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Ethiopia Drought Situation   

• Most parts of Somali Region (Warder, Korahe, Gode, Liben, Degahbur, and Afdher Zones) continued to 
receive the seasonal Deyr rains that started in the last week of September, improving access to water 
for humans and animals and regenerating pasture for animals. Following the rains, flooding has been 
reported in Danan, Maraato, Gunagado, Birkot, Kelafo, Mustahil and Ferfer of the Region. 
 

• In Oromiya Region, apart from East and West Hararghe, other drought affected areas are experiencing 
rains over the last one week. 
 

• The Disaster Risk Management and Food Security sector (DRMFSS) of Ministry of Agriculture, 
Government of Ethiopia has scheduled to have the bi-annual needs assessment (Meher Assessment) 
to start on 26 November. The Assessment will be multi-sectoral and will estimate the humanitarian 
requirements for the areas expecting harvest in last quarter of 2011. 
 

• Phase 1 of the integrated Measles SIA in Somali region was completed with 664,210 (82% of target) 
and 230,862 (76% of target) children reportedly immunized for measles and polio respectively. 
 

• The overall water trucking requirement has decreased from 78 trucks in the previous week to 39 this 
week. Currently, 34 trucks are operating, leaving a gap of 5 trucks. The 34 trucks are benefiting an 
estimated 68,000 people.  
 

• From 10 to 13 October, DRMFSS, together with a series of partners, organized a variety of events in 
celebration of the international Day for Disaster Reduction. These included site visits to flood risk 
management and community managed DRR projects in Dire Dawa and Doba as well as a host of 
media and advocacy events aimed at raising awareness. The events culminated in a national 
conference with the theme of Building Disaster and Climate Resilient Communities. 

 

Somali Refugee Situation 

• According to UNHCR, as of 24 October 2011, the Somali refugee population in the four Dollo Ado 
camps stands at 132,732 (including people in the transit center). The average daily number of new 
arrivals for the week of 19-24 October stands at 142, a decrease from the previous week’s average of 
454 arrivals.  
 

• On 20 October, classes for the 2011/12 school year began in Hiloweyn and Kobe camps in Dollo Ado. 
For the other two camps, Bokolmayo and Melkedida, schools started on 15 October. So far, with 
registration just beginning, an estimated 2,100 children are attending the schools in the four camps. 

 

• Following rains in parts of the Region, scheduled and charter flights to Dollo Ado remain cancelled. 
Instead, partners have to organise road travel making it a two-day one-way journey Addis-Dollo Ado. 

Sudanese Refugee Situation (Blue Nile State) 

• Following resumption of fighting on the Sudanese side of Kurmuk on 21 October, more than 1,500 
Sudanese asylum seekers crossed into Kurmuk, Ethiopia, on 22-23 October. The total number of 
Sudanese refugees living in the camps in Benishangul Gumuz stands at 13,018. 
 

• During the reporting period, UNICEF conducted an assessment of infant feeding practices of refugees 
in Sherkole and Tongo camps, as well as at Gizan and Kurmuk reception sites. The assessment is 
recommending the establishment of baby friendly spaces.  
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EMERGING HUMANITARIAN ISSUES AND NEEDS 

Ethiopia Drought Situation  

• In the Somali Region, rains have continued in all Deyr-receiving zones, replenishing water sources and 
generating pasture for livestock.  
 

• Heavy rains have caused minor flooding in Danan, Maraato, Gunagado, Kebridahar, Birkot, Kelafo, 
Mustahil and Ferfer woredas (central/southern part of the Somali Region). According to the local 
authorities, the total flood affected population in the region is estimated at 2,225 households. The 
Regional Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Bureau (DPPB) has requested the release of non-food 
items prepositioned by UNICEF in Gode for the flood-affected households. The situation may worsen in 
the coming days/weeks if the current heavy rains continue.  
 

• No rains have been received in East and West Hararghe zones in Oromiya during the past 15 days. 
Other parts of lowland Oromiya received good rains, including Borena and Bale zones, where water 
trucking has stopped, with the exception of one truck in Miyo woreda (Borena zone). In the coming days, 
the regional authorities will conduct a rapid assessment of water and pasture availabilities in the 
previously drought-affected areas of the region.  

 

• Six water facilities in Jor woreda and parts of Gog woreda, Gambella Region, have been damaged by 
the floods that occurred 2 weeks ago. The communities in these locations are currently using Gilo River 
as main source for drinking water. UNICEF and IRC are distributing household water treatment kits.  

 

• Suspected Acute Watery Diarrhoea (AWD) cases continue to be reported from Oromiya and Somali 
Regions. In Oromiya Region, 14 new suspected AWD cases were reported, compared to 37 cases last 
week. For the week of 17 to 22 October, 10 cases were reported from Kebridahar (Somali), compared to 
12 cases during previous week. Though the number of cases is decreasing, there is possibility that AWD 
cases may rise again, as rainfall is likely to increase the likelihood of transmission of diseases. 

Somali Refugee Situation  

• According to UNHCR, as of 24 October 2011, the Somali refugee population in the four Dollo Ado 
camps stands at 132,732 (including people in the transit center). The average number of daily new 
arrivals for the week of 19-24 October stands at 142, a decrease from the previous week’s average of 
454 arrivals.  
 

• Flights to Dollo Ado have been cancelled since 12 October due to heavy rains.  
 

• On 20 October, classes for the 2011/12 school year began in Hiloweyn and Kobe camps in Dollo Ado. 
For the two other camps, Bokolmayo and Melkedida, schools started on 15 October. So far, with 
registration just beginning, an estimated 2,100 children out of 39,581 school-aged children (5-11 years) 
are attending the schools in the four camps. 

Sudanese Refugee Situation 

• As fighting resumed on the Sudanese side of Kurmuk on 21 October, more than 1,000 Sudanese 
asylum seekers crossed into Kurmuk Ethiopia on 22-23 October. The total number of Sudanese 
refugees living in the camps in Benishangul Gumuz stands at 13,018. In addition, there are around 
15,000 refugees living with the host communities.  
 

• Table 1 shows the results from a recently completed MUAC nutrition screening in the refugee camps 
and the surrounding host communities, indicating a relative stable nutrition situation among the 
Sudanese refugees except for the Tongo camp where the SAM at 2.8% is above the emergency 
threshold (2%). 
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Table 1- MUAC screening results - Benishangul Gumuz Refugee Camps & Host communities 

 
Sherkole Kurmuk 

Gizan 
 Tongo 

SAM 0.7% 0.7% 0.3% 2.8% 

GAM 4.9% 9% 4.5% 3.8% 

MAM 4.2% 8.3% 4.2% 0.9% 

Source: ARRA 

• During the reporting period, UNICEF conducted an assessment on infant feeding practices of refugees 
and host communities in Benishangul Gumuz. Key recommendations from the assessment include:  
o Baby friendly services established where women with breastfeeding problems receive skilled 

support; 
o Referral of breastfeeding problems to be integrated with all key referral and screening points; 
o Skilled breastfeeding support integrated into all camps, transit/reception centres and points of entry; 
o Clear Infant Feeding in Emergencies (IFE) policy in place and agency designated to manage 

artificial feeding for special cases. 
 

• UNICEF conducted a rapid assessment of   learning spaces in Sherkole refugee camp. While there are 
sufficient classroom space, the assessment identified needs for school/learning supplies and furniture, 
and more latrines are needed for the more than 2,000 students currently registered.  There is no water 
within the school compound, but a communal tap is near the school.  

CLUSTER COORDINATION AND PARTNERSHIPS 
WASH 

• The cluster is currently planning an inter-regional coordination meeting, including with Oromiya, Somali, 
Harari and Dire Dawa regions, to discuss ways to prevent and control AWD outbreaks, especially along 
regional borders. A date for the meeting has not yet been set.  

• In Assosa, Benishangul Gumuz, weekly WASH coordination meetings aimed at enhancing response to 
the current refugee and flood situations have started.  

Education  

• The Regional Education Bureau (REB) in Afar Region has prepared an education response plan for the 
priority drought-affected woredas of Aysaita, Kore, Bidu, Elidaar and Dubti. This plan includes the 
provision of school feeding and water supplies in primary schools, the rehabilitation of schools damaged 
by wind storms, the provision of desks and blackboards to improve the quality of teaching and learning, 
and the provision of education supplies to schools hosting IDPs. The Education Cluster is mobilizing 
resources for the plan.  

 

PROGRAMME RESPONSE 

Nutrition:  
 

Response in drought affected regions 

• A 3-day training course on Breastfeeding Counselling and Infant Feeding in Emergency started on 25 
October in Addis Ababa for 44 nutrition cluster members, including government officials, donors, NGOs 
and the UN. 

• In the Somali Region, a UNICEF nutrition specialist is conducting a training course on the management 
of severe acute malnutrition for health workers. The training is part of the overall plan of scaling up 
Outpatient Therapeutic Programme (OTP)/ Targeted Feed Unit (TFU) services in fixed health facilities in 
the Somali Region.  

Refugee response  

• During the reporting period, the Mobile Health and Nutrition Team (MHNT) in Kobe screened 244 
children under five for malnutrition. A total of 27.87% of the children screened were suffering from 
Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) and 11.89% were suffering from Moderate Acute Malnutrition (MAM). 
Around 3% of the total SAM cases and 27% of MAM cases were not already enrolled in any nutrition 
treatment programmes and were referred to the respective OTP/Supplementary Feeding Programme 
(SFP) centres.  
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• In Hiloweyn, out of 165 children under five screened for malnutrition by the MHNT, SAM cases were 
found in 15.76% and MAM in 27.27%. Around 8% of SAM and 3% of MAM cases that were not already 
enrolled in OTP/SFP programmes were referred to the respective centres. Trends indicate that an 
increasing number of children in need of nutrition treatment are getting the required support.  

 
Health:  
 
Response in drought affected regions 

• UNICEF continues to support 24 Mobile Health and Nutrition Teams (MHNT) in remote areas of the 
Somali Region. Between July and September, the 24 MHNTs (19 of the 24 teams reported for August 
and 10 for September) attended to 34,542 consultations, including 12,753 children under 5.   

• The 18 NGO-managed MHNTs provided 37,462 consultations, including 12,102 children under 5. Of the 
18 teams, 9 reported for July, 8 for August and 10 for September.  

• The on-going subnational measles campaign that began on 25 September in the Somali Region has 
been interrupted by heavy rains. Of the 18 woredas targeted for the first phase of the campaign, other 
than Danan and East Imey, 16 woredas have been completed their campaign. Phase I has so far 
reached 647,999 (82% of the target for phase 1) children with measles vaccine (6 months-15 years) and 
230,862 (76% of the target) children (0-59 months) received polio vaccination.  

• Preparation to implement Phase II of the measles campaign in Wardher, Korahey and Degahbur has 
been completed, but implementation dates have been postponed by 2 weeks, due to heavy rains that 
have made access to the areas difficult.  

• During the reporting period, the measles campaign started in 7 of the 17 targeted woredas in Oromiya 
Region. The campaign aims to reach more than 1 million children 6 months to 15 years old.  

 
Refugee Response  

• UNICEF continues to support two MHNTs in Kobe and Hiloweyn camps. During the past week, the team 
in Kobe camp conducted 297 health consultations, and 348 people received health education on 
different subjects. Some 16 severe cases were referred to the health centre and OTPs. In Hiloweyn, the 
MHNT conducted 319 health consultations and 391 people received health education. 39 severe cases 
were referred to the health centre OTP.  

• The teams reported suspected malaria cases in both camps and among the host communities. 
Following these reports, partners are updating the AWD and malaria contingency plans for the refugee 
camps. The response will include   the mobile teams dispensing antimalarial drugs and distributing bed 
nets.  

• MSF-Holland has started the construction of the first health clinic in Buramino – the newest refugee 
camp in Dollo Ado. UNICEF has agreed to deploy a MHNT in Buramino camp to provide essential 
health and nutrition services until the health clinic is fully functioning.  

 
Water and Sanitation: 
 
Response in drought affected regions 
 

• The overall water trucking requirement has decreased from 78 trucks in the previous week to 39 this 
week. Currently, 34 trucks are operating, leaving a gap of 5 trucks. The 34 trucks are reaching an 
estimated 68,000 people.  

• In Oromiya Region, the water trucking requirements reduced drastically from 37 in the previous week to 
only 8 this week, with no gaps.  

• The water trucking requirement in the Somali Region reduced from 21 trucks in the previous week to 9 
this week. Of these, 5 are being provided by NGOs and the remaining 4 by UNICEF/Government. 

• In Afar Region, the requirements increased from 9 trucks to 11, with UNICEF provided 4, NGOs 4, and 
the Government 1. SC-UK will deploy two trucks this week to close the gap. It is estimated that over 
13,150 people are benefiting from water trucking in the region, with an additional 1,800 from the 2 trucks 
to be deployed this week. 

• In Tigray, the water truck requirement remains at 11 trucks, with a gap of 3 trucks. Rehabilitation of 
water sources is being planned to help reduce the needs for water trucking. 
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Water Trucks Deployed by Region, Week of 18-24 October 

 

Refugee Response  

• The construction of the UNICEF/International Rescue Committee (IRC) supported 17kilometres piped-
water system in Bokolmayo camp is progressing well, with 9km remaining to be completed.  

• Since 15 October, heavy rains have blocked water trucking from river wells in Hiloweyn camp. In 
response, UNICEF has, in partnership with Oxfam, supporting the distribution of PUR water purifier 
sachets and the establishment of five tap stands.  

•  During the week, as part of the build-up for the Global Hand Washing Day and longer term 
programming, hygiene education was carried out and hand washing and IEC materials were distributed. 
UNICEF has deployed one female sanitarian to support these activities in the transit camp. 

• Due to the heavy rains and cancelled flights, the Global Hand Washing Day celebration in the camps 
has been rescheduled for 5 November.  

• World Vision and the Regional Water Bureau conducted water quality monitoring tests and chlorination 
in the Tongo water reservoir. UNICEF provided water quality testing kits and chemicals for 
chlorination/treatment. 

• At the Adamazin Transit Centre, IRC installed two Emergency Water Kits provided by UNICEF that are 
distributing 15,000 litres per day for refugees. UNICEF also provided UNHCR and IRC with water 
purification and treatment chemicals for use at the Transit Centre.   

Education 
 
Response in drought affected regions 

• UNICEF is supporting the Somali Regional Education Bureau (REB) with water supplies for 15 schools, 
benefiting 1,527 students in the drought-affected woredas of Geladi and Bokh.   

• UNICEF has identified over 600 trainees who will benefit from the planned Training of Trainers (TOT) in 
Education in Emergency (EIE) package, which includes sessions on disaster risk reduction and 
psychosocial support, in Oromiya Region. 

• More than 5,000 students in Benishangul Gumuz will benefit from catch-up classes and tutorials 
supported and organized by the EIE taskforce led by the REB. The school start for these students was 
delayed, as schools were occupied by Sudanese refugees.  

• During the reporting period, flood-affected woredas in Gambella Region received 40 schools-in-a-
cartoons, 50 packs of pens, 93 gross of chalk, 5 blackboards, 308 exercise books, and 2,716 student 
textbooks. UNICEF has also mobilized materials for the rehabilitation of flood-destroyed classrooms.  

Refugee Response  

• A distribution plan has been finalized for the 30,000 UNICEF-provided students’ kits.  Melkedida and 
Bokolmayo camps will each get 7,500, Hiloweyn 7,000 and Kobe 6,500. The remaining 1,000 will serve 
as contingency.  

• So far UNICEF has trained 45 of the teachers recruited by ARRA and Save the Children-US to provide 
primary education. ARRA is expected to recruit a total of 140 teachers.  

• In Benishangul Gumuz, UNICEF education supplies, including 50 school-in-a-box kits, were delivered to 
the Sherkole refugee camp primary school, benefiting 2,000 students. In the Tongo camp and Adamazin 
transit centre, UNICEF is setting up 9 school tents to benefit 400 student.  
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Child protection 

Response in drought affected regions 
 

• Two international child protection specialists have been recruited to support UNICEF partnership with 
UNHCR and other partners on child protection programme in the refugee camps, supporting 
programming for child protection in emergencies, including the coordination of child protection 
programming in drought-affected areas.  

Refugee Response 

• Nothing new to report 

FUNDING  
Table I:  Funds received as of 26 October2011, against the HAC 2011 (US$) 
Table I:  Funds received as of 26 October2011, against the HAC 2011 (US$) 

Sector 2011 Requirements 
(US$) 

Unfunded 

Amount Percent (%) 

Health 16,331,000 5,025,248 31% 

Nutrition 28,812,364 - - 

WASH 14,913,960 6,705,374 45% 

Education 9,704,704 4,804,110 49% 

Child Protection 4,520,000 3,807,822 84% 

HIV 700,000 700,000 100% 

Cluster Coordination 1,646,000 803,892 49% 

Total 76,628,028 15,715,567 20.50% 

 
 
 
NEXT SITREP: 

• Weekly strep – 2 November 2011 

  For further information, please contact 
 
 
Mr Ted Chaiban 
 
Representative  
UNICEF Ethiopia  
Country Office 
 
 
Telephone:  
+251 115184001 
E-mail:  
tchaiban@unicef.org  

 
Ms Patrizia Di 
Giovanni 
 
Deputy Representative 
UNICEF Ethiopia  
Country Office 
 
 
Telephone:  
+251 115184003 
E-mail:  
pdigiovanni@unicef.org 

 
Mr Shadrack Omol 
 
Chief, Field Operations 
& Emergency 
UNICEF Ethiopia  
Country Office 
 
Telephone:  
+251 115184284 
E-mail:  
somol@unicef.org 
 
 

 
Ms Alexandra 
Westerbeek 
 
Communication  Manager 
UNICEF Ethiopia  
Country Office 
 
 
Telephone:  
+251  911255109 
E-mail:  
awesterbeek@unicef.org 
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