
 

1 
 

 

Pretoria, South Africa 
02 April 2021 
 

Humanitarian agencies seek US$585 million to support 
refugees from the Democratic Republic of the Congo  

UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, together with 66 of its humanitarian and 
development partners, have launched a funding appeal for US$585 million to assist an 
anticipated 1.1 million refugees from the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) in 
seven neighbouring countries.  
 
For over a decade, the DRC – a country which has endured one of the most difficult, 
long standing humanitarian crises in Africa – has generated hundreds of thousands of 
refugees who are being generously hosted across the African continent, including in 
Angola (23,458), Burundi (79,662), Republic of the Congo (19,791), Rwanda (74,696), 
Uganda (573,406), United Republic of Tanzania (78,571) and Zambia (58,911).  
 
As a result of evolving and growing needs, and increasing strain on resources in 
countries hosting Congolese refugees, the DRC Regional Refugee Response Plan 
(RRRP) requires US$ 585 million to maintain, increase and improve programmes to 
protect, educate, support livelihoods, and provide food, health and nutrition, shelter, 
clean water and sanitation.  
 
“The Covid-19 pandemic has also added a further layer of vulnerability to the 
protection and assistance needs of Congolese refugees and asylum-seekers,” says 
UNHCR’s Southern Africa Bureau Director, Valentin Tapsoba, who serves as the 
Regional Refugee Coordinator for the DRC Situation.   
 
RRRP partners have adapted programming to the context of Covid-19 to maintain 
critical protection services and other life-saving assistance, while also scaling up 
specific assistance for those most impacted by the pandemic. 
 
At the same time, to reduce dependency on humanitarian assistance, the DRC RRRP 
promotes the inclusion of refugees in national systems, and seeks to strengthen self-
reliance through education, skills training and support livelihood opportunities for both 
refugee and host communities.  
 
“Through the RRRP we are not only expressing the urgent and long term needs of 
Congolese refugees, but we are also urging existing and new partners, interested 
stakeholders and other key role players, to join us in renewing our collective 
commitment to provide comprehensive and durable solutions for refugees from the 
DRC,” says Tapsoba. 
 
The DRC RRRP is available on: https://reporting.unhcr.org/node/30829 
 
 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Freporting.unhcr.org%2Fnode%2F30829&data=04%7C01%7Ccaux%40unhcr.org%7C481fcb05f17442e4e31008d8f5b29b5e%7Ce5c37981666441348a0c6543d2af80be%7C0%7C0%7C637529494743646027%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Y%2FkltMciJWjpoFK5dr4A88ot4z56SI1tWh0QzARBWyQ%3D&reserved=0
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For more information on this topic, please contact: 
 

• In Pretoria, Hélène Caux, caux@unhcr.org, +27 82 376 5190 
• In Pretoria, Pumla Rulashe, rulashe@unhcr.org. +27 82 377 5665 
• In Luanda, Flavia Faria, faria@unhcr.org, +244 927 668 977 
• In Bujumbura, Bernard Ntwari, ntwari@unhcr.org, +257 78 310 564/ +257 79 

204 364 
• In Kinshasa, Johannes Van Gemund, gemund@unhcr.org, + 243 817 009 484 
• In Brazzaville, Jean-Jacques Soha, soha@unhcr.org, +242 05 200 82 00 
• In Lusaka, Kelvin Shimo, shimo@unhcr.org, +260 979 585 832 
• In Nairobi, Dana Hughes, hughes@unhcr.org, +254 733 440 536 
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