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As of July 22, up to 6,433 COVID-19 cases were reported in Gabon with an overall 

downward trend indicating that the pandemic is flattening if not slightly decreasing. It was 

documented that the infection rate fell from above 20% at the onset of the pandemic to 

currently around 12%. Over 59,671 tests were carried out and the testing capacity 

substantially increased both in terms of equipment and provincial coverage as four more 

new laboratories were operationalized in 5 out of 9 provinces during the reporting period. 

This benefited Port-Gentil, the Economic capital and the second most populated province 

in the Country as well as Oyem where polyvalent testing centers were set up. The death 

toll remains as low as 1% with 46 fatalities and the recovery rate improved, rising from 

44% to 57%. For the disaggregated data, women represent 42%, men 58%, under five 

children 1% and children aged 5 to 18 years 6.5%.  

 

Four months since the first reported positive case, the COVID-19 National Steering 

Committee has in its first comprehensive assessment confirmed the downward infection 

tendency, the significant decrease of hospitalization and the steady improvement of the 

recovery rate recommending thus the waiver of main health facilities requisition.  

 

The Government has lifted most of the lockdown measures by June the 30th mainly with 

the restoration of interprovincial commuting and partially of the international flights, hotel 

and restaurant reopening as well as the easing of the nightly curfew hours. It enacted the 

gradual and phased school resumption starting by the baccalaureate examination classes 

which have resumed on July 15. 

   

A new Government was named July 16th in the most significant cabinet reshuffle since the 

outbreak of the pandemic with the appointment for the first-ever female Prime Minister in 

the country. The newly appointed Ministry of Public Health is very familiar with the overall 

COVID-19 response, as he was the spokesperson of the National Steering Committee. 

This cabinet reshuffle unfolds at a time where the Government is weighing options and 

putting forth numerous policies, reforms, programme and social schemes to limit the 

impact the COVID-19 effects on the economy and on vulnerable communities’ livelihoods.   
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US$ 1,600,000 

funding required  

 

6,433 COVID-19 
confirmed cases 

46 deaths 

 

400,000 
Children affected 

by COVID-19 

school closures 



For measles, the outbreak did not evolve with only 8 reported cases, but the 

epidemiological surveillance is, nonetheless, being stepped up and the immunization 

campaign actively prepared by the EPI/MoH in partnership with UNICEF and WHO.  

   

UNICEF is proactively accompanying the Government and delivering a multidimensional 

response that covers the most urgent humanitarian priorities for children and the continuity 

of services.   

 

 

UNICEF’s COVID-19 response  

WASH/IPC  
In support of the reopening of schools for students 

taking the final high school examination – the 

Baccalaureat – UNICEF made a significant contribution 

by making handwashing facilities and other IPC 

services available for 50 examination centres, 25000 

students and 10,000 teachers and schools 

administrative staff. This critical support that expands to 

the whole country will help the educative community to 

to reopen schools safely and ensure that the national 

examination will be organized within  safe, secure and 

healthy conditions. Building from the guidance for 

COVID-19 prevention and control in schools, UNICEF 

support included a RCCE component with the aim of  

raising  awareness about COVID-19, promoting 

essential hygiene practices and a safer management of 

risks and threats to health and student well being.  

These interventions are paving the way for a more 

holistic and systemic WASH in school approach  in 

partnership with the World Bank. While the current 

intervention focused primarily on partial reopening of 

schools, UNICEF and the World Bank are closely 

working to finalize a comprehensive WASH/IPC support 

for reopening all schools by November, and with 

attention to schools without WASH facilities.  

 

Concurrently to school related WASH/IPC 

interventions, UNICEF has also maintained a focus at 

improving the water infrastructure constructed for the 

central prison in Libreville and which is providing 

drinking water to 3,500 inmates and prison officials. In 

addition, UNICEF kept working with the Municipality of 

Libreville to ensure the smooth functionning of 

handwashing facilities that were installed in 

marketplaces and other hard to reach areas. In order to 

expand interventions for the control of the infection 

amongst the most vulnerable groups, the CO is working 

to provide protective equipments including, face maks, 

handwashing and hygiene kits to up to 4,500 hard-to-

reach and indigenous peoples with some living in the 

remote rainforest and experience hardship and an 

overall weak access to basic social services.      

 

RCCE/C4D 

UNICEF RCCE activities and assistance i.e displaying 

campaign, televised spots, radiophonic porgramme and 

messages, the technical support continued over the last 

month, jointly and concurrently implemented by a large 

array of partners including The MoE, Gabonese Red 

Cross, Libreville Municipality, a consortium of Child 

Protection NGOs, , Community Radio Networks 

conveying the COVID-19 prevention measures and 

Essential Familily Practices.  

These blended, multi-partner and multisectoral 

campains reached over 1,460,000 persons exceeding 

the initial 700,000 target, increasing awareness about 

the pandemic and towards the best interest of the child.  

   

These RCCE/C4D actions are culminating this week in 

support to the back-to-school programme with a multi-

media communication plan implemented in 50 

examination centres across the country aiming at 

sensitizing students as well as the school community.     

Education 

UNICEF is expanding its support to the Back-to-School 

programme which was set as priority when classes first 

shutdown at the begining of the pandemic.  Drawing on 

its considerable contribution to remote learning, 

UNICEF led the efforts of devising the strategy, 

convening partners and levraging resources in 

preparation of school reopening in cooperation with the 

World Bank, WHO and AFD. This translated in a 

comprehensive WASH in shcool programme that has 

seen the provision of an integrated handwashing and 

communication package for the totality of examination 

centers throughout the country. Beyond this first phase, 

the main objectives and outcomes  hinge around the 

coverage of all primary and secondary schools,  the 

chidren and education community protection from 

infections, the improvement of the examination 

conditions and ultimately the fairness and quality of  

learning in the long run.  

 

Additionally, a complementary education kit is delivered 

to the MoE to enable children in primary pre-

examination year better prepare this national exam 

which is key for the succesful pursuit of their secondary 

education.   

Child protection 

UNICEF continued to provide an extensive child 

protection support to the government at national and 

regional level as well as to the civil society through an 

integrated package of interventions and services. 



Government administrative services in charge of social 

affairs and a network of NGOs are delivering essential 

catering, medical, psychosocial, educative, 

recreational, informative and counselling services to 

children victim of trafficking, abandoned, vulnerable and 

deprived children. This covers COVID-19 prevention, 

VAC, sexual violence and abuse, corporal punishment, 

juvenile justice, child migration and trafficking reflecting 

the thrust towards the fight against the pandemic and 

the enhancement and restoration of the continuity of the 

services.  Over 1,986 persons benefited from this 

support and 9 adults were arrested and are being 

investigated for sexual violence and child rights violation 

thanks to this assistance. In addition, considerable 

support to promote birth registration among the 

indigenous population as a vital mean to secure child 

identity and access to Essential Social Services is 

provided to three provinces which are home for large 

communities of indigenous peoples.  

 

Health and HIV/AIDS  
In addition to COVID-19 response plan to provide PPEs 

for the health front workers and contribute to the control 

of the infection, UNICEF is intensifying its support to 

address the measles outbreak which is compounding 

an already arduous situation. Resource and partnership 

mobilization and microplanning and communication 

technical assistance are the key component of this effort 

to enhance the epidemiological monitoring and 

organize a national immunization campaign targeting 

291,256 children aged 5 to 9 months. In parallel and in 

conjunction with these efforts UNICEF is deploying 

significant actions to reinvigorate the routine 

immunization through cold chain supply and SAVs in 

the low coverage districts.  

 

 

Social Protection 

UNICEF is setting up a multi-faceted response to 

address the scope of the Area 4 of the Agenda for 

Children, with income and immediate support to 

vulnerable children and groups in peri-urban and rural 

areas mainly the forest communities.   

 

UNICEF in collaboration with UNDP leading, the WB 

and the IMF has conducted a socioeconomic 

assessment of the COVID-19 impact on vulnerable 

groups. The analysis showed that the economic growth 

will sharply decline with a significant effect on the social 

spending due the dwindling of oil revenues.      

The unemployment and economic downturn are set to 

have ripple effects on households’ revenues especially 

the vulnerable ones, depleting assets and opportunities. 

Consequently, the poverty headcount could rise from 

33,1% to 35% in 2020.   

 

Under the principle of Living No One Behind, and within 

the framework of the Joint Programme on Integrated 

Social Protection, the CO is working to improve the 

protection of the hard-to-reach people including, 

indigenous peoples living in the remote rain forests in 

Gabon and who experience severe hardship and could 

be more vulnerable to the COVID-19. UNICEF 

contribution will consist in the production (through an 

existing partnership with the Municipality of Libreville) 

and distribution of face masks and handwashing and 

hygiene kits to 4,500 persons.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adaptations to ongoing UNICEF programmes 

 

The Country Office is constantly assessing and analyzing the pandemic situation and evolution in the light of emerging 

priorities, the response objectives, the governmental measures, donors and partners programmes and strategies to 

implement necessary adjustments.   

 

The early evaluation of the Child Friendly Cities Initiative - COVID-19 partnership with Libreville Municipality showed 

promising areas of collaboration which were outlined and framed to (i) foster  the intercommunal solidarity towards the 

hard-to-reach rural municipalities, by providing  through the MoU, critical supplies to vulnerable children, (ii) scale-up 

the Child-Friendly Cities and Communities championed by Libreville to put the child rights and interests at the center of 

Communal Development Plans and spur proximity services and community participation, (iii) set up a Child Right  

subcommittee within the Gabonese Mayors Association to foster the alliances and undertake high-level advocacy.   

 

In the adolescent development area, the CO is preparing a new HIV/AIDS partnership with the Civil Society to address 

the bottlenecks in access to ARV treatment which is being challenged by COVID-19. This support will cover (i) the 



promotion of COVID-19 prevention measures, (ii) the procurement of PPEs for health workers and peer education 

monitors, (iii) the collaboration with the caring structures for the continuity of the services. This programme will be 

implemented in 4 districts i.e Libreville, Ovendo, Akanda and Ntoum. 

 

 

Funding Overview and Partnerships 

During the reporting period, the Swedish International Development Cooperation 

Agency, the Global Thematic Funds for Education, and the Global Funds for 

Tuberculosis, Malaria and HIV-AIDS, contributed to UNICEF Gabon COVID-19 

response plan. The requirements of the response plan amount to USD 1,6 million, 

out of which USD 200K have available. Collaboration with the World Bank in 

support a WASH/IPC for the reopening of schools is in its final stage of approval 

with a firm funding commitment.  

 

External Media 

The response was largely documented with a steady flux of information and 
compelling communication content and a wide media coverage on the main 
newspapers, TV and radio channels as well UN platforms. This is raising UNICEF 
profile, visibility and credibility, shedding light on children rights and needs and fostering the partnership.   
 

link  
 

https://twitter.com/SWJacksonUN/status/1285181133081149440 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_sK-wfe-_ro&t=334s 

https://twitter.com/SWJacksonUN/status/1285169989801193472?s=20 
https://gabon.un.org/fr/51408-mairie-de-libreville-et-unicef-gabon-une-cooperation-reorientee-pour-la-reponse-la-pandemie 
https://twitter.com/swjacksonun/status/1285169989801193472?s=21 
https://www.facebook.com/1263370437147533/posts/1673606542790585/ 
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1666620043489235&id=1263370437147533 
https://twitter.com/SWJacksonUN/status/1272555413825781766?s=20 
https://twitter.com/SWJacksonUN/status/1272555466074324993?s=20 

https://twitter.com/SWJacksonUN/status/1272555413825781766?s=20 

https://twitter.com/SWJacksonUN/status/1272476095141593096?s=20 
UNICEF Gabon, repurposing Child-Friendly Cities Initiative for COVID-19  

https://www.unicef.org/gabon/en/caring-most-vulnerable-children-amidst-covid-19 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Epejkjvhuqo&t=1292s 
https://www.facebook.com/1gabon/videos/562003857837169/?vh=e 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

For more information contact:   

Donatien Tameko  

Representative, a.i  

UNICEF Gabon 

Tel:   +24174964946 

Email: dtameko@unicef.org  

 

Brahim Ould Isselmou 

Communication Specialist  

UNICEF Gabon 

Tel: +24162480907 

Email: bouldisselmou@unicef.org 

Michel Ikamba 

OIC Deputy Representative,  

UNICEF Gabon 

Tel: +24177502370 

Email: mikamba@unicef.org 

* Funds available includes funding 

received against current appeal as well 

as carry-forward from previous year. 

Funds 
available

$200K

Funding gap
$1,600K

Funding status

https://www.unicef.org/gabon/covid-19-r%C3%A9ponse-du-gabon
https://twitter.com/SWJacksonUN/status/1285181133081149440
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_sK-wfe-_ro&t=334s
https://twitter.com/SWJacksonUN/status/1285169989801193472?s=20
https://gabon.un.org/fr/51408-mairie-de-libreville-et-unicef-gabon-une-cooperation-reorientee-pour-la-reponse-la-pandemie
https://twitter.com/swjacksonun/status/1285169989801193472?s=21
https://www.facebook.com/1263370437147533/posts/1673606542790585/
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1666620043489235&id=1263370437147533
https://twitter.com/SWJacksonUN/status/1272555413825781766?s=20
https://twitter.com/SWJacksonUN/status/1272555466074324993?s=20
https://twitter.com/SWJacksonUN/status/1272555413825781766?s=20
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/sites/ICON/SitePages/UNICEF-Gabon,-repurposing-Child-Friendly-Cities-Initiative-for-COVID-19.aspx?from=SendByEmail&e=vdyG_XvYdUO1MLc5gHcY4w&at=9
https://www.unicef.org/gabon/en/caring-most-vulnerable-children-amidst-covid-19
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Epejkjvhuqo&t=1292s
https://www.facebook.com/1gabon/videos/562003857837169/?vh=e


 

 

Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 

 UNICEF and IPs Response 

Sector 2020 target Total results* 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement   

Number of people reached on COVID-19 through messaging on 

prevention and access to services 
1,550,000 1,465,665 

Number of people engaged on COVID-19 through RCCE ACTIONS 440 398 

Number of people sharing their concerns and asking questions/ 
clarifications for available support services to address their needs through 
established feedback mechanisms 

12,000 11,822 

WASH and IPC     

Number of people reached with critical WASH supplies (including hygiene 

items) and services 
70,000 48,200 

Health     

Number of healthcare workers within health facilities and communities 

provided with Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 
644 0 

Nutrition   

- - - 

Education    

Number of children supported with distance/home-based learning  108,000 76,739 

Number of schools implementing safe school protocols (COVID-19 

prevention and control)  
600 0 

Child Protection and GBV    

Number of children without parental or family care provided with 

appropriate alternative care arrangements 
1,500 1,059 

Number of children, parents and primary caregivers provided with 

community 

based mental health and psychosocial support3 

12,000 11,962 

Number of children and adults that have access to a safe and accessible 

channel to report sexual exploitation and abuse 
2000 1956 

Number of UNICEF personnel and partners that have completed training 
on GBV risk mitigation and referrals for survivors 

67 67 

Social Protection   

Number of households (affected by COVID-19) receiving humanitarian 
multi-sector cash grant for basic needs  

- - 

 

  



Annex B 

Funding Status* 
 

Sector Funding requirements Funds available Funding gap $ Gap % 

Risk Communication and Community 

Engagement (RCCE) 
          150,000  40,000 110,000 73% 

Improve Infection and Prevention Control 

(IPC) and provide critical medical and water, 

sanitation and hygiene (WASH) supplies   

       1,125,000  10,000 1,115,000 99% 

Support the provision of continued access to 

essential health and nutrition services for 

women, children and vulnerable communities, 

including case management 

          100,000  50,000 50,000 50% 

Data collection social science research for 

public health decision making 
             25,000  0 25,000 100% 

Support access to continuous education, 

social protection, child protection and Gender 

Based Violence (GBV) services 

          200,000  100,000 100,000 50% 

 Total:  
       1,600,000  200,000 1,400,000 88% 

 

 


