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KEY FIGURES:

1.5 million  people expec t ed to be impacted in
Mosul and surrounding areas
793,422  people currently displaced

Governorate of displacement

53,856 Families assessed
255,923 Individuals

Source: UNHCR Partners, *IOM/DTM and Open Street Map Geographic Coordinate System: GCS_WFS_1984

90% of families with no income 
1,286 unaccompanied or separated children
30% 
4,688 families referred for cash assistance

70,440 72,518 60,339 52,626

  

from the broader Mosul Corridor covering Erbil, Ninewa, 
Salah al-Din and Kirkuk Governorates since March 2016

300,576   IDPs have returned to their places of origin

Wassit

BabylonKerbala Missan

Sources: Esri, HERE, DeLorme, increment P Corp., NPS, NRCan, Ordnance Survey, © OpenStreetMap

CGIAR, N Robinson, NCEAS, NLS, OS, NMA, Geodatastyrelsen, Rijkswaterstaat, GSA, Geoland, FEM
community

HIGHLIGHTS: More than 1,800 individuals managed to leave Tel Jarabia informal site (Ninewa) but more than a thousand families remain on site under severe 
movement restrictions and sub-standard conditions. Advocacy efforts and protection interventions are underway to ensure that those wishing to leave the site 
are allowed to do so. In Ninewa, the closure of Narawan checkpoint continues to hamper returns to Mosul from Nargizlia camps and authorities are now consid-
ering alternative routes to facilitate returns. Across Iraq, economic realities and inaccessible social welfare interventions are forcing many IDP children living in 
camps to engage in child labour.

   from the beginning of the Mosul operation to date

For more information contact: Precillar Moyo moyop@unhcr.org
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Displacement trends
A number of families continue to undergo multiple cycles of displacement due to the security situation in areas of 
return. This week, 2,493 individuals (539 families) arrived to Hamman Al-Alil Transit Site (HAA TS). While a number of 
the new arrivals were families who could no longer afford rental accommodation in Mosul, a growing number are 
coming back from Zummar sub-district (Ninewa). They were displaced to camps south of Mosul prior to returning to 
their areas of origin, but were displaced again after Iraqi Security Forces (ISF) regained control of the sub-district. 
Interviews with the families revealed that either they came back to the camps after discovering that their homes were 
completely destroyed, or they were advised by ISF that Zummar is currently a conflict area between the ISF and the 
Kurdish Security Forces and that remaining there would be risky. Upon arrival to HAA TS, displaced families are 
provided with shelter, non-food items, food assistance, and protection services including civil documentation to 
facilitate receipt of government assistance and freedom of movement.

In Haj Ali camp, south of Mosul, protection teams interviewed a number of vulnerable families from Hawiga district 
(Kirkuk), who were evicted from their homes by Popular Mobilisation Forces (PMF) and Federal Police and were in 
need of specialised protection services. The families report that, prior to being evicted, their homes were raided and 
their belongings confiscated.  At checkpoints, the families claimed to have been harassed and abused. UNHCR contin-
ues to call upon authorities to safeguard the rule of law and to protect families who are vulnerable to collective 
punishment. 

One female-headed family arrived to Nargizlia camp after being detained at Zakho border for attempting to cross into 
Turkey illegally. The woman and her children spent some weeks in a detention facility before being moved to Nargizlia 
camp, where authorities have stated they will remain until the road to Mosul reopens and she can be reunited with 
relatives in Mosul. In camps east of Mosul, seven families comprising 33 individuals arrived to Hasansham, Chamakor 
and Khazer camps. All the new arrivals were cases of family reunification with relatives already residing in the camp. 
Despite the ongoing tensions between the Central Government and the Kurdistan Regional Government, no new 
displacement has been recorded this week. 

Movement Restrictions 
UNHCR protection partners conducted a protection assessment in Tel Jarabia site (Ninewa) after new arrivals to HAA 
TS raised serious concerns over the conditions at the site. Interviews with key informants and PMF (who are 
controlling the site) revealed that 250 individuals arrive to the site on a daily basis, mostly through smugglers, and 
despite serious shortages in services, shelter, and non-food-items at the site. Families reported that in addition to 
overcrowding, PMF have imposed severe movement restrictions on families. The most affected are female headed 
households who are unable to leave the camp without male assistance or a sponsor. This is a significant obstacle to 
freedom of movement, in particular for families from west Anbar, who do not have relatives residing outside of the 
site. A majority of the families reported that PMF confiscated their civil IDs en route to Tel Jarabia, and have not 
returned the documents. This further restricts the families’ ability to leave the site. The site continues to present 
significant challenges to humanitarian actors due to its highly militarized nature. The assessment also revealed that a 
number of unaccompanied and separated children are in the camp and in need of child protection assistance to trace 
and reunite them with family. After the assessment and following ongoing advocacy, 1,983 individuals were transport-
ed from Tel Jarabia to HAA TS but many more have expressed the desire to leave the site. UNHCR continues to 
advocate for armed actors to desist from confiscating civil identity documents. 

Child protection
Child labour remains a challenge in all camps. The lack of livelihood opportunities in the camps especially for 
female-headed-households, remains the main contributing factor for children engaging in employment in camps. 

For more information contact: Precillar Moyo moyop@unhcr.org 
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Traditional views relating to co-education, the lack of formal schools, and family responsibilities are also influencing 
the low attendance. UNHCR protection teams and other child protection actors continue to run campaigns and to 
encourage parents to send children to school but efforts to address the lack of livelihood opportunities in camps 
remain unresolved. In HAA 2 Camp, of the 2,344 school-aged children, only 1,344 are currently attending temporary 
learning spaces.

Return movements 
Returns are ongoing from all camps around Mosul. Perceptions of improved safety in areas of return, the desire to 
enrol children and youth in schools and universities, resumption of government employment and the impending 
winter continue to encourage families to return. Although the number of returns from the camps located to the east 
of Mosul has decreased this week compared to previous weeks, the occupancy rate continue to decrease, and authori-
ties are considering consolidating camp services. A total of 887 individuals returned to various towns and villages in 
Ninewa Governorate from Hasansham, Khazer and Chamakor camps this week. UNHCR continues to monitor returns, 
assessing protection conditions, voluntariness, safety and sustainability. The fact that many families are unable to 
conduct go-and-see visits to their places of origin prior to returning there raises concerns, especially for those families 
whose homes have been partially or significantly damaged. Protection partners have noted that some families depart 
from camps prematurely or uninformed, leading quickly to their displacement back to camps.

While a number of families are leaving the camp to areas of origin or to rental accommodation in Mosul, there are also 
families who wish to return but are unable to. This week protection actors identified some families from Bashiqa and 
Hamdaniya villages of Hasar, Sqof, Zangal, Sherkan and Telaswad, who state that authorities are denying them the 
right to return. 

This week, 111 families left HAA 1, 2, Salamiyah 1, 2 and Nimrud camps to return to areas of origin in Zummar, Kisik, 
and Mosul (Ninewa), and Hawiga (Kirkuk). Families from Hawiga reported that they have been informed by family 
members who did not leave Hawiga that their homes are in good condition and safe for return. Those returning to 
west Mosul are also reporting that services, including schools, are slowly becoming available even though families are 
largely dependent on generators for electricity.

In Nargizlia camp, returns to Mosul have been on hold since 23 October due to the closure of Narawan checkpoint on 
the road to Mosul and recently retaken disputed areas. Security officials have stated that they are considering whether 
Khazer checkpoint could be a viable alternative route as many families have been waiting to return. Follow up 
interviews with families who returned prior to October 23 reveal that a number of families who left the camp to Mosul 
in preparation for returning to Wana, in the north of Ninewa, are still awaiting clearance from authorities and are 
renting accommodation or living with relatives in Mosul. Rental costs remain high and employment opportunities are 
scarce, pushing some families to reside in unfinished buildings. Families who returned to Muhalabiya and Zummar in 
Telafar (Ninewa) report that Muhalabiya is still highly contaminated with unexploded ordinance and that the general 
security in the area remains precarious. In addition the post-return interviews revealed that at least 20 families who 
had returned to Al Asheq village in Telafar have been confronted with lack of basic services, food, and water, as well 
as destroyed homes. They attempted to come back to Nargizlia camp, but were not allowed through Khorsibad check-
point. It remains unclear where the families ended up.

While families have been unable to return to Mosul and other disputed areas since 23 October, 18 families (91 individ-
uals) returned from Nargizlia to Shwerh and Sndada villages, east of Mosul., in Shikhan district. UNHCR and other 
protection actors continue to advocate for safe, voluntary and dignified returns for IDPs.


