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Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 
 
In April, Ghana saw a lower infection rate than in recent months. 
However, the need for public health and safety measures 
remains high. As of the 30th of April, the number of cases stood 
at 92,683 with 1,584 active cases and 779 reported deaths. 
Cumulatively across the period of the pandemic, in West and 
Central Africa, Ghana counts the second highest number of 
coronavirus cases. 

 
World Health Day - with the theme “Building a fairer, healthier 
world for everyone” – spotlighted the increased health inequites 
brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic. UNICEF and the World 
Health Organization advocated for closer monitoring of health 
inequities - including low access to safe water and clean environments, health 
services and food insecurity - to strengthen response systems targeted at 
children and families worst affected by the pandemic. 
 
“Vaccines bring us closer” was the theme for the Africa Vaccination Week, 
which was launched in Ghana on the 26th of April 2021. The event helped 
emphasize the importance of vaccines in eliminating preventable diseases 
that threaten the lives of children from birth to two years, as well as the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The Minister of Health, Hon. Kwaku Agyeman-Manu, 
reiterated the commitment to vaccinate all eligible persons (around 20 million 
people) in Ghana. He stressed this as a major factor to end the COVID-19 
pandemic and build resilience for the future. 
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1st - 30th April 2021 

Approximately nine 
million children 
benefiting from 
schools being open 
 

US$ 17 million 
funding required 

92,683 confirmed 
cases 
90,324 recoveries 
779 confirmed 
deaths 
1,584 active cases 
 

Graph illustrating the number of people who have 
contracted COVID-19 across West and Central Africa 
Region, 2021 

Map of Ghana identifying the concentration of 
confirmed cases of COVID-19 disease 
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UNICEF's COVID-19 response in Ghana

Health  
 
To strengthen cold chain systems, the UNICEF Health and Supply 
Teams provided technical advice to the Ghana Health Service (GHS) 
to complete the COVAX Cold Chain Equipment application. With 
support from Gavi, additional cold chain equipment has been 
installed in 15 out of the 16 regions in April, bringing the tally to 2,339. 
 
An assessment of storage facilities for vaccine logistics in the country 
was conducted to request additional devices to administer the 
vaccine. This was completed and submitted through the UNICEF 
West and Central Africa Regional Office to Gavi.  
 
To date, the Ashanti Regional Public Health reference laboratory has conducted 3,117 tests with 2,422 
positive results. The Northern Regional Public Health reference lab has tested 35,131 samples with 1,833 
positive results. UNICEF had provided testing equipment to these two regional Public Health Reference 
laboratories in 2020.  
 

UNICEF has produced a research paper on the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic on essential health and nutrition service utilization in Ghana. To 
support the continuity of essential health services, 50 kangaroo mother care 
(KMC) chairs were procured for 16 health facilities in Upper East Region, 
Upper West Region and North East Region. These are semi-reclining 
chairs for mothers to practice KMC effectively and comfortably for 
prolonged hours in a day. They provide warmth, easy access to breastmilk 
and protection for babies with low birth weight so that they survive and 
thrive. 
 
UNICEF and WHO participated in the African Vaccination Week on the 
theme “Vaccines bring us closer together”. On 26th April, the event served 
as a forum to discuss progress and well as health care gaps that were 
widened by the COVID-19 pandemic. Participants also reiterated calls to 
address equitable access to vaccines. 

 
Nutrition 
 
UNICEF continued to provide technical and financial support to the 
revitalization of the Nutrition Friendly School Initiative in the context 
of COVID-19. The school-age child nutrition programme aims to 
improve the health and nutritional wellbeing of pupils and to scale 
up the Girls’ Iron Folate Tablet Supplementation (GIFTS) 
programme.  
 
The nutrition programme has been rolled out nationwide. To date, 
668,634 girls ages 10 - 19 years have benefited from the GIFTS 
programme. Additionally, UNICEF continued to provide technical 
support to 66 districts in Eastern and Greater Accra Regions to roll-
out the use of Micronutrient Powders and improve the quality of 
diets of young children (6- 23 months). 
 
To mitigate the impact of COVID-19 on nutrition, UNICEF provided technical support to the North East Region 
to train 200 frontline health staff in managing and treating children with Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM). In 
addition, 24 health workers joined a training of trainers (TOT) on infant and young child feeding (IYCF) at the 
Korle Bu Teaching Hospital in Greater Accra. The trainers are currently cascading the training downstream 
to reach 400 health workers in the Greater Accra region.  

A health worker advocating for childen to be 
vaccinated with a frame at the African 
Vaccination Week event on 26 April 2021. 
©UNICEF/UN367811/PAPPOE 

Vaccine refridgerator supplied with support from 
Gavi, the Global Vaccine Alliance. 
©UNICEF/UN352811/PAPPOE 

A student of Tolon Junior High School taking her 
weekly dose of the Iron Folate Supplement to prevent 
anemia.  ©UNICEF  
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All 16 regions across Ghana have embarked on the post-launch of the “Start Right Feed Right - from birth to 
two years” campaign to improve what, how, and when young children are fed. This activity, which started in 
March and will continue until August, includes the engagement of employers and businesses. They are invited 
to make their work places family friendly, scale up social behaviour change communications, implement ten 
steps to successful breastfeeding in maternity facilities, improve access to complementary feeding 
programme monitoring of the CODE on promotion of Breastmilk substitutes, and engage the food sector to 
improve dietary diversity for young children. 
 
In addition, to ensure increased domestic funding for nutrition, UNICEF developed a Nutrition Budget Brief 
that is being used for advocacy with the Ministry of Finance and District Assemblies.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Water Sanitation and Hygiene 
 
UNICEF supported 22 health care centres within the Greater 
Accra, Eastern and Northern Regions with improved water and 
sanitation infrastructure and services and enhanced Infection 
Prevention and Control (IPC) capacity.  
 
As a result, estimated 2,200 outpatients are receiving health 
services from these institutions with much reduced risk of health 
facility induced infection and spread of the COVID-19 virus.  
 
In addition, ten schools were equipped with sustainable WASH 
infrastrcuture (water connection, storage and gender separated 
latrine facilities) benefiting 2,000 children from Central, Volta and 
Northern regions.  
 

Over 110 institutions (90 schools and 20 healthcare facilities) have 
received WASH IPC supplies, including Personal Protective 
Equipment (e.g. face masks, gloves, goggles), alcohol-based 
sanitizer, chlorine and liquid soap. These supplies were procured 
with support from the World Bank (Pandemic Emergency Financing 
Facility).  
 
The programme targeted institutions in areas particularly affected by 
the COVID-19 pandemic in the Greater Accra, Northern, Volta and 
Central Regions. The supplies in schools benefited 18,000 children 
and those in healthcare facilities reached around 2,000 outpatients 
coming to the health facilities.  
 

COVID-19 risk communication has continued to be integrated into community-level sanitation and hygiene 
interventions. From January to April 2021, in 53 Open Defecation Free (ODF) communities, UNICEF and its 
partners reached 52,963 persons with messages on handwashing and other COVID-19 hygiene protocols.  
 

 
 

Training of health workers at the Korle Bu teaching Hospital, Ghana, April 2021. ©UNICEF  

A student washing her hands using a facility provided 
by UNICEF and partners to promote hygiene 
practices in school. ©UNICEF/UN279221/BUTA 

Handwashing facilities provided by UNICEF and 
partners targeted at schools, health centers and 
public spaces. ©UNICEF/UN628202/BUTA 
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Child Protection 
 
During the reporting period, 2,520 women and children benefited from SGBV services, risk mitigation, and 
prevention interventions through integrated social services delivery at the decentralised level, CSO partners 
in Kumasi and Accra and the child-friendly gender-based violence courts in Accra.  
 
More over, 980 children (486 girls, 494 boys) without parental or family care benefited from alternate care 
arrangements across 48 MMDAs, while 76 children (50 girls, 26 boys) were reunified with their biological 
families. At the decentralised level, efforts to secure adequate quality care continued to benefit from 
strengthened cooperation and collaboration among child protection actors, including continued support from 
community members and traditional leaders in finding alternate family-based arrangements. However, 
service providers were restrained in their ability to provide alternate care due to an absence or limited 
availability of avenues of alternative care such as foster parents. 
 

Between January and April 2021, UNICEF and its partners 
reached 4,387 people (1,242 girls, 1,018 boys, 1,132 women, and 
995 men), including 810 people in April alone in six regions with 
community-based psychosocial support services, COVID-19 
prevention, child protection and Sexual Gender Based Violence 
(SGBV) messaging. Community facilitators used different tools 
from the Child Protection Community Facilitation toolkits (e.g. the 
Adolescent Health and Protection flashcards, Maize Plant, Online 
Safety, Balloon Game) to engage target audiences on topics such 
as adolescent pregnancy, online gender inequality, child marriage 
and SGBV, among others. The engagements were held in 
communities, churches and through small group meetings. 
 

The Church of Pentecost, in the Central Region, organised a retreat and used the child protection facilitation 
toolkit to sensitise its members on child protection issues. In all, 1,045 participants were reached, including 
301 girls, 266 boys (children from 9-11), 376 women, 61 men, 21 pastors and 20 pastors’ wives. 
 
The Ghanaians Against Child Abuse (GACA) campaign continued to reach out to people with information 
about COVID-19, child protection related helplines and better parenting messages. The movement reached 
36,784 people through GACA social media handles in April 2021.  
 
UNICEF supported a consultative process in setting political and programmatic priorities for the elimination 
of child labor in Ghana, including in the cocoa sector. UNICEF has been advocating in various fora and has 
been partnering with the Ministry of Employment and Labour 
Relations, the EU and other actors, including through the 
Sustainable Cocoa Initiative. This initiative is aimed at developing a 
strategic plan to prevent child labour, address the low income of 
local producers and the effects of deforestation. These dialogues 
are of particular importance as 2021 is the International Year for the 
Elimination of Child Labor. 
 

 
Risk Communication & Community Engagement 
 
UNICEF continued to support the roll-out of the national communication campaign on COVID-19 Vaccine 
Introduction jointly with the Ghana Health Service and other key stakeholders. UNICEF contributed to the 
development of new poster series targeting wider groups and individuals for the COVID-19 vaccination 
campaign across the country to help reduce hesitancy. 
 
UNICEF facilitated the meeting of a Misinformation Management Task Force hosted by the Health Promotion 
Division on 20th April 2021. The participants gained greater insight in navigating on Talkwalker to review 
rumors and misinformation, its potential impact and possible response mechanism and messages.  
 

Teams in the Eastern Region sensitizing parents and 
caregivers in the Asasekokor community on COVID-
19 protocols and child protection. ©GACA 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/childprotection?src=hashtag_click
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In addition, UNICEF continued to cooperate with the Health Promotion Division in strengthening its social 
media strategy and started series of training for the Digital Unit.  These focused on social engagement, social 
listening and effective misinformation management. The participants were directly trained on social media 
engagement tools. 
 
UNICEF contributed to the preparation of the African Vaccination 
Week through the development of interactive banner and social 
media frames with messages on COVID-19 vaccines, its efficacy 
and safety. The frames contains calls to action for caregivers and 
the general public to actively participate in the COVID-19 vaccine 
roll-out across the country. 
 
UNICEF supported the finalisation of the Social Behavior Change 
Communication (SBCC) Strategy on preparedness towards Oral 
Polio Vaccine (nOPV2) introduction in Ghana. An advocacy 
strategy, risk communication and community engagement 
strategy, as well as a crisis communication plan were developed. 
  
The distribution of posters, video clips and murals on polio 
routine immunization and prevention of COVID-19 have continued 
across ten regions in Ghana. In total, over 10,000 posters have 
been distributed with about 50 murals completed across different 
locations in the country. From the 24th to the 30th of April,  all online 
platforms  - social media and website - supported advocacy efforts 
on access to vaccines for all to protect children from preventable 
diseases and help end the COVID-19 pandemic. All these 
messages reached over 3 million people. 
 
As UNICEF and partners marked World Health Day, World Malaria 
Day, African Vaccination Week and World  Immunization Week, the 
issue of equal acces to health care was widely covered across 
online platforms. Messages highlighted calls for stronger 
partnerships and continued investments to close the health inequity 
gap that has been widened by the COVID-19 pandemic. UNICEF 
health experts also featured on national television to mark World 
Immunization Week, encouraging parents, caregivers and 
community leaders to vaccinate their children against preventable 
diseases.  
 
UNICEF Ghana also supported the Ghana Health Services’ campaign on #ZeroMalaria, by calling for  fair 
access  to quality health care and vaccines with the aim of wiping out Malaria in Ghana – noting that the 
highest number of victims are children. 
 
UNICEF continued to support the deployment of the Talking Book (an operated handheld audio device) in 
the Jirapa Municipality of the Upper West Region of Ghana, targeting pregnant, lactating and nursing 
mothers. New messages were added on Maternal and Child Health, including regular Ante-Natal Care (ANC) 
attendance, birth preparedness planning, skilled delivery, immunization and early initiation of breastfeeding. 
Over 280 updated talking book devices were deployed across 47 CHPS facilities  and mother-to-mother 
support groups, reaching around 104,340 people. 
 
The Agoo platform provided critical information, including COVID-19 preventive messages to adolescents 
and young people in Ghana. In April, as many as 102,650 calls were received from 10,393 callers with the 
majority being students aged 15-19 years. The most popular messages were related to the corona virus and 
maternal health.  
 
UNICEF, in collaboration with USAID Breakthrough Action, launched new episodes of  the You Only Live 
Once (YOLO) serial television show. This programme aims at sparking conversation around Adolescent 
Reproductive Health and other related topics in Ghana. 

UNICEF and WHO Representatives in Ghana advocating 
for all children to be vaccinated at the right time, at the 
African Vaccination Week event, April 2021. 
©UNICEF/UN173011/PAPPOE 
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Over a year since the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, U-Report 
disseminated a poll among young people who have been affected by 
school sclosures, increased domestic violence, stress and anxiety, to 
check in on their mental health and availability of psychosocial 
support.  
 
Among various causes of anxiety during the period, 40% of 
respondents said they were still stressed about catching up with their 
education after being at home for ten months. 
 
U-Report used this medium to share helplines to assist young people 
reach out, receive advice and emotional, social and psychological 
support. 
 
 

Education 
 

With support from the Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA) and UNICEF Canada, the Ghana 
Education Service (GES) and UNICEF Ghana procured, packaged and distributed over 12,000 resource 
materials for science, mathematics and social studies, to improve teaching and learning of core subjects.  
 
This will boost the confidence of over 41,000 Junior High School (JHS) learners, especially girls from 252 
basic schools in seven districts (Tolon, Saboba, Nanumba North, Kpandai, Krachi East, West Gonja, West 
Mamprusi)  across four regions in the country. The materials will also benefit about 1,500 teachers offering 
science and mathematics programmes to help the JHS students in the classroom. UNICEF and KOICA 
handed over the learning resources to the GES management in April, in Tema.  

 
 

 
 

UNICEF’s commitment to sustain distance and digital learning opportunities for quality learning led to the 
initiation of the GIGA programme aimed at conducting school connectivity mapping, as well identification of 
gaps to effectively develop and operationalize a comprehensive digital learning solution package. This was 
led by the Ministry of Education (MoE), drawing about 18 participants, (Pre-Tertiary Directorate, CENDLOS, 
ICT), GES (Schools and Instruction, Girls’ Education, Special Education Division and ICT) and UNICEF 
Country and Global teams together. An action plan was drafted on the processes to roll-out the initiative. 
 
The Government, UNICEF and the NGO Lively Minds (LM) have ensured continuity of learning at the 
Kindergarten level in selected, remote/rural deprived communities in the Northern region. During school 
closure, the engagement strategy was amended and radios were used to reach parents and caregivers with 
messages in local languages on good parenting practices (e.g. non-physical discipline, personal hygiene, 
gender equality) early childhood education play schemes (e.g. concentration, communication, number 
games) and the safety protocols for the prevention of COVID-19. The radio programme has been expanded 
to cover eight regions and 18 lead districts, reaching approximately 2 million listeners.   
 

 

UNICEF Representative and Country Director of KOICA handing over teaching and learning materials for math and science to the Ghana Education 
Service. ©UNICEF/UN291022/ACQUAH 
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Social Policy 
 

UNICEF has embarked on a qualitative study that is collecting data from selected caregivers and children to 
gain deeper insight into the findings of the longitudinal survey, monitoring the experience of families and 
children during the COVID-19 pandemic.Experiences surrounding children’s education during school 
closures, psycho-social wellbeing and needs, and household coping mechanisms are leading themes guiding 
this research.   
 
Three groups of children and caregivers in Accra, Ashanti, and the Northern Region, will be interviewed using 
different methodologies: a) semi-structured Interviews with caretakers of children; b) semi-structured 
Interviews with adolescents age 15-17 years; and c) guided drawing/painting activities with younger children 
age 6-14 years. Some questions for children under 15 years old include: feelings, events relating to life at 
home during the pandemic and school closure period; life before, during, and after the pandemic; normal day 
in the life during time not spent at school and how children see themselves in the future. 
 
 
Partnerships and Funding Overview  
 
Since the beginning of the crisis in March 2020, UNICEF has 
been supporting the national response thanks to the 
strategic support of development partners and private 
donors. These include the World Bank (Pandemic 
Emergency Financing Facility), UK Government, USAID, 
Government of Japan, China International Development and 
Cooperation Agency, Mastercard Foundation, Standard 
Chartered Foundation, Government of Denmark, Global 
Affairs Canada, Government of Korea / KOICA, and other 
partners.  
 
UNICEF continues to coordinate closely with the UN Country Team in Ghana on the implementation of its 
support to the national COVID-19 Emergency Preparedness and Response. 
 

In 2021, UNICEF is requesting US$26.9 million to reach 2.4 million people in need. UNICEF's strategy in Ghana 
involves protecting children and their families from exposure to COVID-19, minimizing mortality and 
supporting the continuity of services across all social sectors, while ensuring preparedness for potential 
humanitarian crises. As of April 2021, the 2021 UNICEF HAC in Ghana presents a funding gap of $17M.  

 

External Media (Links) 

https://www.facebook.com/gbcghana/videos/3975143762606178 
 
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=10159377380066064&id=305273536063&sfnsn=mo 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information, please contact: 
 
Anne-Claire Dufay   Fiachra McAsey   Eulette Ewart 
UNICEF Representative,  UNICEF Deputy Representative, UNICEF Communication Manager, 
Ghana     Ghana     Ghana 
Tel: +233 55 675 1722   Tel: +233 55 255 8218   Tel: +233 24 433 4996 
Email: adufay@unicef.org  Email: fmcasey@unicef.org  Email: eewart@unicef.org 

 

 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/gbcghana/videos/3975143762606178
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=10159377380066064&id=305273536063&sfnsn=mo
mailto:adufay@unicef.org
mailto:fmcasey@unicef.org
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Annex A – Summary of Programme Results - Ghana  

 UNICEF and IPs Response 

Sector 2021 target Total results* 

Nutrition   

Children aged 6 to 59 months with severe acute malnutrition 
admitted for treatment 

16,424 1,403 
 

Primary caregivers of children aged 0 to 23 months receiving 
infant and young child feeding counselling  

350,000 80,336 
 

Adolescent girls receiving iron and folic acid or multiple 
micronutrient supplements  
 

1,000,000 668,634 

.Health   

Children and women accessing primary health care in UNICEF -
supported facilities  

500,000 460,786 
(Women) 

 
101,667 

(Children) 

People who received diagnostic and treatment services for 
COVID-19 
 

30,000 3,567 
 

Water Sanitation & Hygiene    

People accessing a sufficient quantity of safe water for drinking, 
cooking and personal hygiene 

30,000 Unavailable 
 

Children accessing appropriate water, sanitation and hygiene 
facilities and hygiene services in learning facilities and safe 
spaces 

40,000 
 

Unavailable 
 

People reached with critical water, sanitation and hygiene 
supplies (including hygiene items) and services 

50,000 20,000 
 

People reached with key hygiene messages, services and/or 
supplies, including handwashing with soap 
 

340,000 52,963 

Child Protection   

Children and caregivers accessing mental health and 
psychosocial support 

120,000 1,242 (Girls) 
1,018 (Boys) 

1,132 (Women) 
995 (Men) 

4,387 (Total) 

Women, girls and boys accessing gender-based violence risk 
mitigation, prevention or response interventions 

120,000 732 (Girls) 
498 (Boys) 

1,290 (Women) 
2,520 (Total) 

People with access to safe channels to report sexual 
exploitation and abuse 

3,500 25 

Unaccompanied and separated children reunified with their 
primary caregiver or provided with family-based care/alternative 
care services 
 

3,500 486 (Girls) 
494 (Boys) 
980 (Total) 

Education   

Children accessing formal or non-formal education, including 
early learning 

1,383,576 677,952 (Girls) 
705,624 (Boys) 

1,383,576 (Total) 

Schools implementing safe school protocols (infection 
prevention and control) 

10,545 10,545 
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Social Protection    

Households reached with cash transfers through an existing 
government system where UNICEF provided technical 
assistance and funding 

256,500 394,000 People 
334,000 

households 
under LEAP + 
60,000 people 

under emergency 
mobile transfers 

Communication for Development / Communication / AAP    

People participating in engagement actions for social and 
behavioral change 

1,000,000 187,404 

People reached through messaging on key health behaviors, 
available social services and response to COVID-19 

6,000,000 9,000,000 

People who shared their concerns and asked 
questions/clarifications to address their needs through 
established feedback mechanisms. 
 

200,000 3,428 

 
 
 

Annex B - Funding Status / Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC 2021) – UNICEF Ghana 
 

    

Sector 
HAC fund 
requirements 

Available HAC 
funds 2021 

Funding Gaps 

Health $1,900,000  $1,542,740  ($357,260) 

Nutrition $2,372,597  $387,120  ($1,985,477) 

Child protection, GBViE 
and PSEA 

$1,175,000  $479,799  ($695,201) 

Education $5,780,805  $2,340,588  ($3,440,217) 

WASH $8,140,000  $3,729,501  ($4,410,499) 

Social Protection and cash 
transfers 

$5,030,000  $19,184  ($5,010,816) 

C4D, Community 
engagement and AAP 

$2,550,000  $710,820  ($1,839,180) 

Total $26,948,402  $9,209,751  ($17,738,651) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


