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SITUATION IN NUMBERS SitRep #6 – Reporting Period October 2015 
 

 
 
8.2 million people, including 4.6 
million children, will require relief food 
assistance during the last quarter of 
2015  
 
350,000 children will require treatment 
for acute severe malnutrition in 2015 
(Government release, October 2015) 
 
257,561 severely malnourished 
children were treated between January 
and September 2015, of which 42,803 
have been treated in August (ENCU). 
 
652,234 total refugees in Ethiopia 
(UNHCR, September 2015) 
 
UNICEF 2015 humanitarian appeal of 
US$55 million is 63 per cent funded  

 

 
Highlights: 
 

 Ethiopia is currently facing its worst drought in decades, with over 8.2 
million people in need of food aid until the end of the year. The 
deteriorating food security situation has contributed to increased 
malnutrition among children with an estimated 350,000 children 
requiring life-saving therapeutic treatment in 2015. 

 Floods in the Somali Region, Mustahil, Kelafo and East Imey woredas 
of Shaballe Zone have killed five people, displaced more than 46,500 
people, affected some 102,000 others and killed some 10,000 livestock. 
In these areas, schools have been forced to close, health clinics are 
affected, water pumps and wells are destroyed. Farm land is flooded 
and crops destroyed.  

 Scabies outbreak has been reported in 22 woredas in Amhara Region.  

 As of October 2015, Gambella is hosting some 277,732 South 
Sudanese refugees. The arrival rate has gone down with almost 90 per 
cent since the beginning of September.  
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Indicators 

UNICEF & Partners Sector/Cluster 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

Cluster 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

WASH: People in 

humanitarian situations 
accessing water for  
drinking and cooking 
purposes 

1,000,000 238,426 1,086,000 805,745 

Nutrition: # children 6-59 

months with SAM admitted 
to therapeutic care 

350,000* 257,561 350,000 257,561 

Health: # of children and 

women accessing 
essential health services  

412,000 128,031 N/A N/A 

Education: # of school-

aged children accessing 
formal and non-formal 
education 

136,000  39,859 
 

201,682 
 

41,800 

Child Protection: # of 

children reached with 
critical child protection 
services 

67,000 78,934 N/A N/A 

 *Number of children increased as per addendum to the HRD released in August 2015 
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1. Situation Overview and  Humanitarian Needs  
 

 The El Niño global climactic event has wreaked havoc on Ethiopia’s summer rains (June to September).   Following 
a rapid assessment in early October, the Government and partners concluded that the number of people requiring 
emergency food assistance had increased to 8.2 million compared to an estimated 2.9 million at the beginning of 
the year1.  The deteriorating food security situation has contributed to increased malnutrition among children with 
an estimated 350,000 children requiring life-saving therapeutic treatment in 2015 – a 25 per cent increase 
compared to 2014. 

 There are fears that this figure will continue to grow; efforts are currently underway to further identify the most 
urgent needs for the coming year.  

Due to a massive national level screenings 
conducted in August the admissions for 
September were relatively lower than in 
August. In detail, the national levels of 
Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) 
admissions for September are 20 per cent 
higher than any other year recorded for the 
same month. It is believed that the SAM 
cases will continue to rise as most of the 
country is Meher rain dependent, which 
has already failed. Likewise, with a current 
cumulative amount of 257,561 admissions, 
the current trend indicates that 2015 will 
record the highest total admissions from 
the past years.  

 
In September, Amhara Region recorded 

the highest monthly SAM admissions 

(6,489 children) as compared to past years. The nutrition situation in Amhara, much like other at-risk areas in 

Ethiopia, is driven by deteriorating household food security due to the failed Belg harvest, delayed early mature 

Meher crop production and delayed response of target supplementary feeding to address moderate malnutrition. 

Furthermore, Amhara is experiencing high levels of scabies among children in the region.  

The effects of the drought are expected to extend through 2016. In most of the affected areas, the next rains are 
only expected in February/March 2016, and much will depend on the performance of these seasonal rains. The 
humanitarian situation is hence expected to deteriorate. 
 

 In October, floods killed two women and three children in Mustahil, Kelafo and East Imey woredas in Shaballe 
Zone of Somali Region. The floods displaced more than 46,500 people, affected some 102,000 others and killed 
some 10,000 livestock. Access to affected areas is limited as roads are cut off. Eight schools and 19 alternative 
basic education centers in Kelafo and Mustahil woredas are closed, leaving some 7,500 children out of school. 
Health facilities are affected by the floods while there is severe infestation from mosquitoes and increased threat 
of malaria outbreak. Whilst many water points are filled by mud, 21 hand dug wells have been destroyed. People 
are collecting water from unprotected sources with high risk of contamination for water borne diseases. Most of the 
farm land in the areas are flooded and crops have been destroyed.  

 

 A multi-agency team, including the regional disaster prevention and preparedness bureau, the regional health 
and education bureaus, Save the Children International, UNICEF, WFP and local NGOs (ARDA OWDA, , SOA), 
was  deployed in the area from 27 to 31 of October. The team recommends urgent provision of food, non-food 
items (shelter, kitchen utensils sleeping mats, blankets), mosquito nets, water purification chemicals and 
provision of essential drugs. 

 

 As of October 2015, Gambella is hosting some 277,732 South Sudanese refugees, living within the host 
communities (16 per cent) and in refugee camps (84 per cent). Out of these, 220,108 refugees have arrived since 
December 2013. The arrival rate has decreased to 10 persons per day compared to 90 at the beginning of 
September 2015. In 2015, in total 28,723 South Sudanese refugees have arrived in Ethiopia while 191,385 have 
arrived in 2014. 

  

 A total of five suspected cases of meningitis have been reported among South Sudanese refugees in Gambella, 
with three cases confirmed. No case has been identified since 30 October. The Ministry of Health has 
recommended mass vaccination campaign.  A population of 500,000 people is targeted by the campaign, which 
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includes an estimated 277,000 refugees aged between 2 and 30 years in all camps as well as the surrounding host 
community 

 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  
 
 

DRMFSS is responsible for the overall coordination of drought crisis response reporting to National Disaster Prevention 
and Preparedness Committee which is chaired by the Deputy Prime Minister. The Disaster Risk Management (DRM) 
Technical Working Group continues to bring together all the DRM actors and is expected to play a significant role in 
the coordination of inter-sectoral emergency programmes.  
 
The Government led multi sectoral Meher assessments started on 26 October and will continue until mid-November.  
25 teams are deployed in the country with 3 in Tigray, 4 in Amhara, 5 in Oromia, 1 in Gambella, 1 in Benishangul- 
Gumuz, 4 in SNNP, 2 in Afar and 5 in Somali regions. UNICEF is represented in 16 of the 25 teams and has been 
supporting the assessments with technical inputs and contributing financially and arranging the logistics. The main 
objective of the assessment is to review the humanitarian situation following the Kiremt rains and reassess the number 
of beneficiaries.   
 
The Ethiopia Humanitarian Country Team met on 15 October to plan a prioritized inter-cluster response strategy in 
support of the Government to respond to the drought.   
 
UNICEF emergency response will focus on supporting the Government of Ethiopia by responding to the rapid 
deterioration of food security and nutrition in the country. UNICEF will be focusing on women and children in line with 
its Core Commitments to Children in Humanitarian Action. Together with the Government of Ethiopia, UNICEF 
continues to provide cluster leadership for WASH, nutrition, education and sub-cluster lead for child protection sectors.  
 

 

Humanitarian Strategy: Prepositioning and Partnerships 
 

To respond to any rapid onset crisis in a timely manner, UNICEF has prepositioned stocks in Addis Ababa and at three 
regional hubs to address the needs of 125,000 people. These supplies are currently being used to provide immediate 
assistance to affected populations based on the requests from the regional governments. UNICEF has established 
long term agreements with suppliers of most important emergency supplies and drilling of shallow boreholes, which 
enables urgent delivery when needed. 
 
In the refugee context, UNICEF supports UNHCR and ARRA to spearhead the coordination of emergency response. 
The partnership is based on a Memorandum of Understanding which was signed in 2012 between the two sister 
agencies and a tripartite agreement signed in 2007, with ARRA and UNHCR to establish a framework of collaboration 
for the delivery of services and assistance.  
 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response  
 
 
 

Following the alert in October from DRMFSS, the Flood Task Force, prepared a joint government-humanitarian 
partners national flood contingency plan. According to DRMFSS, floods are expected to affect more than 231,428 
people in Oromia and SNNP regions in addition to the currently affected population in Somali Region. These Southern 
pastoral areas are currently receiving their seasonal Deyr/Hagaya rains (October to December). Every year, these 
areas are affected by floods in addition to this year’s El Nino impact, which led to heavy rains.  
 
In Afar, Somali (Sitti and Fafan zones), parts of SNNP, Amhara and Oromia regions water shortage due to poor Kiremt 
seasonal rains (June-September) continues to be a big concern. Currently, the regional water bureaus and the regional 
disaster prevention, preparedness and food security bureaus are supplying water through water trucking in Afar (with 
12 trucks), Oromia (with 35 trucks) and Amhara (with 4 trucks). Oxfam GB is supporting water trucking in Sitti Zone 
(Somali region), using two trucks. However, funds are limited and there are still not enough operational trucks to carry 
emergency water across the affected regions. 
 
Rehabilitation of non-functional water systems continues. The Federal Ministry of Water, Irrigation and Energy 
dispatched 5 water pumps and one generator in Afar, for Halydege pasture land which is found in Amibara Woreda. 
The regional water resource bureau installed three of the pumps which will help to develop the pasture land. The 
bureau also deployed a team to maintain nine non-functional motorized schemes in Berhale Woreda in Afar. UNICEF 



 
         

4 
 

in partnership with private companies have started drilling boreholes in drought hotspot locations of Afar (Elidar 
Woreda)   
 
In Sitti Zone (Somali Region), Oxfam and UNICEF distributed jerry cans, buckets, and household water treatment 
chemicals which will help some 2,800 families to have clean water for one month.     
 
In Tigray Region, UNICEF dispatched two sets of emergency water treatment kits that can benefit up to 5,000 people 
per day to have clean water. UNICEF is also assisting the Tigray Regional Water Bureau to drill 10 shallow wells.    
 
In response to the current drought, the federal ministry of water, Irrigation and energy has procured and delivered 4.16 
million sachets of household water treatment chemical (Bishangari) to Oromia, Amhara, South, Tigray, Somali and 
Afar. This will support more than 69,300 families to have clean water for two months. 
 
The regional Water Bureau in SNNPR has listed 105 water points that need rehabilitation and upgrading with a total 
cost of US$1.75 million. 
 
UNICEF has finalized the preparations to scale up the number of mobile health and nutrition teams in Afar (two more 
teams) and in Somali (five more teams) regions bringing the total number of government teams to 36. UNICEF has 
been supporting these teams with operational cost and medical supplies. In addition, UNICEF also continues to support 
seven teams managed by INGOs in Somali Region with medical supplies. The 36 government’s teams from both 
regions are expected to provide consultations to an estimated 28,800 people (including women and children) per 
month. The teams are dispatched in remote areas, where fixed facilities are difficult to access.  
 
In October, UNICEF provided vaccines for the national measles vaccination campaign. The campaign is ongoing 
targeting 5.3 million under five children in Afar, Amhara, Dire Dawa, Gambella, Oromia, SNNP and Somali regions. By 
the end of October 2015, more than 2.5 million children have been vaccinated. 
 
Scabies outbreak has been reported from 22 woredas of East Gojam, North and South Gonder, South Wollo and Wag 
Himra zones of Amhara Region. Treating the patients and containing the outbreak has become increasingly challenging 
because of limited access of water and the easy transmission of the disease. Scabies is transmitted through skin to 
skin contact or sharing of clothing and bedding items. In response to the scabies outbreak, UNICEF dispatched 300,000 
sachets of household water treatment chemicals and released US$60,000 to Amhara Regional Water Bureau to 
support most affected communities with immediate WASH responses.  UNICEF is also preparing to procure 100,000 
bottles of permethrin out of the total 300,000 bottles to be procured.  
 
In Somali Region, UNICEF provided 1,338 school in bags, 30 early childhood development kits, 20 recreational kits, 

25,000 exercise books, pens and pencils, 22,900 erasers, 20,000 pencil sharpeners, 100 plastic sheets, 9 teachers’ 

kit and 5 hygiene kits. The material will enable at least 6,505 children to continue their education in the drought affected 

Sitti Zone in Somali Region. 

In Gambella Region, five out of the planned six health facilities have been completed. One health post in Akula remains 
under construction. UNICEF has supported the construction of the health facilities and the five completed facilities have 
been handed over to woreda and government officials. These facilities will support some 60,000 people with access to 
health care services. 
 
There are 127,556 children aged 3 to 18 years among the South Sudanese refugees in Gambella. So far, 45 per cent 
of the children have been enrolled. The lack of secondary schools in the camps is a bottleneck and new constructions 
are needed to increase the number of enrolled children. Furthermore, parents are reluctant to send children to early 
childhood and care development (ECCD) centres due to the long distances to school.  
 
Over 60,850 school children and communities in Gambella (3870), Tigray (2000), Afar (1000), Somali (2400) and 
Bensihangul-Gumuz (2900) Regions have received 12,170 Solar lamps (1 lamp will benefit 5 children, 30,000 
textbooks (Maths, Nuer, environmental science and English), 25,000 school in bags, 120,000 exercise books that 
includes erasers, pen, pencils and sharpeners as well were distributed to over 35,000 children in 5 refugee camps in 
Gambella. Furniture that consisted of 740 combined desks, 30 blackboards, 35 teachers table and chairs was 
distributed to serve 4,440 host community children in 7 primary schools in the Gambella Region. 
 
Communication for development  
In response to the outbreak of scabies, UNICEF has developed a response plan targeting populations in Amhara, 
Tigray and Oromia regions. Along with treatment of patients, messaging around hygiene practices is important 
considering the transmission route of the disease.   
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Media and External Communication 

A  Kreditanstalt für Wiederaufbau (KFW-Germany) mission visited Gambella Region from 27 to 29 October. Focus 

for their visit was the humanitarian response for South Sudanese refugees and surrounding host communities. KFW is 
one of the donors to UNICEF Ethiopia.  
 
On 13-October, a press release was released by the Ethiopia Humanitarian Country Team to emphasize the need of 
significant and sustained funding to prevent the effects of this drought. The press release followed the announcement 
of the Government of Ethiopia on the increased number of people requiring relief food assistance in 2015 from 4.5 
million in August to 8.2 million in October. While the Government has committed US$192 million to address the 
emergency food and non-food needs, more assistance is required from the international community as the effect of the 
El Nino phenomenon is expected to continue into 2016.  
 
 

 Funding: 
 
Thanks to the generous support from key donors, UNICEF has secured 63 per cent of the funding needs as of October 
2015. However, up to two thirds of the planned UNICEF intervention in WASH, health and child protection remains un-
funded.  
 
UNICEF Ethiopia appreciates the generous contributions in 2015; US$ 20,188,515 from the Government of the UK 
US$ 5,400,000 from USAID/OFDA, US$ 5,516,027 from the Central Emergency Response Fund, , US$ 1,999,753 
from the Humanitarian Response Fund, US$ 953,984 from ECHO, US$ 497,238 from Italian Development Cooperation 
and US$ 395,256 from the Government of Canada. 
 

Appeal Sector Requirements 
Funds Received in 

2015 
Funding gap 

   US$ US$ US$ per cent 

Nutrition  13,164,800 23,681,801 -10,517,001 -80% 

Health 12,137,000 3,605,577 8,531,423 70% 

WASH 17,817,500 3,990,271 13,827,229 78% 

Child Protection  3,428,300 854,180 2,574,120 75% 

Education 6,058,300 2,669,479 3,388,821 56% 

Cluster coordination 2,554,552 0 2,554,552 100% 

Sub-Total 55,160,452 34,801,308 20,359,144 37% 

Carry-forward   11,400,000     

Total funding 

available 
  46,201,308     

Grand Total 55,160,452 46,201,308 8,959,144 16% 

 
 
Next SitRep: December 2015 
 

 
Gillian Mellsop      Alhaji Bah     Alexandra Westerbeek 
Representative    Chief-Field Operations    Chief, Media and External  

and Emergency      Relations 
UNICEF Ethiopia   UNICEF Ethiopia     UNICEF Ethiopia    
Tel: +251 11 5184001  Tel:+251 11 5184082    Tel: +251 11 5184039 
Fax: +251 11 5511628  Fax: +251 11 5511628    Fax: +251 11 5511628 
Email:gmellsop@unicef.org  Email: abah@unicef.org     Email: awesterbeek@unicef.org  

 

 
Who to contact for 
further 
information: 

tel:+251
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Annex A 

SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS: ETHIOPIA 
October 2015 

  Cluster Response  UNICEF and IPs  

 
Overall 
needs 

2015* 
Target 

 

Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 

report ▲▼ 

 2015 
Target  

Total Results 
Change 

since last 
report ▲▼ 

NUTRITION        

Children under 5 with SAM treated 350,000 350,000*** 257,878** 
 

38,173 
350,000 

 
257,878 

 
38,173 

Children under 5 in humanitarian 
situations screened and referred to 
supplementary feeding programmes 

1,757,029 1,757,029 2,183,200 
 

2,183,200 1,757,029 
 

2,183,200 
 

2,183,200 

Pregnant and breastfeeding women in 
humanitarian situations screened and 
referred to supplementary feeding 
programmes 

446,812 446,812 1,486,970 

 
1,486,970 

446,812 

 
1,486,970 

 
1,486,970 

HEALTH        

Children and women accessing 
essential health services through 
preventive and curative interventions 
in the Somali and Afar Regions 

-   

 

412,000 

 
128,031**** 

 
- 

Number of children under 5 vaccinated 
against measles 

   
 

5,309,347 
4,081,413 - 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE        

People in humanitarian situations 
accessing water for drinking, cooking 
and personal hygiene 

1,244,100 1,244,100 1,568,742 
 

99,718 1,000,000 
 

313,858 
23,718 

People in humanitarian situations 
receiving sanitation and hygiene 
information to prevent child illnesses 

850,000 850,000 46,616 
 

- 1,140,000 
 

46,616 
 

- 

CHILD PROTECTION        

Children in humanitarian situations 
vulnerable to violence, exploitation and 
abuse accessing appropriate care and 
services 

- 
 

- 
 

- 
 

 
- 

 
67,000 

 
78,934 

 
52,966 

Identified, separated and 
unaccompanied children reunited with 
their families/caregivers or provided 
with an appropriate alternative care 

- 
 

- 
 

- 
 

 
- 
 

5,000 

 
1,085 

 
507 

EDUCATION        

Children in humanitarian situations 
access temporary learning spaces and 
basic education materials 

201,682 201,682 74,209 
 

6,505 136,000 
 

72,209 
 

6,505 

 OPERATIONAL PARTNERS 

Health 
Regional Health Bureaus, Mercy Corps, SCI, ADRA, Ogaden Welfare and Development Association, 
Islamic Relief, MSF 

Nutrition 

Ministry of Health, Regional Health Bureaus Federal and Regional, Emergency Nutrition Coordination 
Unit (under DRMFSS), Concern Worldwide, International Medical Corps, World Vision, Action Against 
Hunger (ACF), Islamic Relief, Mercy Corps, SCI, MSF, ADRA, GOAL Ethiopia and Plan International 
Ethiopia  

WASH 
Federal and Regional Mines and Water Bureaus, Oxfam Intermon, Adhorn, Ogaden Welfare and 
Development Association, SCI  

Education Federal and Regional Education Bureaus, SCI, PIE, Ogaden Welfare and Development Association 

Child Protection 
Regional Bureau of Labor and Social Affairs, Regional Bureau of Women, Children and Youth Affairs, SCI, 
Plan International Ethiopia , the Ethiopian Red Cross Society, GOAL Ethiopia 

Note 

*Revised HRD, August 2015 
** January to August 2015 admissions 
*** The government has issued an addendum to the Humanitarian Requirement  Document  released in August 2015 
and revised upwards the number of children under 5 requiring treatment from severe acute malnutrition 
****Only 45 per cent of the reports have been received as of July 2015 
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Annex B  
SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS: RESPONSE TO SOUTH SUDANESE REFUGEES 
Planning figure: 340,000 refugees by the end of 2015 
October 2015 
 

Locations 
Sectors 

UNICEF and Partners 

 2015 
Target  

Total 
Results 

per cent 
Results 

Achieved 

NUTRITION 

Entry points 
and host 
community 

Number of refugee children( 6-59 months) supplemented with Vitamin A  33,200 10,295 31 

Number of children 6-59 months with SAM admitted to therapeutic care 
programme 

10,800 850 8 

Refugee 
camps 

Number of children 6-59 months with SAM admitted to therapeutic care 
programme 

8,640 2,465 28 

Number of mothers receiving IYCF counselling and support 39.100 49,960 >100 

  HEALTH 

Entry points 
and host 
community 

Number of children vaccinated for measles (6 months-15 years)-95per cent 
coverage 

55,000 19,641 36 

Number of families receiving 2 ITNs (1 bed net for 2 household members) 55,000 50,772 92.3 

 
Number of population with access to health care facilities stocked with 
emergency supplies and drugs 

110,000 - - 

Refugee 
camps 

Number of refugee children, fully covered through routine EPI (0-1 year) in the 
camps 

6,900 1,196 17 

  WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE    

Entry points 
and host 
community 

Number of affected people provided with sufficient water of adequate quality  14,000 11,000 78 

Number of people reached with critical WASH related information 20,000 7,500 37.5 

Refugee 
camps 

Number of affected people provided with sufficient water of adequate quality  220,000 10,300 5 

Number of people with access to appropriately designed toilets 50,000 9,400 19 

Number of people reached with critical WASH related information 330,000 6,500 2 

  CHILD PROTECTION        

Entry points  

Number of children accessing child friendly spaces 20,000 13,606 >100 

Number of identified vulnerable children receiving cases management, relevant 
support and referral services 

1,000 1,659 >100 

Refugee 
camps 

Number of children accessing child friendly spaces 60,000 36,558 61 

Number of children receiving age and gender appropriated psychosocial 
support and services  

3,000 1,659 55 

Host 
community 

Number of children participating in child rights clubs/committees and other 
child/youth led activities 

4,000 1,491 37.28 

Number of community members engaged in awareness raising activities on 
child protection 

10,000 995 9.95 

  EDUCATION        

Entry points 
& host 
community 

School aged children affected by refugee influx continue their education  20,000 11,359 57 

Refugee 
camps 

Children affected by emergencies continue their education  75,000 50,223 67 

  PARTNERS 

Health UNHCR, ARRA, RHB, MSF 

Nutrition UNHCR, GOAL, MSF, ACF, CONCERN 

WASH UNHCR, MSF, ZOA, ERCS, DRC, NRC, ADRA, LWF, IRC, World Vision, ACF 

Education UNHCR, ARRA, REB, SCI, ZOA, PIE, NRC, DRC, WV, DICAC 

Child 
Protection 

UNHCR, SCI, ZOA 
 

 

 


