
                      

1 
 

1) 
 

 ETHIOPIA 
South Sudanese 

Refugees’ Update 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 UNICEF’s Key Response with Partners  
Planning figure: 340,000 refugees. See Annex 1 for further details 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS SitRep #1 – Reporting Period January 2015 
 

 
192,734 South Sudanese 

refugees have arrived in Ethiopia 
since 15 December (UNHCR, January 

2015) 
 

78,457 refugee and host 

community children have been 
provided with vitamin A in January 
2015 as part of the EOS campaign 
 

 

US$36.2 million – 2015 

UNICEF Humanitarian Funding 
needs US$ 36.2 million (US$ 13.67 
million for South Sudan refugee 
response) 

Highlights: 
 
 The total number of South Sudanese refugees who have entered 

Ethiopia since the outbreak of the conflict in mid-December 2013 is 
now 192,734, including 4,575 unaccompanied minors and 14,258 
separated children. In total 250,000 South Sudanese refugees are 
resident in Ethiopia, Gambella Region.  

 The average daily arrival rate of South Sudanese refugees to Gambella 
Region has remained low during the month of January, with an average 
of 78 individuals 

 During the month of January, the Regional Health Bureau, supported by 
UNICEF and other partners conducted, the Enhanced Outreach 
Strategy (EOS) campaign as a part of the child survival programme in 
both host communities and refugee camps. From the host community, 
53,494 children (99 per cent of the target) were provided with vitamin 
A, 38,240 (95 per cent of the target) children were dewormed and 
53,432 children and 10,140 pregnant and lactating women were 
screened for malnutrition. In the refugee camps, 24,963 children (97 
per cent of the target), were provided with vitamin A, 18,371 children 
(95 per cent of the target) were dewormed while 24,953 children and 
4,186 pregnant and lactating women were screened for malnutrition.  

 

 

Indicators (Key result per 
sector) 

UNICEF & Partners 

UNICEF target (#) 
Cumulative 
results (#) 

WASH: # of target refugee 
population provided with 
access to water as per agreed 
standards  

234,000 - 

Nutrition: # of refugee 
children 6 months - 5 years 
who have received Vitamin A 
supplementation 

33,200 425 

Health: # of refugee children 
6 months-15 years vaccinated 
against measles   

55,000 930 

Education: # of refugee 
children aged 3 to 14 years 
accessing learning and 
recreational materials 

75,000 - 

Child Protection: # of 
refugee children 3 to 14 years 
who have access to 
psychological support and 
informal education/recreation 
in child friendly spaces 
 

60,000 12,134 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

South Sudanese refugee girls at Kule refugee camp ©UNICEF Ethiopia/2014/Thompson 
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1. Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  

The total number of South Sudanese refugees who have entered Ethiopia since the outbreak of the conflict in mid-
December 2013 is now 192,734. The majority of the refugees have crossed the border into Ethiopia through Pagak 
(49 per cent), Burubey (25 per cent), and Akobo (22 per cent). Out of these new arrivals, 166,529 people (86 per cent) 
have been relocated to the refugee camps. A total of 8,906 (5 per cent) refugees are currently waiting for relocation 
into camps while 17,299 (9%) have been registered through Level 1 registration but did not appear for relocation. The 
average daily arrival rate remains low at 78 individuals during the month of January against a daily average of 489 in 
2014. 
 
Out of the total refugee population that have arrived since December 2013,  18,266 unaccompanied minors and 
separated children have been identified and are registered at Tierkidi, Leitchour, Kule, Pugnido and Okugu refugee 
camps. 
 
 

2. Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  

Led by the Ethiopia Administration for the Returnees and Refugees Affairs (ARRA) and UNHCR, UNICEF and its 
partners continue to support the emergency response to South Sudanese refugees for the provision of health care, 
nutrition, water, sanitation, education and child protection services. At the same time, UNICEF is spearheading the 
coordination of the emergency response within the host community; specifically in WASH, Education, Nutrition and 
Child Protection. 
 

3. Humanitarian Strategy: Prepositioning and Partnerships 

In the refugee context, UNICEF works in support of UNHCR and ARRA. The partnership is based on the Memorandum 
of Understanding signed in 2012 between the two sister agencies and the tripartite agreement signed in 2007, with the 
Administration for Returnees and Refugees Affairs (ARRA) and UNHCR to establish the framework of collaboration for 
the delivery of services and assistance.  In 2013, UNICEF signed a Memorandum of Understanding with UNHCR to 
establish the modalities of support for the South Sudanese emergency response in Gambella.  
 
UNICEF has developed an integrated emergency response strategy for both refugees and host communities in 
Gambella Region. The three pronged strategy includes support to UNHCR in the sectoral coordination, technical 
assistance and provision of basic social services in the refugee camps, support to the host community at the entry 
points and in the proximity of the refugee camps, and support to the host communities in the other areas that are not 
directly affected by the refugee crisis as part of a conflict prevention strategy.  
 
Since 2014, UNICEF has seconded Specialists - WASH,  Child Protection, Nutrition and  Health/Extended Programme 
of Immunisation (EPI) Officer to UNHCR to support the situation monitoring, coordination of sectoral emergency 
response, spearhead the programmes and provide technical guidance to the Government and partners in implementing 
programmes according to pre-agreed standards. The recruitment of an Education Specialist is completed and will soon 
be deployed to Gambella. 
 
UNICEF has prepositioned emergency supplies in Gambella and Benishangul-Gumuz regions for timely response   to 
the acute emergency needs of refugees and vulnerable host communities in partnership with regional governments, 
ARRA, UNHCR and NGOs. 
 
 

4. Summary Analysis of Programme Response  

4.1 Health 

 
Following the reports of suspected cases of Hepatitis E, the Gambella Regional Health Bureau (RHB) sent a team to 
Akula village to do active case finding among the host community and refugees. Out of the 13 suspected cases, 10 
(Male 9 and Female 1) were confirmed positive for Hepatitis E. All patients are under daily follow-up care. Medical 
consultation service is underway by RHB with technical and financial support from UNICEF, including health awareness 
to reduce misconceptions among the community and improve hygiene practices. 
 
GOAL-Ethiopia currently provides weekly nutrition mobile services. Additionally, as part of the Hepatitis E 
cases/response, community outreach workers are moving from house-to-house for active search of new cases and are 
at the same time providing hygiene related information. 
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4.2 WASH 
 
In all the refugee camps (except Tierkidi), there is improved access to clean water by the refugees i.e. above the 
acceptable standard1 level per day and per person. In Tierkidi, the average water provision per day, per person is 14 
litres, for Kule 15 litres, for Leitchour 17 litres and Pugnido 15 litres.  
 
In January, UNICEF supported the construction of 10 new shallow wells and one deep well in the host community – 
(six in Lare and four in Itang woredas (districts)). Since the start of the emergency response in early 2014, UNICEF 
has supported the construction of 45 productive shallow wells in the refugee camps, host community and entry points. 
The 45 shallow wells are benefiting an estimated 22,500 people. At Akobo entry point, the two emergency water 
treatment kits provided by UNICEF and operated by ZOA continue to provide safe water both to the asylum seekers 
and host community. In addition, the Itang water purification systems that was established by MSF Holland and Oxfam 
is currently treating 1.5 million litres per day and supplying drinking water to Kule and Tierkidi refugee camps. UNICEF 
provided technical support and purification chemicals.  
 
The Gambella Regional Water Bureau signed a contract worth of US$3 million for the first phase of the construction of 
the permanent water supply system for Kule and Tierkidi refugee camps and the host communities in the vicinity. The 
agreement includes the construction of a reservoir and the installation of pressure main lines. Construction of this 
permanent system, estimated to cost more than US$ 7.5 million is being funded by partners including UNICEF.    
 

4.3 Nutrition 
 
During the month of January, the Regional Health Bureau, supported by partners conducted, the Enhanced Outreach 
Strategy (EOS) campaign under the child survival programme in both host community and refugee camps. EOS consists 
of twice annual mass mobilizations to provide vitamin A supplementation, de-worming and nutrition screening. 
Accordingly, from the host community, 53,494 children (99 per cent of the planned 53,962) were provided with vitamin 
A, 38,240 (95 per cent of the planned 40,428) children were dewormed and 53,432 children and 10,140 pregnant and 
lactating women were screened for malnutrition. In the refugee camps, 24,963 children (97 per cent of the planned 
25,713), were provided with vitamin A, 18,371 children (95 per cent of the planned) were dewormed while 24,953 
children and 4,186 pregnant and lactating women were screened for malnutrition. The malnourished children and 
women were referred to appropriate nutrition service for treatment. UNICEF supported the campaign with supplies and 
technical assistance. 
 
Admissions of children with severe acute malnutrition into the outpatient therapeutic feeding programme increased to 
124 during the first week of January and 76 in the second week as compared to 41 during the last week of December 
2014 in Tierkidi, Leitchour and Kule refugee camps.  The increase is associated with the EOS campaign undertaken 
during the first two weeks of January. Admissions fluctuated during the two last weeks of January, but remained higher 
than admissions at the end of 2014.  
 
The Community Management of Acute Malnutrition (CMAM) programme is running effectively in all refugee camps with 
all the indicators within the sphere standards; cure rate >75 per cent, defaulter rate < 15 per cent and death rate <10 
per cent. So far in 2015, the programme has admitted 1,353 malnourished children under five years of age; 28 were 
admitted in stabilization centres, 387 were admitted in outpatient therapeutic feeding programme (OTP) and 938 in 
targeted supplementary feeding programme (TSFP). The stabilization centres are for children developing 
complications, the OTP is outpatient treatment for the malnourished children while the TSFP is for food distribution for 
moderately malnourished children.  
 
In January, to promote good practices of Infant and Young Child Feeding (IYCF), 149 sessions were conducted in Kule 
(83 sessions), Tierkidi (32 sessions) and Leitchour (34 sessions) refugee camps. These sessions included group 
discussion among pregnant and lactating women, individual counselling and mother-child bonding sessions.  
 
Within the host community, the CMAM programme admitted, 124 children with severe acute malnutrition (8 in 
stabilization centre and 116 in outpatient programme (OTP) in January. The outpatient children are in OTP in Gambella 
town, Wanthua, Itang, Abobo, Gog, Lare, Makuye and Jikawo while the eight children are in Gambella Hospital in 
Gambella town.  
 

                                                      
1 Standard for clean water is 15-20 litres per day and per person 
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During the month of January, UNICEF nutrition consultants visited and provided technical support to 45 health facilities 
in Itang, Gambella town, Wanthua, Lare, Gambella zuria, Makuye, Jikawo, Gog and Abobo woredas. Ninety two health 
workers were provided on-the-job training on community management of acute malnutrition and on infant and young 
child feeding practices.  One new OTP site was established in Gog woreda; UNICEF provided milk for the programme. 
UNICEF has deployed four nutrition consultants within the host community areas to support the Regional Health 
Bureau (RHB) to run an effective nutrition programme in the region.   

With UNICEF support, the Regional Disaster Prevention and Food Security Authority (DPFSA) organized a five-day 
training on Standard, Monitoring and Assessment of relief and Transitions (SMART) nutrition survey methodology to 
34 participants (5 female) from the Regional Health Bureau and DPFSA. RHB also conducted a training on CMAM for 
26 health workers from Gambella town, Gambella zuria, Itang and Dimma, Lare and Gog woredas.  In Jikawo woreda, 
21 volunteers’ community health workers were trained on social mobilization, programme communication and mid-
upper arm circumference (MUAC) screening. These trainings are aimed at building the capacity of health workers so 
that they are able to screen and treat efficiently malnourished children. In the same woreda, UNICEF consultant 

provided awareness session on IYCF for 54 mothers.    

4.4 Child Protection  
A joint monitoring mission, including UNHCR and UNICEF, took place in Pugnido refugee camp in January. As a follow 
up of the mission, UNICEF will provide supplies for youth centre and child friendly spaces and will conduct training on 
the management of child friendly spaces, family tracing and reunification for social workers who will be selected by 
SCI. Pugnido is the oldest refugee camp in Gambella Region with the population number of 54,029 out of which some 
10,245 new refugees have been relocated since November 2014.  
 
In Pugnido town, 289 vulnerable children (orphans and children with disabilities) and their families were supported with 
the provision of UNICEF school materials, clothes and revolving fund from the Bureau of Women, Children and Youth 
Affairs and Community Care Coalitions (CCC). The CCC are community based structures engaged in social protection 
activities with the objective to strengthen traditional care and support systems.  
 
While family tracing and reunification is ongoing, social workers visited 48 children placed under foster and alternative 
care in Leitchour, Kule and Tierkidi refugee camps. During the month, eight children were reunified with their families 
while 10 more children need cross border reunification. 
 
UNICEF supported the training on child protection in emergencies and sports for development, of 58 social workers 
(30 in Leitchour and 28 in Kule refugee camps). The training includes skills development on communication with 
children and enhancing child participation. 
 
Children continue to enjoy different recreational activities in child friendly spaces in all refugees’ camps of Leitchour, 
Kule, Tierkidi and Pugnido. In January, more than 24,000 children accessed these spaces, where there is opportunity 
to play and interact with other children. Vulnerable children are referred for psychosocial care; during the reporting 
month six children in Tierkidi and 207 children from Pugnido refugee camps benefited from psycho social care service.  
 

4.5 Education 
From 45 per cent at the end of November 2014, the overall enrolment rate has progressed to 53 per cent with 36 per 
cent in Leitchour, 54 per cent in Tierkidi and 73 per cent in Kule refugee camps. The student enrolment in primary 
education has reached 87 per cent, however the enrolment in early childhood care and education for age 3 to 6 the 
rate is only 22 per cent.  
 
Partners assessed the gaps on the Early Childhood, Care and Education (ECCE) enrolment and discuss on how to 
improve the enrolment. Space limitation, expertise and fund limitation were brought as major constraints that hindered 
the expansion of ECCE centres. Partners agreed to fast track the programme, UNICEF will provide technical support 
and supplies for the ECCE centres. Community mobilization is started in Tierkidi and Kule camps to enrol more children. 
Alternative basic education (ABE) training was provided from 30 January to 1 February 2015, to the first batch of 65 
teachers, on ABE curriculum, teaching methodology, lesson planning and assessment and evaluation.  
 
In the host community, UNICEF will support the renovation and upgrading of three schools. Site visit and assessment 
were done.  
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5. Funding:  

UNICEF Ethiopia is appealing for US$ 36.2 million for its humanitarian activities in Ethiopia, out of which US$ 13.67 
million is for South Sudanese refugee response in Gambella Region. UNICEF continues its humanitarian support with 
funds that have been received at the end of 2014 and have been moved to 2015.    
 
 

Funding Requirements – 2015 

Appeal Sector 
Requirements Funds received Funding gap 

 US$ US$ US$ % 

Nutrition  10,000,000 0 10,000,000 100 

Health 8,600,000 0 8,600,000 100 

WASH 8,500,000 0 8,500,000 100 

Child protection  3,000,000 0 3,000,000 100 

Education 4,500,000 0 4,500,000 100 

Cluster coordination 1,600,000 0 1,600,000 100 

Total  36,200,000  0  36,200,000  100 

*UNICEF Ethiopia has US$ 15.9 million carried over fund  

    
 
Next SitRep: January 2015 
 

Anupama Rao-Singh             Alhaj Bah   Alexandra Westerbeek 
Representative a.i.  Chief-Field Operations  Chief, Media and External  

and Emergency    Relations 
UNICEF Ethiopia   UNICEF Ethiopia   UNICEF Ethiopia    
Tel: +251 11 5184001  Tel:+251 11 5184082  Tel: +251 11 5184039 
Fax: +251 11 5511628  Fax: +251 11 5511628  Fax: +251 11 5511628 
Email: araosingh@unicef.org,  Email: abah@unicef.org    Email: westerbeek@unicef.org

Who to contact 
for further 

information: 

tel:+251
mailto:araosingh@unicef.org
mailto:abah@unicef.org
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 Annex A 

SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 
SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS: RESPONSE TO SOUTH SUDANESE REFUGEES 
Planning figure: 340,000 refugees by the end of 2015 

Locations 
Sectors  

UNICEF and Partners 

 2015 
Target  

Total 
Results 

% Results 
Achieved 

NUTRITION 

Entry points 
and host 
community 

Number of refugee children ( 6-59 months) supplemented with Vitamin A  33,200 425 1 

Number of children 6-59 months with SAM admitted to therapeutic care 
programme 

10,800 - - 

Refugee 
camps 

Number of children 6-59 months with SAM admitted to therapeutic care 
programme 

8,640 - - 

Number of mothers receiving IYCF counselling and support 39,100 - - 

  HEALTH 

Entry points 
and host 
community 

Number of children vaccinated for measles (6 months-15 years)-95  55,000 930 2 

Number of families receiving 2 ITNs (1 bed net for 2 household members) 55,000 - - 

Refugee 
camps 

Number of refugee children, fully covered through routine EPI (0-1 year) in the camps 6,900 - - 

 Number of children vaccinated for measles (6 months-15 years)- 95% coverage 115,000 - - 

  WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE    

Entry points 
and host 
community 

Number of affected people provided with sufficient water of adequate quality  14,000 5,000 36 

Number of people reached with critical WASH related information 20,000 - - 

Refugee 
camps 

Number of affected people provided with sufficient water of adequate quality  220,000 - - 

Number of people with access to appropriately designed toilets 50,000 - - 

Number of people reached with critical WASH related information 330,000 - - 

  CHILD PROTECTION        

Entry points  

Number of children accessing child friendly spaces 20,000 - - 

Number of identified vulnerable children receiving cases management, relevant 
support and referral services 

1,000 - - 

Refugee 
camps 

Number of children accessing child friendly spaces 60,000 12,134 20 

Number of children receiving age and gender appropriated psychosocial support and 
services  

3,000 624 21 

Host 
community 

Number of children participating in child rights clubs/committees and other 
child/youth led activities 

4,000 - - 

Number of community members engaged in awareness raising activities on child 
protection 

10,000   

  EDUCATION        

Entry points 
and host 
community 

School aged children affected by refugee influx continue their education  20,000 5,759 29 

Refugee 
camps 

Children affected by emergencies continue their education  75,000 - - 

  PARTNERS 

Health UNHCR, ARRA, RHB, MSF,  

Nutrition UNHCR, GOAL, MSF, ACF, CONCERN 

WASH UNHCR, MSF, ZOA, ERCS, DRC, NRC, ADRA, LWF, IRC, World Vision, ACF 

Education UNHCR, SCI, ZOA, PIE  

Child 
Protection 

UNHCR, SCI, ZOA 

Notes:    
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