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Operational Objectives and Durable Solutions according to Populations of Concern 

Ivoirian returnees (former refugees and former IDPs): facilitate voluntary repatriation; fair protection 
processes and documentation; ensure security from violence and exploitation; community self-management; 
assistance with skills training and livelihood; promotion of social cohesion. 
Refugees: local integration; provide basic needs and essential services; issuance of individual documentation. 
Stateless persons: strengthen community-based approaches for identifying vulnerable people; strengthen data 
collection; improve access to birth registration services.  
 

   Refugees in Côte d’Ivoire – January 2014                 Organized repatriation of Ivoirian refugees 
                                                                                              by country of asylum in January 2014 

           

 
UNHCR Organized repatriation of Ivoirian refugees by month (July 2013-January 2014) 
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Country of Origin Individuals 

Liberia  328 

Republic of Congo   161 

Dem. Republic of Congo  157 

Rwanda  74 

Burundi  33 

Togo  29 

Cambodia 28 

Others  111 

Total  921 

Asylum country  No. of persons 

Liberia  1,984 

Togo 15     

Ghana  2     

Total  2,001 



  
                                                                                                                                                                                        
Working with partners                                                     UNHCR’s operation in 2014 (in USD) 

  
Key achievements        

 

UNHCR continues to coordinate repatriation 
operations and provide assistance for re-integration – 
mainly in the west, south-west and in Abidjan. 
 

Implementing partners: 
 

• Government agencies: Ministry of Foreign Affairs; 
Ministry of Justice and Human Rights. 

• NGOs: Association de Soutien à l'Auto-promotion 
Sanitaire Urbaine (ASAPSU); Caritas; Norwegian 
Refugee Council (NRC); Danish Refugee Council 
(DRC); Search For Common Ground (SFCG). 

• UN: WFP; UNOPS; IOM, UNWOMEN. 

 BY POPULATION BUDGET 

Returnees  
Voluntary return  8,250,000 

Reintegration          6,421,000           

Stateless   2,051,868 

Refugees  3,137,000 

Total Budget  19,859,868 

 

• UNHCR and its partners repatriated some 2,001 Ivoirian refugees during the month of January 2014. Out of an 
estimated 300,000 that fled Côte d’Ivoire (CDI) to escape the violence generated by the 2010-11 post-electoral 
crisis, over 230,000 Ivoirian refugees have now come back from exile since October 2011. Many returned on 
their own – spontaneously – while others returned with the assistance of UNHCR and its partners in organized 
convoys. Some 70,000 Ivoirians are still refugees in West Africa. During 2014, UNHCR and its partners plan to 
repatriate an additional 20,000 individuals from neighboring countries of asylum.  

 

• New refugees’ identification documents were delivered at a ceremony in Abidjan at the Office National 

d’Identification (ONI), on 16 January. These documents will allow for greater protection of refugees, including 
freedom of movements around the country. At the end of January, there are 921 registered refugees in CDI. 

 

• From 13 to 31 January, two colleagues from JIPS, Headquarters, were on mission in Cote d’Ivoire to support 
UNHCR, UNDP and other partners to set up and undertake a profiling exercise of formerly displaced 
populations, both internally and externally (ex-IDPs, returnees and refugees still in countries of asylum). In the 
West and South-West, the team met with administrative and traditional authorities and conducted group 
discussions with local communities. The two JIPS experts were later joined by a Profiling Coordinator. The 
mission objective should be read in conjunction with the SG's decision on Durable Solutions strategy in CDI.  

 

• During the month under review, four containers of used clothes donated from a Japanese NGO to UNHCR were 
received in Abidjan and later deployed and stored at the Danane warehouse. The clothes will be distributed to 
persons of concern to UNHCR in the West of the country. 

 

• On 16 January, at an official ceremony organized by the Ministry of State, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mrs. Ann 
Encontre, the outgoing UNHCR Representative, was awarded the ‘Ordre  National du Mérite Ivoirien’ on behalf 
of the President of the Republic through the Minister of Foreign Affairs, SEM Charles Koffi Diby. The award was 
given to Mrs. Encontre for the outstanding contribution she made for Côte d’Ivoire during her two and half years 
of mandate in the country, as well as for the fruitful collaboration that she established with the Ivoirian 
Government in areas such as the return of Ivorian refugees, the assistance to internally displaced persons and 
the fight against statelessness.  

 

• A week later, on 22 January, the new UNHCR Representative, Mr. Mohamed Toure, presented his letters of 
credence to the Minister of State, Minister of Foreign Affairs, SEM Charles Koffi Diby, at the Minister’s office, in 
Plateau, Abidjan. In the course of the meeting, the situation of Ivorian refugees in the sub-region was reviewed. 
Mr. Toure highlighted Cote d’Ivoire’s tradition in hosting refugees not only within the region, but also ‘boat 
people’ and Southern African refugees. The current activities of UNHCR in the country were also examined. Mr. 
Toure thanked the Minister for the confidence placed in him by the Ivoirian Government and confirmed his 
willingness to pursue the fruitful collaboration with the Ivorian authorities throughout its tenure. 

 

 
For further details please contact: 

Mr. Mohamed Toure              Mr. Francesco Bert 
Title: Representative         Title: Assoc. Donor/Ext. Rel. Officer 
Email: Toure@unhcr.org       Email:bert@unhcr.org  
 

http://data.unhcr.org/cotedivoire 

UNHCR Staff: 
The staff comprises 70 persons: 51 national staff, 
13 international staff, and 6 UN Volunteers. 
  

UNHCR Representation in Cote d’Ivoire:  
Branch Office Abidjan; Sub-Office Guiglo 
(overseeing West); Field Office Tabou (overseeing 
South-West)   


