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UNHCR is working closely with the Sabratha Local Crisis Committee to respond 
to the needs of internally displaced persons in and around the city. Some 800 
families are in need of humanitarian assistance. UNHCR’s interventions focus on 
supporting the education, health, and water and sanitation sectors. As a consequence 
of the clashes in Sabratha, the water tanks in many hospitals have been partially or 
completely destroyed. To address this, UNHCR will support their refurbishment. In 
addition, the start of the school year, due to start on 1 October, was delayed as a result 
of the fighting. With plans for the school year to restart during the coming weeks, UNHCR 
will support the restoration of educational facilities (including mobile classrooms) and 
will provide school bags and technological support. The provision of core relief items for 
vulnerable families will continue, including cash assistance.  

UNHCR’s response  

Overall, some 12,600 
refugees and migrants 
have been affected by the 
ongoing humanitarian crisis 
in Sabratha. UNHCR is 
providing emergency 
assistance and undertaking 
protection interventions in 
seven sites. As a priority, 
UNHCR teams have been 
working on identifying 
refugees and they 
continue to advocate for 
their release.  

Around 6,200 refugees and migrants 
spent the night at Gharyan site 
yesterday (90 km south of Tripoli). Among 
them are more than 600 women and 
children. Yesterday, the centre received 
over 1,800 refugees and migrants 
transferred from the Dahman assembly 
point. The centre has reached its full 
capacity. UNHCR continues to be the only 
humanitarian organization present on site, 

with distribution of core relief items and protection interventions ongoing. The needs for 
psychosocial assistance continue to increase. To respond to this, partners will provide 
medical and psychosocial assistance next week. Due to increasing needs for food, 
UNHCR is delivering three hot meals per day to all refugees and migrants.   

Some 2500 refugees and migrants are 
currently present at the Dahman hangar 
assembly point. UNHCR tents continue to 
function as makeshift hospitals. More than 
400 individuals received medical assistance 
yesterday. Throughout the day, UNHCR 
distributed core relief items, including baby 
kits and baby food, in close cooperation with 
IOM and local NGO Migrace.  

Key figures 
 

217,022 Libyans 

currently internally 

displaced (IDPs)1 

 

278,559 returned 

IDPs (returns 

registered in 2017) 1 

 
12,600 estimate of 

refugees and migrants 

in Sabratha and 

surrounding areas. 
 

43,133 registered 

refugees and asylum-

seekers in Libya2 

 

107,759 persons 

arrived in Italy by sea 

so far in 2017 3 

 

Funding 

USD 75.5 M 

requested in 2017 

 
1 IOM-DTM July 2017 

2 Data as of 30 September 2017  

3 data2.unhcr.org as of 11 October 
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