
 
 
 
 

FACT SHEET: SOLUTIONS FOR SYRIAN REFUGEES 
 
UNHCR has been working closely with states to provide resettlement or 
humanitarian admission as part of the broader protection response to 
refugees who have fled from Syria to neighbouring countries. These 
interventions are critical for refugees who are in urgent need of protection.  
They are above all an expression of solidarity with countries in the region 
currently hosting more than two million Syrian refugees. 
 
• UNHCR has proposed to submit up to 30,000 Syria refugees for 

resettlement or humanitarian admission by the end of 2014, focusing upon 
the most vulnerable, such as survivors of violence and torture, women and 
girls at risk, refugees with serious medical conditions, and LGBTI refugees. 

 
• States are encouraged to offer places for Syrian refugees in addition to 

their current resettlement quotas to ensure that resettlement opportunities 
continue to be available for refugees from the rest of the world. To date, 
more than a dozen countries have offered a total of some 10,000 places 
for either resettlement or humanitarian admission of Syrian refugees, and 
UNHCR has already referred nearly 1,200 individuals to states for their 
consideration. 

 
• A Core Group of resettlement countries is being established to promote 

multilateral and multiannual commitments to resettlement of Syrian 
refugees and to strategize ways to enhance the effectiveness of the 
programme. At the same time, UNHCR is coordinating with host countries 
to regularly exchange information on progress towards increasing 
opportunities for the resettlement and humanitarian admission of Syrian 
refugees. 
 

• There are currently 17 countries participating in the Syria resettlement/ 
Humanitarian Admission Programme efforts. The countries that have 
made specific pledges are Australia, Austria, Canada, Finland, Germany, 
Hungary, Ireland, Luxembourg, Moldova, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Norway, Spain, Sweden and Switzerland. In addition, France and the USA 
are participating, but have not yet provided specific numbers. 
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