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HIGHLIGHTS 

265,833 
Registered refugees as of 

31 October 

9,146 
Registered asylum seekers 

as of 31 October 

2,305,048 
Internally Displaced People 

as of 14 October 

71,780 
New arrivals to Yemen in 2015 

as of 31 October 

 
Population of Concern   Funding 
A total of 2,853,457 refugees, asylum seekers and IDPs 

By country of origin 

Country Refugees Asylum Seekers Total  

Somalia 251,468 - 251,468 

Ethiopia 6,082 7,561 13,643 

Iraq 3,397 127 3,524 

Syria 2,988 614 3,602 

Other 1,898 844 2,742 

Yemen (IDPs) - - 2,305,048 

Total 265,833 9,146 2,853,457 
 

USD 107.6 million requested  

  

UNHCR Presence 

Staff: 
115 national staff | 29 international staff* 

5 emergency deployees (international) 
* fluctuating – as of 1 November, 16 international staff in 
Yemen and 13 working from Amman or on leave  

 

Offices:  
Representation, including the Protection Office, in Sana’a; Sub-
Office Aden; Field Office Kharaz refugee camp; Mayfa’a reception 
centre; Bab el Mandab transit centre; Yemen Operational Centre 
in Amman, Jordan. N.B. Field Offices in Sa’ada and Al Hudaydah 
are planned to (re-)open in 2015 or 2016. 

  

OPERATIONAL CONTEXT 

One of the poorest countries in the region, Yemen is the only country in the Arabian Peninsula that is a signatory 
to the 1951 Refugee Convention and its 1967 Protocol. Since late March, the already severe conditions in the 
country substantially worsened with the escalation in the armed conflict. Up to 9 November, the World Health 
Organization has documented some 5,723 deaths and 26,969 injuries, including refugees and humanitarian 
workers, as a result of the conflict. However, as these figures are facility-based, the actual numbers are believed 
to be much higher. In Yemen, 21.2 million persons are in need of some form of humanitarian assistance, including 
access to food, health care and safe drinking water.  

Gap 
40% 

Funded 
60% 

UNHCR and its partner Yemen Red Crescent distributing and erecting of 

emergency shelter kits for Muhamasheen IDP families in Amran on 28 October. 
© UNHCR 
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MAIN ACTIVITIES 

 On 5 October, the UN (UNICEF, WHO, IOM, UNHCR, OCHA, WFP and DSS) commenced a two-week mission to Al Hudaydah that 
focused on ensuring mitigation measures are met to restore a UN international presence. UNHCR international staff on mission 
also assisted national colleagues to ensure timely distribution of NFIs dispatched to northern governorates.  

 On 28 October, the UNHCR Representative led a UN inter-agency mission (UNHCR, WFP, WHO, OCHA) to Amran governorate to 
assess the situation of conflict affected persons in the governorate. The mission met with the Governor and local authorises 
during which they discussed humanitarian interventions and challenges in responding to IDP needs.   

Refugees 

 The number of persons of concern in need of financial assistance has drastically increased as a consequence of the conflict. 
UNHCR has expanded its financial assistance programme to include additional eligibility criteria for persons with specific needs 
and has increased the individual amounts of assistance; as of 31 October, 3,722 individuals (2,152 in Sana’a and 1,570 in Aden) 
have received financial assistance. 

 UNHCR is processing 69 individuals from Sub-Office Aden for transfer to the Emergency Transit Centre in Slovenia for 
resettlement to the US. There have, however, been challenges arranging the departure in the absence of commercial flights to 
Aden and limited access to other airports due to the ongoing conflict.  

 UNHCR partner Charitable Society for Social Welfare (CSSW) identified 8 cases of measles in Basateen early in October, and 
conducted a measles vaccination campaign in the neighbourhood from 26 October to 1 November for 7,994 children 6 months 
to 15 years old.  

 Kharaz refugee camp currently hosts some 18,000 refugees, with a majority of Somalis. UNHCR partner Millennium 
Development Foundation (MDF) successfully advocated and coordinated with the Office of Education to have the school in 
Kharaz refugee camp officially considered as a centre for ministerial exams for Grade 9 (transitional level exams). Previously, 
refugee students would have to go to neighbouring villages to take the exam. Exams began in the camp school on 17 October 
for over 200 students.  

New Arrivals and Mixed Migration 

 From the beginning of the year to 31 October, UNHCR and partners have recorded 71,780 new arrivals at the Mayfa’a reception 
centre, Kharaz reception centre and Bab-al-Mandab transit centre. Up to 31 October, 9,782 individuals registered their intent to 
seek asylum/refugee status along the Red Sea and Arabian Sea coasts: 7,643 Somalis and 2,139 non-Somali asylum seekers 
were screened and provided with temporary documentation to make their way to UNHCR offices in Aden, Sana’a or one of the 
Government of Yemen registration centres.  

 In early October, under the backdrop of ongoing conflict and airstrikes UNHCR’s transit centre and adjacent clinic run by Yemen 
Red Crescent in Bab el-Mandab in Taizz governorate were looted. This has further hampered the ability of UNHCR and its 
partners’ ability to provide reception and life-saving medical assistance to new arrivals along the Red Sea coast, many often 
arriving at the coast dehydrated and malnourished.  

 Since late March, 122,070 Yemenis, refugees and third country nationals have fled Yemen and reached countries in the Horn of 
Africa and the Gulf (50,521 Yemenis and 28,815 Somalis). 

IDPs 

 As of 14 October, 2,305,048 persons have been recorded as internally displaced prior to and as a result of the current conflict, 
with Aden governorate hosting the highest number of IDPs (393,508 individuals), followed by Taizz (300,585 individuals) and 
Hajjah (280,821 individuals). Since April UNHCR has co-led with IOM the Task Force on Population Movement (TFPM) under the 
Protection Cluster to track new internal displacement. UNHCR engages in training of operational partners on displacement 
tracking and data collection methods. 

 UNHCR leads the Protection Cluster countrywide, which has been focusing on the systematic evaluation of protection needs of 
IDPs through assessments across the country at the community level and in-depth household level. IDP Community Centres 
operated by partners and located in Sa’ada, Hajjah and Sana’a (Amant Al Asimah) have been providing a range of targeted 
services underpinned by protection monitoring, including psychosocial, legal and cash assistance, and sensitisation, training and 
capacity development activities. The need for safety also features as a priority in assessments and there are frequent instances 
of multiple internal displacements. With the current level of internal displacement and the damage to civilian infrastructure 
that has occurred as a result of the conflict, it is unlikely that dignified, safe and sustainable return will be possible in the short-
term. Host communities are also unlikely to continue to be able to absorb IDPs considering that they too have been significantly 
affected by the conflict, which has been exhausting their own coping mechanisms. Alternative locations for IDPs, therefore, are 
urgently needed, including for IDPs currently accommodated in schools. 
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UNHCR and SHS distributing NFIs to Chapala-affected persons in 
Mayfa’a, Shabwah on 4 November  © UNHCR/SHS 

 
 

 UNHCR leads the Shelter/NFI/CCCM Cluster countrywide and has been responding to basic shelter needs resulting from the 
conflict. Since the beginning of the conflict in late March up to 31 October, in different parts of the country UNHCR and cluster 
partners have distributed NFIs (mattresses, blankets, sleeping mats, plastic buckets, and kitchen sets) to 264,799 individuals, 
emergency shelter materials and kits to 90,742 individuals, tents to 3,743 individuals, and provided cash assistance for rental 
subsidies to 13,085 individuals. Despite extremely challenging circumstances, UNHCR and partners are doing their utmost to 
deliver essential life-saving supplies and services in an impartial and neutral manner throughout Yemen.  

 On 4 October, schools in southern governorates officially reopened and students were able to start the new school year. 
Teaching resumed at 43 primary and secondary schools in Aden, with rehabilitation ongoing at other schools in the 
governorate. UNHCR and partners coordinated with the Office of Education in Aden to ensure dignified shelter solutions for the 
refugees and IDPs who had been living in schools; many have returned to their homes (some damaged and semi-damaged), 
moved in with relatives, rented other accommodation, and a few have been assisted by organizations with rental subsidies. In 
the central and northern governorates, school began on 1 November. UNHCR is working on the rehabilitation of 43 alternative 
collective centres that will be used as temporary shelter for IDP families hosted in schools. UNHCR and partners have begun 
usability assessments on 4 centres in Amran, 3 in Ibb, and 3 in Sana’a (Amant Al-Asimah), which will host some 243 IDP families.  

SPOTLIGHT 

Tropical Cyclone Chapala made landfall on Socotra on 1 November and 
on the mainland on 3 November, followed by cyclone Megh, which 
struck Socotra on 8 November before dissipating over the mainland. 
Strong winds, heavy rains and flooding destroyed house, boats and livestock, 

and disrupted services. A reported 26 people were killed and 78 injured, 
and some 7,800 families (47,000 individuals) were internally displaced.  

The effects of Chapala were most severe in Shabwah and Hadramaut, with a 
combined population of about 1.9 million people. Jilaa, a village of around 
1,150 persons in Shabwah governorate was completely washed away and 
many more internally displaced in the hardest-hit governorates. Seventy six 
per cent (1.4 million) of the population in these governorates were already 
in need of humanitarian assistance, which includes over 100,000 internally 

displaced people and over 27,000 refugees and migrants.  

A day before Chapala made landfall on the mainland, UNHCR moved 3,000 NFI kits 
and 1,000 tents to Al Mukalla in Hadramout, and UNHCR partners began distribution 
on 4 November. Throughout the preparations and response, UNHCR was coordinating 
with authorities, other UN agencies, NGOs, civil society organisations and through the 
sub-national Protection and Shelter Clusters in Aden. 

UNHCR and partner Society for Humanitarian Solidarity (SHS) scaled up their 
emergency response and have distributed NFIs and tents to over 14,000 individuals, 
of which nearly 7,000 were women and girls. SHS also rented bulldozers and trucks to 
clear roads to facilitate access and distribute NFIs in areas still inaccessible, and 
conduct an assessment in Al Maharah governorate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNHCR is grateful for the generous contributions of donors who have given un-earmarked and broadly earmarked contributions to UNHCR this 
year as well as the following donors who have directly contributed to the operation:  Canada| CERF| European Union| Humanitarian Pooled 
Fund | Japan| King Salman Humanitarian Aid and Relief Centre | Spain | Sweden| Switzerland| UN Peacebuilding Fund | UN Programme on 
HIV/AIDS |United States  

Contact:  Teddy Leposky, External Relations Officer, leposky@unhcr.org 
Mogib Hassan, Senior Public Information Assistant, abdullmo@unhcr.org   

For more information on the work of UNHCR and our partners in Yemen, please follow us on Twitter at @UNHCRYemen and on Facebook at UNHCRYemen 

“What I saw brought tears to my eyes. There [was] no government, no organizations or charities to give 
[their] hands to those poor people except UNHCR assistance that arrived on time and directly touched 
people’s needs. This is great, [the] first time I feel how great our field work [is], and giving the 
assistance hand in hand.” © UNHCR/SHS 

Nasser Bajanoob, Head of Solidarity for Humanity (SHS) 
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