
Regional activity highlights 

With over 1 million Syrian refugees in neighbouring 
countries, existing health facilities are overstretched 
and protection issues are arising. UNFPA country 
offices are working closely with partners to provide 
reproductive health services. UNFPA is also leading 
efforts to prevent and to respond to gender-based 
violence (GBV) and is coordinating inter-agency 
mechanisms.

• UNFPA Lebanon provided life-saving supplies 
to 48 primary health care centers and hospitals 
– including UNRWA service delivery points - 
between January and March 2013. These kits 
cover the reproductive health needs of 12600 
women, 12960 men, 698 children, as well as 135 
deliveries. They contain essential drugs, supplies 
and equipment to respond to different reproductive 
health needs including family planning, rape 
treatment, sexually transmitted infections 
treatment, normal delivery and obstetrical surgical 
interventions.

• In Jordan, UNFPA is directly supporting 
reproductive health services in 3 refugee camps 
and in urban settings through 3 mobile clinics and 
11 static clinics, by providing equipment, medication 
and trainings. 

UNFPA has also established five “Women safe 
spaces” in Za’atri camp, King Abdullah Park and 
Cyber city where activities are conducted as an 
entry point to address gender-based violence. 
Around 15,000 refugees benefit from these 
activities monthly. 

• In Turkey, UNFPA has provided an additional 
20,000 dignity kits to refugees were  distributed to 
new arrivals in the 14 camps set up by the Turkish 
authorities. The kits include sanitary napkins, soap, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste and other items helping 
refugees to maintain daily hygiene routines under 
the harsh conditions of camp life.

• In Iraq, UNFPA has opened a reproductive health 
clinic in Domiz camp in the Kurdistan region and 
is in the process of establishing a women’s centre 
and a youth centre. UNFPA is collaborating with 
partners to set up women’s support groups, as well 
as working with Youth Volunteer Peer Educators.
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As the conflict in Syria escalates, the 
UNFPA country office in Syria has 
launched a $12 million humanitarian 
response effort from January to 
June 2013 that targets women of 
child bearing age, including pregnant 
women and 50,000 young people, 
both girls and boys.

Out of the 4 million people who are in urgent 
need of humanitarian assistance within Syria, it is 
estimated that 1 million are women of reproductive 
age. 250,000 of these women are estimated to be 
pregnant.

Conflict puts these women at even higher risk: 
physical hardship and emotional trauma can cause 
childbirth complications and with an estimated 60-
70% of health facilities not being functional, health 
service delivery is severely affected. 

Within Syria, UNFPA is supporting the availability 
of and access to reproductive health services, 
including life-saving emergency obstetric care and 
provision of care via mobile medical teams. So far, 
UNFPA has provided life-saving support to around 
600,000 people residing in violence affected areas; 
this includes 10,000 assisted safe deliveries. In an 
innovative approach, reproductive health vouchers 
have been distributed to women for free reproductive 
health services, including emergency obstetric care. 
UNFPA is also providing dignity kits to women 
and girls which include personal hygiene supplies 
(sanitary napkins, soap, etc) and supports affected 
youth in basic health and reproductive health, 
psychological first aid and awareness-raising. 
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Against a hill of olive trees, thousands of tents are 
clustered together in a dash of white. But due to 
recent heavy rains, the whole area is swamped in mud. 
Around 4,500 internally displaced persons (IDPs), 
mostly women and children, live in the makeshift 
camp of Karameh in Syria’s North-western Idleb 
Province near the borders with Turkey. 

The first batch of life-saving UNPFA clean delivery and 
dignity kits has finally reached the area in mid-February, 
targeting about 6,000 people. This delivery comes 
as part of the first humanitarian assistance convoy 
organized by an UN Inter Agency convoy comprising 
UNHCR, WHO, UNICEF, WFP, UNFPA and led by 
OCHA, to provide urgently needed supplies. 

This is the first convoy of many to cover the needs 
of some 25,000 IDPs who have been living inharsh 
winter conditions for months in five camps on the 
Turkish borders. The camps are the final point for IDPs 
hoping to cross into Turkey.  

The situation is dire – people lack even the most basic 
of supplies. Insecurity and the difficulty of access 
have limited the delivery of assistance. Women and 
their children, who lost everything, are enduring harsh 
living conditions, including cold temperatures.

There are serious health concerns: the camp has one 
small pharmacy and one gynaecologist, providing 
basic health services for women in the three camps 
on a part-time basis. The pharmacist told UNFPA that 
all deliveries are referred to a private hospital in the 

Fatima lived in a rural 
area near Syria’s capital, 
Damascus. She led a 
quiet life until the conflict 
started 2 two years ago, 
when she and her four 
children had to flee to live 
in the rural area of Hama 
with her husband’s family. 
But a few months later, as 
the war was escalating, 

area, most of reproductive health drugs are missing 
and women are also asking for contraceptive pills.

In this convoy, UNFPA procured clean delivery kits 
which contain basic items to ensure hygienic deliveries, 
such as soap, plastic gloves and sheet, and a razor to 
cut a newborn’s umbilical cord. UNFPA is now planning 
to send on a second convoy sanitary napkins, additional 
clean delivery kits, reproductive health drugs and 
contraceptives to the other camps as well.    

The camp has only eight toilets, which is nowhere 
near enough to meet the needs of thousands of 
people. Women told UNFPA that they are afraid to use 
the toilets at night on their own especially with no 
lighting and that they have to bath in the tents, due to 
insecurity and lack of privacy and the poor condition of 
the sanitation facilities. 

“This joint relief convoy, involving 
eight UN agencies, demonstrates that 
outreach is possible from inside Syria,” 
said Radhouane Nouicer, the Regional Humanitarian 

Coordinator for Syria. “It encourages us to 
continue, to increase our efforts to reach 
more people in need across the country.”

By Raya Shukr, UNFPA Syria

A relief convoy reaches remote areas

Fatima’s host family 
advised her that they were 
no longer able to support 
her family as resources 
were becoming scarce.

Fatima had nowhere to 
go. She had heard about 
the camps in Idleb in the 
North East of Syria and 
thought that perhaps 

Lives displaced 

there should could get 
assistance and have a 
place to live for some time. 

Fatima and her children 
have now been living 
in Karameh camp for 3 
months. Life in the camp 
has been very difficult 
especially with the cold 
winter. Her children don’t 

go to school and she 
spends her days cleaning 
her tent. Women in 
the camp try to support 
each other as much as 
they can but they are 
all in constant needs of 
hygiene items. Fatima 
says it has been difficult 
to find sanitary napkins 
and she has not seen a 

gynaecologist in over 
two years.

Fatima’s days are filled 
with worries: 

Will she ever be able to 
go back home? What 
does her family’s future 
hold now that her 
husband is away? 
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