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Ethiopia Drought Situation   

 The national measles supplementary immunization activities plan targeting 6.9 million children 6 
months to 15 years of age in 134 hotspot woredas was endorsed on 23 September 2011 by the 
Federal Ministry of Health.  The subnational measles campaign began on 25 September in the 
worst-affected districts bordering Somalia. Ten of 18 districts targeted in the first phase have 
reported preliminary (intra-campaign) progress, reaching thus far, 120,736 children with measles 
vaccine (6 months-15 years) and 53,134 children under-five years of age with polio vaccine. It will 
continue to be conducted in Afar, Amhara, Oromiya, SNNP and Tigray regions during the month of 
October. 
 

 During the month of August, 27,538 children with severe acute malnutrition (with 84% reporting rate)   
have been admitted to therapeutic feeding programme (TFP) in Amhara, Afar, Oromiya, Somali, 
SNNP, and Tigray  regions. This is a 6% decrease from the 29,402 children admitted in July 2011. 
All regions showed declining TFP admissions except for Oromiya Region. 

 
Somali Refugee Situation 

 According to UNHCR, as of 4 October 2011, the Somali refugee population in the four Dollo Ado 
camps and the transit center stands at 126,532 (125,384 in four camps and 1,148 in transit 
centre).  
 

 Latest mortality rates indicate a stable situation in Kobe camp with the Crude Mortality Rate at 0.4 
per 10,000 per day and U5MR at 0.8. The mortality rates in Hiloweyn camp remain above the 
emergency threshold of CMR at 1.2 and U5MR at 3.1.  Overall, the nutrition situation continues to 
improve. ARRA, UNHCR and partners including UNICEF are currently planning a nutrition survey 
in all the camps to be launched in mid-October. 
 

Sudanese Refugee Situation (Blue Nile State) 

 According to UNHCR, the profile of the Sudanese refugees coming into Ethiopia has changed; 
more of the people crossing the border are families coming with household goods and livestock. 
They also seem more willing to go into Sherkole camp, in Benishangul Gumuz Region. To date, 
over 4,360 refugees have been registered. The new camp, Tongo, is ready and is expected to 
start receiving people from 7 October.  
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EMERGING HUMANITARIAN ISSUES AND NEEDS 

Ethiopia Drought Situation  

 Overall, rains have progressed well in Oromiya Region with an increased geographical coverage. Low to 
medium rainfall with good coverage has been reported in most woredas of the region. Livestock physical 
performance is improving in most woredas due to the improved water and pasture situation in the 
region. However, in zones like Bale (Dawe Serer, Rayitu, Mede Wolabo, Dawe kachen, Saweyna 
woredas) and the low land parts of Guji, there is still a critical water shortage.  In response, five trucks 
have been sent to Bale zone to start water trucking. 
 

 Rains continue over parts of Jigiga, Shinille and Fik zones in the Somali Region. Water availability in 
most parts of Afar region has significantly improved due to the Karma rains. However, the north and 
north-eastern part of the region remains dependant on water trucking. Tigray received patchy rainfall.  
 

 In Amhara region, a multi-agency assessment was conducted during the week in Fogera woreda to 
assess the impacts of the overflow of Tana Lake. According to the assessment report, approximately 
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4,000 households in three kebeles have been affected with 38 water schemes flooded. Another 
assessment conducted by UNICEF and the Regional Education Bureau revealed that in South Gondar 
1,992 students (758 girls and 1,234 boys) in grades 1-8 and Alternative Basic Education Centers 
(ABECs) are affected by the overflow of Tana Lake and cannot attend classes. Rains have now abated 
and the water levels are now slowly receding. No major health outbreaks are reported within the flood-
affected communities.  
 

 In the Somali Region, the Wabishebele River level is increasing and flash flooding was reported in Kirkot 
and Gunadago woredas. An estimated 700 livestock were lost. The number of affected households is 
not yet known. More flooding is expected in the region. 
 

 AWD continues to be reported from Kebridahar, Somali Region. After a significant drop in cases 
concurrent with the arrival of good rains, there has been a slight increase in cases in the last day. CTC, 
case finding and disinfection interventions remain active. The overall case fatality rate remains below 
1% (0.8%). 

 

 In drought-affected woredas of Bale, Raitu, Dawekechen, Dawesarar woredas (Oromiya Region), many 
families have migrated and their children are currently not attending school. School registration figures 
indicate that enrolment is much lower than last academic year, with records as low as 20%. Families 
remaining in the affected woredas tend not to send their children to school because of financial 
challenges. 
 

 The use of 18 school buildings by Sudanese refugees continues in Benishangul Gumuz specifically in 
Kurmuk, Sherkole and Guba woredas affecting the attendance of an average of 60%of  Ethiopian 
children enrolled in primary and secondary schools in those areas. In Sherkole Refugee camp, where 
some children were enrolled, more than 500 children are still in urgent need of education services.  

 
Somali Refugee Situation  

 According to UNHCR, as of 4 October 2011, the Somali refugee population in the four Dollo Ado camps 
and the transit centre stands at 126,532 (125,384 in four camps and 1,148 in the transit centre). Out of 
the 125,384 refugees in the four camps, 66,908 (53.4%) are women.  
 

 Latest mortality rates indicate a stable situation in Kobe camp with the Crude Mortality Rate at 0.4 per 
10,000 and U5MR at 0.8. The mortality rates in Hiloweyn camp remains above the emergency threshold 
of CRM at 1.2 and U5MR at 3.1.  Overall nutrition situation continues to improve. UNHCR and partners 
including UNICEF are currently planning a nutrition survey in all the camps to be launch in mid-October.  

 

Sudanese Refugee Situation  

 UNHCR estimates that 25,000 refugees have crossed the border into Ethiopia since 3 September 2011. 

 According to UNHCR, the profile of the Sudanese refugees coming into Ethiopia has changed. Before 
most of the people were hardly bringing anything with them, now, more of the people crossing the 
border are families coming with household goods and livestock. They also seem more willing to go into 
Sherkole camp, in the Benishangul Gumuz region. To date, over 4,360 refugees have been registered. 
A new camp, Tongo, is ready and is expected to start receiving people from 7 October.  
 

 The number of incoming refugees is increasing and most prefer to live with host communities, sharing 
their resources. As a result, water is becoming scarcer, and open defecation is becoming an increasing 
problem. 

 

CLUSTER COORDINATION AND PARTNERSHIPS 

Refugee task Force meeting 

 UNICEF attended the refugee task force meeting, co-chaired by ARRA and UNHCR,that was held in 
Addis Ababa on October 4. At the meeting partners were requested to provide the necessary support to 
the new camps under preparation, i.e. Tongo in Assossa and Buramino in Dollo Ado. There will be a 
high level UNHCR/ARRA performance monitoring mission in Dollo Ado later this month.  
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Education 

 UNICEF, SC UK and the Ministry of Education are in the process of reinforcing cluster coordination.  
The government has appointed a new Education in Emergency (EiE) expert as sector coordinator in 
Addis Ababa.  UNICEF will provide the technical support. 

 In Benishangul – Gumuz, an EiE taskforce was established at regional and woreda level. Partners are 
currently reviewing TORs and mapping cluster capacity.  

 
PROGRAMME RESPONSE 
 
Nutrition 
 
Response in drought affected regions 
 

 During the month of August, 27,538 children with severe acute malnutrition (with 84% reporting rate)   
have been admitted in the Therapeutic Feeding Programme (TFP) in Amhara, Afar, Oromiya, Somali, 
SNNP, and Tigray  regions. This is a 6% decrease from the 29,402 children admitted in July 2011. All 
regions showed declining TFP admissions except for Oromiya region, which was relatively static with a 
slight increase of 4% dues to an increase in five zones which have still not received sufficient rains, 
notably Bale, Guji, Borena, East Hararghe and West Hararghe.  SNNP region admissions had a 
reduction of 25%, Tigray 36%, and Somali 17%. Both cure and death rates are within the accepted 
national and Sphere standards. 

 
Table 1: Admissions of children with SAM in TFP – August 2011  

Month Admission % Cure % Death % Report completion 

Jan-11 15,805 80.5% 0.7% 83.6% 

Feb-11 17,204 80.9% 0.8% 81.4% 

Mar-11 22,286 82.4% 0.7% 84.7% 

Apr-11 26,578 80.5% 0.9% 84.2% 

May-11 38,566 81.8% 0.7% 82.9% 

Jun-11 36,164 82.9% 0.7% 86.3% 

Jul-11 29,402 84.8% 0.4% 81.2% 

Aug-11 27,538 85.9% 40.0% 81.8% 

Jan-Aug 2011 221,655 82.9% 0.6% 84.3% 

 

 In Afar, SC-UK conducted a standard nutrition survey in Elidar, Buremudaitu and Megalla with financial 
and technical support from UNICEF. A survey will also be conducted in Dollo woreda.  The results of the 
surveys are yet to be released.  They will inform the need for further nutrition intervention.  UNICEF and 
the government are strongly advocating for SC-UK to start its planned nutrition intervention as soon as 
possible in 17 woredas.  

 Emergency Infant and Young Child feeding posters and brochures have been developed and dispatched 
to the Somali Regional Health Bureau. 

 
 

Refugee response  
 

 UNHCR and UNICEF discussed effective implementation modalities and basic resource requirements 
for the Infant and Young Child Feeding (IYCF) programme. The IYCF specialist from UNICEF will be 
returning to Dollo Ado next week to provide continued technical support to partners.  

 An Emergency Infant feeding brochure and poster have been developed by UNICEF and are ready for 
distribution to refugees in Dollo Ado. A total of 200 posters and 1000 brochures will be sent this week. 
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Health:  
 
Response in drought affected regions 
 

 The national Measles SIA plan targeting 6.9 million children 6 months to 15 years of age in 134 hotspot 
woredas was endorsed on 23 September 2011 by the Federal Ministry of Health (MoH).  The 
subnational measles campaign began on 25 September in the worst-affected districts bordering 
Somalia. Ten of 18 districts targeted in the first phase have reported preliminary (intra-campaign) 
progress, reaching thus far, 120,736 children with measles vaccine (6 months-15 years) and 53,134 
children under-five years of age with polio vaccine.  

 To encourage a combined measles / OPV campaign with neighbouring regions, the MoH has issued 
instructions to Oromiya and SNNP regions to begin preparing for a combined campaign in the 
concerned districts starting 21 October 2011. An additional 14 SIA facilitators are being recruited to 
support the work of the 12 that are already deployed to support micro planning, and the implementation 
and monitoring and evaluation of the supplementary immunization activities. 

 Response to the on-going AWD outbreak continues in Kebridahar with case finding and management, 
disinfection interventions. However, pre-emptive efforts to monitor neighbouring woredas are also being 
proposed.  

 Creative message development and script writing training has been given to 50 youth in Somali region, 
Jigiga. The purpose of the training is to capacitate youth who are members of youth clubs in Jigiga and 
surrounding areas with effective dissemination of hygiene and sanitation as well as AWD prevention 
messages to community groups in a creative and innovative manner. 

 A video on hygiene and sanitation for Muslim pilgrims has been finalized.  The main focus of the video is 
to serve as a tool for Muslim religious leaders in their day to day preaching and religious services on 
hygiene and sanitation.  

 
Refugee Response  

 

 During the week, polio vaccination and MUAC screening of children under five in Hiloweyn refugee 
camp was discussed with the MSF-Holland medical coordinator. UNICEF and MSF-Holland health 
officers developed a micro plan and agreed on the next steps. Around 6,500 children under five are 
targeted to be reached during the campaign, which is planned for October 15-17. In addition to MUAC 
screening and polio vaccination, the status of measles vaccination will be checked as well.   

 A measles (6 months-15 years) and polio (0-59 months) campaign has begun targeting all Sudanese 
refugees recently arriving in the country. In one woreda where the activity has begun in five sites, 
preliminary reports indicate that 410 children have been vaccinated. 

 UNICEF dispatched an additional 2,400 long lasting impregnated nets and Vitamin A to the regional 
Health Bureau (RHB) in Assossa (Benishangul Gumuz) for the refugees.  

 
 
Water and Sanitation 
 
Response in drought affected regions 
 

 The water trucking requirement continued its recent pattern of incremental increases in woredas 
where drought continues. This week’s estimated requirement is 157 trucks nationally as opposed to 
139 trucks last week. Currently, 128 trucks are operating leaving a gap of 25 trucks. 
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Water Trucks Deployed by Region, Week of 26 September-4 October 2011 

 

 In the Somali Region, there is a requirement of 88 trucks, of which 74 are currently deployed. Of 
these, UNICEF through the government is providing 33 trucks and the NGOs are supporting 41, 
leaving a gap of 14 trucks. The increased water trucking requirement is linked to a doubling of the 
needs in Moyale and Hudet woredas of Liben zone. UNICEF will provide an additional 10 trucks and 
NGOs will provide 4 trucks to close this gap. 

 In Oromiya Region, there has been an increase in water trucking requirements in the past weeks; 
current requirements are 55 trucks in three zones up from 43 trucks in the previous week. 
Government and UNICEF are providing 11 trucks, with NGOs providing 36. There is a gap of eight 
trucks. IRC plans to increase its trucking support to fill the gap. 

 In Afar Region, recent karma rains have improved access to water. However, it has failed to reach 
the northern and north-eastern parts of the region. Current water trucking requirements are seven 
trucks in two zones (down slightly from the previous week) supported by government and UNICEF 
with no gaps.  

 In Tigray, there have been no recent rains in drought-affected woredas. The current water 
requirement stands at seven trucks. Government and UNICEF are supporting three with a gap of 
four trucks. 

 As part of the AWD preparedness in Afar Region, emergency water treatment chemicals have been 
provided to Amibara woreda (AWD hotspot). Regional Water Resources Bureau distributed the 
WASH items and water purification chemicals to AWD prone woredas, including 20,000 sachets of 
household water treatment chemicals to Amibara Woreda. There are no gaps in WASH supplies in 
all areas where there have been reported cases of AWD.  

 UNICEF has sent a hygiene promotion officer to Kebridahar (Somali region) to provide additional 
support on outreach communication activities and training.  

 At Gishen Mariam in Amhara region where around 500,000 pilgrims gather for a religious 
celebration in early October, WASH partners intensified their preparedness and prevention 
activities.  UNICEF has provided large quantities of WASH supplies for the event while local 
government offices and local organizations have conducted AWD preparedness training. UNICEF, 
Concern and SC UK have been directly supporting the AWD prevention and preparedness effort, 
including: constructing trench latrines and hand washing facilities; providing supplies and IEC 
materials; and providing incentives for volunteers. So far, no major WASH related health problems 
have been reported. 

 In response to seasonal flooding, UNICEF has provided emergency wash items via the Regional 
Water Bureau to the Amhara region. Similarly, UNICEF has provided to SNNP region for flood 
affected woreda of Humbo and Shashego, water treatment chemicals and WASH supplies including 
jerry cans, buckets, and body and laundry soaps. Currently, there are no gaps in preparedness 
supplies both in Amhara and SNNP region. In Somali region (Gode area) flood conditions exist, but 
so far no official calls for support have been issued. 
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Refugee Response 
 

 IEC materials for Dollo Ado have been revised based on field experience and are being reprinted 
and dispatched to the site this week. Eight key hygiene and sanitation messages have been 
produced and will be disseminated in poster and leaflet form. 

 Global Hand Washing Day will be observed on 22 October in Dollo Ado. UNICEF is providing IEC 
materials and organisational support for this, along with other implementing partners. 

 In Kobe camp, the average water delivered per person has increased from 11 litres per day, per 
person last week to 15 litres per day, per person this week.  

 The sanitation situation is slowly improving; the per cent of refugee families with access to latrines 
exceeds 50% in Hiloweyn and Kobe camps, but is somewhat less that 50% in both Bokolmayo and 
Melkedida camps. The number of persons per drop-hole is being reduced due to the on-going 
latrine construction efforts, but is still in excess of 50 persons at all four camps.  

 Water transmission pipelines are making progress, but there have been delays which are being 
addressed by the implementing partners. Water trucking will continue in affected camps until the 
pipelines are completed.  

 The two Backhoe Loaders contracted by UNICEF have arrived and are currently operational under 
UNHCR supervision in Hiloweyn and Bokolmayo camps. The backhoe in Bokolmayo is currently 
being used to speed up pipe-laying efforts. The backhoe in Hiloweyn camp is working in conjunction 
with a UNHCR excavator for rehabilitation of the road from the river water extraction area to the 
camp. The UNICEF provided backhoe is also working on sanitation facilities.  

 UNICEF has selected 3 female Somali sanitarians to be recruited to support health education and 
hygiene promotion. 

 Intermón Oxfam will step up drought response in a number of kebeles in Dollo Ado as part of their 
PCA with UNICEF. Intermón will also construct 12 latrines for the Dollo Ado health centre. 

 In Benishangul Gumuz, UNICEF will support IRC (through a PCA) for WASH in the two transit 
centres (Famathere & Ademazine), as well as for an additional water source construction for 
Sherkole camp. IRC have provided WASH supplies for the 3,061 refugees at the Sherkole camp. 
World Vision Ethiopia will help expand the existing Tongo town water supply to the new (planned) 
refugee camp there. 

 A total of 250,000 of household water treatment chemicals were provided by UNICEF; so far, 70,000 
sachets have been distributed to communities in three affected Woredas where refugees are co-
located so they can also access these. 

 
Education 
 
Response in drought affected regions 
 

 UNICEF has prepositioned education supplies for 10,000 studens in the Borena zone of Oromiya to 
respond to the drought emergency. UNICEF and the regional government are collaborating to 
improve water rationing at school level in the affected woredas and kebeles with the objective of 
retaining children and their families.  

 The EiE consultant carried out an assessment on the EiE situation in Afar, specifically the five hot 
spot woredas of zone two (Abala, Erebti, Megale, Erebti and Koneba); and supported the education 
advocacy campaign to admit and retain school age children in primary schools/ABECs.  Additionally, 
UNICEF is currently supporting the local authorities to prioritize schools in water supply and 
distribution.  

 In Gambella, the Regional Education Bureau and the Woreda Education Office are in the process of 
renovating 20 classrooms using iron sheets and nails provided by UNICEF. UNICEF is supporting 
the rehabilitation of 20 temporary learning centres established for Akobo IDPs in Wantewa woreda.   
 

 
Refugee Response  
 

 In Dollo Ado camps, UNICEF has delivered 20,000 learners’ kits and Eearly Childhood 
Development kits sufficient for 4,000 children  

 ARRA, UNICEF and partners have begun teacher training targeting 50 teachers for the Dollo Ado 
camps.  UNICEF has advocated for the recruitment of additional teachers (specifically for Kobe and 
Heleweyn) and registration of children in schools with a view to resume learning activities on 10 
October as per ARRA’s decision.  
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 In Dollo Ado UNICEF is currently engaged in the provision of technical support to government for 
the construction of 4 primary schools in: Bokolmayo (1); Melkedida (2); and Hiloweyn (1) camps. A 
UNICEF engineer consultant supported the assessment of sites in the 3 camps for permanent 
school construction. Based on the findings, site plan drafts have been initiated by ARRA. In addition, 
sites for 2 primary schools to be constructed for the host communities in Bokolmayo and Melkedida 
have been selected by the head of Dollo Ado Woreda Education Office in collaboration with 
UNICEF, the local kebele head and a group of community elders including women and school 
principals. 

 
Child protection 
 
Response in drought affected regions 
 

 Preparatory work continues to establish up to an additional 50 Community Care Structures (CCS), 
including  training for CCS members and community based para-social workers in 30 drought 
affected woredas in the Oromiya,  Somali , SNNPR and Tigray regions. The training of community-
based para-social workers has been delayed and will commence on 17 October 2011. 

 
Refugee Response  

 UNHCR, UNICEF and SC US agreed to start a child protection desk at the transit centre. UNHCR, 
UNICEF and SC US also discussed the possibility of having a play room for children at the transit 
centre. This option will be considered.  

 UNICEF, UNHCR and SC US agreed to organize a training on 6 October on child protection and on 
Identification Documentation, Tracing and Reunification of Unaccompanied and Separated children. 
UNICEF developed the training programme. UNHCR, UNICEF and SC US also agreed to start 
community mobilisation for Hiloweyn camp and in Kobe as preparation for the verification exercise. 

 UNICEF provided technical support to UNHCR and IMC in the designing of a training program for 
the prevention of sexual exploitation and abuse (PSEA) and sharing relevant materials. UNHCR, 
UNICEF and IMC agreed to start the training in Dollo Ado town and Melkedida camp from 6 to 8 
October targeting all humanitarian workers. UNICEF will facilitate some of the sessions on 6 
October. UNHCR and UNICEF also discussed how to develop an efficient reporting and 
investigation system by developing a community PSEA information sheet and conducting a PSEA 
training for community workers.  

 UNICEF drafted a child protection referral protocol and child protection referral form that will be 
discussed and reviewed at the next child protection coordination meeting on Monday.  

 
 
 

FUNDING  

Table I:  Funds received as of 4 October2011, against the HAC 2011 (US$) 
 

Sector 2011 Requirements (US$) 
Funds received as of 
(US$) 

Unmet requirements (US$) 

Health 16,331,000 10,077,357 38% 

Nutrition 28,812,364 34,943,243 - 

WASH 14,913,960 8,208,586 45% 

Education 9,704,704 4,900,594 49.5% 

Child Protection 
4,520,000 

                                
712,178  

84% 

HIV 700,000 0 100% 

Cluster Coordination 1,646,000 842,108 49% 

Total* 76,628,028 59,684,066 22% 
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NEXT SITREP: 

 Monthly Sitrep  (extended version)– 12 October 2011 

 
   For further information, please contact 
 

 
Mr Ted Chaiban 
 
 
Representative  
UNICEF Ethiopia  
Country Office 
 
Telephone:  
+251 115184001 
 
E-mail:  
tchaiban@unicef.org  

 
Ms Patrizia Di 
Giovanni 
 
Deputy Representative 
UNICEF Ethiopia  
Country Office 
 
Telephone:  
+251 115184003 
 
E-mail:  
pdigiovanni@unicef.org 

 
 Mr Shadrack Omol 
 
 
Chief, Field Operations & 
Emergency 
UNICEF Ethiopia  
Country Office 
 
Telephone:  
+251 115184284 
 
E-mail:  
somol@unicef.org 

 
Ms Alexandra 
Westerbeek 
 
Communication  
Manager 
UNICEF Ethiopia  
Country Office 
 
Telephone:  
+251  911255109 
 
E-mail:  
awesterbeek@unicef.org 
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