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1) Political and Security 
 

South-central:  

In Dobley, the process of establishing Jubaland Federal administration kicked off on 23rd 
February, 2013 in Kismayo, the capital of Lower Juba region. 500 delegates 
representing different clans from Middle Juba, Lower Juba and Gedo regions were 
scheduled to participate in the process as well. On 21st February, a group of government 
officials including members of parliament from the Jubas organized a meeting in 
Mogadishu calling for a more government-driven process. 

 

Somaliland: 

Two suspected AS members were arrested in Las anod in connection with the killing of a 
religious Clerk Sheikh Abdiqadir Nur Farah, shot dead in a mosque. Police pointed out 
that the two suspects had fled from Garowe and were heading to an unknown 
destination in Somaliland. 

The Son of Faisal Ali Warabe, the chairman of the UCID opposition political party was 
arrested along with his wife (both from Finalnd) in Las anod town, allegedly for ties with 
Al Shabab.  

Four people (2 Syrian men and 2 Somali women) were arrested at Oriental Hotel in 
Hargeisa town accused of disrespecting local traditions. The accusation was apparently 
made by the Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs. 

 

Puntland:  

Following the assassination of a prominent religious leader in Garowe on 15th February 
(reported) and the subsequent capture of the assassin, two more alleged suspects were 
arrested in Las’anod two days after they have escaped from Garowe. Puntland security 
worked closely with Somaliland security agencies in carrying out the arrest. 
 

The local council of Galmudug administrative committee (South Galkayo) conducted an 
election process on 17th February, electing Bile Bashir Eynab as the new Mayor of 
Galkacyo for the next three years. The Mayoral position is one of the key figures in the 
liaison of humanitarian activities in Galkayo. 

Recent civilian killings in Galkayo have sparked concern as they are seen to easily 
influence revenge attacks, hindering access to vulnerable populations and impacting on 
our operations. 
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2) Population Movement  

 

IDP Returns 

546 people were displaced from various locations in Somalia such as Juba Hoose, Gedo 
and Shabeele Hoose, citing return to Kismayo and other locations, lack of livelihood, 
drought, insecurity and eviction in Boondheere/Mogadishu as the major reasons of 
displacement. These newly displaced people, majority of them being female, reported 
food, livelihood support and shelter as their urgent needs.  
 
 
Refugee Returns: 

From Kenya to Somalia: 930 individuals returned from Ifo2 (453), Dadaab (252), 
Nairobi (181) and Ifo1 (44) to Somalia through Dhobley (404), Baardheere (168), 
Mogadishu (139), Ceel Waaq (119), Kismayo (53), Diif (40) and Berbera (7), to their 
habitual places of residence in Banadir, Lower Juba and Bay regions. Their main 
reasons for return were incidents of insecurity including rape as well as inadequate 
humanitarian support in the camps/Nairobi. The improving security situation in Somalia 
was also a pull factor for them. Returnees majority of who were women, reported food, 
livelihood support and shelter as some of their urgent needs.  
 
From Yemen to Somalia: 117 refugees returned from Yemen to Somalia through 
Bossaso sea port heading to Baidoa and Mogadishu. According to the partner, some of 
the returnees have been arrested by the Puntland authority for not possessing 
passports. 
 

 
3) Protection and assistance activities:  

 
South-central:  

Following planning discussions with local implementing partners on supporting GBV 
victims with comprehensive medical, psychosocial and legal support, it was agreed that 
SSWC field monitors will initially focus on community-based victim identification in IDP 
settlements in Shangani, Huriwa, Bondheere and Yagshid pending the relocation of 
those IDPs to Qubadley.  

Furthermore, HIWA agreed to implement the distribution of 800 dignity kits in 7 different 
IDP settlements across Mogadishu where minority groups / groups with special needs 
reside as well as locations identified where an increasing number of gender based 
violence (GBV) have been reported.  

The Risk Management Unit is expected to share an assessment report of SSWC, a 
projected implementing partner for a GBV project, as per a relevant mission in Dhobley 
and Merka. 
 
Under the protection mainstreaming / capacity building project implemented by DRC, six 
protection cluster partners were trained on 21 February. Additionally, two-day training on 
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basic emotional support for caseworkers of GBV WG members was facilitated by four 
psychosocial councillors trained as ToTs under the INTERSOS/UNHCR project of 2012.  

 
On 21 February, the Head of Office attended an inter-agency meeting with the USAID 
Administrator and the US Special Representative for Somalia. In relation to the agenda 
items on IDP and refugee, UNHCR underlined that returns cannot be sustainable without 
area-specific development programmes in the areas of return.  Regarding USAID’s 
interest in capacity-building, UNHCR noted the project in the pipeline together with 
Ministry of Interior and National Security (MINS). The project is funded by the BPRM and 
relates to policy of protracted IDPs in Mogadishu. Under its terms, a UNHCR expert will 
be working with a Somali expert attached to MINS. 

The IDP Relocation Task Force met on 21 February with the presence of the Minister of 
State from MINS. It was pointed out that the MINS has formally decided that full scale 
registration with biometric data should be carried out. Whether this registration shall take 
place before or after the relocation process is open to discussion. Again, UNHCR 
stressed protection concerns related to IDP registration at all occasions. Furthermore, a 
Site Planning Working Group was set up which will report to the Task Force and will be 
co-chaired by the Disaster Management Authority (DMA) and UNHABITAT, and 
consisting of UNHCR, Banadir administration, district commissioners, Ministry of Interior 
and IOM. Its key priorities will include demarcation of 77 site and developing a security 
plan.  

 

Somaliland: 

Home visits were conducted for 22 refugee families (99 individuals) to assess their 
needs for monthly subsistence allowance based on vulnerability criteria. These included 
legal and physical protection needs, lack of access to basic needs, serious medical 
conditions and SGBV survivors.  

Half a day orientation meeting was held for 30 IDPs representatives in Lasanod, Burao 
and Hargeisa undertaking go and see visit to South Central Somalia for Banaadir, Lower 
and middle Shabelle and Bay. The session highlighted reasons of the trip, locations to 
visit, basic skills on how to conduct focus group discussion and which thematic areas to 
explore in order for IDPs to get comprehensive information. NRC and DRC are preparing 
logistical support for the representatives.  

 

Puntland:  

Medical Assistance planned by GRT for 2013 has been put on hold due to the on-going 
discussion of the implementation with the local authority. UNHCR and GRT met with MoI 
on this, whereby MoI agreed to liaise with the Ministry of Health, so that a solution could 
be sought. 
 
Protection Unit in Bossaso have started pre-screening process for potential RST 
submission. In Bossaso, a total of 47 certificates for active refugee and asylum seekers 
were issued and submitted to the Ministry of Interior for co-signing. 
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Beneficiary selection criteria for various livelihood activities in 2013 were discussed and 
agreed between DRC and UNHCR to fit the different components of the programme. 
The standards will ensure proper inclusion of all eligible PoC to benefit from the project 
through a participatory process.  

In preparation of 2014 – 2015 country operation planning (COP), Field Office Galkacyo 
and its Implementing partners will hold a participatory and consultative planning meeting 
on 23rd February 2013. Operational partners including local authorities and beneficiaries 
will be part of the process. The process will look at operational needs, challenges and 
concerns under pillar 1, 3 and 4. 

 

4) Programme Update (RO Somalia) 
 

Closure of 2012 projects is underway and 2012 country reports being finalised.  
 
UNHCR Somalia and World Vision, International agreed to enter into a long-term 
strategic partnership in meeting the durable solutions for returning refugees and IDPs.  
 
Audit of implementing partners for 2012 projects is on-going.  
 

The Protection Cluster provided a submission to OCHA NY on protection of civilians in 
preparation of an Expert meeting on the renewal of AMISOM's mandate and additionally 
joined a teleconference on this subject matter to re-enforce various issues on protection.  
 
A day mission to Kismayo to meet protection partners and to understand the context 
better took place on 19 February. NGOs advised that people from the Dadaab refugee 
camps are returning to Kismayo due to insecurity in the camps. Those returning are 
originally from either Kismayo town or district. The overall protection environment for 
IDPs remains complex given the mix of protracted IDPs (some since the early 1990s) 
and more recent arrivals in search of livelihoods.  

 
 

5) Human Resources and Staff Welfare (RO Somalia) 
 

UNHCR Representation for Somalia actively participated in UN Inter-agency HR 

Network meetings particularly as part of the Taskforce working on migration to 

Mogadishu. The HR Network group has drafted a paper recommending several 

measures to mitigate the impact of this migration on staff members and is currently 

under discussion with the country management team. 

As part of the HR strategy to mitigate the impact of migration to Mogadishu, a Change 

Management Training for the national staff members at BO Somalia in Nairobi, weas 

held on 22 February 2013. The training was conducted by the Staff Welfare Officers 

from UNHCR, UNDSS and WFP.    
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6) Administration and Finance (RO Somalia) 

Somalia admin/finance team held a financial tools and policies workshop in Nairobi 

from 25-27 February 2013. Focus was stressed on addressing the audit 

recommendations, as well as new policies, including Accounting Policies for 

Expense Recognition, Petty Cash and (Field) Guesthouse management. Of the 

adopted recommendations, it was agreed to create a table of fixed and variable costs 

which will enhance the budget planning process and monthly cost monitoring. 

 

END 


