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As of August 26, up to 8,409 COVID-19 cases were reported in Gabon as downward 

trends continue progressively to consolidate with a positivity rate decreasing from 11% to 

08%. Following the steady improvement of the equipment capacities and an extensive 

testing campaign, the cumulative number of tests amount to 109,360 crossing a significant 

milestone and, thereby, placing Gabon as the most performing country on per capita tests 

in Africa.  

 

The death rate is still under 1% with total fatalities standing at 53; the recovery rate has 

significantly improved over the reporting increasing from 65% July 27 to 82% according 

to the most-to-date data. The number of patients in the Intensive Care Units (ICU) dropped 

from 06 to 02, reflecting therefore a significant improvement in the handling of the 

pandemic. Disaggregated data show unchanged gender and age patterns indicating that 

women represent 60%, men 40%, under five children 1% and children aged 5 to 18 years 

6%. 

 

While the observance of the prevention measures is closely followed up and enforced, 

the easing of the lockdown conditions has not changed during the reporting period with 

gradual return to the normalcy.  

  

The partial school resumption has allowed students in examination classes nationwide to 

pursue their preparation and studies. The exam centers were equipped with WASH/IPC 

facilities according to the prevention guidelines to protect them.   

 

The new Government was sworn into Office and laid out its main priorities hinging around 

the economic recovery from the crisis prompted by COVID-19 and the major public health 

crisis which ensued as well as a resilience-driven social investment to protect the most 

vulnerable.    

 

Situation in Numbers 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

GABON COVID-19 Situation Report – #08 

Reporting period: 22 July- 26 August 

 

8409 COVID-19 
confirmed cases 

53 deaths 

 

400,000 
Children affected 

by COVID-19 

school closures 

 
US$ 1,600,000 

funding required  

 



At the regional level Gabon is leading ECCAS’ efforts to address collectively COVID-19 

challenges, to coordinate the multilateral economic response and to spur institutional 

reforms towards more unity and integration.  

 

UNICEF is delivering a comprehensive humanitarian and systemic response meant to 

cater to the most urgent children needs and protection requirements and to ensure the 

continuity and effectivity of the services during the emergency, the post-pandemic and the 

recovery phases.      

 

 

UNICEF’s COVID-19 response  

WASH/IPC  

 

 UNICEF is streamlining its WASH/IPC contribution with 

an emphasis on critical and high impact interventions in 

support to the education, health and juvenile justice 

sectors.  

The Country Office is leading the efforts and assistance 

to the Government to ensure a safe school reopening 

accrording to the prevention protocols and standards. 

Significant results were achieved since the launch of the 

first phase of the in-person learning resumption through  

the delivery of an integrated package of handwashing 

stations, hygiene and communication material to the 

totality of the 50 examination centers throughout the 

country for students and the pedagogic and support 

staff to work in a secure environment. This is laying the 

groundwork for a national WASH in School Strategy that 

UNICEF is promoting and leveraging to prevent 

epidemics and propel the quality of education. 

 

The continuous improvement of water supply in Prison 

along hygiene items procurment is beneffiting inmates 

children and the correctional population with 

substantive impact on COVID-19 prevention and the 

overall health and well-being. This is part of an 

integarted set of interventions gearing towards the 

inclusive and systematic child protection.    

 

The handwashing stations installed in the outskirts and 

peri-urban places in Libreville continue to provide 

under-served population. These interventions are set to 

be extended, as a result of UNICEF advocacy, beyond 

the initial agreement on the Municipality resources to 

sustain the progress already achieved.  

 

These interventions are targeting the humanitarian 

children urgent needs while working on the education, 

Justice and health systems and subsequently on the 

long-run strategic objectives. 

          

 

 

 

RCCE/C4D 

 

UNICEF continues to deploy a wide range of RCCE 

support and interventions through multimedia channels   

to raise and sustain awareness amongst key audiences 

and, thus, promote COVID-19 prevention measures, 

Key Family Practices, child rights and positive 

behaviours. Available data show steady progress and 

substantial cumulative results with 1,540,000 persons 

reached by taylored messages and exensive 

information programmes brodcast and conveyed by 

televisions, radios, media networks, public diplaying, 

peer-educators and NGOs. These efforts were 

extended to the remote and landlocked Ogooue 

Maritime lake zones with a new battery of spots and 

community engagment actions. 

  

Drawing on UNICEF Child-Frendiely Cities (CFCI4) for 

COVID-19 partnership, Libreville Municipality has 

agreed on extending and funding on its own budget the 

RCCE radio and billboard display campaign activities 

one additional month until October to strengthen the 

encouraging results.     

       

Education 

For Education, UNICEF is bringing significant 

operational, technical and strategic support in line with 

its threefold strategy laid out at the COVID-19 pandemic 

onset related to remote learning, school reopening and 

the system policy and oversight.   

   

After the contribution to the succesful school year 

completion, UNICEF assisted the MoE putting in place 

necessary WASH/IPC equipments and measures to 

safeguard  25,000 students and 10,000 education staff 

in all the the 50 centers around the country. This 

contributed to prevent the pandemic spread and to 

enhance the preparation and the quality of education.     

 

It constitues the ground for the new school year start as 

UNICEF is providing a multidimensional assistance in 

terms of technical support, WASH/IPC, desinfection, 

communication and supply aiming at preventing the 

pandemic spread and garner quality, access, equity and 

gender parity. 

 UNICEF is leavaraging and moblizing an effective and 

promising partnership with the World Bank, UN 



agencies, USAID to guarantee the continuity of 

education, alleviate the COVID-19 impact on children 

right for quality education, introduce crucial WASH and 

hygienes dimensions and services and bring lasting 

appropriate change and reforms for a viable and 

inclusive educative system.  

 

UNICEF is expanding its support to the Back-to-School 

programme which was set as priority when classes first 

shutdown at the begining of the pandemic.  Drawing on 

its considerable contribution to remote learning, 

UNICEF led the efforts of devising the strategy, 

convening partners and levraging resources in 

preparation of school reopening in cooperation with the 

World Bank, WHO and AFD. Beyond this first phase, 

the main objectives and outcomes  hinge around the 

coverage of all primary and secondary schools to 

improve the overall fairness and quality of  learning 

.  

Additionally, a complementary education kit is delivered 

to the MoE to enable children in primary pre-

examination year better prepare this national exam 

which is key for the succesful pursuit of their secondary 

education.   

Child protection 

UNICEF is broadening its child protection interventions 

to address and assuage COVID-19 effects on the most 

vulnerable within an integrated framework aligning the 

humanitarian immediate needs and the systemic 

approach to restore and reinvigorate services, 

mechanisms and   procedures. The assistance was 

extended to the hard-to-reach regional and rural zones 

to enable communities and children cope with the 

pandemic fallout and the child protection pressing and 

structural issues. The response encompasses the most 

prevalent and pervasive bottlenecks hindering the 

realization of child rights and stemming from child 

trafficking, Violence and abuse, juvenile justice and birth 

registration.  

The CO launched in three targeted provinces the SDF-

Fund Programme aiming at delivering birth certificates 

to 3,000 indigenous children restoring the vital identity 

right and ushering in a new phase for vulnerable 

communities to access health, education and social  

protection essential services. Local capacities were 

honed with the training of 60 social agents to participate 

and support the programme implementation.   

 

Health and HIV/AIDS  

 

At a time where the country is ramping up tests and 

systemizing the response, UNICEF is contributing 

towards the infection control. As part of this over 402 of 

frontline health workers and 500 social and education 

agents were provided with Personal Protection 

Equipement (PPE) to ensure their safety  at a crucial 

time of the pandemic handling. The MoH is receiving 

UNICEF thorough and comprehensive technical 

support as well as critical supply and equipement 

 

 

Social Protection 

 

In the area of social protection, UNICEF is undertaking 

a multi-pronged approach intended to improve the 

information system, provide immediate humanitarian 

support for the most disfranchised communities and 

promote inclusive policies, schemes and programmes.   

    

Therefore, the CO has assisted the Government in 

partnership with ILO to create a national registry for the 

worst-off and hard-hit groups as a result of the 

pandemic and its socio-economic effects in order to 

refine the social welfare targeting mechanisms and the 

delivery effectivity.  

 

Moreover, a partnership between UNICEF, the Ministry 

of National Solidarity and the Municipality of Libreville is 

being incepted to deliver 10,000 masks and hygiene kits 

to children in the indigenous communities as part of  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adaptations to ongoing UNICEF programmes 

The Country Office continues to monitor and analyze the pandemic general trends and ramifications as they evolve in 

addition to the Staff protection and well-being within the United Nations Contingency Plan framework. The CO is putting 

in place all necessary measures to ensure an effective teleworking, protect staff and prepare alongside other UN 

agencies the gradual physical return to the Office through SOPs and coordination.  

 

The downward tendency and gradual improvement of the situation are considered to inform the decision and 

prioritization processes and to undertake necessary adaptations to ongoing programmes. A strong emphasis is put on 

sustaining and diversifying the major COVID-19 interventions to accelerate the progress and control the pandemic.  In 

the other hand the Programme of Cooperation priorities are reactivated to work on the systems and sectors, ensure the 

continuity of services and better prepare the post-pandemic and recovery stages. 



 

The CO is furthermore having a proactive and constant oversight and scan of the partnership, resource mobilization 

and leveraging landscape to seize opportunities and expand the synergies to put children rights and challenges caused 

by COVID-19 center and front of the collective mobilization and efforts.   

 

This is being translated in the education field into a collaboration with the world Bank which pursues (i) the pandemic 

prevention and a safe back-to-school operation, (ii) the immediate and effective continuity of education and (iii) the 

quality and inclusivity of education in long-haul through a WASH-In-School national strategy. 

 

 Additionally, a partnership with the USAID will bolster the COVID-19 response through (i) Risk communication and 

community engagement, (ii) Infection prevention and control (IPC) and WASH in COVID19 isolation centers, designated 

health care facilities likely to receive suspected cases of COVID19, and other targeted public spaces and institutions in 

high risk communities and (iii) Provision of critical hygiene and other USAID-approved supplies needed for COVID-19 

prevention/response. 

Funding Overview and Partnerships 

During the reporting period, the Swedish International Development Cooperation 

Agency, the Global Thematic Funds for Education, and the Global Funds for 

Tuberculosis, Malaria and HIV-AIDS, contributed to UNICEF Gabon COVID-19 

response plan. The requirements of the response plan amount to USD 1,600K, 

out of which USD 200K are available.  

External Media 

UNICEF response is getting a large multimedia coverage and the partnerships 
with radio networks, municipal channels and NGOs platforms both for its risk 
communication and external communication components are expanding the 
visibility and the outreach. UNICEF support to the back-to-school operation was 
extensively documented in public and private media as well as on the United 
Nations platforms. 
 

link  

 
https://twitter.com/SWJacksonUN/status/1285181133081149440 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_sK-wfe-_ro&t=334s 

https://twitter.com/SWJacksonUN/status/1285169989801193472?s=20 
https://gabon.un.org/fr/51408-mairie-de-libreville-et-unicef-gabon-une-cooperation-reorientee-pour-la-reponse-la-pandemie 
https://twitter.com/swjacksonun/status/1285169989801193472?s=21 
https://www.facebook.com/1263370437147533/posts/1673606542790585/ 
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1666620043489235&id=1263370437147533 
https://twitter.com/SWJacksonUN/status/1272555413825781766?s=20 
https://twitter.com/SWJacksonUN/status/1272555466074324993?s=20 

https://twitter.com/SWJacksonUN/status/1272555413825781766?s=20 

https://twitter.com/SWJacksonUN/status/1272476095141593096?s=20 
UNICEF Gabon, repurposing Child-Friendly Cities Initiative for COVID-19  

https://www.unicef.org/gabon/en/caring-most-vulnerable-children-amidst-covid-19 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Epejkjvhuqo&t=1292s 
https://www.facebook.com/1gabon/videos/562003857837169/?vh=e 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

For more information contact:   

Noel Marie Zagre 

Representative   

UNICEF Gabon 

Tel:   +24177387080 

Email: nzagre@unicef.org  

 

Donation Tameko 

Deputy Representative 

UNICEF Gabon 

Tel:   +24174964946 

Email: dtameko@unicef.org  

 

Brahim Ould Isselmou 

Communication Specialist  

UNICEF Gabon 

Tel: +24162480907 

Email: bouldisselmou@unicef.org 

* Funds available includes funding 

received against current appeal as well 

as carry-forward from previous year. 

Funds 
available

$200K

Funding gap
$1,600K

Funding status

https://www.unicef.org/gabon/covid-19-r%C3%A9ponse-du-gabon
https://twitter.com/SWJacksonUN/status/1285181133081149440
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_sK-wfe-_ro&t=334s
https://twitter.com/SWJacksonUN/status/1285169989801193472?s=20
https://gabon.un.org/fr/51408-mairie-de-libreville-et-unicef-gabon-une-cooperation-reorientee-pour-la-reponse-la-pandemie
https://twitter.com/swjacksonun/status/1285169989801193472?s=21
https://www.facebook.com/1263370437147533/posts/1673606542790585/
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1666620043489235&id=1263370437147533
https://twitter.com/SWJacksonUN/status/1272555413825781766?s=20
https://twitter.com/SWJacksonUN/status/1272555466074324993?s=20
https://twitter.com/SWJacksonUN/status/1272555413825781766?s=20
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/sites/ICON/SitePages/UNICEF-Gabon,-repurposing-Child-Friendly-Cities-Initiative-for-COVID-19.aspx?from=SendByEmail&e=vdyG_XvYdUO1MLc5gHcY4w&at=9
https://www.unicef.org/gabon/en/caring-most-vulnerable-children-amidst-covid-19
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Epejkjvhuqo&t=1292s
https://www.facebook.com/1gabon/videos/562003857837169/?vh=e


 

 

Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 

 UNICEF and IPs Response 

Sector 2020 target Total results* 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement   

Number of people reached on COVID-19 through messaging on 

prevention and access to services 
1,550,000 1,540,000 

Number of people engaged on COVID-19 through RCCE ACTIONS 12,280 12,280 

Number of people sharing their concerns and asking questions/ 
clarifications for available support services to address their needs through 
established feedback mechanisms 

NA NA 

WASH and IPC     

Number of people reached with critical WASH supplies (including hygiene 

items) and services 
70,000 61,437 

Health     

Number of healthcare workers within health facilities and communities 

provided with Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 
644 350 

Nutrition   

- - - 

Education    

Number of children supported with distance/home-based learning  108,000 76,739 

Number of schools implementing safe school protocols (COVID-19 

prevention and control)  
600 90 

Child Protection and GBV    

Number of children without parental or family care provided with 

appropriate alternative care arrangements 
1,500 1,059 

Number of children, parents and primary caregivers provided with 

community 

based mental health and psychosocial support3 

12,000 13,132 

Number of children and adults that have access to a safe and accessible 

channel to report sexual exploitation and abuse 
2000 3,832 

Number of UNICEF personnel and partners that have completed training 
on GBV risk mitigation and referrals for survivors 

67 127 

Social Protection   

Number of households (affected by COVID-19) receiving humanitarian 
multi-sector cash grant for basic needs  

- - 

 

NB: In line with the RO/HQ guidelines on SitRep COVID-19 Indicators Survey, targets in the current report #8 are the 

same as in the report #7 

 

 

  



 

Annex B 

Funding Status* 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sector 
Funding 

requirements 

Funds 

available 
Funding gap $ Gap % 

Risk Communication and Community 

Engagement (RCCE) 
          150,000  40,000 110,000 73% 

Improve Infection and Prevention Control (IPC) 

and provide critical medical and water, 

sanitation and hygiene (WASH) supplies   

       1,125,000  10,000 1,115,000 99% 

Support the provision of continued access to 

essential health and nutrition services for 

women, children and vulnerable communities, 

including case management 

          100,000  50,000 50,000 50% 

Data collection social science research for 

public health decision making 
             25,000  0 25,000 100% 

Support access to continuous education, social 

protection, child protection and Gender Based 

Violence (GBV) services 

          200,000  100,000 100,000 50% 

 Total:         1,600,000  200,000 1,400,000 88% 


