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Highlights

e On 25 February, six education workers, including a UNICEF education

consultant, were killed near Markounda while travelling to conduct a
training for com-munity teachers.

e UNICEF RRM partner Solidarités International organized in Nana Gribizi

prefecture the mechanism’s

first non-food items (NFI) fair, allowing 648

households recently returned in their villages to choose items that met

their specific needs.

e Despite growing tensions in
(89 girls) from the Petit Sém

Mbomou prefecture, 211 displaced children
inaire IDP site in Bangassou had free access

to the Sisters Private Elementary School, supported by UNICEF.

UNICEF Response with Partners

Key Programme Indicators

WASH: Number of affected people
provided with access to improved
sources of water as per agreed
standards

Education: Number of Children
(boys and girls 3-17yrs) in areas
affected by crisis accessing education
Health: Number of children under 5
in IDP sites and enclaves with access
to essential health services and
medicines.

Nutrition: Number of children aged
6-59 months with SAM admitted for
therapeutic care.

Child Protection: Children reached
with psychosocial support through
child friendly spaces

Sector/Cluster UNICEF

Cluster Cumulative UNICEF Cumulative
Target results (#) Target results (#)

900,000 55,500 600,000 55,500
94,400 53,298 85,000 44,784
500,000 2,477
27,961 2,630 27,961 2,630
200,000 15,798 100,000 15,798
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SITUATION IN NUMBERS

February 2018

1.3 million
# of children in need of humanitarian
assistance

2.5 million

# of people in need
(OCHA, February 2018)

693,932

# of Internally displaced persons
(OCHA, February 2018)

Outside CAR
546,000

# of registered CAR refugees
(OCHA, February 2018)

UNICEF Appeal 2018
US$ 56.5 million

Funds
received:

Carry-forward
ount: $4.9M




Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs

Several attacks and robberies against humanitarian partners were committed by armed groups, limiting humanitarian
access and assistance to the most vulnerable. On 25 February, six education workers, including a UNICEF consultant, were
murdered near Markounda, a remote area near the Chadian border while travelling to start a training for community
teachers. Following the attack, UNICEF supported its partners to restart education activities and provided them (NGOs
and members of the Ministry of Education) with psychosocial support.

In Paoua, 76,238 people having fled the surrounding rural areas are displaced in town, which has a population of about
40,000. Even though USD 2 million were allocated for the Paoua emergency response through the Humanitarian Fund,
this will not be sufficient to cover even the most urgent needs. The burden of the displaced population on the host
community is already a source of tensions, and may lead to conflict. The approaching rainy season could exacerbate the
already poor sanitation conditions. The lack of access to the fields due to insecurity during the growing season increases
the risks of food insecurity in the coming months. Thanks to joint efforts, education authorities, partners and UNICEF
supported the continuation of normal school activities in the 11 schools in Paoua. The integration of displaced children
into schools is ongoing with 5,123 displaced pupils (1,941 girls) attending school. 15 unaccompanied children (NA) were
reunited with their families.

In Bangassou, the security situation remained volatile. For months, armed groups have prohibited neighboring residents
to bring regular supply to the Petit Séminaire IDP site. Joint advocacy activities conducted towards armed groups by
UNICEF’s partner Enfants Sans Frontiéres and Sisters from the Catholic Church allowed the population to have access to
the IDP site and sell various essential items. 211 displaced children (89 girls and 122 boys) from the Petit Séminaire IDP
site now have free access for the rest of the year to the Sisters' private primary school, with UNICEF support. However,
no solution has been found yet to reintegrate the 108 high school students living in this site.

Estimated Population in Need of Humanitarian Assistance
(Estimates calculated based on initial figures from CAR Humanitarian Response Plan 2018)

Start of humanitarian response: 2013 |____Total | Male | __Female |

Total Population in Need 2,500,000 1,250,000 1,250,000
Children (Under 18) 1,300,000 650,000 650,000
Children Under Five 550,000 262,000 288,000
Children 6 to 23 months 270,000 128,000 142,000
Pregnant and lactating women 176,000

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination

UNICEF is a member of the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT), UN Country Team (UNCT) and Security Management Team
(SMT). UNICEF leads WASH, Nutrition, Education Clusters and Child Protection Sub-Cluster. The Government is an active
member of the WASH and Education Clusters, Child Protection Sub-Cluster and the Nutrition Cluster. Child Protection
Sub-Cluster covers all provinces directly or indirectly. Nutrition is paired with health and works through three Sub-Clusters
at the sub-regional level. The Education and WASH Clusters are also functional at the sub-regional level.

UNICEF hosts and coordinates the Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM). UNICEF also ensures that coordination between
the RRM program and the Inter-Cluster mechanism is effective and coordinated with the others responses. At the Cluster
level, UNICEF is an active member of the Health Cluster and, via the RRM coordinator, of the Shelter/NFl/Camp
Management Cluster. The RRM Coordinator is also a member of the Inter-Cluster Coordination team (ICC) in order to
ensure an efficient coordination between the RRM program and the humanitarian community.

Humanitarian Strategy

UNICEF prioritizes life-saving interventions and risk reduction for crisis-affected, displaced and returning people in CAR.
The Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) led by UNICEF provides non-food items and water, sanitation and hygiene support
to vulnerable people suffering from shocks. UNICEF is addressing preventable childhood illnesses, malaria, HIV and
malnutrition, and provides people with access to safe water and improved sanitation. UNICEF focuses on protection needs



of children, including their release from armed groups and their reunification with their families when separated or
unaccompanied, and provides the appropriate psychosocial support to vulnerable children. UNICEF contributes to give
access to children who are out of school to safe learning spaces and quality education. UNICEF works with line ministries
to reinforce the Government capacity in the humanitarian coordination, leadership and response. In coordination with
UNICEF regular programmes, the emergency responses contribute day to day in increasing people’s access to basic
services. Therefore, UNICEF aims at ensuring the best linkage between its humanitarian and development mandates and
capacities to ensure the best synergy between its emergency and development programs.

Summary Analysis of Programme Response

Nutrition

2,630 of severely acutely malnourished children were admitted for treatment since the beginning of 2018. Out of these
543 children were admitted in February, the SAM cure rate was 91.5 percent, the death rate was 1.2 percent and the
defaulter rate was 7.3 percent.

In February, 9,588 children were supplemented with Vitamin A and deworming and 2,835 pregnant and lactating women
(PLW) benefited Infant Young Child Feeding (IYCF) promotion. In total, 37,557 children (18,520 girls) under five and 1,914
PLW were screened for malnutrition during the month. Among them, 548 children (356 girls), including 82 children with
medical complications, were admitted and treated nationwide for severe acute malnutrition (SAM) and 2,561 for
moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) through 471 health centres (46.7% of the health centres nationwide). 884 pregnant
and lactating women benefited from counselling on appropriate infant and young child feeding practices. UNICEF is
planned to roll out this year a national SMART survey, however a rapid SMART nutrition survey was conducted in Zangba
(Basse Kotto prefecture) by Agence Humanitaire Africaine. The survey shows a global acute malnutrition (GAM) rate of
15.4 per cent and a SAM rate of 4.8 per cent — exceeding WHO classifications for a critical situation (SAM > 2 per cent). In
addition, a nutrition rapid assessment based on Mid-Upper Arm Circumference indicators was conducted in Amadagaza
Mambere Kadei prefecture with UNICEF support. The assessment shows a GAM rate of 11.7 per cent and a SAM rate of
3.9 per cent. There is an urgent need for SUS 1,400,000 to order 14,502 cartons of RUTF (50% of the annual pipeline) to
cover the gap from July to the end of the year to ensure that all children affected by SAM will receive a timely and adequate
treatment.

Health and HIV & AIDS

From 8 to 12 February, 17,300 children aged 0-59 months and 15,570 children aged 6-59 months from displaced and host
communities in Paoua were vaccinated against poliomyelitis and measles with the support of UNICEF and its partners
WHO, Doctors Without Borders France and Mentor Initiative. In total, 90% of children aged 0- 59 months and 89.2% of
children aged 6-59 months were respectively vaccinated against polio and measles.

With the support of UNICEF and WHO, 1,678 internally displaced persons in Kaga Bandoro had access to health care
services in the district hospital and in mobile clinics provided by IRC. Out of them, 905 received curative care (70% < 5 y).
The most common diseases treated were malaria (51%) and acute respiratory infection (30%). In addition, 208 pregnant
women attended at least one antenatal consultation. 27 pregnant and lactating HIV+ women and seven children born to
mother living with HIV received antiretroviral treatment through Prevention of Mother to Child Transmission services.

120 new cases of watery diarrhoea (45 per cent being children under five) including three deaths were recorded by the
health systems in Somboke and Ngoumourou. The analysis conducted by the Kaga-Bandoro district laboratory revealed
bacterial diarrohoea with Shigella (62.8%), Entamoeba hystolitica (28.6%), Schistosoma (5.7%). UNICEF and WHO
supported the response by providing supplies and hygiene sensitization, access to drinking water and reinforcement of
the epidemiologic monitoring.

UNICEF supported the Ministry of health and the National AIDS Committee to provide capacity building training to 82
adolescents living with HIV and 37 pregnant and lactating HIV+ women to reduce stigma, improve their adherence and
the retention across the continuum of care.

WASH

In Kaga Bandoro, Alindao and Bangassou, UNICEF, in collaboration with Direction Générale de I'Hydraulique (DGH),
JUPEDEC, and Caritas Bangassou, continued to maintain sanitation facilities in 42 IDP sites for 42,000 people. In addition,
1,080 households, including IDPs, returnees and host communities, received hygiene kits in Mobaye sub-prefecture. In
Paoua, Alindao and Mobaye, five boreholes (one manual drilling and three rehabilitated) provided 4,500 people with
access to safe water. In Alindao and Bangassou, emergency water supply (through pumping from boreholes, chlorination
and distribution) was ensured by partners JUPEDEC and Caritas for 4,300 people in IDPs sites. In Paoua, in coordination
with the National Agency for Water and Sanitation (ANEA), UNICEF constructed five boreholes (manual drilling) to provide
safe water to 3,000 people.



Education

UNICEF and education actors supported the Ministry of Education (MoE) to conduct an assessment on the impact of the
disruption of education activities to develop a strategy for a rapid resumption of school activities for displaced children
and host communities.

The Education Cluster started a dialogue with MINUSCA Child Protection section to improve communication and the
response in case of attacks targeting schools, education actors, teachers, and schoolchildren. Since January, nine schools
have been the target of attacks by armed groups affecting approximatively 2000 children. In addition, discussions are
underway with the World Bank to mobilize funding for EiE programming for the next three years.

Child Protection

In February, 165 children (76 girls) previously released from armed groups (Ex-Seleka coalition) in Kaga Bandoro and Bria
benefited from interim care and psychosocial support in Bambari and Kaga Bandoro. Out of them, 28 boys were
transferred to Bambari for their security and interim care in a transitional centre pending their family tracing and
reunification with UNICEF’s partner War Child.

During the reporting period, a total of 11,191 children (4,685 girls) benefited from recreational activities and psychosocial
support in child friendly spaces (CFS) and in community centres in Paoua, Bria, Kaga-Bandoro and Dekoa. These activities
were organised by UNICEF partners Association des Femmes Rurales de Batangafo pour le Développement (AFRBD),
Esperance, War Child, Plan International and Dekoa Social Affairs Service.

In Paoua, UNICEF with its partner AFRBD maintained eight CFSs to provide 3,432 children (1,383 girls) displaced by the
recent violence with a safe place and psychosocial support. In addition, 123 children (67 girls) received individual
psychological support because of their high levels of traumatization and behavioural disorder.

A total of 186 unaccompanied and separated children (82 girls) were identified in Paoua and Dekoa by UNICEF partners
AFRBD and Dekoa Social Affairs Department. Out of them, 16 children (12 girls) were reunified with their families. The
other children are being taken care by caregivers and foster families while their family tracing is ongoing.

In Ippy, Kaga-Bandoro and Bria, 16 cases of gender-based violence including sexual violence against women and children
(including five women, ten girls and one boy) aged between 2 and 68 years were registered by UNICEF partners Esperance,
IRC and Plan International in collaboration with the Social Affairs Department. All of them received holistic support
including medical reference and psychosocial support. UNICEF partners also registered nine cases of child marriage against
girls in Kaga-Bandoro. Follow-up is ongoing.

Rapid Respond Mechanism (RRM)

In February, RRM partners received six humanitarian alerts in the North-West (Ouham, Ouham-Pende, and Nana-
Mambere) and the central (Nana-Gribizi) parts of the country. Displacement of population took place in the north of CAR
due to violence between armed groups. Diarrhoea outbreaks were also reported in the central part of the country (RRM
partners received six new alerts). Five multi-secto assessments (MSAs) were conducted in Mbomou, Nana-Gribizi Nana-
Mambere, Ouham pende and Ouaka prefectures. RRM partners (Solidarites International, ACTED and ACF) proceeded to
three NFI distributions which benefited to and two WASH interventions. In February 2018, 14,321 persons have benefited
from NFI distributions and 8,152 from WASH interventions.

Media and External Communication

During the reporting period, the team focused on the launch of the global #EveryChild, Alive! campaign on newborns
mortality rates: CAR has the second highest rate in the world, with 1 in 24 children not surviving their first month.
UNICEF organised a press trip to Boali hospital, as well as a visit to Bangui Pediatric Hospital with French media RFI and
AFP. For RFI this resulted in a special show (Priorité Santé) that included a story on Boali and a live interview with Bangui’s
hospital director. AFP also filed a story. CAR CO also organised a press conference for national media.

The second focus was on the International Day of the child soldier: a press release was issued to mark the USD 500,000
contribution from the government of Japan.


http://www.rfi.fr/emission/20180220-mortalite-neonatale
https://www.sciencesetavenir.fr/sante/centrafrique-les-bebes-premieres-victimes-du-desert-medical_121372
http://fr.africatime.com/republique_centrafricaine/articles/rca-500000-dollars-du-japon-pour-soccuper-des-enfants-issus-des-groupes-armes

Security
The security situation remains volatile, significantly constraining humanitarian access across the country. Highlights in

February include:

The murder of six education workers including a UNICEF consultant ;

Confrontations between cattle herders and farmers along the transhumance track;

Ongoing confrontations between armed groups who wants to expand the area under their control;

Continuing intimidation, harassment, robbery and vehicle theft by armed criminals affiliated to armed groups
towards staff of humanitarian aid workers forcing some INGOs to suspend part of their activities (in Bria) leaving
the population without assistance;

Ongoing deteriorating situation in the far West (Gamboula — Amada-Gaza region), due to the returning of
suspected former armed group elements;

Funding

Generous contributions were received from the Government of Japan and the Spanish National Committee for UNICEF to
provide emergency support to the most vulnerable children in CAR. With the spread of the conflict leading to more
displaced persons in new areas, continued donor support is critical. As of 28 February, UNICEF has received over $2.8
million against the $56.5 million in the 2018 HAC requirements. Details are provided below. As UNICEF leads, notably, the

WAS

H Cluster and the Child Protection Sub Cluster, funding shortfall is particularly hampering effective coordination of

the emergency response in these sectors.

Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal of 2018)

UNIC
UNIC

Funds available* Funding gap
Appeal Sector Requirements Funds Received
Carry-Over
Current Year

Nutrition 7,800,000 300,000 156,576 7:343,424 94%
Health & HIV/AIDS 9,000,000 - 59,240 8,940,760 99%
o o

Wat_er, Sanitation, 5, F0.650 156,558 488,711 8,961,289 93%
Hygiene

Child Protection 8,900,000 1,145,502 377,766 7,376,732 83%
Education 8,000,000 600,000 256,051 7,143,949 89%
Rapid Response 3,574,739 7:494,164 64%
Mechanism 11,700,000 631,097

Cluster/sector o 1,500,000 100%

1,500,000

Coordination

_____

* Funds available includes funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward from the previous year.

EF CAR: www.unicef.org/infobycountry/CAR.html UNICEF CAR Facebook: www.facebook.com/UNICEFCAR
EF CAR Twitter: https://twitter.com/UNICEF_CAR UNICEF CAR Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal:

http://www.unicef.org/appeals/car.html
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