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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 

 

With the end of rainy season in The Gambia, no additional communities have been affected by 

flooding. Since October, the total population affected by floods and windstorms stands at nearly 

34,018. Out of the total population affected, 7,007 are children under five years. So far, almost 20% of 

the affected households are displaced (7,745 people) while 13 people are reported to have died either 

through drowning or burial by collapsed structures. However, as floods recede, most people, 

especially those who are displaced are now working to rebuild their homes and move back.  

 

The preliminary results of the Joint CILSS/FEWSNET, FAO, WFP and Government of The Gambia 

shows that prospects for the 2012/2013 harvests are good. Cereal production, particularly coarse 

grain, is estimated to increase by 24% from 159,480 metric tons in 2011 to 209, 800 metric tons in 

2012. Compared to the five years average, cereal production has increased slightly from 209,750 

within the past five years to 209, 800 metric tons in 2012. This is 15% less than productions in 2010. 

Food access remains a challenge for households that are seriously affected by the 2011 crop failure 

due to high food prices and eroded purchasing power. This is further complicated by the fact that 

livestock production will decline significantly due to an outbreak of Cattle Pneumonia (CDDP). This 

will affect livelihoods as livestock provide a source of income for farmers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Highlights  

 

1. The preliminary findings of the Joint assessment CILSS/FEWSNET, FAO, WFP and 

Government of The Gambia conducted in October – November 2012, revealed that the 

overall crop production performance in The Gambia has improved in comparison with 2011. 

Cereal production, particularly coarse grain, is estimated to increase by 24%- from 159,480 

metric tons in 2011 to 209, 800 metric tons in 2012. However, this is 15% less than the 2010 

production. Food access remains a challenge for households that were seriously affected by 

the 2011 crop failure due to high food prices and eroded purchasing power.   

 

2. The analysis of the national nutrition survey with SMART methods has been completed and 

the preliminary results show that 1.2% of children 6-59 months are severely malnourished, 

while Global Acute Malnutrition is estimated at 9.2%. Kantaur, Janjanbureh and Basse Local 

Government Areas are most affected with global acute malnutrition rates of above 10 %.   

3. Mr David Gressly, the Regional Humanitarian Coordinator (RHC) for the Sahel visited The 
Gambia from 1

st
 - 2

nd
 November. Mr Gressly met with the Vice President, the humanitarian 

actors and the UNCT on the emergency response and the lessons learned from 2012 and 
initiated a discussion on resilience for the Gambia for 2013. As a result, The Gambia 
Resilience Strategy and Action Plan 2013 has been drafted and will be shared in the coming 
days to contribute to the Sahel strategy. 
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Table 1: Food and nutrition crisis 

 

Estimated Affected Population  
 

 Total Male Female 

Total Affected Population 428,000
1
 n/a n/a 

Children Affected (Under 18) n/a 
2
 n/a n/a 

Children Under Five 73,806
3
 29,522 44,284 

Children 6 to 23 months n/a n/a n/a 

Pregnant women 10,000
4
   

Children Under Five with Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) 3,230
5
 n/a n/a 

Children Under Five with SAM and medical complications n/a
6
 n/a n/a 

Children Under Five with Moderate Acute Malnutrition(MAM) 23,922
7 

n/a n/a 

Total Displaced Population  n/a n/a n/a 

Children Displaced n/a n/a n/a 

Sources (see footnotes) 

 

 

Table 2: Floods affected population 

 

Estimated Affected Population  
 

 Total Male Female 

Total Affected Population 34,018
8
 n/a n/a 

Children Affected (Under 18) n/a n/a n/a 

Children Under Five 7,007
9
 n/a n/a 

Children 6 to 23 months n/a n/a n/a 

Pregnant women 562
10

   

Total Displaced Population (a proportion of the above) 7,745
11

 n/a n/a 

Sources (see footnotes) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                      
1 Detailed Post Harvest Assessment, The Gambia (December,  2011 –Jan 2012, Government of the Gambia, WFP, FAO and Concern Universal) 

version 4
th
 October 2012 

2 n/a – information not available. The Post-Harvest Assessment did not include a breakdown of the pop under 18 years  
3
 Detailed Post Harvest Assessment, The Gambia (December,  2011 –Jan 2012, Government of the Gambia, WFP, FAO and Concern Universal) 

version 4
th
 October 2012 

4
 Detailed Post Harvest Assessment, The Gambia (December,  2011 –Jan 2012, Government of the Gambia, WFP, FAO and Concern Universal) 

version 4
th
 October 2012 

5
 Humanitarian Action Update (July,  2012,  UNICEF) and estimates from WCARO Nutrition Section for July-December 

6
 n/a  - information is not available  

7
 Estimates from WCARO Nutrition Section for July-December 2012 (estimated GAM of 6%, estimated SAM of 1%). 

8
 Detailed Impact and Needs Assessment of Flash-Floods and Windstorms in The Gambia, Government of the Gambia, WFP, UNDP,FAO , 

GRCS and Concern Universal) version 4
th
 October 2012 

9 Detailed Impact and Needs Assessment of Flash-Floods and Windstorms in The Gambia, Government of the Gambia, WFP, UNDP,FAO , 

GRCS and Concern Universal) version 4
th
 October 2012 

10 Detailed Impact and Needs Assessment of Flash-Floods and Windstorms in The Gambia, Government of the Gambia, WFP, UNDP,FAO , 
GRCS and Concern Universal) version 4

th
 October 2012 

11 Detailed Impact and Needs Assessment of Flash-Floods and Windstorms in The Gambia, Government of the Gambia, WFP, UNDP,FAO , 
GRCS and Concern Universal) version 4

th
 October 2012 
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Inter-Agency Collaboration and Partnerships 

 

 The humanitarian actors organised a one day lesson learned meeting to review and assess 
the effectiveness and efficiency of the humanitarian response to the 2011/2012 food security 
and nutrition crisis in the Gambia. Presentations on key achievements, lessons learned and 
suggestion for improvements were made by the three thematic groups: Agriculture and Food 
security; Health, Nutrition and WASH; and Resource Mobilisation. The main conclusions of 
the meeting included: a need for better coordination, increased resource mobilisation and 
improved sensitisation of the public and policy makers on emergency response activities. The 
team also provided the main inputs for the elaboration of: The Gambia Resilience Strategy 
and Action Plan 2013 
 

 The resilience strategy responds to two regional goals:  
o Households are appropriately supported to rebuild after the 2012 crisis and 
o Chronic levels of food insecurity and malnutrition have been addressed through 

integrated programming to build resilience.  
The main areas of interventions are: agriculture and food security, health and nutrition, WASH 
and education   
 

 CILSS/FEWSNET, FAO, WFP and Government of The Gambia conducted a Pre-harvest 
Assessment mission of the 2012-2013 cropping season in October – November 2012. The 
preliminary findings revealed that overall crop performance in 2012 was better than 2011, but 
less than the 2010 production.   

 

 

Programme response  

 

Nutrition 

Overview   

 

Estimated # / % coverage 
UNICEF & operational partners Sector / Cluster 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulative 
results ( #) 

% of Target 
Achieved 

Cluster 
Target 

Cumulative 
results ( #) 

% of Target 
Achieved 

Children <5 with Severe Acute 
Malnutrition admitted to  
therapeutic care 

 3,230
12

 2,581 80    

Children <5  with Severe Acute 
Malnutrition discharged  3,230 289 

 

9%   

 

Children <5  with Severe Acute 
Malnutrition discharged 
recovered 

    2,423
13

 283 

 

12%   

 

Number of health centres with 
management of SAM program  5 5 100    

Children <5 with Severe Acute 
Malnutrition with complications 
admitted to  therapeutic care

14
 

   162
15

 60 37 

UNICEF Operational Partners: National Nutrition Agency (NaNA), Ministry of Health 

                                                      
12 Data  is from HAU update and estimates from the RO 
13 Data  is from HAU update  

14 Please note to avoid double counting SAM admissions; total SAM admissions would be overall total of SAM cases admitted; the purpose 

of the indicator is to disaggregate and give visibility to admissions of SAM with medical complications. 
15 An estimated 5% of severely malnourished children are expected to need inpatient treatment due to medical complications 
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UNICEF and partners’ programming 

 The analysis of SMART Nutrition Survey has been completed and the preliminary results 
have shown that the prevalence of global acute malnutrition in the 6,736 children assessed is 
9.2%. Overall, 1.2% (95% CI; 1.1 – 1.8) of the children assessed suffered from severe acute 
malnutrition. The highest and lowest prevalence of global acute malnutrition according to 
WHZ were reported in Kuntaur and Brikama region at 13.1% and 7.5% respectively. The 
preliminary of the SMART survey also shows that 20.9 % of children 0 to 59 months old were 
stunted, and 4.3 % were severely stunted.  

 Through its Community Registration programme, NaNA has reached 2,581 malnourished 
children with RUTF from  September – October 2012.  

 WFP has completed the last phase of the blanket supplementary feeding in North Bank, 
Lower River, West Coast, Central River and Upper River regions, 33,585 children under five 
years. 

 WFP has also completed the last phase of its emergency food assistance to 210,155 affected 
people in CRR south, North Bank, Lower River and West Coast regions during the month of 
November.   

WASH 

 

Overview   

Estimated #/% coverage 
UNICEF & operational partners Sector / Cluster 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulative 
results ( #) 

% of Target 
Achieved 

Cluster 
Target 

Cumulative 
results ( #) 

% of Target 
Achieved 

Food and nutrition crisis 
affected population with 
access to WASH minimum 
package-  

17,000 11,000 64.7 137,000 75,650 55.2 

Nutritional centres delivering 
the WASH minimum package 5  5 100 5  5 100 

The number of hygiene kits 
with key hygiene messages 
distributed to SAM affected 
carer / mother and child 

2,581 2,581 100 2,581 2,581 100 

Flood affected population with 
access to WASH minimum 
package  

16,000 
including 
displaced  

23,000  144%16 34,018 23,000 68 

UNICEF Operational Partners:   Ministry of Health, Department of Water Resources, National Disaster Management Agency  

 

 

 

UNICEF and partners’ programming  

 

 The WASH supplies (500 packets of soap, 200 disposable diapers, 80 potties and 50 gallons 
of bleach) were distributed to Banjul, Farafeni, Basse, Bansang and Naafori Nutrition Centres 
to improve the hygiene aspect of preventing and treating malnutrition. These centres are open 
defecation free and water sources have been treated with chlorine.   
 
 

                                                      
16 This includes total population reached with hygiene messages and chlorination of water points in 120 affected communities   
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 In addition to the 5 nutrition centres, water facilities in 22 health centres were tested and 
treated with chlorine to reduce the risk of water borne diseases among malnourished children 
admitted for treatment.  

 

 As the rains have ceased, the construction of improved house pit latrines for 120 flood 
affected families will start by the end of November. Listing of the households to benefit has 
been completed.  
 

 Through UNICEF support, 200 hygiene promoters in the 6 health regions will be trained on 
hygiene promotion in emergency by the end of November. These volunteers will be 
conducting community and school based hygiene education in all the flood affected 
communities.  
 

 The rehabilitation of water facilities in 25 flood affected communities by the Department of 
Water Resources is in progress and work will be completed in December.   
 

 Treatment of contaminated water points in flood affected communities is in progress. So far 
609 water points have been disinfected in Upper River, Central River, Lower River and West 
Coast regions, reaching 120 communities.    
 

 Concern Universal in collaboration with Trust Agency for Rural and Urban Development 
(TARUD), has completed the distribution of hygiene kits including hygiene messages to 433 
households, reaching 5,650 people in Kombo South Districts of West Coast Region. A post 
distribution monitoring will be conducted at the end of the month.  

 

 The WASH Multisectoral Working group led by UNICEF and the Department of Water 
Resources coordinates WASH response activities. The committee is working on organizing a 
one day emergency preparedness meeting for 2013. One of the objectives of this meeting is 
to review WASH contingency plan including resource mapping.  

 

 

Education 

UNICEF and partners’ programming  

 

 The rehabilitation of water and toilet facilities in schools attended by refugee children is in 
progress in 6 schools in West Coast Region. These schools are: Kaampassa, Janack, Kappa, 
Ndemban, Sibaanor and St- John Vianney.  
 

 Through UNICEF support, the Department of Water Resources rehabilitated hand pump wells 
in 12 flood affected schools of Central River and Upper River regions. 

 

Communications for Development (C4D) 

UNICEF and partners’ programming 

 

 UNICEF, in collaboration with the Ministry of Health has mobilised and oriented 150 traditional 

communicators from all the affected districts of North Bank Region for the promotion of 

exclusive breastfeeding in the region. These traditional communicators will embark on 

community mobilisation for exclusive breastfeeding promotion in December in the 6 affected 

districts.  

 Concern Universal has contracted Gunjur community Radio (Janneh koto FM 101.1 MHz), 

which covers the whole of Kombo South and beyond to play6 radio jingles and drama on 

WASH twice a week. In addition, 6 radio panel discussions were held by the trained 

community mobilisers to enhance community awareness on the importance of hygiene and 

sanitation.   
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Human Resources  

    A nutritionist has been recruited for The Gambia CO on SSA from October 1
st
 2012 to January, 

31
st
 2013. 

 

Funding  

 

Funding Requirements 

Appeal Sector 

Requirements  
(as per HAU June 

2012) 
Funds received Funding gap 

US$ US$ US$ % 

NUTRITION 376,323 355,392 20,931 5.6 

HEALTH 100,000 0 100,000 100 

WASH 250,000 118,008 131,992 53 

EDUCATION 5,000 23,673 (-18,673) 0 

CHILD PROTECTION 15,000 0 15,000 100 

C4D 60,000 0 60,000 100 

TOTAL 806,323 497,073 309,250 38% 

 

The Country Office will continue to monitor the situation and work with partners to ensure adequate 
coverage in activities and supplies.  
 

UNICEF wishes to express its deep gratitude to all public and private sector donors for the 
contributions and pledges received, which have made the current response possible. UNICEF would 
especially like to thank National Committees and donors who have contributed ‘unearmarked’ funding. 
‘Unearmarked’ funding gives UNICEF essential flexibility to direct resources and ensure the delivery 
of life-saving supplies and interventions to where they are needed most – especially in the form of 
longer-term and predictable funding and in strengthening preparedness and resilience building. 
Continued donor support is critical to continue scaling up the response. 
Across Sahel, UNICEF received financial and material contributions from: Andorra, Australia, 
Belgium, Brazil, Canada, CERF, Denmark, Estonia, European Commission/EC, Finland, France, 
Ireland, Japan, Luxemburg, Netherlands, Norway, Republic of Korea, Spain, Sweden, United 
Kingdom, United States of America; and the Argentina Committee for UNICEF, Australian Committee 
for UNICEF, Bulgarian Committee for UNICEF, Canadian Committee for UNICEF, Chilean Committee 
for UNICEF, Chinese Committee for UNICEF, Croatian Committee for UNICEF, Danish Committee for 
UNICEF, Finnish Committee for UNICEF, French Committee for UNICEF, German Committee for 
UNICEF, Hellenic National Committee for UNICEF, Hong Kong Committee for UNICEF, Iceland 
National Committee for UNICEF, Indonesian Committee for UNICEF, Italian Committee for UNICEF, 
Japan Committee for UNICEF, Netherlands Committee for UNICEF, New Zealand Committee for 
UNICEF, Norwegian Committee for UNICEF, Portuguese Committee for UNICEF, Spanish Committee 
for UNICEF, Thai Committee for UNICEF, United Kingdom Committee for UNICEF, United States 
Fund for UNICEF. 

 
For further information, please contact 

Aichatou Diawara- Flambert                                              
Representative  
Country Office: Banjul  
Country: The Gambia  
Telephone:+ 220 4494788 
Facsimile: +220 4494787 
Email: adflambert@unicef. 

Meritxell Relaño  
Deputy Representative 
CountryOffice: Banjul  
Country: The Gambia  
Telephone 220 4494779 
Facsimile: +220 4494787 
Email:mrelano@unicef.org 

Sally Sadie Singhateh 
Communication Specialist 
Country office: Banjul  
Country: The Gambia  
Telephone +220 4495006 
Facsimile: +220 4494787 
Email:ssingateh@unicef.org        

 


