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HIGHLIGHTS 

66,672  
South Sudanese 
refugees, most of 
them new 
arrivals.  

102,489  
Refugees from the 
Central African 
Republic.    

36,332 
Refugees 
from 
Burundi.   

553,896 
Congolese 
refugees in  
African countries 

6,066  
Rwandan 
refugees 
repatriated from 
DRC in 2016.   

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Populations of concern  
 

451,956 refugees,  

1,960,198* Internally Displaced Persons   

 

Country of 

origin  

Total  

Rwanda**   

CAR  

South Sudan 

Burundi  

Rep. of Congo  

Angola (exemption) 

Other   

        245,052 

        102,489 

          66,672 

          36,332 

               676 

               494 

                 241 
 

   

 

 

 
 

 

  Funding requested for 2016: 

US$ 210.4 million   

 

 

 

* Source for IDP statistics: OCHA     

** The DRC Government presented the 
number of 245,052 Rwandan refugees 
as outcome of an initial pre-registration 
by the National Commission for 
Refugees from December 2014 to 
January 2015. Biometric registration of 
Rwandan refugees is ongoing. So far 
42,132 refugees have been registered.   

Working with partners  

 Together with the DRC Government, in particular the National Commission for Refugees (CNR), 
UNHCR manages and implements humanitarian assistance and protection for refugees, 
returnees and internally displaced persons (IDPs). Through a collaborative approach, support is 
delivered jointly with MONUSCO, WFP, OCHA, UNDP, UNFPA, WHO, FAO, UN-HABITAT, UN-
WOMEN and IOM among other agencies and NGOs. UNHCR leads the Protection Cluster, which 
coordinates the protection actors in their support of IDPs and other civilians. It also supports 
the coordination and management of IDP camps. Furthermore, UNHCR co-leads the Protection 
and Prevention component of the National Strategy on Sexual and Gender-Based Violence in 
DRC.  

In the field, assistance is delivered together with 13 partners: ADES, ADSSE, AIDES, AIRD, CNR, 
COOPI, FAO, INTERSOS, MIDEFEHOPF, SAVE CONGO, SAVE THE CHILDREN, SFCG and TSF.  

 

29 % received 
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MAIN ACTIVITIES 

Refugees from South Sudan  

 During the month of December, UNHCR transferred 313 refugees to Biringi site (Aru territory). 

 There were 132 unaccompanied minors, including 46 girls, on the sites of Biringi (Ituri Province) and Meri (Haut-Uele 
Province). 

 Intensive French classes were launched at Biringi and Meri sites, to allow refugee children to attend local schools.  

 CNR conducted border monitoring in Faradje Territory, following combats in South Sudan near the border. CNR 
sensitized the Congolese Army (FARDC) and border officials on protection of refugees and the non-refoulement 
principle.  

Refugees from Burundi  

 In December, 1,340 newly arrived Burundian refugees were biometrically registered in DRC.  

 1,435 refugees were transferred to Lusenda camp from transit centers. The camp will reach its maximum capacity in 
January 2017 and despite efforts by the authorities, a new site to accommodate refugees still needs to be identified.  

 985 shelters, 1,197 latrine blocs and 697 shower blocks were completed, as part of the extension of Lusenda camp.  

 A training on the production of briquettes (small bricks composed of recycled material used as fuel) has been 
organized in Lusenda camp. These briquettes are meant to replace firewood in the mid-term in the camp, in order 
to reduce the ecological impact of the refugee presence.  

 To promote reforestation, 10,000 seedlings were planted in Lusenda from 26 to 30 December by scouts (32 from 
Uvira, 8 from Fizi and 3 scouts from Lusenda refugee camp). Scouts were supported by UNHCR and its partner AIRD.  

Refugees from Central African Republic  

 As of 19 December, the National Commission for Refugees (CNR) stopped granting prima facie refugee status to 
new arrivals from CAR. Asylum seekers from CAR need now to apply for refugee status, and a decision will be made 
on their specific case. In the meanwhile, an asylum seeker certificates will be delivered in order to ensure their 
protection and respect of their rights.  

 From 3 to 18 December, biometric registration for Central African refugees living out of camp was carried out in 
Zongo, Sud-Ubangi Province. 1,166 households of 3,518 individuals were registered and refugee certificates issued. 
Biometric registration of out of camp refugees started in late 2016. The exercise will result in updated information 
and provide refugees with documentation for their protection. In 2016, a total of 8,631 refugees have been 
registered in Sud Ubangi Province out of camps. The operation will continue in 2017 with Nord Ubangi Province.  

 General food assistance provided by the World Food Programme (WFP) was expected to continue during the first 
months of 2017, before shifting to targeted assistance for vulnerable persons. Since early 2016, WFP food provision 
was reduced by 20%. Self-reliance activities are being promoted.  

 On 10 December, in Bili (Nord-Ubangi Province), a new primary school built by UNHCR partner AIRD has been 
handed over to the authorities and the community. The school is situated half way between the town of Bili and the 
refugee camp, and it will be attended by both local and refugee children, in order to promote peaceful coexistence.  

    

UNHCR is grateful for the generous contributions of donors who have given unearmarked and broadly earmarked 
contributions to UNHCR as well as the following donors who have directly contributed to the operation in 2016: 

Belgium | Canada | CERF | Denmark | DRC Pooled Fund | European Union | Finland | France | Germany | Japan | 
Private Donors | Spain | Sweden | UNAIDS | UN Foundation | United Kingdom | USA | Vodafone Foundation  
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UNHCR Presence  

Staff: 

241 national staff 

  59 international staff 

  29 United Nations Volunteers  

    3 Consultants/Deployees  

Offices: 

15 offices located in: Aru, Bili,  

Bukavu, Bunia, Dungu, Gbadolite,  

Goma, Kalemie, Kindu, Kinshasa, 

Libenge, Lubumbashi, Mboko,  

Uvira and Zongo     
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15 offices located in: Aru, Bili, Bukavu, Bunia, Dungu, 

Gbadolite, Goma, Kalemie, Kindu, Kinshasa, 

Libenge, Lubumbashi, Mboko, Uvira and Zongo 

 

Contacts: 

Andreas Kirchhof, Senior Regional External Relations Officer, kirchhof@unhcr.org, Cell +243 81 700 94 84   

Simon Englebert Lubuku, Senior Public Information Associate, lubuku@unhcr.org, Cell +243 81 950 02 02  

UNHCR DRC Web Portal:   http://data.unhcr.org/drc/regional.php  

http://data.unhcr.org/drc/regional.php

