
 
 
European Union contributes EUR 1.3M for emergency reproductive health services in Iraq 
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17 August 2021; Baghdad, Iraq - The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) received EUR 
1.3 million euros from the European Union (EU) towards supporting emergency reproductive 
health services in hard-to-reach and secondary displacement areas in Iraq. 

Women and girls of reproductive age, including women with disabilities, in Anbar, Diyala, 
Kirkuk, Nineveh and Salahuddin governorates will benefit from the reproductive health 
services provided by UNFPA, such as gynaecological consultations, Emergency Obstetric and 
Neonatal Care (EmONC), family planning, maternal health and clinical management of rape. 

“The need for health services in the country have increased due to the ongoing movement of 
population and the pandemic, especially for woman and girls. This contribution is crucial. It 
provides life-saving reproductive health services to conflict-affected women in more than one 
governorate in Iraq,” said Christophe Reltien, the EU Humanitarian Aid Head of Office in Iraq.  

UNFPA Representative, Dr Rita Columbia, expressed her appreciation for the recent 
contribution: “We are extremely grateful for this renewed contribution from the EU. Women 
and girls in Iraq continue to face many challenges especially in terms of access to 
reproductive health services. The new funding will allow us to reach the most vulnerable 
communities in the rural areas and displaced communities, despite the exacerbated 
humanitarian crisis due to the COVID-19 pandemic.” 

The EU is a long-standing partner of UNFPA in Iraq and a strong advocate for the reproductive 
health and rights of women and girls. Since 2015, the EU has contributed EUR 19.7 million in 
support of UNFPA’s humanitarian interventions in camps and host communities and 
secondary displacement areas in Iraq. 

=== 

UNFPA, the United Nations Population Fund, delivers a world where every pregnancy is 
wanted, every childbirth is safe and every young person’s potential is fulfilled. 



 
 

For more information or media inquiries please contact:  Salwa Moussa, Communications 
Specialist, smoussa@unfpa.org - 009647809171035 

About EU Humanitarian Aid: 

The European Union and its Member States are the world's leading donor of humanitarian 
aid.  Relief assistance is an expression of European solidarity with people in need all around 
the world. It aims to save lives, prevent and alleviate human suffering, and safeguard the 
integrity and human dignity of populations affected by natural disasters and man-made 
crises. 

Through the European Commission’s Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations 
department, the European Union helps millions of victims of conflict and disasters every 
year. With headquarters in Brussels and a global network of field offices, the EU provides 
assistance to the most vulnerable people on the basis of humanitarian needs. 
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