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TUNISIA  
Operational Context 

According to local reports, Tunisian authorities carried out more than 31 rescue 

and interception operations in February both on land and at sea, involving more 

than 1,223 persons. On 13 February, a vessel which departed from Sfax carrying 26 

persons of different nationalities (Mali, Cameroon, Ivory Coast, Comoros) was intercepted 

by the Tunisian Coast Guard and disembarked in Tunisia. Between 1 January and 21 

February, an estimated 3,800 individuals arrived to Italy by sea, including nearly 1,000 

from Tunisia and 2,500 from Libya.   

As of 28 February 2021, Tunisia recorded 233,277 total cases of COVID-19. A notable 

spike in cases was observed during the beginning of 2021, with a 70% increase of cases 

in the last quarter only. In line with government measures and UN Country Team 

management recommendations, most group activities for refugees and asylum-seekers 

were suspended or conducted through remote modality.    

Operational Response  

In February, UNHCR delivered hygiene 
items and medical equipment to support 
the Tunisian Government’s COVID-19 
response. UNHCR provided the 
Municipalities of Sfax, Medenine and Zarzis 
with medical equipment and materials to 
support their administrative function and 
provided logistical support on the 
development of a COVID-19 rehabilitation 
unit at Djerba’s regional hospital.  

During February, UNHCR provide 5.269 

registered refugees and asylum-seekers 

with a one-time cash grant. The grant will 

help support their most immediate and pressing needs including food and shelter.  

UNHCR and partner Arab Institute for Human Rights (AIHR) further developed the 

first Arabic-language portal in Tunisia, which aims to collect scientific and editorial 

resources related to asylum issues in the country and region. The portal will also 

serve as a platform for juridical as well as academic research and debate on issues of 

asylum and forced displacement, with contributions from academic institutions, research 

centres, think tanks and non-governmental organizations.  

On 16 February, UNHCR coordinated with the Ministry of Social Affairs and the 

University of Lifelong Learning to include access for refugees and asylum-seekers 

to the university’s courses, including language, vocational training, and cultural 

activities. This partnership will better enhance the overall inclusion of refugees and 

asylum-seekers in Tunisia when it comes to academic and learning opportunities.   

In February, UNHCR expanded its legal assistance by opening a new office in the 

city of Sousse governorate in order to meet the growing demand for legal advice 

from refugees and asylum-seekers in the area. Legal support services are now 

available to persons of concern in the cities of Tunis, Sousse and Medenine to provide 

better advice and to meet their protection needs.   

A Female Peer Educators club was launched in UNHCR office in Sfax, led by 

volunteers of the refugee community. The club will seek to encourage social 

engagement by refugees and asylum-seekers and work to combat Gender Based 

Violence, with female participants to benefit from specialized trainings and services.  
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Key figures 

 

 7,202 
Persons of concern to 
UNHCR including  
2.636 Refugees and 
4.459 Asylum Seekers  
 

 28 
Refugees departed on 
resettlement since the 
beginning of 2021. 

 
588 

Refugees and asylum-
seeker households 
received cash 
assistance during 
February 

 
 
 

Funding 
 

USD 9 M required for 

2021 operations 
 

 
 
USD 3.5 M received 
as of February 2021 
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40%

Gap
60%

Ikram Houimli © UNHCR 

https://asile.tn/


 
 

 
 

OPERATIONAL UPDATE >   Tunisia / February 2020 

 www.unhcr.org 2 

  

 

UNHCR Tunisia is grateful for the support of European Union | Italy | Luxembourg | Monaco | Netherlands | RDPP NA – EU | 

Switzerland | UN COVID-19 Response and Recovery Fund | United States of America and to those who have contributed to UNHCR 
programmes with unearmarked and softly earmarked funds. 

UNHCR and partner Arab Institute for Human Rights (AIHR) signed a coordination Manual with the 

government independent bodies: 

As part of its efforts to improve the active participation of the Tunisian government in the protection of 

refugees and asylum-seekers, and to encourage the adoption of national asylum legislation, UNHCR and 

partner AIHR signed a coordination manual agreement on the 3rd of February with the following national 

commissions: 

 The National Commission Against Human Trafficking 

 The National Commission for the Protection of Personal Data 

 The National Commission for the Prevention of Torture 

 The National Commission for Access to Information 

 The National Commission for Human Rights 

 

The manual elaborates on concepts related to international protection as well as UNHCR’s mandate in 

Tunisia, in addition to establishing concrete referral mechanisms between the various governmental 

bodies, UNHCR and civil society organizations.  

 

The manual also describes many instruments intended to address key asylum and migration issues 

including human trafficking, smuggling, torture, discrimination, detention and the protection of women and 

children.  

 

This coordination manual will assist government officials, academics, lawyers, humanitarian workers, and 

non-governmental organizations in identifying their respective roles in protecting refugees and other victims 

of forced displacement. The manual will also facilitate deeper understanding of international rights 

frameworks and obligations to help better guide the protection and welfare of persons of concern to 

UNHCR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information, please contact: Ikram Houimli, Snr.Reporting associate, Tunisia, houimli@unhcr.org 


