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HIGHLIGHTS  
 

 Nearly 4,000 refugees relocate from Yida to Pamir camp: In Pamir refugee 
camp, as of 30 November, UNHCR relocated 2,332 refugees from Yida to Pamir 
including 2,185 refugees previously settled in Yida settlement. Cumulatively, 
3,766 refugees have been relocated from Yida to Pamir, including 3,386 
individuals previously settled in Yida settlement since opening its opening in 
September. The total population of Pamir camp now stands at 3,788 individuals 
(869 households). 
 

 UNHCR operation in Lasu settlement faces insecurity challenges: In Yei, 
UNHCR and its partners continue to face restrictions to Lasu refugee settlement 
area f as a result of armed groups’ activities in the area. In the surrounding 
areas where refugees are in hiding, they are facing hunger and malnutrition. 
Due to the deteriorating insecurity in the area and denial of access, UNHCR and 
partners are unable to reach them to provide services to refugees since July. 
  

 UNHCR and partner completes the distribution of relief items to vulnerable 
IDPs in Yei: In Yei, UNHCR and its partners completed targeted distribution of 
Non-Food Items (NFI) to 4,328 of the 5,000 families of the most vulnerable 
internally displaced persons (IDPs) planned. Some vulnerable IDPs could not 
access the distribution centers due to the unpredictability of security.  NFI items 
include blankets, sleeping mats, jerry cans, soap, buckets, mosquito nets and 
kitchen sets, including sanitary pads and underwear for women and girls of 
reproductive age. UNHCR and its partners in Yei will continue to do protection 
monitoring to provide NFIs to extremely vulnerable IDPs upon their 
identification.  
 

 UNHCR-led interagency mission conducts assessments in Upper Nile: UNHCR-
led an interagency mission to conduct a joint assessment mission to Rambo in 
Guel Guk 30km from Adar oil field together with World Food Program (WFP), 
Humanitarian Development Consortium (HDC), Samaritan’s Purse (SP) and 
government counterpart Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (RRC). The joint 
mission profiled 363HHs/1,123 IDPs. The mission found that majority of IDPs 
are women and children from Nuer, Dinka, Shilluk, Mabanese, and other tribes 
from the Equatoria region displaced from Malakal, Melut, and Nasir; there is 
little prospect to IDPs returning to Malakal, Melut, Nasir and places given the 
evolving security situation in South Sudan, especially in Upper Nile State.  The 
mission noticed the presence of separated children and persons with specific 
needs; no school and health facilities. UNHCR will coordinate with other 
agencies to provide the much-needed support to the profiled IDPs.  

KEY FIGURES 

INSIDE SOUTH SUDAN 

260,453 
Refugees in South Sudan 

 

1,8 M 
IDPs in South Sudan, including 

204,370 people in UNMISS 

Protection of Civilians site 

 

US $276 million 
Funding requested for 

comprehensive needs in 2016 

 

US $132 million 
Funding requested for priority 

needs in 2016 

 

OUTSIDE SOUTH SUDAN 

1,309,275 
South Sudanese refugees in 

neighboring countries (as of 30 

November, 2016): 

 Uganda: 564,440 

 Ethiopia: 323,970 

 Sudan:  263,245  

 Kenya:  92,194 

 DRC: 60,495   

 CAR: 4,931  

 

US $649 million 
Funding requested by UNHCR for 

South Sudanese refugees in the 

region 

US $166 million 
Funding received by UNHCR for 

South Sudanese refugees in the 

region 
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OPERATIONAL CONTEXT 
 South Sudan Council of Ministers Accepts Regional Force – On Friday 25 November, the Transitional Government of 

National Unity (TGoNU) Council of Ministers agreed without reservation to the deployment of a 4,000 strong regional 
protection force in line with Security Council Resolution 2304 (2016) to bolster the current 12,000 United Nations 
Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) troops in the country.  The Government had agreed in principle on 4 September 
2016 with a joint Communique with the Security Council. Ethiopia and Rwanda will provide troops to the force.  
 

 President Kiir attends Arab African Summit in Equatorial Guinea – South Sudan President Salva Kiir attended the 
fourth Arab African Summit on Wednesday 23 November in Malabo, Equatorial Guinea.  On the sidelines of the 
summit, Kiir met with Sudanese President Omar Al Bashir to discuss implementation of security arrangements 
outlined in the 2012 Cooperation Agreement and the expulsion of rebel groups within the two countries.  Minister 
Mayiik Ayii Deng who accompanied Kiir noted that the two presidents have agreed to form a committee and establish 
a hotline to “begin a new chapter of relations between the two countries”.  The meeting follows the widely reported 
apparent refusal of arrival to Khartoum of former First Vice President Riek Machar on Sunday 20 November. 
 

 New Japanese Contingent Arrives with New Mandate – Japanese troops from the Ground Self Defence Forces (GSDF) 
began arriving to Juba on Monday 21 November, with a total of 130 in the country thus far. The GSDF will comprise 
of 350 soldiers, who will all arrive by 15 December 2016; they taking over from a previous contingent of Japanese 
peacekeepers who served in the United Nations Mission in South Sudan, but were not authorized to use force.  This 
represents the first time Japanese soldiers have been authorized to use force worldwide since the Second World War. 
   

 UN Security Council expresses alarm over the escalation of ethnic violence in South Sudan – On 18 November the 
United Nations Security Council released a press statement calling for urgent steps to address the increasing hate 
speech and ethnic violence in South Sudan, advocating for promotion of reconciliation among the people, including 
through justice and accountability processes. The Security Council expressed “deep alarm” over the escalation of 
ethnic violence, reportedly carried out by SPLA, the SPLA-IO, as well as militias, and unidentified armed groups. They 
called for an inclusive political process, based on the framework provided by the Agreement on the Resolution of the 
Conflict in the Republic of South Sudan (ARCRSS), which allows for all voices to participate in shaping the future of the 
country. The members of the Security Council signalled their readiness to consider taking additional measures in order 
to prevent a further escalation of violence and conflict, including potential sanctions that may be appropriate to 
respond to the situation. While, the United States Government also circulated a draft resolution to the Security 
Council to impose an arms embargo on South Sudan and targeted sanctions, with China and Russia voicing opposition 
to the move. 
 

 Renewed fighting in Unity - Fresh fighting between SPLA and SPLA-IO troops began on Friday 11 November around 
Nhialdiu area in Unity, approximately 40 kilometres from Bentiu, creating additional displacement. During these 
clashes, nine humanitarian workers were caught up and were later taken by the IO troops when they retreated from 
Nhialdiu as they foresaw a counter offensive from the SPLA. The aid workers, including one international from West 
Africa, were safely evacuated from Jazeera where they had been taken, and arrived to Bentiu unharmed.  
 

 Interim Report of the UN Panel of Experts for South Sudan Released – The United Nations panel of experts released 
an official letter to the President of the Security Council, subsequent to the submission of their report to the Security 
Council Committee on 28 October, considered by the Committee on 11 November. The report noted that “the political 
and security situation in the country has continued to deteriorate markedly, and the prospects for an even more 
catastrophic escalation of violence at the outset of the dry season in November and December are high. Armed actors 
on all sides continue to demonstrate in word and in deed that they are preparing for just such an escalation”. The 
report also noted that “violence is surging in greater Equatoria and has included the systematic targeting of civilians, 
gross violations of human rights and international humanitarian law and widespread sexual violence.” The panel of 
experts was established pursuant to the establishment of UN Resolution 2206 in March 2015 due to the ongoing 
conflict in South Sudan, with its mandate now extended up to 1 July 2016. 
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REFUGEE RESPONSE 

 Protection  

Achievements and impact 

 In all refugee camps and internally displaced persons (IDPs) sites across South Sudan, UNHCR and its partners 
commemorated the annual 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based violence with a series of activities including 
processions, poem recitals, drama performances, sports and singing of songs to reflect and take action for Elimination 
of Violence against Women. The 16 Days of Activism campaign runs from 25 November, the International Day for the 
Elimination of Violence against Women, and runs to Human Rights Day on 10 December. 

Western Equatoria 

 In Makpandu refugee settlement, UNHCR started the distribution of three-month dignity kits to 66 primary school 
girls. The distribution will continue to cover all girl pupils in the refugee settlement.  

Unity 

 In Pamir refugee camp, as of 30 November, UNHCR relocated 2,332 refugees from Yida to Pamir including 2,185 
refugees previously settled in Yida settlement. Cumulatively, 3,766 refugees have been relocated from Yida to Pamir, 
including 3,386 individuals previously settled in Yida settlement since opening its opening in September. The total 
population of Pamir camp now stands at 3,788 individuals (869 households). 

 In Ajuong Thok, UNHCR in collaboration with its government partner the Commission for Refugees Affairs (CRA) 
distributed rechargeable solar torches, raincoats, gumboots, and ten bicycles to 241 community police (CP) members. 
The bicycles will facilitate their movement in response to distress calls in the camp.  

 In Ajuong Thok Refugee Camp, UNHCR partner International Rescue Committee (IRC) conducted 15 sessions of 
advocacy on Sexual Gender-Based Violence (SGBV) bringing the total of such sessions to 519 in 2016. 

 In Pamir Refugee Camp, UNHCR held 60 sessions of advocacy on SGBV. Cumulatively 60 such sessions have been 
carried out in 2016. 

 In Pamir Camp, in response to the rising number of the refugee population, UNHCR set up a Protection Desk where 
refugees can directly receive personal protection counseling.  

 In Ajuong Thok and Pamir camps, UNHCR and its partners concluded participatory assessments aimed at the 
improvement of security and safety in the camps. As a result, UNHCR documented cases such as sexual assaults and 
intimidation faced during harvests and fetching firewood.   

 

Identified needs and remaining gaps 

Central Equatoria 

 In Yei, UNHCR and its partners continue to face restrictions to Lasu refugee settlement from government soldiers 
along the road as a result of armed groups’ activities in the area. Despite a joint resolution and a letter from the 
government granting safe passage for UNHCR partners, UNHCR ambulance is unable to access the settlement to 
evacuate refugees who are in critical health conditions.  

Unity 

 In Ajuong Thok camp, as a result of the participatory assessment carried out, it was observed that inadequate essential 
services such as uniforms, desks, textbooks and classrooms in schools, limited opportunities for skills training and 
income generating activities and concerns about the quality of services in the area of health, WASH, nutrition, shelter, 
support to persons with specific needs and child protection facilities. Other issues raised during the assessment 
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included the presence of armed elements passing through the camp. This matter is being addressed by  Commission 
for Refugee Affairs (CRA) and police and yet to be resolved. 

 Education 

Achievements and impact 

Western Equatoria 

 In Makpandu refugee settlement, UNHCR partner World Vision International (WVI) delivered School furniture that 
included 40 desks, 10 Chairs and three tables for the newly constructed classrooms. While, WVI completed the 
construction of teachers’ quarter latrine.  

Unity 

 In Ajuong Thok camp, UNHCR delivered 200 desks to Alwa and Bankee primary schools. Also, UNHCR provided 
laboratory tools to Mandela secondary school in Pamir. 

 Food Security and Nutrition   

Achievements and impact 

Western Equatoria  

 In Makpandu refugee settlement, UNHCR screened 70 children from the refugee and host communities for MUAC of 
which 11 children were found with Acute Malnourishment from both host community and refugees. Eight children 
were Moderate acute malnutrition, and two severe acute malnutrition was found. All children were referred to 
Yambio Hospital for treatment. 

Upper Nile   

 In Gendressa and Kaya refugee camps, UNHCR partner ACTED supported 100 refugees including men and women 
from five farmer field schools to carry out the harvest of seed multiplication garden. As a result, 264.8kgs of Maize, 
246kgs of cowpea and 490kgs of shelled groundnuts were harvested. The overall objective of seed multiplication is to 
support farmer seed systems through development of sustainable access to seeds in the longer term.  

 

 Health 

Achievements and Impact 

Upper Nile 

 In Maban, UNHCR began the construction of a newborn care unit for Bunj hospital. The neonatal care unit will 
serve as a referral facility for the vulnerable neonate babies. The construction is expected to finish by the end of 
2016. 

 Shelter and NFIs  

Achievements and Impact 

Upper Nile 

 In Doro refugee camp, UNHCR partner the Danish Refugee Council (DRC) distributed non-food items to 1,882 refugee 
families. Items distributed included buckets, blankets, and kitchen sets.  The distribution will continue through 
December targeting family size 6 and 7. Other vulnerable groups (elderly and female-headed households) will be also 
targeted during the upcoming deliveries of additional items (sleeping mats, jerry cans, etc.) in both Doro and Yusuf 
Batil camp. 
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 Water and Sanitation 

Achievements and impact 

Upper Nile 

 In Doro camp, UNHCR partner ACTED recorded an improved sanitation coverage of 23 persons per latrine in contrast 
to the 25 persons per latrine after completion of new household latrines. During the reporting period, UNHCR partner 
ACTED completed the construction of 123 new household latrines. 

 In other Maban camps, the number of persons per latrine remained the same, at Gendrassa 8, Kaya 13 and Batil 14. 
Making an overall average for all camps in Maban at 15 persons per latrine. 

 Following the end of rainy season, and as the dry season intensifies, increased water demand has been noticed. The 
water coverage stands at 21 liters per person per day an increment of 3 liters from 18 liters recorded at the beginning 
of November. 

 In Kaya camp, UNHCR partner ACTED completed the construction of a new water storage tank improving the capacity 
of water storage in Kaya by 45,000 liters; this will improve water pressure at targeted water collection points. 

 Across Maban camps, UNHCR partner ACTED completed the construction of 40 new structures of latrines for persons 
with specific needs (PSNs).  

Unity 

 In Ajuong Thok and Pamir camps, UNHCR and its partners Lutheran World Federation (LWF) and Samaritan Purse 
(SP) conducted training for 72 teachers drawn from primary, secondary and Accelerated Learning Program (ALP) 
schools for Pamir on “Safe School Environment.” Participants learned how to ensure that school premises are safe 
environmentally while enhancing protection of the learners. To mitigate existing environmental issues, UNHCR 
and SP will through LWF provide schools with hygiene tools such as wheelbarrows and waste management tools, 
digging tools, drinking cups/water buckets and bricks. 

Identified needs and remaining gaps 

Central Equatoria 

 In Lasu refugee settlement, UNHCR has received reports of lack of clean drinking water for refugees in their 
hideouts as they are unable to access Lasu settlement. Currently, refugees are drinking contaminated water from 
rivers/streams. 

  Community Empowerment and Self-Reliance 

Achievements and impact 

Central Equatoria  

 In Gorom refugee settlement, UNHCR in collaboration with the South Sudan Older Peoples Organization (SSOPO) has 
commenced a two-mouth training for ten refugees’ men and women in hotel management for two months. After the 
training, the trainees will undergo internships at hotels within Juba city.   

Upper Nile 

 In Yusuf Batil and Doro camps, following the October needs assessment training, UNHCR, and partner Relief 
International conducted a four-day business skills development training to 220 Village Saving Loans Association 
members including men and women engaged in small scale and micro enterprises. The training equipped targeted 
persons of concern with relevant skills to sustain viable enterprises 

 In Yusuf Batil camp, UNHCR partner Relief International conducted agribusiness mindset change training to 30 Village 
Savings and Loans association female members. The overall objective of the training is to encourage persons of 
concern to undertake to farm with a market orientation as opposed to subsistence, which is currently a common 
practice.  

 In Gendressa camp, UNHCR and partner ACTED conducted a participatory seasonal weather-monitoring workshop to 
99 participants, males, and females including representatives from the county Ministry of Agriculture/ forestry; 
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community leaders, teachers, farmer groups and other partner agencies. The workshop sought to understand 
community coping strategies/resilience capacity; agricultural production and constraints.   

Unity 

 In Ajuong Thok camp, UNHCR completed the construction of two production workshops for making footballs by 
refugees.  

 

IDP RESPONSE 

 Protection 

COORDINATION 

Achievements and impact 

Upper Nile 

 UNHCR led an interagency mission to conduct a joint assessment mission to Rambo in Guel Guk 30km from Adar oil 
field together with World Food Program (WFP), Humanitarian Development Consortium (HDC), Samaritan’s Purse (SP) 
and government counterpart Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (RRC). The joint mission profiled 363HHs/1,123 
IDPs. The mission found that majority of IDPs are women and children from Nuer, Dinka, Shilluk, Mabanese, and other 
tribes from the Equatorian region displaced from Malakal, Melut, and Nasir; there is little prospect to IDPs returning 
to Malakal, Melut, Nasir and places given the evolving security situation in South Sudan, especially in Upper Nile State. 
The mission noted the presence of separated children and persons with specific needs, as well as no school and health 
facilities. UNHCR will coordinate with other agencies to provide the much-needed support to the profiled IDPs.  

OPERATIONS 

Jonglei 

 In Bor, UNHCR organized and facilitated one-day training to 25 participants on Refugees and Asylum Seekers’ 
protection. Participants were drawn from the Directorate of Nationality, Passport and Immigration (DNPI) and other 
Police personnel units.  

 In Akobo, UNHCR partner INTERSOS trained 50 women on income generating activities (baking). In a related 
intervention, UNHCR trained 20 women in cake-making. As a result of the training, beneficiaries baked and sold cakes 
in Bor market and generated 10,600 South Sudanese Pounds.  

 Shelter and NFIs 

Central Equatoria 

 In Yei, UNHCR and its partners completed the targeted distribution of Non-Food Items (NFI) to 4,328 of the 5,000 
families of the most vulnerable internally displaced persons (IDPs) planned. Some vulnerable IDPs could not access 
the distribution centers due to the unpredictability of security. NFI items include blankets, sleeping mats, jerry cans, 
soap, buckets, mosquito nets and kitchen sets, including sanitary pads and underwear for women and girls of 
reproductive age. UNHCR and its partners in Yei will continue to do protection monitoring to provide NFIs to extremely 
vulnerable IDPs upon their identification.  

 In Juba, UNHCR continued with the identification of persons with special needs (PSNs) inside the Protection of Civilians 
(POC) sites.  UNHCR and its partners Humanitarian Development Consortium supported 23 households (HHs) of PSNs’ 
new arrivals from Yei with NFIs in POC 3. While in Mahad 114 HH (597 Individuals) and 100 families at Don Bosco 
received assorted NFIs. Items distributed included blankets, kitchen sets, buckets, jerry cans, sleeping mats, plastic 
sheets, soap and mosquito nets and sleeping mats. 

 In Juba, UNHCR in collaboration with UN Women distributed energy saving stoves to women of the 1,297 PSNs 
targeted inside POC 3. Out of the targeted 1,297 PSNs in POC-3, almost 40% of PSNs in Zone A, B, C, and D have 
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received their stoves. This is a continuation of distributions already conducted in POC 1. These distributions of fuel 
efficient stoves will reduce the frequency of exposure of women to risks in search of firewood.  

Upper Nile 

 In Wau Shilluk, UNHCR and its partner the Danish Refugee Council (DRC) distributed Non-Food Items (NFIs) to 641 
Persons with Specific Needs (PSNs). 

 In Bunj, along with other humanitarian actors such as World Food Program (WFP), Samaritan’s Purse (SP) and 
Humanitarian Development Consortium (HDC) supported by Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (RRC), UNHCR 
distributed NFIs to 212 individuals displaced following fighting between the SPLA-In opposition and government 
forces in August 2016.  NFIs included mosquito nets, plastic sheets, sleeping mats, blankets, jerry cans, kitchen sets 
and soap  

FINANCIAL INFORMATION                                                                  

Total recorded contributions for the operation amount to USD 87,600,836 as of 29 November 2016. UNHCR is grateful for 
the critical support provided by donors who have contributed to this operation as well as those who have contributed to 
UNHCR programmes with earmarked and broadly earmarked funds. 

 

 

 

61,933,000
6,737,517

5,989,321
3,500,000
3,352,259

1,872,659
1,847,243

1,133,787
250,000
216,450
199,842
119,498
80,541
80,250
13,115
1,089
672
48
38
29

United States of America
European Union

CERF
Japan

Germany
Canada

Educate a Child Programme - EAC
Priv Donors Germany

France
The JMCMRJ Sorrell Foundation

Common Humanitarian Fund
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation

Vodafone Foundation
UN Programme On HIV/AIDS

Spain
Priv Donors Australia

Priv Donors Italy
Priv Donors Sweden

Priv Donors USA
Priv Donors Switzerland

Contacts: 

Rocco Nuri, Public Information/Comms Officer, nuri@unhcr.org, Cell: +211 927 725 535 

Juliette Stevenson, Reporting Officer, stevenso@unhcr.org, Cell: +211 700 550 

Richard Ruati, Assistant External Relations Officer, ruati@unhcr.org, Cell: +211 927 725 515 

 

Links: 

South Sudan Situation Regional Portal 

UNHCR South Sudan Facebook page 

UNHCR News Story: New ‘Protection Desks’ give expert help to South Sudan’s vulnerable 

UNHCR News Story: 100,000 fearful civilians trapped in South Sudan town 

UNHCR Briefing Note: UNHCR sounds warning alarms over situation in South Sudan’s Yei 
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http://www.unhcr.org/news/latest/2016/10/580a205c4/new-protection-desks-give-expert-help-south-sudans-vulnerable.html
http://www.unhcr.org/news/latest/2016/9/57ee684f4/100000-fearful-civilians-trapped-south-sudan-town.html
http://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2016/9/57ee25224/unhcr-sounds-warning-situation-south-sudans-yei.html

