
MOSUL WEEKLY PROTECTION UPDATE  

KEY FIGURES:

1.5 million  people expec t ed to be impacted in
Mosul and surrounding areas
793,422  people currently displaced

Governorate of displacement

52,305 Families assessed
247,799 Individuals

Source: UNHCR Partners, *IOM/DTM and Open Street Map Geographic Coordinate System: GCS_WFS_1984

90% of families with no income 
1,261 unaccompanied or separated children
30% 
4,688 families referred for cash assistance

69,838 71,885 59,768 52,083

  

from the broader Mosul Corridor covering Erbil, Ninewa, 
Salah al-Din and Kirkuk Governorates since March 2016

300,576   IDPs have returned to their places of origin

Wassit

BabylonKerbala Missan

Sources: Esri, HERE, DeLorme, increment P Corp., NPS, NRCan, Ordnance Survey, © OpenStreetMap

CGIAR, N Robinson, NCEAS, NLS, OS, NMA, Geodatastyrelsen, Rijkswaterstaat, GSA, Geoland, FEM
community

HIGHLIGHTS: Returns to recently retaken disputed areas and other parts of Ninewa Governorate are currently outpacing new arrivals. The impending winter 
and the lack of kerosene in camps are the main reasons for premature returns. Intention surveys this week showed, however, that the most vulnerable families 
wish to remain in displacement due to intercommunal tensions and the lack of social and economic means to rebuild homes and life. The risk of arbitrary deten-
tion and disappearance of vulnerable families in need of specialized protection at the hands of armed actors remains a serious protection concern. 

   from the beginning of the Mosul operation to date

For more information contact: Precillar Moyo moyop@unhcr.org
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Displacement trends

New displacement from retaken areas in Ninewa remains low. However, secondary displacement of 
extremely vulnerable families in need of specialized services and of those in need of humanitarian assistance 
due to the lack of basic services and shelter is on the increase. This week six families (30 individuals) reached 
Hammam Al-Alil Transit Site (HAA TS) from Hatra, Al Tanak, Al Masayed and Um Edham villages. From HAA 
TS the families were transferred to serviced camps and protection teams are attending to their protection 
needs. Some families who were displaced within Mosul city after their homes were destroyed reported that 
they sought shelter in an unfinished building as they could not afford to rent, but that the owner had recently 
returned to finish the building and asked them to leave. Protection actors are identifying many female-head-
ed households, as male relatives have had to send their families to camps while they search for day labour 
opportunities or attempt to rebuild their destroyed home in phases. The lack of livelihood opportunities and 
absence of targeted government assistance to rebuild destroyed homes continues to keep many families in 
displacement in various parts of Ninewa. 

Camps located in the east of Mosul resumed receiving sporadic new arrivals after a week of not receiving any 
families. The majority of arrivals are cases of family reunification of families from west Mosul who already 
have family members in the Hasansham, Khazer or Chamakor camps. No new arrivals to Nargizlia camp were 
recorded this week apart from a group of IDPs which had initially left the camp under employment sponsor-
ship to Shikhan but returned after reportedly being exploited by the sponsor. Despite campaigns to raise 
awareness among IDPs about their rights and caution them about labour malpractices, many families contin-
ue to leave the camp to work as shepherds in the hope of earning some income as opportunities to do so are 
very limited in the camp. Since the opening of the camps located in the east and north east of Mosul, UNHCR 
has been advocating for freedom of movement for IDPs but restrictions remain in place except for Garmawa 
camp were families can obtain permission to look for job opportunities themselves.

This week, some 61 families affected by the ongoing tensions between Iraqi Security Forces (ISF) and 
Kurdish Security Forces (KSF) in Makhmur arrived to Debaga camp. These are vulnerable Kurdish families 
who fled the ongoing clashes which started in October and do not have relatives to accommodate them in 
out of camp locations. 

Interviews with families who left Tel Jarabia camp to Hammam Al-Alil at the end of last week showed that 
the majority of arrivals from west Anbar were brought to the site by smugglers under false pretenses. In 
addition the families alleged that once at the site, they are not permitted to leave without a bribe to the 
militia controlling the site. Many families reported that they would like to leave the site but are unable to do 
so. This week, 240 individuals from Al Qa’im arrived to Tel Jarabia informal site. 

Arbitrary Detention

UNHCR partners operating in camp and out of camp locations in Ninewa continue to identify, and assist in 
providing legal representation for arbitrary detention cases.  A number of families who fled Telafar and 
Hawiga had almost all male relatives above the age of 14 detained en route, at different locations manned 
by both ISF and KSF, making family tracing time consuming and visits more challenging. In addition, in camps 
south of Mosul, National Security fails to systematically inform families of the whereabouts of their relatives 
after they have been arrested. Families who report that male relatives have been detained are referred to 
ICRC to enable tracing. Female-headed households are reporting being increasingly concerned about the 
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presence of armed actors who patrol within sectors of some camps. The armed actors are reported to be 
particularly targeting vulnerable families in need of specialized protection, with reported cases of arbitrary 
detention of females, and concerning reports of disappearances.  The risk of gender-based violence and 
exploitation remains high. In a recent development, and in contrast with the above, in some camps, arrests 
are made with the knowledge of camp management and using arrest warrants. Families are informed of the 
whereabouts of the family member detained and protection partners are advocating with relevant authori-
ties to allow and facilitate family visits to detainees. For example in Nargizlia camp, security actors have now 
started to facilitate family visits to Dohuk prison twice a week. Transportation or legal representation is 
however not provided by authorities, leaving some vulnerable families without the possibility to visit their 
detained relatives or hire legal representation for them. 

Return movements
 
Interviews with returnees and intention interviews with remaining families provide useful insights into the 
motivations behind returns, enabling protection partners to better assess the voluntariness, safety, and 
sustainability of returns. Among the returnee families interviewed this week, those who returned to recently 
retaken villages in disputed areas such as Zummar and villages in Sinjar (Ninewa) report improved security 
conditions and mention that this, along with the fear of checkpoint closures, was the main reason for their 
departure from camps east of Mosul. Only 27 out of 160 families who returned or planned to return had 
secured some form of employment before returning to their areas of origin, mostly low skilled or temporary 
work. Simultaneously, a third of the families indicated that they are from areas that remain under Peshmerga 
control and are unable to return. Others lack income or relatives to live with should they return, and many 
have stated concern over the presence of Popular Mobilisation Forces in areas of origin, or fear of collective 
punishment. Protection monitors have also noted that three out of 24 families left without receiving their 
civil documents from Hasansham and Khazer camps, east of Mosul, this week. Efforts are ongoing to 
advocate for authorities to ensure that families receive their civil identity documents prior to departure to 
mitigate against possible challenges at checkpoints. An intention survey covering all the 384 families in 
Chamakor camp revealed that 73 per cent (279 families) intend to remain in the camp while 105 families plan 
on leaving the camp in a few weeks. Those planning to leave are motivated by the availability of services and 
the improved security conditions in their areas of origin. However, 59 per cent (226 families) reported that 
their house has been damaged or destroyed and they cannot afford to rebuild or rent, and that they depend 
on humanitarian assistance for now. 

Makhmur checkpoint remains closed and impacts returns to Makhmur and Qayyarah villages. This week, 
Debaga Assayesh made special arrangements to organise the departure of 90 families who had been waiting 
to return for some weeks. In addition to these returns, over 1,300 individuals left Hasansham, Chamakor and 
Khazer camps to villages and neighbourhoods in Mosul, Hamdaniya and Telafar Districts. 

In camps located to the south of Mosul - Hammam Al-Alil, Salamiyah and Nimrud - about 108 families 
returned to areas of origin, including neighbourhoods and villages in Mosul, Telafar and Hawiga Districts. The 
first returns to Hawiga city were noted this week. Departing families reported that safer security conditions 
and the desire to return to their homes are the main factors for return. Displaced families sheltered in 
Nimrud camp (Ninewa) have also shared concerns about winter rains and the rising water level in the camp, 
and some families have returned to their areas of origin as a result. Protection monitors are currently provid-
ing messages regarding services available in other camps to enable families to consider relocating to a new 
camp should they not yet wish to return to their homes. 


