
 

Mission to Ghadames and Derj 
 

On 26-28 August, at the invitation of the Department of 
Combating Illegal Migration (DCIM), UNHCR conducted 
a mission to Ghadames to visit the detention centre 
established in Derj. The purpose of the visit was to 
establish contact with detention centre management 
and inspect the premises. The centre is being used as 
transit centre pending the transfer to Sebha. At the 
time of the visit, the centre was empty. Reportedly, 
some detainees including Malians and Somalis had 
been transferred to Sabha in the days prior to the visit. 
According to detention authorities, the Malians were 
about to be removed to Niger. UNHCR intends to carry 
out a further visit to the detention centre to monitor 
protection needs of detainees and distribute relief 
items.  During the same mission, UNHCR assessed the 
situation of displaced Tuaregs. In June 2012, about 400 
Tuareg families were forced to leave Ghadames and 
were displaced to Derj, 100 km east of Ghadames. 
Subsequently, with the support of the government 
some Tuaregs relocated to Wadi Awal, in between the 
Ghadames and the oasis of Derj. As of August 2013, 300 
families were in Derj while 22 in Wadi Awal. More 
families are expected to move to Wadi Awal in the 
coming months. The conditions in Wadi Awal are 
precarious. The government brought six containers, 
three for schools, two for the administration and one 
for a medical clinic. The Libyan Army has provided the 
Tuaregs with refrigerators and generators while 
electricity is still in the process of being installed. In 
addition, about 40 families are accommodated in Derj 
in the tents provided by UNHCR in May 2012 following 
the displacement. Access to water in Wadi Awal 
remains the biggest problem. UNHCR is looking into 
ways to provide further assistance to the displaced 
population.  
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Refugees and asylum seekers  
 
UNHCR praises the positive collaboration with the 
government of Libya. The latter has formally requested 
the collaboration of UNHCR on a number of fronts 
including the registration of refugees from Syria and 
the delivery of relief items for persons of concern in 
detention. Despite these positive developments, 
UNHCR remains concerned about the lack of safety and 
security of refugees and asylum seekers in Libya. To 
penalize those who either enter or leave the country in 
an irregular manner, Libyan authorities detain refugees 
and asylum seekers throughout the country. In 
collaboration with the Department of Combating Illegal 
Migration (DCIM), UNHCR regularly accesses detention 
centres where refugees and asylum seekers are 
detained. On 21 August, UNHCR and MSF conducted a 
joint mission to Surman detention centre to assess 
welfare conditions and identify and assist vulnerable 
cases. Detainees reported physical abuse and food 
deprivation. During the visit, UNHCR and MSF 
succeeded in releasing four Somali women in 
vulnerable conditions. In addition, most of the 
detention centres in East Libya have released all 
persons of concern to UNHCR. Sook Al Hadeka 
detention centre is temporarily closed for maintenance 
and Ganfouda previously managed by Preventive 
Security is expected to be closed. To that effect, all 
detainees have been released. In August, UNHCR’s 
implementing partner, CESVI, visited a detention centre 
managed jointly by a katiba and DCIM in Ajdabiya. At 
the time of the visit 209 persons of concern to UNHCR 
were detained, including 72 unaccompanied minors 
mainly from Eritrea and 21 women. UNHCR and CESVI 
are planning to deliver relief items to detainees.  
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Telephone hot-lines for refugees  
 

UNHCR can be reached on the following numbers: 
 

 General queries / registration:    091 9897937 
 Emergencies / detention:    091 9897936 
   Syrians:      091 7129750 
   Benghazi hot-line:                       092 3186819 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Syrian refugees registered with UNHCR in Libya  - August 2013 

 
 

 
 

 
                          
                          
 
 
  
 
 
                     

 
 

 
 

For further information, please contact :  
Emanuela Paoletti 

                           Associate External Relations Officer 
          Mobile: +218 (0)95 4140022 -  Email: paoletti@unhcr.org 
 

Maritime incidents 
 
During the month of August, UNHCR recorded the 
irregular departure of 27 boats from Libya to Italy, 
with a total of 3,044 persons on board from Ethiopia, 
Somalia and Eritrea. The Libyan Coast Guard has 
intercepted an unidentified number of boats and 
survivors were subsequently detained on account of 
irregular exit from Libya. UNHCR also followed the 
stand-off lasting almost three days whereby a tanker 
carrying 102 migrants lifted anchor and headed for 
Syracuse after having been blocked outside Maltese 
waters. On 5 August, a Liberian-flagged tanker, MT 
Salamis, rescued the migrants from a boat 24 miles 
off Libya. It was heading for Malta when it was 
denied entry to Maltese territorial waters. On 6 
August, Italy accepted to take in the migrants.  

 
 

Syrian displacement 
 
The Libyan government is seeking to facilitate the 
enrollment in schools of refugee children from 
Syria. UNHCR has been informed that children will 
be allowed to register even in the absence of 
school documentation from Syria. Authorities are 
also working to exempt Syrian refugees from 
school fees as they did for the academic year 2012-
2013. The government is also liaising with UNHCR 
concerning the registration of Syrians. In East Libya 
UNHCR met with Benghazi Local Council and the 
Immigration Police regarding possible collaboration 
on registration activities. Moreover, in Tripoli the 
government has referred to UNHCR a number of 
Syrians to be registered with the office. Overall, as 
of 31 August, 13,319 refugees from Syria were 
registered with UNHCR (photo on the first page and 
on the left). While in Benghazi registration has been 
suspended because of security reasons, the office 
continues to register and assist refugees from Syria 
with mobile teams throughout the country. For 
example, on 18 August, UNHCR was in Al Marj and 
registered 35 individuals. On 15 and 22 August 
UNHCR was also in Misrata. In collaboration with 
the Libyan Red Crescent approximately 100 
individuals were registered in Misrata. In August, 
however, UNHCR observed a reduction in the 
registration numbers. Syrians have lamented that 
the increase of checkpoints has limited their 
movements. In cooperation with its implementing 
partner CESVI, UNHCR has started cash-assistance 
distribution to Syrian families in East and West 
Libya including Misrata and Sirte. The program 
targets families with 5 or more members. UNHCR 
identified around 952 eligible families (5,607 
individuals) who will benefit from this program. As 
of August, 538 persons received cash assistance.  
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