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Highlights 
 

 Led by the Federal Government, humanitarian partners are working 
together to provide assistance to people displaced as a result of floods 
and inter communal clashes. Priority needs are emergency shelter, food, 
and safe water, sanitation and hygiene.  

 

 

 Nutrition data for July 2017 shows a 15 per cent decrease in the number 
of children admitted for treatment of severe acute malnutrition (SAM) 
across the country between June (32,042 admissions) and July (27,304 
admissions). Nevertheless, severe acute malnutrition rates remain high, 
with Oromia and Somali regions continuing to experience the highest 
caseloads.  
 

 Since the beginning of 2017, the Gambella Regional Health Bureau with 
support from UNICEF, vaccinated 58,483 South Sudanese refugee 
children against polio and 52,626 refugee children against measles.   

 

 In the reporting period, UNICEF has received US$800,000 as an 
additional contribution from the Government of Canada towards critical 
humanitarian interventions.  

 

 

 UNICEF’s Response with Partners 
 

 

 
UNICEF 

 
Sector/Cluster 

UNICEF 
Target* 

Total 
Results** 

Cluster 
Target 

Total 
Results** 

Nutrition: Children under 5 
years with SAM admitted for 
treatment to therapeutic care 
programme 

389,397 200,987 376,397 200,987 

Health: People provided with 
access to essential and life-
saving health care services 

400,000 357,483   

WASH: People accessing safe 
water  

4,393,171 2,122,000 10,475,645 5,349,000 

Child Protection: Vulnerable 
children receiving psychosocial 
support  

50,000 22,175 40,000 18,417 

Education: School aged 
children with access to 
emergency education 

622,000 160,337 1,971,891 1,700,000 

See Annex 1 for more information on programme results for 2017 year. 
*UNICEF target includes 376,397 Ethiopian children with SAM and 13,000 refugees. 

**Nutrition result includes January to July 2017. 
 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

8.5 million * 
People in need of relief food assistance in 
the second half of 2017 
 

376,000 * 
Children in need of treatment for severe 
acute malnutrition in 2017 
 

10.5 million * 
Children in need of access to safe drinking 
water and sanitation services 
 

1.9 million * 
School-aged children in need of emergency 
school feeding and learning material 
assistance 

 

852,721 
Registered refugees in Ethiopia 
(UNHCR, August 2017) 

 
*2017 HRD, mid-year review 
 
  
 

UNICEF Appeal 2017 

US$ 135.9 million 
 
 
 

 Funds 
received to 

date:
US $50.8 m 

(37%)

Funding gap: 
US $51.5m 

(38%)

Carry-over:
US $33.5m

(25%)

Funding Status 2017**

2017 Funding 
Requirements



Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs        
Following the Kiremt rains, Meher production, starting in mid-October, is expected to be normal in most western and central 
areas of the country, leading to some improvements in the food security situation at household level in these areas. However, 
Fall Armyworm could still have a negative impact on production levels. Forecasts for the Deyr rains (October to December) 
in the lowland areas of the country have been revised with the probability that they will be below normal, with related impact 
on humanitarian needs. Seasonal assessments will be conducted in October – November and will inform humanitarian 
response planning for 2018.  
 
Heavy rainfall in different parts of the country with flooding led to loss of life, damage to crops, schools and houses. An 
estimated 75,000 people have been affected by floods in Afar, Amhara, Gambella, Oromia, SNNP and Somali regions. The 
national flood taskforce is coordinating with regional authorities and humanitarian partners to identify and respond to needs.  
 
In lowland areas, rains have been insufficient to recharge water sources leading to a continued need for water trucking, 
particularly in areas affected by AWD and areas with stabilization centres.   
 
Nationwide, there has been a decrease in the number of AWD cases with only Somali region experiencing an increase in 
the last two weeks. In addition, new woredas have reported cases but control efforts led by regional health bureaus continue 
to contain the spread. The recent large-scale population displacements in Somali and Oromia present an increased risk for 
AWD and other disease outbreaks, related to poor access to water and sanitation facilities. Rapid response teams from the 
health bureaus are closely monitoring the situation.   
 
The government is leading the response for people affected by the recent inter-communal clashes along the Oromia-Somali 
regions border. Humanitarian partners have been requested to fill gaps in needs that include emergency shelter, food, 
health and water, sanitation and hygiene. Government and partners continue to respond to the flood and drought affected 
people.  
 
Nutrition data for July shows a 15 per cent decrease nationally in the number of children admitted for treatment of SAM 
between June (32,042 admissions, with 90.7 per cent reporting rate) and July (27,304 admissions, with 86.7 per cent 
reporting rate). The July 2017 nutrition performance indicators (cure rate 88.6 per cent, death 0.4 per cent and defaulter 
rate 2 per cent) are all above international SPHERE standards1. The total SAM admissions recorded between January and 
July 2017 (200,987) is 53.5 per cent of the projected HRD revised annual SAM caseload of 376,000. Despite the decrease, 
SAM admissions remain high, with July 2017 admissions for Somali reflecting an increase of 210 per cent compared to July 
2016.  Preliminary SAM admission data for August indicates an increase in the number of admissions.  
 
Ethiopia has continued to receive a large number of South Sudanese refugees in Gambella region, west of the country. As 
of 15 September, there are 405,405 South Sudanese refugees in the country, nearly 50 per cent of the total refugees in the 
country. The arrival of the 30,000 new refugees in the country in August and September has called for an urgent need for 
assistance, including shelter. Since January 2017, 66,211 South Sudanese refugees have arrived into the country. 
 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  
The National Disaster Risk Management Commission (NDRMC) leads the overall humanitarian coordination through the 
federal and regional level Disaster Risk Management Technical Working Groups (DRMTWGs) and brings together various 
task forces and sector cluster partners to coordinate emergency response efforts. UN agencies and NGOs are supporting 
the Government-led humanitarian response targeting priority hotspot woredas. 
 
In support of the GoE, UNICEF continues to provide cluster leadership for WASH and nutrition, and co-leadership with 
Save the Children International for education. UNICEF also provides sub-cluster co-leadership with UNFPA for child 
protection and gender based violence and plays a key role in the health cluster coordination. 
 
As a cross-cutting strategy, UNICEF continues to support Communication for Development (C4D) interventions, including 
strengthening communication coordination mechanisms, enhancing capacity of social mobilization networks, and 
disseminating context specific key messages through multiple channels and platforms. 

 

Humanitarian Strategy: Prepositioning and Partnerships  
The 2017 humanitarian response is based on three strategic objectives which inform sector specific operational plans. 
 
These strategic objectives are: 
1. Save lives and reduce morbidity due to drought and acute food insecurity; 
2. Protect and restore livelihoods; and 
3. Prepare for, and respond to other humanitarian shocks – natural disasters, conflict and displacement. 
 
In line with its Core Commitments for Children in Humanitarian Action, UNICEF is supporting the government to achieve 
objectives one and three. UNICEF is working with all partners to ensure children have access to health and nutrition care, 
education, protection and safe water, sanitation and hygiene services during emergencies.  
 

                                                        
1 cure rate>75%, death rate<10% and defaulter rate<15% 



To respond to any rapid onset of crises in a timely manner, UNICEF pre-positioned NFI stocks in Addis Ababa and two 
regional hubs that can benefit 120,000 people. 
 
In the refugee response context, UNICEF supports UNHCR and the Government’s Administration for Refugees and 
Returnees Affairs (ARRA) to spearhead emergency response coordination. The partnership is based on a Memorandum of 
Understanding which was signed in 2016 between the two agencies. 

 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response   
Nutrition 

Of the total 27,304 admissions for SAM in July, Oromia and Somali regions continue to contribute the highest admissions 
with 35 per cent and 26 per cent respectively. For Somali region, SAM admissions decreased from 10,235 in June to 6,690 
in July. However, of concern is the incomplete reporting rate in July of 62.7 per cent, as compared with the 75.2 per cent 
reporting rate in June. UNICEF is working with all partners to enhance timely and accurate reporting. 
 
UNICEF continues its effort to improve quality monitoring and active case finding through the presence of 43 Community 
Management of Acute Malnutrition (CMAM)/Infant and Young Child Feeding (IYCF) monitors across the country, with the 
highest number of monitors allocated to Somali (18) and Oromia (6) regions, reflecting these regions’ high SAM caseloads. 
A special focus is placed on the prevention of malnutrition through IYCF key messages and counselling; the CMAM/IYCF 
monitors are helping with the transportation and distribution of IYCF materials to health facilities and training of health staff 
on this topic. These two regions have been recently affected by increasing inter-communal clashes which has led to 
disruption of service delivery in some of the affected areas. Meanwhile UNICEF, through the coordination of the Emergency 
Nutrition Coordination Unit (ENCU), is designing a strategy to respond to the needs of internally displaced people (IDPs) in 
the affected areas including use of mobile health and nutrition team where services are not available. 
 
In SNNP region, UNICEF participated in a rapid needs assessment of refugees in Gnangatom woreda, South Omo zone. 
The team visited two sites hosting refugees (Tolay and Nawyape-Kori). Preliminary findings indicate poor hygiene and 
sanitation while for nutrition status, the proxy Global Acute Malnutrition was five per cent in the two sites (one SAM and 
eight MAM children identified among the 193 children screened). The malnourished children were referred for appropriate 
nutrition treatment services. Through ENCU, UNICEF is coordinating with WFP and UNHCR on the relief assistance in 
accordance with the final results of this assessment. 
 
In Gambella, a total of 10 mobile nutrition teams to cover 10 woredas have been established through the Regional Health 
Bureau in July for a period of six months, to strengthen the therapeutic feeding programme (TFP) in the community. Special 
attention will be given to woredas without static treatment sites and where refugee entry points are located. In the last two 
weeks, 81 SAM cases were identified by the team and linked to outpatient treatment and stabilisation centre programmes. 
These SAM cases contributed to 60 per cent of the total 135 cases referred for targeted feeding. 
 

Health 

The 49-mobile health and nutrition teams, supported by UNICEF continue to provide access to health care services for 
affected people in Afar and Somali regions and in areas where access to static facilities is difficult. In Somali region, an 
additional 46 mobile teams are supported by NGOs. UNICEF provided 20 emergency drug kits (EDKs) to these teams to 
temporarily cover gaps in supplies. Each EDK is sufficient to meet the basic health needs of an estimated 2,500 people for 
three months.  
 
To support AWD response in Oromia region, UNICEF provided two additional case treatment centre kits as a preparatory 
measure. In Afar, region, UNICEF deployed a health emergency consultant and a Communication for Development staff 
member to support the AWD emergency response.  
 
In response to the measles outbreak confirmed in Somali region, a two-phased measles campaign for more than 2 million 
children under 14 years of age, was completed in July with UNICEF providing technical support.  
 
Since the beginning of 2017, the Gambella Regional Health Bureau with support from UNICEF, vaccinated 58,483 South 
Sudanese refugee children against polio and 52,626 refugee children against measles.  During this reporting period, 9,100 
South Sudanese refugee children were vaccinated against polio while 7,292 were vaccinated against measles.  
 

WASH 

In Somali region, UNICEF is supporting the scale up of the sanitation strategy for IDP sites through a partnership with the 
Regional Health Bureau whereby 23 blocks of emergency latrines will be constructed along with hygiene promotion for 
4,600 individuals in Jarar and Afdher zones. In addition, activities including the construction of 60 emergency semi-
permanent latrines benefitting 12,000 IDPs, hygiene promotion for 34,000 IDPs, and distribution of hygiene items for 5,700 
IDPs have been agreed in Dollo and Korahe zones and activities will start in the next weeks.  
 
In support of the AWD response, UNICEF continues water quality monitoring for chlorination across six zones (Fafan, Jarar, 
Doollo, Korahey, Liban and Afdher) to ensure the population has access to safe water. Monitoring is conducted at the main 
water reservoirs where water is being treated, at public water points, at household level, and at communal birkas to monitor 
residual chlorine at the point of application, at distribution points, and at the user level. 
 



In Amhara region, water trucking continues at the Andasa holy water site where potable water is not available, servicing 
more than 1,500 pilgrims with a truck deployed by the regional government. Household water treatment chemicals were 
distributed to AWD affected areas for 58,000 people in North Gonder and West Gojam zones. 
 
In response to recent flooding in Gambella region, through the Regional Health Bureau, UNICEF distributed a three-month 
supply of laundry and bathing soap, buckets, and water treatment chemicals to 100 critically affected households in Jor 
woreda.  
 
Through the Oromia Regional Water Bureau (RWB), UNICEF supplied water purification chemicals --- 100,000 sachets 
each were sent to Sebeta woreda of East Shoa Zone, while 20,000 sachets were sent to Welmera woreda of West Shoa 
zone.  Around 4,000 water storage and transport containers were dispatched to West Guji, East and West Hararghe in 
response to the displacement caused by the conflict on the regional border with Somali region. With stocks from UNICEF 
and Regional Water Bureau supplies, the Somali regional WASH cluster has developed a one month WASH supplies 
distribution plan for the recent IPDs of Dawa, Erer and Fafan zones, for more than 10,000 households.  
   
In SNNPR, water trucking benefiting 20,525 people, is ongoing with the support of the Ethiopian Red Cross Society in 
Hamer and with Regional Water Bureau (RWB) support in Gnangatom woreda of South Omo following the failure of recent 
rains to replenish water sources. Around 25,400 people are benefitting from the rehabilitation of two boreholes in Bonke 
and Ezha woredas completed with the RWB support.  The rehabilitation of two boreholes benefiting 4,700 people was also 
completed in Kucha woreda of Gamogofa zone with UNICEF support. UNICEF facilitated awareness creation sessions on 
the prevention and control of scabies in Halaba woreda for 6,758 people and distributed 7,500 brochures and 1,000 posters 
for additional awareness creation in Gamo Gofa zone.  
 

Child Protection 

According to Oromia Bureau of Women and Children Affairs, separation of children from families; psychosocial distress and 
access to basic services are some of the child protection concerns identified among the populations recently displaced by 
the border conflict between Oromia and Somali region.  
 
In Gambella, with continued technical support from UNICEF, 41 children (14 girls and 27 boys) from Nguenyyiel refugee 
camp were placed in foster care arrangements during the reporting period; making the cumulative number of children placed 
in foster care 167 since the camp opened in November 2016.  Identification and registration of new arrival refugees in 
Nguenyyiel camp has continued and 707 unaccompanied minors and separated children were registered during the 
reporting period. Among these, 14 children received individualised psychosocial support by Plan International and ACF, 
after signs of distress, withdrawal and anxiety were observed. Group based psychosocial support was provided to 579 
children. 
 
The relocation of South Sudanese refugees from Gambella to Gure-Shembola refugee camp in Benishangul-Gumuz region 
has continued over the last two weeks. Children constitute 65 per cent of the 3,200 population of the Gure- Shembola camp.  
Since June 2017, more than 839 children (211 unaccompanied, 618 separated and 10 orphans) have been identified and 
registered. Plan International, with technical support from UNICEF is providing case management and psychosocial service 
to targeted children in the camp. 
 
In coordination with the Addis Ababa Bureau of Women and Children’s Affairs, family tracing support was provided to 10 
unaccompanied boys who came from Djibouti during the reporting period. The children also received psychosocial support 
as they waited for reunification with their family at the IOM transit centre. These are child migrants from Ethiopia who are 
returning voluntarily from destination or transit countries, who have either deported them or not accepted their asylum 
request. 
 

Education 
In the last week of September, the Ministry of Education undertook and disseminated an analysis on the impact of the 
recent flooding and inter-communal clashes on children’s education, highlighting that 126,804 boys and girls are directly 
impacted in both Oromia and Somali regions. A response plan is under preparation so that these children will be able to 
continue their education. 
 
In Benishangul-Gumuz region, UNICEF signed a Partnership Agreement with Plan International to support the construction 
of 10 pre-school classrooms in Tsore and Bambasi refugee camps for South Sudanese refugees, to help in decongesting 
the six existing schools and improve quality of education for the 4,149 (2,022 girls) enrolled in the schools. With funding 
from UNICEF, the NGO Right to Play distributed indoor play materials comprising of letters and numbers, toys and puzzles 
to nine early childhood education schools in Tsore and Sherkole camps, which will benefit about 2,742 (1,355 girls) enrolled 
in these schools.  
 

Communications for Development (C4D)  
AWD continues to be a major public health emergency in Amhara, Oromia, Tigray, Afar, and Somali. The Federal Ministry 
of Health (FMoH) has been spearheading the rapid response in the regions and has deployed rapid response teams (RRT). 
UNICEF deployed C4D consultants to be part of the RRTs and they have been providing support to strengthen existing 
social mobilization committees at community level; capacity building for social mobilization through sensitization of health 
extension workers (HEWs), community leaders, and commercial farm owners and developing key messages as per the 
context in the regions.  
 



An international C4D consultant will be deployed to Somali region as of the second week of October to work with the 
regional health bureau and the RRT deployed by FMoH.  
 
During the reporting period, in Somali region, 253 health extension workers, 31 religious leaders, and 355 Quranic school 
students were provided with orientation on key messages on AWD and on maternal, neonatal and child health. Moreover, 
40 community mobilization members and household sprayers (disinfection team) were trained on delivering key messages 
on AWD prevention. These combined efforts will help communities to access correct and consistent messages from different 
community influencers.   

 
Media and External Communication   

UNICEF Ethiopia continues to highlight the drought on media platforms through videos, human interest stories, case studies 
and photos. UNICEF also continues to monitor external media coverage and media outlets have been approached to share 
stories. UNICEF participates in the Ethiopia Humanitarian Country Team (EHCT) Emergency Communications Working 
Group to ensure streamlined messaging and advocacy efforts. 

Funding  

In line with the revised inter-agency 2017 HRD issued in August 2017, UNICEF Ethiopia increased its funding appeal to 
US$135.9 million to meet the increased humanitarian needs of children of Ethiopia. Of this, US$116.8 million is to respond 
to the drought while the remainder is to assist the refugee response in the country. 
 
UNICEF is currently responding to the emergency situation using US$33.5 million carried over from 2016 and US$50.8 
million received in 2017. UNICEF expresses its gratitude to the EHF, CERF, ECHO, the Governments of Canada, Japan, 
South Korea, Sweden, United Kingdom and United States of America and the Danish, German, Luxembourg, Spanish and 
Swedish Committees for UNICEF who have contributed generously to the humanitarian response in 2017. 
 
During the reporting period, UNICEF has received US$800,000 as an additional contribution from the Government of 
Canada. 
 

Appeal Sector Requirements Funds available US$* Funding gap 

  US$ 
Funds Received 

Current Year 
Carry over $ % 

Nutrition  50,282,399 21,689,547 8,309,732 20,283,120 40.1% 

Health 14,430,124 5,863,685 7,681,576 884,863 6.1% 

WASH 51,339,000 19,246,385 14,847,264 17,245,351 33.6% 

Child Protection  4,750,000 979,571 293,422 3,477,007 73.2% 

Education 11,600,000 3,021,168 2,432,643 6,146,189 53.0% 

Cluster coordination 3,500,000 0 0 3,500,000 100% 

Total 135,901,523 50,800,356 33,564,637 51,536,530 37.9% 

* Funds available includes funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward from the previous year.  

** In addition to the above funding, to fill critical gap, UNICEF Ethiopia received a loan in the amount of US$2 million, from the Emergency Programme Fund 

of UNICEF Head Quarters. 

 

 
Next SitRep: 20 October 2017 
 
UNICEF Ethiopia: www.unicef.org/ethiopia   
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFETH 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/UNICEFEthiopia 
UNICEF Ethiopia Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: https://www.unicef.org/appeals/ethiopia.html 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Gillian Mellsop 
Representative 
UNICEF Ethiopia 
Tel: +251 11 5184001 
Fax: +251 11 5511628 
Email: gmellsop@unicef.org 
 
 
 

Alhaji Bah 
Chief-Field Operations and 
Emergency 
UNICEF Ethiopia 
Tel: +251 11 5184082 
Fax: +251 11 5511628 
Email: abah@unicef.org 
 

Frehiwot Yilma 
OIC-Communication, Advocacy, 
Partnerships  
UNICEF, Ethiopia 
Tel: +251 11 5184065 
Fax: +251 11 5511628 
 Email: Fyilma@unicef.org 
 
 

http://www.unicef.org/ethiopia
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFETH
https://twitter.com/UNICEFEthiopia
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/ethiopia.html


 
 

Annex A 
 

SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                        
2 UNICEF Results include refugee response results, which means UNICEF results in some sectors will be higher than the cluster results 

3 The TFP admission data is shared by ENCU on monthly basis  
4 Includes Caregivers of children 0-23 months accessing infant and young child feeding counselling and pregnant and lactating women 
5 Growth monitoring and promotion (GMP) data is used as a proxy for the indicator “caregivers of children 0-23 months accessing infant and young child 
feeding counselling” and data is compiled within regions with 2 to 3 months delay. UNICEF has reached more than its target as it is using this proxy-
indicator.  

6 The MHNT data is shared on monthly basis. The next sit rep will contain updated figures.  

7 WASH figures are updated monthly 
8 Figure includes water trucking, expansion of water schemes, installation of water storage, rehabilitation of water schemes, and water treatment 
chemical distributions.   
9 This information captures data against CP Sub Cluster indicator “CP cases identified, referred and responded to” which includes separated and 
unaccompanied children.  
10 UNICEF data includes ‘refugee population’ as well. 
11 This captures data against CP Sub Cluster indicator “children receiving skills and support (including PSS) to prevent, mitigate or respond to CP risks” 
which includes vulnerable children receiving psychosocial support. 
12 The GOE and NGOs have reached 1.7 million children with school feeding programme during the academic year that ended June 2017. 

  Cluster Response UNICEF and IPs 

 
Overall 
needs 

2017 
Target 

 

Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 

report ▲▼ 

2017 
Target 

Total 
Results2 

Change 
since last 

report ▲▼ 

NUTRITION        

Children under 5 years with SAM 
admitted for treatment to therapeutic 
care programmes 

376,397 376,397 200,987 28,722 389,397 200,9873 28,722 

Caregivers of children 0-23 months 
accessing infant and young child 
feeding counselling4 

1,550,000 1,550,000 2,319,7055 - 1,550,000 2,319,705 - 

HEALTH        

People provided with access to 
essential and life-saving health care 
services 

   
 

 
400,000 

357,4836 49,569 

People with access to treatment for 
diarrhoeal disease 

   
 

45,000 43,839 1,058 

South Sudanese refugee children 
aged 6 months to 14 years 
vaccinated against measles 

  
  

 
68,400 

52,626 7,292 

South Sudanese refugee children 
vaccinated against polio 

   
 

177,485 58,483 9,100 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE7        

People accessing safe water  10,475,645 10,475,645 5,349,000 - 4,393,171 2,122,0008 - 

People reached with key messages 
on hygiene practices  

5,222,307 5,222,307 4,809,358 
- 

2,208,000 1,712,000 - 

CHILD PROTECTION        

Separated and unaccompanied 
children receiving appropriate care 
and protection services 

25,000 25,000 5,4189 51 10,000 7,41310 51 

Vulnerable children receiving 
psychosocial support 

45,000 45,000 18,41711 603 50,000 22,175 603 

EDUCATION        

School-aged children with access to 
emergency education programmes 1,971,891 1,971,891 1,700,00012 - 622,000 160,337 - 

  


