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Key Figures 

• 188,728 persons of concern to UNHCR, including 3,881 refugees, 8,044 asylum-seekers, 443 others of 
concern, and 176,360 Venezuelans displaced abroad. So far, no cases of coronavirus have been reported 
among refugees, asylum-seekers, others of concern and Venezuelans displaced in Argentina. 

• Funding: US$22.7 million are required for the operation in 2020, and it has only covered 12 per cent of the 
funds required for its operational needs. While seeking funds to carry out COVID-19 preventive measures and 
response activities, UNHCR stresses the need for support to be in addition to the existing critical funding 
requirements laid out in UNHCR’s regular Global Appeal for 2020. For the US$255 million appealed for 
UNHCR’s operations in affected countries by COVID-19 until the end of the year, as part of UN inter-agency 
Global Humanitarian Response Plan (GHRP), 88 per cent has been already funded or pledged, thanks to the 
generous and timely contributions of donors.  
 

Situational highlights   

• A total of 5,020 confirmed cases of coronavirus as of 06 May have been reported in Argentina and 264 
deaths, with local transmission cases already.  

• All staff in Argentina continue teleworking mode, complying with the sanitary restrictions imposed in the 
country. Partners continue providing remote assistance to refugees, asylum-seekers, Venezuelan displaced 
and others of concern in Buenos Aires, La Quiaca, Puerto Iguazú, Posadas and San Salvador de Jujuy.  

• Most analysts expect the nationwide lockdown – to expire on 10 May – to be extended for at least two 
more weeks, though provinces that have not recorded new cases for at least 10 days may have their 
restrictions loosened. Buenos Aires City and Buenos Aires Province remain Argentina's hardest-hit regions 
from the coronavirus pandemic, accounting for 63 percent of all Covid-19 infections recorded to date and almost 
70 percent of fatalities 

▪ Argentina is entering a crucial period this month for a precarious debt-restructuring process that will 
determine whether the country falls into default for a third time in just two decades. After months of 
negotiations, the government made a proposal in April to restructure $65 billion of its foreign debt. Argentina’s 
leaders are racing to win over wary creditors, who have already rejected the initial offer, with bankers and 
investors increasingly concerned that no deal will be reached. A default would hurt, even as Argentina 
grapples with recession, inflation and a major hit from the coronavirus outbreak that will likely cause a large 
economic contraction this year. 

▪ On 1 May, UNHCR issued a press release  drawing attention to the increasingly desperate situation of 
forcibly displaced people affected by the economic impact of COVID-19.  
 

UNHCR’s response 

• As of 4 May, UNHCR had provided advice to and referred for further assistance some 305 cases in 
Argentina, representing 757 refugees and migrants, since the set-up of remote assistance, via telephone 
calls, emails and/or WhatsApp. Unmet basic needs related to the payment of accommodations in which they 
reside informally and access to food, persists as the main specific protection need reported, followed by lack of 
legal documentation. 

• UNHCR continues providing cash assistance and shelter to the most vulnerable cases of refugees and 
migrants, especially in urban centres. Only in April UNHCR assistance in cash increased more than 200 
per cent (720 cases assisted) compared to March (223). 

• UNHCR held conversations with Banco Nación, Argentina’s bank with the biggest network across the 
country for the inclusion of refugees and migrants in the banking system, access to credit and 
microfinance for entrepreneurs. Opportunities of access to bank accounts were discussed as well as digital 
wallets. Further consultations will be held to ensure their inclusion. 

• UNHCR has started conversations with the World Bank in Argentina, to see the possibility of partnerships 
that could benefit refugees and migrants amidst the current crisis.  

• In light of an agreed in-kind regional soap bars donation of Unilever to UNHCR operations Americas, 
UNHCR is assessing soap needs in Argentina in order to equip shelters, day care centres, partners offices, 
and very likely government run centres that are dealing with refugees and migrants. 

• UNHCR is currently procuring 420 food kits to be distributed to LGBTQI refugees and migrants and food 
and supplies to support soup kitchens across the country serving refugees and migrants. 
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• Partner agency CAREF offered a psycho-social workshop for 10 people from the teams of Venezuelan 
community organizations that are acting as first responders to the emergency. This workshop closed the 
training started 15 days ago, and given the positive assessment of the pilot, it will be relaunched for other PoCs 
community organizations. 

• As part of UNHCR´s efforts to grant more visibility to the great difficulties that refugees and migrants face due 
to COVID-19 context, and also to highlight the efforts that the Argentinean government is putting in place to 
give concrete responses to this situation, the Regional Representative gave an interview to Argentinian 
news program TV Pública and recognized the good practice of Argentina on the possibility to remotely apply 
for refugee status. See interview: https://bit.ly/2W45bDu  

• UNHCR’s main donors have been kept informed on a weekly basis on UNHCR’s operational response 
to COVID-19 in Argentina. Direct contacts have been established already with BPRM Refugee Coordinator, 
the US Embassy, the EU Delegation, the Belgian Ambassador and the Finnish Ambassador to brief them on 
the current situation of asylum-seekers, refugees and other of concern to UNHCR in Argentina, particularly 
those who are on the streets and need access to shelter, food, humanitarian assistance and hygiene kits. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Special thanks to our donors who have provided earmarked funds for the Argentina Regional Office: 

European Union – USD 351,617 | Private donors Spain – USD 220, 507 |UN Programme on HIV/AIDS – 8,500| Miscellaneous private donors 

– USD 21,648 

Special thanks to the major donors who have provided softly earmarked funds in 2020 at global level 

Germany 38.2 million | United Kingdom 25 million | United States of America 14.8 million | Denmark 14.6 million | Canada 10.5 million |  

Liechtenstein | Morocco | Portugal | Slovakia | Private donors 

 

Thanks to other donors who have provided unearmarked funds in 2020 at global level 

Sweden 76.4 million | Norway 41.4 million | Netherlands 36.1 million | Denmark 34.6 million | United Kingdom 31.7 million | Germany 25.9 million 
| Private donors Spain 20 million | Switzerland 16.4 million | Private donors Republic of Korea 10.5 million  

Australia | Belgium | Bulgaria | Costa Rica | Estonia | Finland | Iceland | Indonesia | Ireland | Kuwait | Lithuania | Luxembourg | Malta | Monaco | 
Montenegro | New Zealand | Peru | Portugal | Qatar | Republic of Korea | Russian Federation | Saudi Arabia | Serbia | Singapore | Slovakia | 
South Africa | Sri Lanka | Thailand | Turkey | United Arab Emirates | Uruguay | Private donors 

https://bit.ly/2W45bDu

