels to report sexual 

exploitation and abuse 

3,500 3,500 272 258% 
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Unaccompanied and separated children reunified with their 

primary caregiver or provided with family-based 

care/alternative care services 

3,500 

 

 

3,500 

 

 

560 (girls) 

583 (boys) 

1143 (total) 

1% 

0% 

0.3% 

Education     

Children accessing formal or non-formal education, 

including early learning 

1,383,576 1,383,576 677,952 

[girls] 

705,624  

[boys]  

1,383,576 

[Total] 

0% 

 

0% 

 

0% 

 

Schools implementing safe school protocols (infection 

prevention and control) 

10,545 10,545 10,545  

Social Protection      

Households reached with cash transfers through an 

existing government system where UNICEF provided 

technical assistance and funding 

256,500 256,500 375,000 

  

 

0% 

 

Communication for Development / Communication / 

AAP  
   

 

People participating in engagement actions for social and 

behavioural change 

1,000,000 1,000,000 475,063 

 

43& 

People reached through messaging on key health 

behaviours, available social services and response to 

COVID-19 

6,000,000 6,000,000 9,000,000 0% 

People who shared their concerns and asked 

questions/clarifications to address their needs through 

established feedback mechanisms 

200,000 200,000 4506 

 

4% 

 
 
  Annex B - Funding Status - Ghana 
 

Sector Requirements 

Funds available Funding gap 

Humanitarian 
resources 
received in 

2021 

Resources available 
from 2020  

(Carry-over) 
$ % 

Health  1,900,000 
            

5,022,084  
                       

317,317  
            

3,439,401  
181.02% 

Nutrition 2,372,597 
               

484,247  
                       

243,810  
          

(1,644,540) 
-69.31% 

Child Protection 1,175,000 
               

430,147  
                                 -    

             
(744,853) 

-63.39% 

Education 5,780,805 
            

2,325,256  
                         

90,446  
          

(3,365,103) 
-58.21% 

WASH 8,140,000 
            

3,773,891  
                         

48,995  
          

(4,317,114) 
-53.04% 

Social Protection 5,030,000                          -                                     -    
          

(5,030,000) 
-100.00% 

Coordination  2,550,000 
            

3,021,519  
                         

23,496  
               

495,015  
19.41% 

Total 26,948,402          15,057,144                        724,065        (11,167,193) -41% 

 


