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Ethiopia Drought Situation   

 In the Somali Region, seasonal rains have continued in areas which normally receive the Deyr rains. This 
has improved pasture conditions and water availability. Many areas are receiving normal to above normal 
rainfall. However, Ferfer woreda of Gode Zone and Harshin woreda of Jigiga Zone have only received 
light rains so far. In Oromiya Region, all lowland woredas of Borena and Guji zones are receiving regular 
Hagaya rains. On the other hand, drought-prone woredas of East Hararghe (such as Gola Oda and 
Kumbi) and West Hararghe (Hawi Gudina and Burka Dhintu) zones received only light rainfall. 

 Phase II of the sub-national measles campaign in the Somali Region has been completed in 13 out of 16 
targeted woredas. So far, an estimated 552,984 children (79.4%% of the target for Phase II) have been 
reached with measles vaccine. Concurrently, 201,271 children under five (74% of target) received polio 
vaccination.  

 During the past week, there were no suspected Acute Watery Diarrhoea (AWD) cases reported. The last 
cases reported were from Doboweyn on 7-8 November.  

 
Somali Refugee Situation 

 According to UNHCR, as of 14 November 2011, the Somali refugee population in the four Dollo Ado 
camps stands at 137,473, including 7,730 people in the transit centre. The average daily number of new 
arrivals for the week of 7-15 November stands at 119, a decrease from the previous week’s average of 
162 arrivals.  
 

Sudanese Refugee Situation (Blue Nile State) 

 According to UNHCR, as of 10 November, the registered refugee population in the two camps (Sherkole 
and Tongo) and the Adamazin transit centre has reached 18,098.  A large number of refugees who live 
with host communities are showing increasing interest to relocate to the two camps and transit centre. 
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EMERGING HUMANITARIAN ISSUES AND NEEDS 

Ethiopia Drought Situation  

 In the Somali Region, seasonal rains have continued in areas which normally receive the Deyr rains. 
This has improved pasture conditions and water availability. Many areas are receiving normal to above 
normal rainfall. However, Ferfer woreda of Gode Zone and Harshin woreda of Jigiga Zone have only 
received light rains so far. Water trucking in response to drought has stopped in the region. 

 In Oromiya Region, all lowland woredas of Borena and Guji zones are receiving regular Hagaya rains. 
On the other hand, drought-prone woredas of East Hararghe (such as Gola Oda and Kumbi) and West 
Hararghe (Hawi Gudina and Burka Dhintu) zones received only light rainfall; close monitoring of the 
situation continues in these areas. During the past two weeks, water trucking requirements in Oromiya 
has fallen from seven trucks to one.   

 Parts of Afar and Tigray regions are yet to receive rains. Trucking operations continue in these areas. In 
Afar, the current water trucking requirement is 13, with 11 trucks operational, leaving a gap of two. In 
Tigray, the water trucking requirement is currently eight trucks, with no gaps.    

 Following rains in parts of Somali Region, the water levels of Wabi Shebelle River have risen and 
seasonal flooding has been reported in parts of Charati woreda of Afdher zone. An assessment done by 
the zonal authorities in collaboration with NGO partners 29-31 October found that more than 3,300 
households are in the areas affected by the floods, while as many as 1,300 were temporarily displaced 
and in need of non-food items (NFI).  UNICEF and OCHA visited the affected areas on 11 November 
and reported that an estimated 677 households in Booco kebele have been displaced with some 620 
school children in the kebele currently studying under trees. NFIs have been pre-positioned in Gode and 
DPPB are planning for the distribution to affected families. 
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 During the past week, there were no suspected Acute Watery Diarrhoea (AWD) cases reported. The last 
cases reported were from Doboweyn on 7-8 November.  

 The Dershek Hussein religious festival started in Oromiya Region on 12 November, with more than 
700,000 participants. To date they are no reported cases of AWD. This is partially attributed to the 
preparedness activities. 

 The regional health bureaus from Benishangul Gumuz, Oromiya, and SNNP regions have reported 
increased number of malaria cases at or above the levels normally seen for the current peak malaria 
transmissions season. Health partners, including UNICEF, are currently assessing the situation and are 
increasing malaria prevention measures, including the distribution of mosquito nets.  

 Seasonal nutrition assessments are being planned for Oromiya (six surveys), SNNPR (six surveys) and 
Somali (three surveys) regions over November and December.  These are meant to strengthen the 
nutrition sector component of the upcoming Meher assessment by complementing the routine nutrition 
information from the Therapeutic Feeding Programmes.  

 
Somali Refugee Situation  

 According to UNHCR, as of 14 November 2011, the Somali refugee population in the four Dollo Ado 
camps stands at 137,473, including 7,730 people in the transit centre. The average daily number of new 
arrivals for the week of 7-15 November stands at 119, a decrease from the previous week’s average of 
162 arrivals.  

 The new camp, Buramino, with a capacity of 15,000, is scheduled to be operational as from next week. 
With the on-going rains in Dollo Ado the need to have this camp operational is urgently recognised by all 
partners as the shelter in the transit camp is not adequate to protect the refugees, especially children, 
from the inclement weather conditions. 
 

Sudanese Refugee Situation 

 According to UNHCR, as of 10 November the registered refugee population in the two camps (Sherkole 
and Tongo) and the Adamazin transit centre has reached 18,098. 

 
CLUSTER COORDINATION AND PARTNERSHIPS 
 
Education  

 The Regional Education Planning officers and the Emergency in Education (EIE) focal persons from 
Afar, Oromiya, Somali and Tigray regions are currently designing a disaster risk reduction strategy for 
drought-affected regions and woredas as well as revising the 2011 Education Emergency Preparedness 
and Response Plans (EPRP). UNICEF and the Education Cluster are providing technical support. 

 

PROGRAMME RESPONSE 

Nutrition:  
 

Response in drought affected regions 

 UNICEF has finalised the recruitment of six Therapeutic Feeding Programme monitors who will support 
the roll-out of Outpatient Therapeutic Programmes in the Somali Region. Four of the monitors were 
deployed to Shinile, Warder, Afdher, and Liban zones on 12 October, while the remaining two left for 
Degahbur and Fik zones on 15 November.  

 In the Somali Region, UNICEF together with the Regional Health Bureau (RHB) and the Regional 
Emergency Nutrition Coordination Unit finalized the projection of required therapeutic supplies for the 
last quarter of the year. In total, 19,585 of Ready-to-Use Therapeutic Food (RUTF) will be needed in the 
region until the end of the year.  

 During the reporting period, 250 cartons of RUTF were delivered to Warder Woredas’ OTP sites in the 
Somali Region. 

 In Afar Region, UNICEF provided 918 cartons of RUTF to the RHB to be used by SC-UK to implement 
nutrition response in 17 woredas.  

Refugee response  

 The Mobile Health and Nutrition Team (MHNT) in Kobe screened 281 children under five for 
malnutrition. Of the children screened, 27% were suffering from Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) and 
18% were suffering from Moderate Acute Malnutrition (MAM).  In Hiloweyn, 129 children were screened, 
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of whom 26% had SAM and 13% MAM. All the children were referred to the respective 
OTP/Supplementary Feeding Programme (SFP) centres.  

 
Health:  
 
Response in drought affected regions 

 Phase II of the sub-national measles campaign in the Somali Region has been completed in 13 out of 16 
targeted woredas. The remaining three woredas (Misao, Afdham and Harshin) are expected to complete 
their campaign end this week. The campaigns is targeting children 6months to 15 years, and so far, an 
estimated 552,984 children (79.4%% of the target for Phase II) have been reached with measles 
vaccine. Concurrently, 201,271 children under five (74% of target) received polio vaccination.  

 The Phase I measles campaign in Afar, Amhara, SNNP and Tigray regions is scheduled to start on 18 
November. UNICEF is supporting the micro-planning and the preparatory work for the campaign.  

 UNICEF has dispatched eight Emergency Drug Kits (EDK) to the Afar Regional Health Bureau. The 
EDKs will to be used by the three mobile health and nutrition teams working in the region. An additional 
team will be deployed this week to work in the drought-affected woredas of Kutuble, Sekoita and Teru. 
An estimated 11,000 people will benefit from this service.  

 Since there have been zero cases of AWD reported for the last three consecutive weeks, the Case 
Treatment Centre (CTC) in Kebridahar Woreda has been demobilised. In Doboweyn, the last AWD case 
was reported 7-9 November and the CTC is still kept in stand-by mode should new AWD cases be 
reported. 

 In response to the increasing number of malaria cases, indoor residual spraying (IRS) and house-to-
house treatment of malaria fever have started in Borena zone (Oromiya Region). In Benishangul 
Gumuz, the Regional Health Bureau and UNICEF have sent a team to assess the high incidence of 
malaria in the region and come up with recommendations for appropriate response.  

Refugee Response  

 During the reporting period, the two UNICEF-supported MHNTs conducted 653 health consultations and 
provided health education to 758 people in Hiloweyn and Kobe camps.  

 As the number of malaria cases continues to increase, UNICEF is supplying the two MHNT teams with 
Rapid Diagnostic Kits for case confirmation and ACTs (Coartems) for treatment.  

 In Benishangul Gumuz, three UNICEF supported MHNTs are operational in Kurmuk, Sherkole and 
Gubo and are providing health and nutrition services to both refugees and the host community.  
 

Water and Sanitation: 
 
Response in drought affected regions 
 
Water Trucks Deployed by Region, Week of 8-14 November  
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 The number of water trucks required for drought-affected areas reduced from 22 last week to 20 this 
week.  

 In Afar Region, the water trucking requirement is currently 13, with 11 trucks operational, leaving a gap 
of two. Government, with support from UNICEF, is supporting four water trucks; NGOs are providing 
seven. The number of people reported as benefitting from water trucking is nearly 15,000. The NGO PCI 
will fill the gap of two trucks in Kori Woreda this week.  

 In Tigray Region, the current water trucking requirement is eight trucks with no gaps; regional 
authorities, with UNICEF, are providing all of these. UNICEF is also supporting the regional authorities 
to rehabilitate non-functional water schemes.  

 Oromiya Region’s water trucking requirements decreased from seven trucks to one.  The one water 
truck in Oromiya is operating in West Arsi Zone (Shalla and Siraro Woredas) to supply water for 
malnutrition stabilization centres and Outpatient Therapeutic Programme (OTP) sites. An inventory of 
motorized water schemes in four zones (East Hararghe, Borena, Bale, and Guji) is underway. 

 In the Somali Region, there was no drought-related water trucking during the past week. However, two 
trucks are reported operational in Kalafo and Adadle woredas of Gode and Afdher zones, respectively. 
Water trucking is also reportedly on-going on parts of Wardher Zone. In the three zones, though not 
confirmed, the indications are these are areas that have communities from Somalia staying within the 
host community. 

 The NGOs SC-UK, ADRA and CHF are supporting the Regional Water Bureau to rehabilitate and/or 
develop new sustainable birkads, hand dug wells, and boreholes in chronically drought-affected portions 
of the Somali Region. 

Refugee Response  

 UNICEF has been requested to provide water storage capacity, using 10,000 litre bladders currently 

stored at Hiloweyn camp in Dollo Ado. 

 UNICEF is organizing an Emergency Water Treatment (EmWAT) Kit training for approximately 15 

technicians from implementing partner agencies. The training will take place at Buramino Camp next 

week.  

 A Global Hand Washing Day event was successfully held in Hiloweyn and Kobe camps and in the 

Transit Centre on 9 November. Hand washing kits were placed at water points, and key hygiene and 

sanitation messages were communicated in the local language during the campaign.   

 As the number of people relocated in camps and the transit centre is increasing in Benishangul Gumuz, 

existing water resources are becoming more stressed. There is also a limited number of WASH 

implementing partners, IRC and World Vision being the only two operating at the camps and in the host 

communities.  

 At Sherkole Camp, IRC is providing WASH services for the camp, with only one functional deep well. 

UNICEF and IRC are partnering to install four additional deep wells. 

 Tongo Camp accomodates nearly 6,300 people. World Vision Ethiopia is providing approximately 

50,000 litres of water per day to the refugees; additional water sources are urgently needed, as well as 

additional tap stands. 

 At the Adamazin transit centre, 2,956 refugees are present. UNICEF has provided three EmWatKits 

currently being run by IRC. Production of water has increased to 60,000 litres daily which is more than 

sufficient to serve the current number of refugees with 15-20 lpd. However, the current water source, the 

Tumut River, will likely dry up in the coming months. Under a project cooperation agreement with IRC, 

UNICEF will support drilling of additional deep wells for the Adamazin transit centre.  

 Kurmuk, Sherkole and Gubo Woredas are hosting many asylum seekers; in affected kebeles there is a 

reported shortage of water and a worsening sanitation situation. UNICEF and LWF will scale up 

community mobilization and Community-lead Total Sanitation (CLTS) in the transit area during the 

coming week  

 UNICEF is supporting rehabilitation of non-functioning water schemes in the three woredas. More than 

7,400 in host communities are expected to benefit from the repaired water points. 

 Water quality teams were deployed in three woredas where large numbers of refugees have settled with 

host communities. The teams trained HEWs on how to use household water treatment chemicals. 

 Health workers from Gubo, Sherkole, and Mao Komo Woredas (six persons) attended emergency 

hygiene promotion training organized by RHB in collaboration with UNICEF. They will in turn support 

Mobile Health Teams deployed in these areas, undertaking hygiene promotion activities. 

 

Education 
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Response in drought affected regions 

 In Afar Region, UNICEF conducted training on Rapid Assessment of Learning Spaces (RALS) for 13 
experts (two females) from the Regional Education Bureau, the regional advisors within the Federal 
Ministry of Education (MoE) and Bureau of Finance and Economic Development (BOFED).   
Additionally, REB and EiE consultants are currently undertaking a joint supportive monitoring visit in four 
Woredas (Elidaar, Bidu, Kori, and Erebti) affected by drought to identify impact - as well as gaps - of 
education in emergency interventions. 

 
Refugee Response  

 More than 12,000 Somali refugee children are attending Early Child Development (ECD) and primary 
school services in the four refugee camps in Dollo Ado. Learners’ kits distribution is underway with more 
than 4,000 school children having received kits.  

 Approximately 50 temporary classrooms have been set up in Kobe and Hiloweyn camps using UNICEF 
supplied tents. UNICEF will also provide 30 tents of 72 msq to World Vision for temporary learning 
spaces in the new Buramino camp. UNICEF is supporting the printing of 90,000 text books for the 
refugee children in Dollo Ado. 

 In Benishangul Gumuz, three UNICEF tents were erected in Adamazin transit camp to benefit 300 
students.    

 Five pre-schools are already in place in Sherkole camp, with 27 teachers and 1,036 children (534 boys 
and 502 girls) attending. Almost 1,800 children (70% boys) were reached with education supplies.  

 In Gambella Region, education has started for the Akobo IDPs. Over 5,300 children (3231 boys and 
2063 girls) are attending primary school in two temporary learning centres.  UNICEF has supported the 
provision of education supplies to Tergol town (the capital of Akobo). The supplies include four schools-
in-a-cartoons and 507 textbooks to benefit 2,079 students (1,249 boys and 830 girls). 

 
Child protection 

 
Refugee Response 

 This week, the relocation of 12 more unaccompanied minors (UAMs) and four separated children (SC) 

to the camps was completed. The children were provided food items and NFIs such as sleeping mats 

and blankets. 

 Regular camp-level child protection meetings for implementing partners have been re-activated and will 

now be held more sustainably on a bi- weekly basis.  

 

Communication for Development 

 Around 500,000 people in three woredas (Alaba, Alaba Zuria, and Dilla) of SNNP Region were reached 
through AV and IEC messages on AWD, hygiene and sanitation, routine EPI, nutrition and malaria. 

 UNICEF provided training to 125 religious leaders from Afar, Amhara and SNNP on nutrition/EPI 
promotion, hygiene/sanitation and AWD preventions. The religious leaders will convey messages 
(developed by program communication team) during their day-to-day religious teachings, both in 
households and at religious institutes.  

 
FUNDING  
 
Table I:  Funds received as of 16 November 2011, against the HAC 2011 (US$) 
 

Sector 
2011 Requirements 

(US$) 

Unfunded 

Amount Percent (%) 

Health 16,331,000 5,025,248 31% 

Nutrition 28,812,364 - - 

WASH 14,913,960 6,705,374 45% 

Education 9,704,704 4,804,110 49% 

Child Protection 4,520,000 3,807,822 84% 

HIV 700,000 700,000 100% 
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Cluster Coordination 1,646,000 803,892 49% 

Total 76,628,028 15,715,567 20.50% 

 
 
NEXT SITREP: 

 23 November 2011 

  For further information, please contact 
 

 
Mr Ted Chaiban 
 
 
Representative  
UNICEF Ethiopia  
Country Office 
 
 
Telephone:  
+251 115184001 
E-mail:  
tchaiban@unicef.org  

 
Ms Patrizia 
DiGiovanni 
 
Deputy Representative 
UNICEF Ethiopia  
Country Office 
 
 
Telephone:  
+251 115184003 
E-mail:  
pdigiovanni@unicef.org 

 
Mr Shadrack Omol 
 
 
Chief, Field Operations 
& Emergency 
UNICEF Ethiopia  
Country Office 
 
Telephone:  
+251 115184284 
E-mail:  
somol@unicef.org 
 
 

 
Ms Alexandra 
Westerbeek 
 
Communication  Manager 
UNICEF Ethiopia  
Country Office 
 
 
Telephone:  
+251  911255109 
E-mail:  
awesterbeek@unicef.org 
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