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ECONOMICS AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 

             Kayin State receives more visitors 

The Global New Light of Myanmar, 12 January 2018 

The number of visitors to Kayin State increased in the 2016-2017 fiscal year. Residents of Kayin 
State, located in south-eastern Myanmar, are primarily descended from the Kayin race and other 
minority ethnic groups. 

Tourist arrivals in Kayin State have increased annually. Authorities have upgraded the roads and 
bridges in the state, which are now open 24 hours. Tourists can visit Hpaan from Yangon and 
return in a day. 

In 2016, Kayin State received some 159,749 visitors. As of December 2017, some 225,311 visitors 
visited Kayin State. Most of the foreigners who visited Kayin State were from France, Germany, 
the Netherlands and China, according to the Hpa-an branch office of the hotels and tourism 
department. 

During peak season, many tourists visit Hpa-an, the capital of Kayin State. Mount Zwegabin, Kyauk 
Kalap, Paddamya Cave, Saddan Cave, Kawt Gun Cave, Bayit Nyi Naung Cave, Kawkathaung Cave 
and Hot Spring are famous tourist spots in the state. 

Link: https://issuu.com/myanmarnewspaper/docs/12_jan_18_gnlm 

Over 5,000 ethnic language teachers hired 

Myanmar Times, 10 January 2018 

A total of 5161 ethnic language teachers in basic education schools have already been appointed 
as teaching assistants, according to the department of Ethnical Literature and Culture. 

Ethnic languages teachers employed in schools are remunerated K30, 000 a month for part time. 
Once appointed as teaching assistants, the selected candidates will receive K3600 per day, the 
legal minimum wage, as they become employees of the education sector. As their salaries 
increase, so do their working hours. 

The teaching assistants were appointed by the Department of Basic Education at the end of 
December 2017 to improve the teaching and learning processes, thus raising efficiency in basic 
education and decreasing dropout rates in ethnic regions. 

The Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Ethnic Affairs met last August to convene for the 
appointment of ethnic language teachers as teaching assistants and called for applications in 
September.  

https://issuu.com/myanmarnewspaper/docs/12_jan_18_gnlm
https://issuu.com/myanmarnewspaper/docs/12_jan_18_gnlm
https://www.mmtimes.com/news/over-5000-ethnic-language-teachers-hired.html
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Over 10,000 ethnic language teachers applied for the positions with half of them being selected.  

The selection depends on the education ministry’s rules and laws. The latter requires candidates to have 
passed Grade 10 and to be between 18 and 35 years old.  

Current teaching assistants holding bachelor’s degrees will be appointed as permanent teachers at a later 

stage, once they complete the required training. 

Link: https://www.mmtimes.com/news/over-5000-ethnic-language-teachers-hired.html 

Persons holding over Ks2 million in CHDB can apply for low-cost apartment 

The Global New Light of Myanmar, 8 January 2018 

Persons holding more than Ks2 million in savings at the Construction and Housing Development Bank (CHDB) 
can apply to purchase a unit at Shwelinpan in Hlaingthaya Township and Kanaung Lowcost Housing in Dagon 
Seikkan Township starting from today, according to a recent announcement from the Urban and Housing 
Development Department. 

Interested buyers can apply from 8 January at 
Yangon Region Urban and Housing Development 
Department. Previously, those who had deposited 
30 per cent of the apartment’s value as down 
payment, have a regular income and could afford to 
make the monthly payment, were entitled to apply 
to buy the low-cost apartments, developed by the 
Rural and Housing Development Department under 
the Construction Ministry. The department has now 
scaled down the payment rate to 20 per cent, with 
the remainder to be paid under a long-term 
mortgage plan. 
 

Those who want to buy apartments under the instalment plan linking with CHDB, have to open a housing 
saving account, with an initial deposit of Ks10,000. They can purchase a low-cost housing unit at Shwelinpan, 
Yuzana, Kanaung housing from Dagon Seikkan Township and Myayinanda from Mandalay. 

 
The monthly saving amount has not been set, but holders need to make their monthly deposit, depending on 
their income. They can also enjoy 8.5 per cent of the interest rate.  

 
Link: https://issuu.com/myanmarnewspaper/docs/8_jan_18_gnlm 

Rural development dept aims to light up 1,300 villages this year 

Myanmar Times, 4 January 2018 

The National Electrification Project (NEP), a programme jointly implemented by the World Bank and the 
Department of Rural Development (DRD), will aim to provide power supply to a total of 1,334 villages in 2017-
18. 

The scheme will be implemented with solar power installation and grid system installation. 1,300 villages will 
have electricity from a solar home system per household, and the remaining 34 villages will receive electricity 
from a mini-grid system, according to U Khant Zaw, director-general at the DRD under the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Livestock, and Irrigation. The civil servant made the remarks during the NEP launching ceremony in 

https://www.mmtimes.com/news/over-5000-ethnic-language-teachers-hired.html
https://issuu.com/myanmarnewspaper/docs/8_jan_18_gnlm
https://issuu.com/myanmarnewspaper/docs/8_jan_18_gnlm
https://www.mmtimes.com/news/rural-development-dept-aims-light-1300-villages-year.html
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Nay Pyi Taw on December 28. 

The solar home system per household will be funded 
by the government and the community based on a 
proportion of the income of the people – villages that 
have installed the mini-solar systems will operate 
through 60pc of funds from the DRD, and 20pc from 
companies and citizens. 

The NEP will fully back the installation of lights for 
street lamps and public buildings. This project will 
priorities the villages, which are more than 10 miles 
(16.1 kilometers) away from the Mahar transmission 
line and will not be able to receive power for another 
decade. 

The project was initiated with a USD$400 million loan from the World Bank. 2016-21 has been marked as the 
first five-year phase for the project, which will continue until 2030, DRD director-general said. 

The NEP has set a target to offer 26,000 villages access to electricity within 15 years. In the first five years, it 
aims to provide power to 9,000 villages. 

Link: https://www.mmtimes.com/news/rural-development-dept-aims-light-1300-villages-year.html 

Overseas Karen Youths Observe Border Situation to Provide Assistance 

Karen News, 4 January 2018 

Karen migrant youths living abroad including the United States, Norway, the Netherlands and local Karen 
youths are cooperating in an observation program along the border areas and the refugee camps. They also 
provided their assistance there from December 27 to January 15. 

Led by Power Mentor group, a team of Karen 
youths who migrated to foreign countries is 
observing the actual situations of the Karen people 
living along the border area. According to Naw Tha 
Dah Hser, one of the youth leaders, they are 
cooperating with local Karen youths for mutual 
learning, and providing necessary assistance. 

“The Karen youths returned from abroad will learn 
experience of the local Karen youths and Karen 
youths from the border area will also learn from us 

mutually. Our main aim is [to enable] the local youths to lead [their communities] after we went back [home],” 
Naw Tha Dah Hser told Karen News. 

She added that the youths wanted delivering assistance directly to the public even though they could give their 
assistance from abroad via the leaders of local organizations. 

The youth team will be divided into three groups of medical outreach, leadership development, and community 
building to raise health awareness and provide medicine to the border area and refugee camps. They will carry 
out fieldwork and hold necessary meetings and exchange views with the public. 

https://www.mmtimes.com/news/rural-development-dept-aims-light-1300-villages-year.html
http://karennews.org/2018/01/overseas-karen-youths-observe-border-situation-to-provide-assistance.html/
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A total of 70 Karen youths from overseas, refugee camps, and the border area will meet with local Karen youth 
organizations based along the border and the leaders of the Karen National Union (KNU) and its departments. 
The youths will also carry out fieldwork in the area, according to the youth team. 

This was the third time ‘Power Mentor group’ led the excursion with the overseas Karen youths. More than a 
hundred Karen youths have already registered for the fourth program. 

Link: http://karennews.org/2018/01/overseas-karen-youths-observe-border-situation-to-provide-

assistance.html/ 

Myanmar Tourism Bank will open within six months: official 

Myanmar Times, 2 January 2018 

Myanmar Tourism Bank will begin operating within six months in Yangon, Mandalay and Nay Pyi Taw after a 
long delay to obtain approval from the government, said an official.  

In early December, the President’s Office directed the Central Bank of Myanmar to approve the opening of 
Myanmar Tourism Bank, Mineral Development Bank, Glory Farmer Development Bank, Mandalay Farmer 
Development Bank and Shwe Nann Saw Bank.  

At the initial stage, Myanmar Tourism Bank consists of 26 shareholders – hoteliers, travel and tour company 
owners. Other shareholders from the public will be invited to join once its license is approved by the Central 
Bank of Myanmar, U Yan Win, a shareholder of the bank told The Myanmar Times. 

Initiated during U Thein Sein’s government, K2 billion was raised to finance the Myanmar Tourism Bank to help 
promote the tourism sector, but it failed to get the necessary approvals from relevant authorities.   

Currently, there are five similar banks in operation, including the Myanmar Micro Finance Bank, Naypyitaw 
Sibin Bank and Construction and Housing Development Bank, which were granted permission to operate in July 
2013. 

Link: https://www.mmtimes.com/news/myanmar-tourism-bank-will-open-within-six-months-official.html 

66th anniversary of Kayah State Day to be celebrated in Loikaw 

The Global New Light of Myanmar, 3 January 2018 

The 66th anniversary of Kayah State Day is planned to be celebrated on a grand scale from 10 to 19 January at 
Kandayawady Grounds in Loikaw, Kayah State. 

The event will include booths which display local products ranging from food to handicrafts, cultural troupes, 
and a beauty contest, cycling competitions, a marathon challenge and traditional sports. The merrymakers will 
be entertained with song and dance by famous traditional performing troupes and comedians. 

Popular music bands such as the Emperor, the Three and Iron Cross will perform at the celebration. 
 
Link: https://issuu.com/myanmarnewspaper/docs/3_jan_18_gnlm 

National wage panel approves K4800 minimum wage 

Myanmar Times, 3 January 2018 

http://karennews.org/2018/01/overseas-karen-youths-observe-border-situation-to-provide-assistance.html/
http://karennews.org/2018/01/overseas-karen-youths-observe-border-situation-to-provide-assistance.html/
https://www.mmtimes.com/news/myanmar-tourism-bank-will-open-within-six-months-official.html
https://www.mmtimes.com/news/myanmar-tourism-bank-will-open-within-six-months-official.html
https://issuu.com/myanmarnewspaper/docs/3_jan_18_gnlm
https://issuu.com/myanmarnewspaper/docs/3_jan_18_gnlm
https://www.mmtimes.com/news/national-wage-panel-approves-k4800-minimum-wage.html
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The National Committee for Minimum Wage on 
Tuesday decided to set the basic daily salary of 
workers at K4800 or K600 per hour. 

The national committee will set the final figure once it 
has studied the objections, recommendations and 
suggestions for changes in consultation with workers 
and their employers, or their representatives, and 
table the conclusions to the union 
government.  Confirmation is expected within 60 days 
hence. 

The ongoing minimum wage is K3600, set in 
September 2012, but workers have been asking for a 
daily rate of K5600-6600. 

Ko Myo Zaw, a Confederation of Trade Unions of Myanmar member, argued that K5600-6600 was a more 
reasonable figure as workers struggle with high cost of living, especially in cities.  

Meanwhile, the Myanmar Labour Union Federation have objected the K4800 wage per day.  

The government and employers should survey the real living cost of workers and their families. They all should 
research whether the proposed K4800 is sufficient to cover the daily living cost of workers and their families, he 
added. 

Link: https://www.mmtimes.com/news/national-wage-panel-approves-k4800-minimum-wage.html 
 

Property taxes a small but lucrative target for reform 

Frontier Myanmar, 26 December2017  

Myanmar has the lowest tax take in Southeast Asia and one of the lowest in the world. Tax receipts are 
currently around 6 to 7 percent of GDP. This is much smaller than countries at similar levels of income; the 
rates in Cambodia and Laos, for example, are closer to 13 or 14 percent. 

The social and economic benefits of taxes have 
not been lost on the Union government. 
Reforms are underway to improve tax 
compliance and remove exemptions so that 
everyone pays their fair share and government 
budgets can grow. 

Municipal governments around the world rely 
on property taxes to fund urban services for a 
number of reasons. Land and buildings tend to 
be easily identifiable, so evasion is difficult. 
Only the urban residents that directly benefit 
from urban services pay the tax and people 
with more valuable properties pay more tax. 
They also provide a steady stream of own-

source revenue for municipalities that should grow over time as property values appreciate. 

https://www.mmtimes.com/news/national-wage-panel-approves-k4800-minimum-wage.html
https://frontiermyanmar.net/en/property-taxes-a-small-but-lucrative-target-for-reform
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Across Myanmar, property tax is paid by urban residents to municipalities every six months. These payments 
are different to other taxes and charges levied on property, such as stamp duty and capital gains taxes, which 
are collected by the Union government and/or only paid when a property changes hands. 

Good policy reform will be most fruitful if it is built on a platform of evidence, public engagement and strong 
administrative systems. The Union government has a role to play in providing strategic policy direction, but in 
this case it should leave reform and implementation to the states and regions. 

Link: https://frontiermyanmar.net/en/property-taxes-a-small-but-lucrative-target-for-reform 

Government extends loans to agriculture, construction, SME sectors 

Myanmar Times, 2 January 2018  

State-owned Myanmar Economic Bank (MEB) will 
extend medium term loans to companies in the 
agriculture, small and medium enterprise (SME) and 
construction sectors, the government said last week. 
The loans to these three sectors will be term loans 
of 3-5 years. 

The MEB will extend loans to the agriculture sector 
through the Myanmar Agricultural Development 
Bank (MADB). The latter will lend to agricultural as 
well as aquaculture businesses at an interest rate of 
9 percent.  

In the construction sector, the MEB will provide 
financing through the Construction and Housing Development Bank (CHDB), which will lend to the relevant 
businesses at an interest rate of 11pc.  

Link: https://www.mmtimes.com/news/government-extends-loans-agriculture-construction-sme-sectors.html 

Sugar traders switch to production, cultivation as glut abates 

Myanmar Times, 4 January 2018 

Sugar prices had all but collapsed after a 2017 ban on re-exporting to China left local traders in the lurch. 
However, prices have since stabilized as the glut 
lessened. More importantly, a larger number of 
domestic businesses have started producing sugar for 
local consumption. 

“Although sugar traders suffered huge losses due to the 
temporary ban in re-exporting sugar to China, this has 
forced them to start making more sustainable 
investments in the local sugar production industry,” U 
Win Htay, deputy chair of Myanmar Sugar and Sugar 
Related Products Merchants and Manufacturer’s 
Association, told The Myanmar Times. 

Meanwhile, demand from local consumers has started 
to rise and sugar mills are taking notice. Over the past six months, many have begun raising their production 
volumes to become more competitive. In the past, two sugar mills typically 

https://frontiermyanmar.net/en/property-taxes-a-small-but-lucrative-target-for-reform
https://www.mmtimes.com/news/government-extends-loans-agriculture-construction-sme-sectors.html
https://www.mmtimes.com/news/government-extends-loans-agriculture-construction-sme-sectors.html
https://www.mmtimes.com/news/sugar-traders-switch-production-cultivation-glut-abates.html
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produced up to 700,000 tonnes of sugar. In 2017, the same number of mills produced a million tonnes of sugar, 
U Win Htay said. 

Meanwhile, sugar prices have also improved, rising to K70,000 per tonne in the latest season compared to just 
K42,000 a tonne before.  

Similarly, larger swathes of land are being cultivated to grow sugarcane, which is crushed to produce sugar. A 

total of 2.66 million tonnes of sugarcane was crushed to produce 270,000 tonnes of sugar in the 2016-2017 

fiscal year, compared to 1.9 million tonnes in 2015-2016 and. In 2017-18, crushing volumes are expected to 

rise.  

Link: https://www.mmtimes.com/news/sugar-traders-switch-production-cultivation-glut-abates.html 

 

LAW AND GOVERNANCE 

By-elections expected again this year: UEC member 

Democratic Voice of Burma, 3 January 2018  

A member of the Union Election Commission has 
told DVB that Burma expects to hold another by- 
election in 2018, adding that the commission will 
plan the next poll to fill the vacant seats if the 
chambers of the respective parliaments request 

that the UEC do so. 

“I am saying that we expect to hold a by-election in 
2018,” said Aung Myint, the commission member. 

“There are five vacant seats in state and regional 
hluttaws [legislatures] and two vacant seats in the 
Lower House. Since there are seven vacant parliamentary allocations, in accordance with the existing laws, the 
commission has a responsibility to plan a by-election when the chairs of the relevant parliaments demand us to 
do so.” 

The commissioner did not offer a date for when the vote might be held. 

The seven vacant seats are in three states — Chin, Shan and Rakhine — and three regions: Bago, Sagaing and 
Mandalay. 

Link: http://www.dvb.no/news/elections-expected-year-uec-member/79075 

KNU calls for negotiation before electing new village administrators 

Burma News International, 2 January 2018 

The Karen National Union (KNU)’s Win-Yay Township in Dooplaya District released a notification to the local 
authorities on December 29 to negotiate with them, on the issue of electing new village administrators in 
Kyain-seikgyi Township, Karen State. 

https://www.mmtimes.com/news/sugar-traders-switch-production-cultivation-glut-abates.html
http://www.dvb.no/news/elections-expected-year-uec-member/79075
http://www.dvb.no/news/elections-expected-year-uec-member/79075
https://www.bnionline.net/en/news/knu-calls-negotiation-electing-new-village-administrators
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P’doh Saw Maung Shwe, chairman of the 
KNU’s Win-Yay Township, told KIC News on 
December 30 that the notification letter was 
issued due to lack of instruction for 
cooperation with the KNU over this issue. 

“We let know [the local authorities] as they 
failed to negotiate with us on electing new 
administrator. Negotiation must be held in line 
with the NCA (nationwide ceasefire 
agreement). It seems politically limited. Such 

kind of action seems disregarding the village administrators elected by the KNU a year ago,” he explained.  

Bilateral coordination has been specified in Section 25 (c) of the NCA. However, the government did not issue 
any instructions for coordination with the KNU. So, the KNU urged the local authorities to negotiate with them 
in order to avoid wrong procedures in the election and walk towards the peace goal together, according the 
KNU Win-Yay Township’s notification letter. 

Kyain-seikgyi Township has village-tract administrators elected by the government as well as there are village-
tract administrators elected by the KNU and the New Mon State Party (NMSP) in the areas under their controls, 
respectively. 

Supervisory boards have been formed to hold the village administrator election in 49 out of 51 village-tracts in 
Kyain-seikgyi Township and the election will be held within January, according to the township officials.  

Link: https://www.bnionline.net/en/news/knu-calls-negotiation-electing-new-village-administrators 

Myanmar Youth Policy released 

The Global New Light of Myanmar, 6 January 2018 

Myanmar’s youth, which makes up more than a third of the 

country’s population, will lead the way towards a better 

future, and an official policy promoting and nurturing youth 

will help, State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi said 

yesterday. 

The State Counsellor attended a ceremony in Nay Pyi Taw 

yesterday to introduce the Myanmar Youths Policy, which 

was developed to improve and elevate the role of youths in 

all sectors of the country. 

The youth policy draft formulated by youth representatives 
who were selected by regions and states was approved at 
the cabinet meeting of the Union Government on 11th 
November 2017. The Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and 
Resettlement, the Ministry of 

Health and Sports, the Ministry of Education and United 
Nations agencies also collaborated with youth 
representatives to develop the draft. In her speech at the 

https://www.bnionline.net/en/news/knu-calls-negotiation-electing-new-village-administrators
https://issuu.com/myanmarnewspaper/docs/6_jan_18_gnlm
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ceremony, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi urged all the people in the country to strive to boost their abilities. 

The new youth policy also focuses on issues related to education, health, drug hazards, job opportunities, 
economics, political research, literature, arts and culture. It also promotes youth centres and free youth 
associations that will help the youths through development programmes. 

The youth committee is tasked to review and amend the policy every year. 

The policy also prioritizes programmes for disabled youth, orphans, young migrant workers, youths who are 
victims of war or natural disasters, transgender youths, young ethnic people, child soldiers, victims of human 
trafficking, drug addicts, victims of AIDS, sex workers and victims of child sex abuse. 

Youths between 15 and 19 makes up 9.20 per cent of the country’s population, youths between 20 and 24 
makes up 8.61 per cent, youths between 25 and 29 makes up 8.25 per cent and youths between 30 and 34 
make up 7.7 per cent. 

Link: https://issuu.com/myanmarnewspaper/docs/6_jan_18_gnlm 
 
 
NLD Embarks on Internal Revamp Ahead of 2020 Vote 

The Irrawaddy, 5 January 2018  

YANGON — The ruling National League for Democracy (NLD) plans to implement structural reforms ahead of 
the 2020 elections, which are expected to be the most fiercely contested in the nation’s history. 
 

At a central committee meeting at the party’s 
Yangon headquarters on Dec. 30 and 31, the 
party had reviewed its performance since 
taking power two years ago and identified a 
number of shortcomings that need addressing, 
senior NLD members said. 
 
Monywa Aung Shin, secretary of the NLD’s 
Central Information Committee, said the party 
would restructure and reinforce its main 

institutions—the central, disciplinary and working committees—at all levels. 
 
The reforms will be complete within the first six months of this year, he said. 
 
Since the end of last year, the party has already reformed some of its central working committees including 
those on information, women, workers, farmers and economic issues, the committee secretary said. 
 
To improve the party’s performance on the ground, four other central working committees would be reformed, 
including the education and health panels, Monywa Aung Shin said. 
 
The party also said it would also work to support internally displaced persons (IDPs) who have been forced to 
flee armed conflict. Monywa Aung Shin said it would provide resettlement and other humanitarian assistance 
to IDPs, especially in northern Rakhine state but also in Kachin, Shan and Karenni states. 
 
NLD senior official and spokesperson U Nyan Win said that in the run-up to 2020 the party would work harder 
on the weaknesses and problem areas it had identified. 
 
“Those past [mistakes] are lessons. We will work more effectively in the future,” U Nyan Win said. “We will try 
our best to win the [2020] election as we did in 2015.” 

https://issuu.com/myanmarnewspaper/docs/6_jan_18_gnlm
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/nld-embarks-internal-revamp-ahead-2020-vote.html
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Link: https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/nld-embarks-internal-revamp-ahead-2020-vote.html 
  

LAND AND PROPERTY 

Daw Suu stresses transparency, accountability in mining sector 
 
Frontier Myanmar, 22 December 2017 

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi stressed 
the importance of transparency and accountability 
in the mining sector at a meeting with industry 
representatives in Nay Pyi Taw on December 15. 

The State Counsellor also highlighted need for 
early and ongoing engagement with communities 
affected by extractive industries at the meeting 
with members of the International Investors for 
Mineral Development Association. 

The meeting also discussed international 
standards, such as the Extractive Industries 
Transparency Initiative, said a statement issued by 
the IIMDA, whose 23 members represent Myanmar companies and their foreign joint venture partners, most of 
which are registered in Australia, Britain, Canada and the United States. 

It quoted IIMDA chair Mr Richard Taylor as saying responsible resource sector investment could play an 
important role in developing Myanmar’s economy. 

Investment in the sector by companies that adhered to international best practice could be a catalyst for 
change and would address challenges posed by traditional mining practices, Taylor said. 

IIMDA members raised concern about red tape and protracted bureaucratic delays, the release said. 

“The State Counsellor encouraged the investors to work closely with the Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Environment [sic] Conservation to eliminate unnecessary processes while maintaining and improving 
appropriate levels of scrutiny and transparency,” it said. 

IIMDA investment in Myanmar is projected to be between US$50 million and $100 million in coming years, 
providing jobs for up to 3,000 people, said the release. 

“Exploration research may lead to mining projects in the future but will not involve any land disturbance or 
impacts during the exploration phase,” IIMDA said. 

“IIMDA is committed to applying and promoting international good practice standards in their Myanmar 
operations,” it said. 

Link: https://frontiermyanmar.net/en/daw-suu-stresses-transparency-accountability-in-mining-sector 
 
 

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/nld-embarks-internal-revamp-ahead-2020-vote.html
https://frontiermyanmar.net/en/daw-suu-stresses-transparency-accountability-in-mining-sector
https://frontiermyanmar.net/en/daw-suu-stresses-transparency-accountability-in-mining-sector
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PEACE AND RECONCILIATION 

Two major Mon ethnicity political parties discuss merger 

Eleven Myanmar, 3 January 2018  

Top officials of All Mon Region Democracy Party and Mon National Party discussed matters relating to a merger 
in Mawlamyine, Mon State on January 2. 

The top officials from AMRDP and MNP approved 
agreements made at a previous informal meeting, 
Naing San Tin, secretary of All Mon Region 
Democracy Party told the Daily Eleven newspaper. 

Both of the parties will release statements to mark 
the 71st Anniversary Mon National Day. Regarding 
the Mon Political Conference (or Mon People’s 
Conference) to be held during this month, both 
parties will issue their statements on the same 
day. The statement will say whether the AMRDP 
will attend the conference or not, Naing San Tin 
added. 

Both parties will exchange their setups and they will be observed. The Third Meeting of the Panglong 
Conference will be held soon, and both parties will resume their talk after it finishes, Naing San Tin said. 

“Ongoing political tasks were mainly focused. We will work together. For instance, both of the parties have 
prepared to hold national-level political dialogues. In not very long, New Mon State Party will be likely to join 
us. We are waiting for a time to work together,” Naing Soe Myint, secretary-2 of Mon National Party, said. 
  
Mon youths collected signatures to support the merge between AMRDP and MNP as they held Sixth Mon 
Youths’ Day in Chaungsone, Mon State on December 28.  
   
Link: http://www.elevenmyanmar.com/politics/12995 

Leaders vow to pursue peace in New Year 

Myanmar Times, 2 January 2018  

AMID continued fighting between government forces and armed ethnic groups in Kachin and northern Shan 
states, the country’s leaders have highlighted the importance of having peace in their New Year’s message. 

‘’As we work for a peaceful, prosperous and developed country, it is natural to encounter challenges and 
difficulties,” President U Htin Kyaw said in his New Year’s message on Monday. 

Under the government led by the National League for Democracy (NLD), two rounds of the 21st Century 
Panglong Conference have been held, aimed at achieving a democratic federal republic. However, the peace 
process is still far from being all inclusive. 

A key player in the peace process, military commander-in-chief senior general Min Aung Hlaing, said they had 
achieved some success and overcame some obstacles in 2017. However, he did not elaborate. 

“We will certainly achieve success if we work to improve by learning lessons from the past,” said the senior 

http://www.elevenmyanmar.com/politics/12995
http://www.elevenmyanmar.com/politics/12995
https://www.mmtimes.com/news/leaders-vow-pursue-peace-new-year.html
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general in his New Year’s message.  

Since the NLD took office in March 2016, the government has been trying to achieve peace with all armed 
ethnic groups as its top priority. 

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi vowed that 2017 would be “a peace year”, but she was unable to get 
more groups to sign the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement and could not stop the fighting that continues in 
Kachin and Shan states. 

The government aims to hold the third round of the Panglong conference at the end of January, and some 
groups in the United Nationalities Federal Union are expected to sign the NCA before the conference. 

Link: https://www.mmtimes.com/news/leaders-vow-pursue-peace-new-year.html 

Japan will be more active in peace process 

The Myanmar Times, 2 January 2018  

This year Japan will intensify its diplomatic efforts to promote the peace process in Myanmar after years of 
keeping a low profile and being a behind-the-scenes supporter. 

In an exclusive interview with The Myanmar Times 
last week, Yohei Sasakawa, Japan’s special envoy for 
national reconciliation in Myanmar, said Japan will 
redouble its efforts to build “trust” and “confidence” 
among all stakeholders and ensure that peace and 
national reconciliation will no longer be elusive. 

“Trust among all partners must be built and 
nurtured,” he said. 

Last week, Sasakawa travelled throughout Myanmar 
to meet with the leaders of armed ethnic groups to 
pave the way for peace talks. The third session of the 
21st Century Panglong Conference is scheduled at 

the end of January, though the official dates have not been announced. He managed to spare an hour from his 
tight schedule for this interview, the first with Myanmar media.  

Sasakawa also heads the Nippon Foundation, which has done extensive work in conflict and non-conflict areas 
throughout Myanmar. Since 2012, his foundation has spent an estimated US$21 million (K28.6 billion) on food 
and other humanitarian assistance for nearly one million affected people. 

He revealed that the foundation has been providing humanitarian aid to the areas controlled by the Karen 
National Union (KNU). “They signed the [Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement]. Now they are benefitting from the 
peace dividend. There are schools, health clinics and other institutions,” he said. To come this far, he said, good 
understanding and cooperation from the government, military and armed ethnic groups is needed. 

Sasakawa said he would like to use the KNU humanitarian programs to convince other armed ethnic groups to 
sign the agreement. He said that during his visits to the conflict areas, he learned what the affected villagers 
want.  

Beyond the peace process and affected areas, the foundation has also built 450 schools throughout Myanmar − 
300 in Shan State, 100 in Rakhine State and 50 in Ayeyarwady. This endeavor aims to ascertain that when there 

https://www.mmtimes.com/news/leaders-vow-pursue-peace-new-year.html
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is permanent peace in Myanmar, young people will be able to take up new opportunities.  

He expressed optimism that more armed ethnic groups would sign the national ceasefire agreement in addition 
to the current eight. During the past five years, he has organized study tours to Japan for government officials 
and representatives of the groups to meet with Japanese officials and the private sector to learn about 
different ways of thinking and handling conflict and cooperation. 

Link: https://www.mmtimes.com/news/japan-will-be-more-active-peace-process.html 

70 Years On, the Struggle for Independence Goes On 

The Irrawaddy, 4 January 2018 

On Independence Day, the then prime minister, U Nu said, “There is no room for disunity or discord — racial, 
communal, political or personal — and I now call upon all citizens of the Burma Union to unite and to labor 
without regard to self and in the interest of the country to which we all belong.”   

In contrast, a few months after Burma 
gained independence from nearly 100 years 
of British rule, civil war broke out between 
the government and communist and ethnic 
rebel groups. Since then, civil war has 
continued in the country. 

About 10 years after independence, a 
bloody coup occurred that, in effect, cut off 
any real chance for freedom and 
prosperity. From then on, the military has 
had a firm grip on the reins of power. 

In the past 60 years, Burma had opportunities to create a democracy with a good economy but failed. Instead, 
our country has devoted its energy to infighting and disagreement based on differing political ideologies.   

The main difference is that Myanmar has an elected government led by Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, a former 
prisoner of the military regime. That means the military no longer has absolute power. 

But some of the main challenges the country was facing 10 years ago remain challenges today: The civil war 
that started with independence has not ceased; The undemocratic Constitution drafted by the military regime 
will have its 10th anniversary this year; Thanks to the privileges that Constitution reserves for the military, the 
generals remain powerful political players by holding on to key government ministries, 25 percent of the seats 
in both the national and regional parliaments; The economy is still not good; Outdated and oppressive laws 
enacted by colonial Britain in the early 20th century are still being used to negative effect; And countless more 
problems knotted with the bad legacies of colonialism. 

That struggle, to achieve the goals aimed for when Myanmar gained its independence 70 years ago, goes on. 

Link: https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/70-years-struggle-independence-goes.html 

Analysis: Prospects for Peace in the New Year 

The Irrawaddy, 1 January 2018 
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YANGON — Last year saw intensified 
fighting and friction between the 
Myanmar military (Tatmadaw), the 
government and ethnic armed groups, 
continuing through to the end of the year. 
In December, the Tatmadaw’s obstruction 
of public consultations for the Shan 
national-level dialogue deepened this 
friction. 

The Tatmadaw deterred the Committee 
for Shan State Unity (CSSU)-led public consultations in Panglong, Kyauk Mae, Keng Tung and Lashio in Shan 
State and in Mandalay, and the CSSU could not complete its plan to hold talks in these areas. 

A different understanding between the government and the Tatmadaw, and ethnic armed groups (EAOs) 
regarding the public consultations caused the block and stakeholders said they would have to negotiate to 
reach a common understanding. 

The government and the Tatmadaw do not want public consultations under the title of national-level dialogue, 
while the EAOs see it is a necessary step to go through prior to gathering for the national dialogues (NDs), 
according to observers and stakeholders. 

The government-led NDs on theme and region were done as one dialogue each without pre-consultations. 
Observers noted that these were rushed and lacked time to prepare and understand the political, social, 
economic, security, land and environmental aspects. 

On Dec. 30, the Union Peace Dialogue Joint Committee (UPDJC)’s secretariats met to talk about preparations 
for the third session of the 21st Century Panglong Union Peace Conference (UPC), planned to convene later this 
month. They will further negotiate the ND and the consultations at the upcoming UPDJC meeting in the next 
two weeks, he said. 

The government wants NCA non-signatories to sign the pact soon, but the non-signatories – the United 
Nationalities Federal Council and the Northern Alliance – are closely observing how freely the NCA 
implementation can be carried out. The Shan experience has given them something to think about. 

Link: https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/analysis-prospects-peace-new-year.html 

RCSS Postpones Shan National-level Political Dialogue 

The Irrawaddy, 8 January 2018 

Public consultations were held in 14 of 55 
townships in Shan State on Dec. 17-25, led 
by the Committee for Shan State Unity 
(CSSU), which is chaired by the RCSS. 
However, the meeting in Panglong on Dec. 
17 was prevented from going ahead by the 
Tatmadaw, as was a later meeting in 
Tachileik Township. The Tatmadaw issued a 
letter prohibiting any meetings from being 
held on Dec. 19. Three days later, on Dec. 
22, the Shan State Government revoked 
the instructions it had issued to district authorities to permit public consultation meetings. Consultations were 
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canceled in Taunggyi, Kali, Kyaukme in Shan State and Mandalay. 

In Panglong, according to the RCSS, “as the people were preparing to hold the public consultation, the 
Tatmadaw came in and blocked the meeting, fully armed with war weapons as if to seize an enemy stronghold 
– an incident that has left a permanent black mark in the history of the Union.” 

Not holding the Shan national-level dialogue in Langkho means the group won’t be able to raise its 
recommendations at the upcoming Union Peace Conference – 21st–Century Panglong (UPC), the spokesman 
told The Irrawaddy. 

The RCSS claimed consultations both inside and outside of Shan State were “held with the approval of the 
Government and in line with the Union-level Bilateral Agreement,” which it signed on Jan. 2012. 

In accordance with the implementation process of the national level political dialogue, it is necessary to hold 
prior public consultation meetings with all the Shan communities living in various parts of the Union, the RCSS 
said. 

In the first week of January, RCSS troops were attacked by Tatmadaw soldiers in Loi Len and Mong Pyin 
townships in southeastern Shan State, said Lt-Col Sai Oo. He said about 80 troops from two Tatmadaw 
battalions attacked four RCSS soldiers in Naung Lai village tract in Loi Len on Jan.3. 

Link: https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/rcss-postpones-shan-national-level-political-dialogue.html 

JPF to engage more in peace process this year 

Myanmar Times, 9 January 2018 

The Joint Peace Fund (JPF) yesterday announced it will increase engagement with stakeholders in the peace 
process, as the fund’s rotational chair position is assumed by Italy. 

Taking the chair position of the multinational fund of about US$90 million (K122.22 billion), the Italian embassy 
yesterday released a statement saying it would make the JPF more visible among local stakeholders and 
implementing partners. 

The JPF was set up by international donors to support the peace process in Myanmar. It funds a broad range of 
activities of various stakeholders at all levels of society that can help move the peace process forward.  

The contributors of the fund includes the governments of Australia, Canada, Denmark, the European Union, 
Finland, Italy, Japan, Norway, Switzerland, the United Kingdom, and the United States of America. It will run 
until 2021. 

Italy’s contribution amounts $3 million and its term of chairmanship will last six months. It was established in 
2015 when eight armed ethnic organizations signed the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement with the then-USDP 
government. 

The fund provides technical, financial and advisory support to the people involved in top-level peace 
negotiations. It also supports projects that strengthen ceasefires in territories controlled by the NCA-signatories 
as well as formal and informal peace dialogues. 

Link: https://www.mmtimes.com/news/jpf-engage-more-peace-process-year.html 

OTHERS 

ADB puts brakes on Kayin State quarry 
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Frontier Myanmar, 2 January 2018  

YANGON — The Asian Development Bank says it 
will force a Chinese contractor building a highway 
in Kayin State to stop sourcing limestone from a 
quarry until environmental and social safeguards 
are met. 

The decision was taken after Frontier published an 
article, “An army, a mountain and the ADB”, on 
December21 detailing residents’ opposition to the 
quarry. 

ADB said it was reviewing the use of the quarry. 

“ADB will not allow any materials produced by the 
quarry to be used for project activities unless an environment assessment is conducted and can prove that the 
quarry meets ADB’s safeguard requirements, and that people’s livelihoods would not be adversely affected,” 
ADB external relations officer U Tin Tun Zaw said in an email. 

The quarry has links to a Tatmadaw-controlled Border Guard Force formerly known as the Democratic Karen 
Buddhist Army. In February 2017 the state General Administration Department licensed the quarry to Chit Linn 
Myaing Toyota, which is owned by BGF commander Colonel Saw Chit Thu. Under Myanmar’s amended mining 
law, most quarries do not require an environmental or social impact assessment. 

Although licensed to Chit Linn Myaing Toyota, residents have been told China Road and Bridge Construction is 
operating the quarry. When Frontier attempted to visit the site, which is guarded by BGF soldiers, it saw 
workers wearing CRBC helmets. 

In July 2016 CRBC won two contracts from the Ministry of Construction to build a 66.4-kilometre stretch of 
highway from Eaindu in Hpa-an Township to neighboring Kawkareik Township. The ADB is providing a soft loan 
of US$100 million for the project. 

Link: https://frontiermyanmar.net/en/adb-puts-brakes-on-kayin-state-quarry 

NLD government to face tougher challenges in 2018 

Myanmar Times, 4 January 2018  

Among the many countries struggling for democracy, 
some succeed, some fail, while others slide back after a 
few measures of success. 

Myanmar is one of these countries, which recently 
gained democracy through peaceful reforms and 
elections but now appears to be sliding back to its old 
draconian ways. 

After more than 20-year military rule, the National 
League for Democracy (NLD) government finally took 
office in end of March 2016, and it is now into its 
second year (to be exact one year and eight months). 
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But the praises, hopes and supports for Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and her NLD when they were struggling for 
democracy against the military rule have started to turn into disappointments and criticisms. 

Major negative points for the new government include slowing of the economy, having no progress in its peace 
efforts, narrower freedom of speech and failure to implement election promises. 

The government established new ministries, like the State Counsellor’s Office Ministry, Union Government 
Ministry and International Cooperation Ministry, and has started to appoint deputy ministers for some 
ministries.  Currently, there are 22 ministers and 14 deputy ministers at 24 different ministries. 

There hasn’t been any strong protest against the government yet but questions have been raised on the 
performance of the ministries, especially two ministers responsible for economy – Minister for Planning and 
Finance and Minister for Commerce. 

At present Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is the minister for both the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and President Office 
Ministry, and her roles include chair, vice chair and member in 16 committees covering peace, Rakhine 
issues,  economy, rule of law, citizenship and international relations. 

Link: https://www.mmtimes.com/news/nld-government-face-tougher-challenges-2018.html 

Falling farm prices, currency hit Thai-Myanmar trade 

Bangkok Post, 4 January 2018  

Trade value across the border with Myanmar border in Mae Sot district dropped more than 10% last year on 
falling prices in the agricultural sector and a drop in the value of the kyat. 

Statistics from the customs office in Mae Sot 
showed the value of exports to Myanmar in the last 
quarter of last year was approximately 15.9 billion 
baht, down 14% or around 18.5 billion baht from 
the same period of 2016. 

Imports rose 7.4% from 1.088 billion baht to 1.168 
billion baht during the same period. 

Mae Sot customs chief Wallop Wutipanich said 
Myanmar’s weakened purchasing power hit Thai 
exports. Of the top 25 products exported to 
Myanmar, luxury goods suffered the biggest decline 
in sales. 

Exports still doing well are fuel, motorcycles and food-related products, which the Myanmar people still need, 
he said. Major imports from Myanmar are cattle, water buffalo, and nuts and scrap metal. 

The kyat has weakened against the baht. In December 2016, 10,000 Kyat bought 272 baht. The rate dropped to 
241 baht in December 2017, according to currency traders in Mae Sot. 

Link: https://www.mmtimes.com/news/falling-farm-prices-currency-hit-thai-myanmar-trade.html 
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Links: Thailand-Myanmar Cross Border Web Portal: www.commonservice.info 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/commonservice 
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