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UNHCR participates in the UN Country Team mission to Homs  
 

On 8 May, UNHCR participated in a UN Country Team mission to Homs to inaugurate 
the new UN Hub and meet with staff. Representatives from 12 UN agencies 
participated in the mission which included a visit to a shelter in al-Waer housing 2,200 
affected Syrians. As part of UN joint efforts to cover hard-to-reach areas, UNHCR and 
humanitarian partners also conducted an inter-agency mission the following day to al-
Houla, located 40 km northwest of the city of Homs. Al-Houla had been cut off for 
months with heavy conflict and these life-saving supplies provided benefitted 6,100 
affected individuals in the villages of Taldaou, Bourj Al-Khaie, Kalfralah and Talif. 
 

UNHCR has been permanently present in Homs since November 2012, with national 
staff on the ground supported by frequent missions of international staff. 
 
UNHCR has reached 92% of its beneficiary target for the delivery of domestic 
items in the first half of 2013 
 

Despite the volatile security situation, UNHCR and partners have managed to scale up 
the humanitarian response. In 2013, UNHCR has dispatched to date nearly two million 
items reaching an estimated 917,391 individuals across Syria. The objective is to 
reach one million individuals by the end of June.  
 
Aleppo Field Office responds to the urgent needs of Palestinians fleeing 
Handarat Camp 
 

Following assessment visits and in close coordination with UNRWA, UNHCR 
responded to the urgent needs of Palestinians who have fled the violence in Handarat 
Camp for Palestinian refugees, in the northern part of Aleppo, in late April. On 20 May, 
UNHCR’s team in Aleppo distributed sleeping mats, blankets, jerry cans and plastic 
sheets to some 320 affected families who have taken shelter at Aleppo university 
dormitory and the Industrial School. 

 
 
UNHCR life-saving assistance reaches the displaced in Zamarin village, Tartous  
 

As part of an inter-agency team, UNHCR reached Zamarin and surrounding areas, on 
the outskirts of Tartous.  Zamarin hosts displaced people who fled the nearby villages 
of Al Bayda and Banias in Lattakia Governorate where clashes erupted in early May. 
UNHCR’s emergency relief aid included blankets, mattresses, hygiene kits, children’s 
diapers and sanitary napkins and distributed between 4 –11 May by UNHCR and 
partners, benefitting 3,000 people dispersed throughout the village or living in 
construction sites or schools.  
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US$ 1.5 million of essential medicines to Damascus, Idleb and Aleppo  
 

In response to increasing health needs of populations affected by the crisis in Syria, on 
20 May UNHCR delivered a shipment of 46 packs of medicines valued at US$ 
1,461,000 to Al-Muasat University Hospital and the Syrian Arab Red Crescent (SARC) 
in Damascus. Al-Muasat, one of UNHCR implementing partners in this sector, is a 
general hospital covering almost all medical and surgical specialties, except for 
pediatric and gynecology, and is also one of the main public health facilities that 
provide free secondary and tertiary care through its outpatients clinics and inpatient 
wards. SARC will deliver the medicines it has received to its hospitals in Idleb and 
Aleppo.  
 

UNHCR’s response to the Syria crisis in the health sector amounts to US$ 5.5 million 
for the first six months of 2013 and aims to provide displaced persons with 
comprehensive primary healthcare through national (SARC) clinics; support to referrals 
for emergency medical, surgical and life-saving needs through hospitals; and 
Psychosocial / Mental Health services.  
 

 

 

To date, 2,000 refugees have departed Syria to resettlement countries in 2013 
 

By 20 May, since the beginning of the year, 2,000 refugees had departed Syria to 
resettlement countries via Beirut International Airport. This figure includes, in addition 
to refugee resettlement, some sponsorship cases and family reunification cases of 
concern to UNHCR. 68 refugees left Damascus on 20 May to Australia.  In coordination 
with UNHCR, the International Organization for Migration (IOM) in Damascus escorted 
the convoy of refugees to the Syrian border where IOM Beirut accompanied the 
refugees to the airport in Beirut. UNHCR helps resettle refugees in a third country when 
they cannot go home or are unwilling to do so because they will face continued 
persecution, or when they live in perilous situations or have specific needs that cannot 
be addressed in the country where they have sought protection. 
 
Funding and Donors 
 

UNHCR expresses much gratitude to funding partners who support the Syria operation. 
As of 16 May, UNHCR has received US$ 40.2 million out of US$ 82.9 million needed to 
respond to life-saving needs of displaced Syrians in the first six months of 2013. 
Country-level earmarked contributions have been received from Austria, Canada, the 
European Commission, Luxembourg, Russia, Switzerland, the Syrian Emergency 
Response Fund (ERF), the United Nations Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) 
and the USA. Contributions earmarked at the regional level (US$ 142.5 million) for the 
Syria situation also contribute to UNHCR’s response inside Syria – with support 
provided by Australia, European Union, Finland, Ireland, Kuwait, Lithuania, 
Netherlands, Norway, Switzerland, the USA and private donors. 
 

Country-level financial support to the UNHCR response to the Syria crisis 
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