
What is UNEP?
The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is the leading environmental 
authority in the UN system. UNEP uses its expertise to support a response to environmental 
challenges and opportunities at the country, regional and global levels.

Mission of UNEP’s Disasters and Conflicts Sub-programme
UNEP seeks to minimize the environmental threats to human well-being from the 
environmental causes and consequences of disasters and conflicts.

Since the start of the new millennium, natural hazards and major conflicts have directly 
affected some two billion people. Not only do these tragic events destroy lives and 
infrastructure, they also fundamentally undermine human security and tear apart the fabric 
of sustainable development.

Core services
Through its Disasters and Conflicts sub-programme, UNEP provides four main services to 
Member States:

1. Post-Crisis Environmental Assessments
UNEP mobilizes and coordinates the international emergency response and identification 
of acute environmental risks caused by conflicts, disasters and industrial accidents. Upon 
request from national governments, UNEP is also available to conduct detailed post-crisis 
environmental assessments based on fieldwork, laboratory analysis and state-of-the-art 
technology. These assessments identify major environmental risks to health, livelihoods 
and security and provide recommendations for national authorities, UN Country Teams 
and civil society organizations on addressing identified needs, investing in risk reduction 
and building back better.

2. Post-Crisis Environmental Recovery
Following an assessment, UNEP is available to assist national governments to address 
identified environmental needs and priorities. Environmental recovery programmes, which 
can last for several years, aim to strengthen the capacity of national and local government 
authorities, rehabilitate ecosystems, mitigate risks and ensure that resources are used 
sustainably within recovery and development processes.

3. Environmental Cooperation for Peacebuilding
Capitalizing on the shared need to manage natural resources for livelihoods, UNEP aims to 
use environmental cooperation to transform the risks of conflict over natural resources into 
opportunities for peace in war-torn societies, and to integrate environmental and natural 
resources issues within the peacebuilding policies and strategies of the UN.

4. Disaster Risk Reduction
Healthy ecosystems are the frontline of defense against a changing climate. The services 
they provide not only protect lives from natural hazards, they also support livelihoods and 
other crucial aspects of human well-being. UNEP provides decision-makers with sound 
information about disaster risk and works to catalyze a broad range of environmental 
actors to further reduce risks. UNEP works closely with the humanitarian community, 
focusing on regions vulnerable to disasters, migration and social instability.

Often cutting across these four areas are projects implemented through the Environment 
and Security Initiative (ENVSEC) partnership and by UNEP and the UN Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), through their Joint Environment Unit. 

The sub-programme
From the Balkans to Afghanistan, 
Lebanon, Sudan and Haiti, UNEP 
has responded to crisis situations in 
more than 40 countries since 1999, 
delivering world-class environmental 
expertise to national governments and 
partners in the UN family.

In response to increased global 
awareness of the environmental 
dimensions of crises, and to growing 
demand for the services that address 
them, UNEP has identified “disasters and 
conflicts” as one of its six priority areas.

UNEP’s Post-Conflict and Disaster 
Management Branch coordinates the 
theme.

Key facts
l 75+ staff involved in conflict and 

disaster management across the 
organization

l Sub-programme is coordinated 
from Geneva, Switzerland

l Country project offices in:
– Kabul and Bamiyan, Afghanistan
– Khartoum, Nyala and  

El Fasher, Sudan
– Juba, South Sudan
– Port Harcourt, Nigeria
– Kinshasa, DR Congo
– Port Salut, Haiti

l Since 1999, the Disasters and 
Conflicts sub-programme has 
raised over USD 150 million to 
support its operations
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UNEP Disasters and Conflicts 
operations (1999-2012)

Current projects in:
l Afghanistan
l DR Congo
l Haiti
l Nigeria
l Sierra Leone
l Sudan
l South Sudan
l Central Asia, Eastern Europe, South-Eastern 

Europe, Southern Caucasus (ENVSEC) 

Past projects include:
l Albania
l Bosnia and Herzegovina
l Central African Republic
l Côte d’Ivoire
l Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
l Indonesia
l Iraq
l Kosovo
l Lebanon
l Liberia
l Maldives
l Myanmar
l Occupied Palestinian Territory
l People’s Republic of China
l Rwanda
l Serbia
l Somalia
l Sri Lanka
l Ukraine

Sub-programme highlights
l UNEP’s 10-year presence in Afghanistan has created a lasting foundation for 

environmental management and sustainable development in the country. The 
programme has surprised many observers by its record of success and lasting 
commitment in the most difficult of circumstances.

l Following a comprehensive post-conflict environmental assessment completed 
in 2007, UNEP established an environmental recovery programme in Sudan, 
focusing on capacity-building and effective management of natural resources, 
primarily water and forestry, to help build community resilience, address 
poverty issues and support peacebuilding in the region.

l Recent major environmental assessments include a study of oil-impacted sites in 
Ogoniland, in the Niger Delta, and a national-scale assessment covering environment 
and ecosystems, natural hazards, climate change impacts and associated social 
linkages, such as poverty, health, migration and conflict in DR Congo.

l UNEP has provided technical assistance on environmental matters to 
the Government of Haiti and the UN Country Team since 2009. UNEP is 
continuing to support the people of Haiti through the Côte Sud Initiative and 
other targeted interventions aimed at mitigating further environmental risk and 
ensure long-term sustainable recovery.

Key partners
UNEP’s Disasters and Conflicts sub-programme has established partnerships with 
a wide range of international and national actors, including:

l UN agencies and bodies such as the UN Peacebuilding Commission, the 
European Commission, the World Bank and ICRAF

l UNEP’s ENVSEC partners – Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE), Regional Environmental Centre for Central and Eastern Europe (REC), 
UN Development Programme (UNDP), UN Economic Commission for Europe 
(UNECE), and North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) as an associated partner

l Academic and research institutions such as the Earth Institute at Columbia 
University, the Environmental Law Institute, Adelphi Research, Peace Research 
Institute of Oslo, and numerous national universities

l Major non-governmental organizations such as IUCN, WWF and IISD
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