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HIGHLIGHTS 

64,755  
South Sudanese 
refugees, most 
of them new 
arrivals.  

103,717  
Refugees from the 
Central African 
Republic.    

34,973 
Refugees 
from 
Burundi.   

543,309 
Congolese 
refugees in  
African countries 

5,501  
Rwandan 
refugees 
repatriated from 
DRC in 2016.   

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Populations of concern  
 

449,764 refugees,  

1,960,198* Internally Displaced Persons   

 

Country of 

origin  

Total  

Rwanda**   

CAR  

South Sudan 

Burundi  

Rep. of Congo  

Angola (exemption) 

Other   

        245,052 

          103,717 

          64,755 

          34,973 

               676 

               494 

                 97 
 

   

 

 

 
 

 

  Funding requested for 2016: 

US$ 210.4 million   

 

 

 

* Source for IDP statistics: OCHA     

** The DRC Government presented the 
number of 245,052 Rwandan refugees 
as outcome of an initial pre-registration 
by the National Commission for 
Refugees from December 2014 to 
January 2015. Biometric registration of 
Rwandan refugees is ongoing. So far 
42,132 refugees have been registered.   

Working with partners  

 Together with the DRC Government, in particular the National Commission for Refugees (CNR), 
UNHCR manages and implements humanitarian assistance and protection for refugees, 
returnees and internally displaced persons (IDPs). Through a collaborative approach, support is 
delivered jointly with MONUSCO, WFP, OCHA, UNDP, UNFPA, WHO, FAO, UN-HABITAT, UN-
WOMEN and IOM among other agencies and NGOs. UNHCR leads the Protection Cluster, which 
coordinates the protection actors in their support of IDPs and other civilians. It also supports 
the coordination and management of IDP camps. Furthermore, UNHCR co-leads the Protection 
and Prevention component of the National Strategy on Sexual and Gender-Based Violence in 
DRC.  

In the field, assistance is delivered together with 12 partners: ADES, ADSSE, AIDES, AIRD, CNR, 
COOPI, FAO, INTERSOS, MIDEFEHOPF, SAVE CONGO, SAVE THE CHILDREN, SFCG and TSF.  

 

28 % received so far 
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MAIN ACTIVITIES 

Refugees from South Sudan  

 UNHCR calls on Government and MONUSCO to secure and protect refugees in the sites, to disarm combatants and 
separate them from civilians, to relocate them to DDR sites.  

 Refugees from South Sudan continued to arrive in DRC on a daily average of 200 people.  

 A joint mission AIRD, CNR, INTERSOS, UNHCR visited Sugba and Bangalu (Haut-Uele Province) on 26 November. 
Local authorities and refugee committees reported the presence of 9,958 refugees. Many had arrived in October.   

 At Meri site, Faradje Territory in Haut-Uele Province, a Government/UNHCR registration team has registered 8,782 
people biometrically. Only 621 refugees relocated from the border to the Biringi site.  

 9,962 people received food from the World Food Programme (WFP) in Dungu and Meri (Haut-Uélé province) as well 
as in Ingbokolo (Ituri province).   

 The relocation of refugees from border areas in Aru Territory (Ituri Province) advances slowly. The National 
Commission for Refugees, UNHCR and local authorities will increase sensitization.  

 Due to the volatile security situation in Doruma, Dungu Territory, relocation to Nambili site (Haut-Uele Province) 
remained on hold.  

 Diplomats and humanitarian affairs experts from a number of donor countries and institutions (Belgium, EU/ECHO, 
France, Germany, Sweden, UK, USA), jointly with DRC authorities, UNHCR, WFP and OCHA, assessed from 8 to 11 
November the situation of South Sudanese refugees in Aru.  

 Despite the increasing number of refugees near Doruma, UNHCR has no humanitarian access to them because of 
the attacks of LRA.  

Refugees from Burundi  

 Refugees from Burundi continued to arrive in DRC. In the Transit Centers, as of 30 November, 730 newly arrived 
refugees were waiting to be registered.  

 The number of newly registered Burundian refugees increased in the second semester, with 6,329 newly registered 
from July to November, compared to 4,477 registered during the first semester.  

 During the month of November, 1,105 Burundian refugees were biometrically registered in DRC. Not all of them 
were new arrivals, as 578 of these registrations were cases of regularization.  

 Refugees living with host communities are expected to request to be transferred to a camp. This is one of the 
conclusions from participatory assessments UNHCR conducted in November in South Kivu.  

 Water & sanitation: 416 latrine blocs and 228 shower blocks were built. 1,025 latrine blocks (75% coverage) and 655 
shower blocks (52% coverage) are now operational at the camp.  

 The campaign 16 Days of Activism against Sexual and Gender-based Violence was launched on November 25th both 
in Lusenda camp and in Kavimvira Transit Center with celebrations and sensitization activities involving refugees, 
authorities and humanitarians.  

 WFP food voucher distribution started during the third week of November. The vouchers worth 15 USD were 
distributed to 21,636 individuals, to purchase their monthly food ration. 

Refugees from Central African Republic  

 Due to insecurity in CAR, new arrivals into DRC continued. In November, 297 refugees (95 households) arrived in 
Libenge area. Another 83 refugees arrived Gbadolite area.  

 From January to November 2016, there were 4,345 new arrivals, 64 % of whom since June.  

 The biometric registration of Central African refugees living in host communities began on 13 November 2016 in 
Libenge Territory and Gemena (Sud Ubangi). 5,105 refugees were registered.  
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 Participatory Assessments were conducted in the four refugee camps in North and South Ubangi provinces (Inke, 
Bili, Mole and Boyabu) from 15 to 20 November. The assessments followed UNHCR’s Age, Gender and Diversity 
approach and will help to factor in refugees’ views into UNHCR’s response, also considering their capacities and 
their views on solutions.  

 The CAR response in DRC continued to be severely affected by underfunding. As a consequence, no non-food items 
were distributed, except for those given to new arrivals. Hygienic kits for women were not available.  

 On 25 November, the campaign 16 Days of Activism against Sexual and Gender-based Violence was launched. 
Opening ceremonies involved refugees and local and provincial authorities. They were followed by workshops, 
public debates and sensitization measures such as theatre plays.  

 In Boyabu camp / Libenge, 31 minors survivors of sexual violence were supported in order to reintegrate school. 27 
adult survivors were assisted with income-generating activities (IGA).  

Urban Refugees   

 A Socio-economic survey is currently taking place to assess the potential of urban refugees to integrate and become 
self-reliant.  

    

UNHCR is grateful for the generous contributions of donors who have given unearmarked and broadly earmarked 
contributions to UNHCR as well as the following donors who have directly contributed to the operation in 2016: 

Canada | CERF | Denmark | DRC Pooled Fund | European Union | Finland | France | Germany | Japan | Private 
Donors | Sweden | UNAIDS | UN Foundation | USA | Vodafone Foundation  
 

UNHCR Presence  

Staff: 

241 national staff 

  59 international staff 

  29 United Nations Volunteers  

    3 Consultants/Deployees  

Offices: 

15 offices located in: Aru, Bili,  

Bukavu, Bunia, Dungu, Gbadolite,  

Goma, Kalemie, Kindu, Kinshasa, 

Libenge, Lubumbashi, Mboko,  

Uvira and Zongo     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offices: 

15 offices located in: Aru, Bili, Bukavu, Bunia, Dungu, 

Gbadolite, Goma, Kalemie, Kindu, Kinshasa, 

Libenge, Lubumbashi, Mboko, Uvira and Zongo 

 
Contacts: 

Andreas Kirchhof, Senior Regional External Relations Officer, kirchhof@unhcr.org, Cell +243 81 700 94 84   

Simon Englebert Lubuku, Senior Public Information Associate, lubuku@unhcr.org, Cell +243 81 950 02 02  

UNHCR DRC Web Portal:   http://data.unhcr.org/drc/regional.php  

http://data.unhcr.org/drc/regional.php

