
 

 

 

HUMANITARIAN NEEDS 
Vulnerable flood 
affected children 
continue to suffer from 
water related diseases, 
malnutrition and food 
insecurity, as well as 
missed schooling due to 
flood damage and the 
ensuing displacement.  
 
UNICEF and partners 
are in grave need of 
additional funds to 
respond to the 
humanitarian needs of 

flood affected children and women. Without additional funding: 

 UNICEF will not be able to scale up its flood emergency nutrition 
interventions, including the treatment of about 50,000 children 
suffering from severe acute malnutrition. Availability of funding is 
equally critical to promote appropriate infant feeding practices, 
which prevent relapses and new cases and contribute to the 
survival of children under five; 

 UNICEF will not be able to complete its measles vaccination 
campaign for 8 million children. 4.1 million children have been 
vaccinated to date; 

 UNICEF will be unable to provide additional safe child birth kits 
for 2.7 million women (316,000 kits have been provided to date),  
and more than 700,000 pregnant women will not have access to 
24/7 Emergency Obstetric Care services; both of these 
interventions reduce maternal and neonatal mortality. 

 After 31 December, 300,000 people – including 150,000 children 
– will stop receiving safe drinking water and will be forced to rely 
on contaminated water, greatly increasing the risk of acute 
watery diarrhoea, cholera and other water related diseases; 

 UNICEF will be unable to meet targets for sanitation facilities – 
which currently have reached more than 300,000 people; 

 The 250 UNICEF-supported Protective Learning and Community 
Emergency Services (PLaCES) and mobile teams will need to 
close at the end of 2011. This will leave more than 70,000 
children without a safe, supportive environment, which includes 
learning, recreation and community-based care; 

 After March 2012, UNICEF will be unable to support the 
continuation of emergency education for 76,000 children through 
temporary learning centers or scale up the education response;  
41% of the children in these centres had never been to school 
before, so reaching these children is an opportunity that we 
cannot afford to miss.  
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SITUATION 
OVERVIEW 
 
Sindh: 

 4.8 million affected, of 
which 2.4 million are 
children and 1.2 million 
women.  

 Close to 250,000 people 
are still displaced in over 
700 camps; returnees in 
dismal conditions  

 46% of the health 
facilities were damaged 
by the floods. 

 Breast feeding frequency 
reduced from 5 to 4 
times a day in flood 
affected areas. 

 Open pit latrine use 
decreased roughly by 
10% and open defecation 
increased by 11-17%, 
increasing exposure to 
disease.  

 Over 733,000 children 
were pushed out of 
school due to the impact 
of floods and 70% of 
children have no 
learning materials 

 60% of the schools have 
been damaged or 9,327 
schools. 

 
Balochistan: 

 In Balochistan 0.3 million 
people are affected. 

 531 schools were 
damaged during the 
monsoon rains. 
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Using UNICEF water cans, a woman cooks at 
the side of a road where her family has been 
camping for weeks in Umerkot district (Sindh) 
in late November.  
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A UNICEF-built latrine for a road side encampment in 
Sindh; flooded village in background 

UNICEF RESPONSE  
 

UNICEF and partners are now reaching thousands of 

families with life-saving assistance but require 

additional resources in order to reach many more in 

need.  

 

Health 

 Delivery of maternal, new born and child health 
services continued through health facilities 
providing around the clock services in seven 
priority districts in Sindh where: 37,116 women 
have been provided with antenatal care; 2,575 
women have been provided with postnatal care; 
2,106 deliveries have been assisted; and 125,400 
women have been vaccinated against tetanus.   

 6,709 UNICEF-supported Lady Health Workers 
continue to provide two health education sessions 
per week in eight districts. To date, 434,120 
women have been reached with key health 
messages covering treatment of malnutrition 
cases and common yet killer illnesses including 
diarrhoea, malaria and pneumonia. Over 1.18 
million women are expected to be reached over a 
period of three months. 

 Phase two of the Mother and Child Health Week 
was conducted in seven priority flood affected 
districts from 14 -19 November reaching: 299,670 
children with oral polio vaccines; 472,900 children 
with de-worming medicine; and 556,200 
caregivers of young children through 31,500 
health education sessions. In addition, 244,440 
soaps were distributed to families of children 
under the age of five and, over 5 million water 
purification tablets were distributed to families. 

 

Nutrition 

 A total of 72 Outpatient Therapeutic Feeding 
Programmes (OTP) have been established in 
severely affected districts in Sindh and 
Balochistan, providing life-saving services. This is 
in addition to the 454 still operational sites 
established in Sindh after the 2010 flood disaster.  

 To date, out of the 310,216 children screened, 
17,020 children have been admitted into OTP as 
severely malnourished and 34,857 children have 
been admitted into complementary WFP-run 
Supplementary Feeding Programmes (SFP) as 
moderately malnourished.   

 Over 106,150 women have been reached with 

messages on the importance of exclusive 
breastfeeding, early initiation of breastfeeding, 
and timely and age appropriate complementary 
foods for children, through infant and young child 
feeding sessions. This is an addition of 11,880 
women reached in the past week.   

 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

 Water is currently being provided daily to nearly 
800,000 people, including 407,825 children, 
through water trucking, household water 
treatment and installation of hand pumps. Water 
trucking is gradually being scaled down as people 
return to their home areas.  Supply of water to 
displaced populations through trucking in 
Balochistan has been discontinued since most 
people have returned to their homes; in its 
UNICEF will now support the Public Health 
Engineering Department in rehabilitating water 
supply schemes and constructing sanitation 
facilities in areas of return. 

 Hygiene sessions have reached over 1.2 million 
people in eight districts, an addition of nearly 
200,000 people over the past week. 

 4.6 million water purification tablets and 2 million   
sachets have been distributed for household 
water treatment in return areas. People receiving 
these tablets and sachets are informed about the 
benefits of water treatment and are given practical 
demonstrations.   

 Over 14,300 temporary latrines have been 
constructed in eight districts benefitting 416,460 
people, including 189,800 children. This is an 
addition of 44,290 people reached in the past 
week. 

 10,592 children are benefitting from water and 
sanitation facilities in 217 Temporary Learning 
Centres.  
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Naghma, a teacher in a UNICEF-supported Temporary 
Learning Centre in village Sichal Niger in Tando Allahyar 
district, assists a young girl in her learning.  

 

Education 

 Some 78,339 children (45% girls and 55% boys) 
are currently attending classes in 1,658 UNICEF 
Temporary Learning Centres in flood affected 
areas in Sindh. This is an increase of 10,404 
children enrolled and 70 Temporary Learning 
Centres established in the past week. 41% of the 
children have never attended class before. Out of 
the total beneficiaries reached by the Education 
Cluster, 95% are supported by UNICEF. 

 In Balochistan, some 5,700 children (including 
1,250 girls) are attending classes in 40 UNICEF 
Temporary Learning Centres. UNICEF education 
supplies have been distributed to over 21,000 
children in 352 affected schools in Balochistan. 

 Of the Temporary Learning Centres established in 
areas of displacement, some 14% have been 
relocated to areas of return. 

 2,075 teachers (35% female teachers and 65% 
male teachers) have been trained to date on 
classroom management, usage of UNICEF school 
kits, psychosocial support and hygiene education.  

 

Child Protection 

 A total of 75,204 children (33,842 girls and 41,362 
boys) and 25,980 women are currently engaged 
in psychosocial, recreation and learning activities 
in PLaCES (Protective, Learning and Community 
Emergency Services). This is an addition of 8,085 
children reached in the past week. Over the week, 
10 additional PLaCES have been established, 
increasing the total number to 258.. In areas of  

return, additional mobile PLaCES are being made 
functional to reach children and women in 
returnee villages. 

 International Children’s Day was celebrated in the 
past week as a modality to deliver child protection 
messages. Puppet shows, role plays, and theatre 
performances on child protection were organized 
for 16,000 children and adults.  

 A total of 95 Child Protection Committees linked 
to PLaCES are functioning and staff has received  
orientation in identification and monitoring of 
vulnerable children and women. 

 Messages on key child protection issues have 
reached 48,890 people, with a focus on abuse, 
prevention of separation, trafficking, early 
marriage, birth registration and risk awareness of 
landmines/unexploded ordnance. This is an 
addition of 19,260 people reached over the past 
week. 

 

Funding 
As part of the Pakistan Rapid Response Plan for the 
2011 Floods, UNICEF requires US$50.3 million to 
cover the immediate needs of children and women for 
six months (September 2011 to March 2012). To 
date, UNICEF has received US$ 18.4 million and a 
funding gap of 63% remains. In the past week, US$ 
2.9 million was received in contributions.  

 
UNICEF wishes to thank all the donors that have 
provided support to the life-saving humanitarian 
activities in the flood affected areas:  Australia, 
Canada, the Central Emergency Relief Fund, Estonia, 
Finland, Hungary, Italy, Japan, Norway, Spain, 
Sweden and the National Committees for UNICEF in 
Canada, Finland, France, Germany, Poland, Turkey, 
the United Kingdom and the United States. We 
remain available for any additional information 
whether on the impact of UNICEF’s work or the 
immediate priorities remaining.  
 

For more information contact: 
Dan Rohrmann, Representative – drohrmann@unicef.org, tel: (+92) 51 209 7700 

Karen Allen, Deputy Representative, kallen@unicef.org, tel: (+92) 300 500 2588 

Andro Shilakadze, Chief of Sindh Office, ashilakadze@unicef.org, (+92)  

Kristen Elsby, Chief of Advocacy and Communication, kelsby@unicef.org, tel: (+92) 300 500 2595 
Lóa Magnúsdóttir, Resource Mobilization Specialist, lmagnusdottir@unicef.org, tel. (+92) 345 500 3620 
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