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The analysis and recommendations regarding the policies indicated in this report do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP).

This document has been printed with the support of the European Union and does not 
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Introduction

In the context of its work within the media component, the UNDP “Strengthening Civil 
Peace in Lebanon” project, funded by the European Union, gathered the decision mak-
ers in the print and audio-visual media outlets and websites, from various political 
affiliations, to discuss the role of the media in the promotion of civil peace and on how 
to employ this role at both the local and national levels. The project has been organiz-
ing, since 2007, workshops for the capacity building of media professionals and for the 
provision of analytical means that would render their media products more objective 
and accurate. 
Accordingly, a meeting has been held between the UN Resident Coordinator Mr. Robert 
Watkins and the Minister of Information Mr. Walid Daouk to discuss the work related 
to the consolidation of the role of the media in strengthening civil peace. Minister of 
Information showed great interest in the subject. 
Within this framework, the project decided to work on the elaboration of the “Journal-
ists’ Pact for Strengthening Civil Peace in Lebanon” so as to highlight the importance 
of the media and its role in strengthening civil peace in Lebanon. 
It is worth noting that the UNDP “Strengthening Civil Peace in Lebanon” project took 
rather an unconventional approach in selecting the editors-in-chief adopting a long-
term participatory approach, ensuring their full involvement and engagement in the 
process. In this regard, the project visited 34 directors/chairman of board of every me-
dia institution in Lebanon to get them involved in the process, discuss with them their 
opinion regarding the pact and benefit from their comments for the elaboration of the 
draft. The project also asked them to appoint a media focal point in relation to the ini-
tiative.
21 editors-in-chief and representatives from various media outlets sat together on 
March 7th 2013, to discuss the content of the “Journalists’ Pact for Strengthening Civil 
Peace in Lebanon” which has been elaborated in direct consultation with them aim-
ing at strengthening civil peace in Lebanon. The discussion session which was orga-
nized under the auspices of the Ministry of Information, was an opportunity for the 
editors-in-chief to share freely their views on the first draft of the Journalists’ Pact. 
The participants discussed their observations on the articles of the Pact while working 
in groups: TV, radio, newspapers, and websites.
Following the consultations and based on the recommendations of the editors-in-chief 
on the pact’s content, the editors-in-chief reviewed several times different versions of 
the pact, adding their comments leading to the final version.
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First: Preamble

Reaffirming the fact that the Lebanese media’s leading and responsible role in reject-
ing discrimination and promoting civil peace is fulfilled when the truth is told with 
utmost credibility and accuracy that allow professionalism in a working environment 
built on independence, freedom, and social responsibility, 

Believing in the vital contribution of the honest word and the objective opinion in de-
veloping the society and consolidating national unity and coexistence in a spirit of 
respect to the right of being different and having a different opinion, as inspired by the 
responsibility of the media established on the professional principles, values, ethics, 
and conduct of persons working in both audiovisual media and press, including the 
electronic media, 

Recognizing that, in view of the political, economic, and social changes witnessed on 
the local, Arab, and international scene, and the fast multimedia advances in the fields 
of journalism and communication, it has become incumbent upon the Lebanese media 
to establish a Journalists’ Pact in order to promote the media contribution for strength-
ening civil peace in Lebanon by building the bridge of credibility and trustworthiness 
between the Lebanese media and the public and reflecting the reality with national 
and social responsibility; 

Equally, given the ever-expanding role of social media in broadcasting news and the 
rising phenomenon of “citizen journalism”, it has become necessary to draft the guid-
ing principles for the social media in order to strengthen civil peace in Lebanon, 

Seeking to implement the provisions of the Lebanese Constitution preamble and Arti-
cle 13 regarding the respect of public freedoms, with a particular focus on the freedom 
of opinion and belief as per the applicable laws, and to meet the commitments made 
under UN instruments, essentially the UN Declaration of Human Rights, and in keep-
ing with all the aforementioned, 

This Journalists’ Pact was drafted to reflect, in its articles and implementation, the 
spirit of the present preamble and binding reasons. 
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Second: Guiding Principles 

The present Pact follows the media and 
press principles and ethics established by 
regional and international media institu-
tions and consulted in the references of 
this Pact. 

The aforesaid principles include: 

A. Media Ethics: 

1. The freedom of expression and com-
munication 

2. The right of public access to informa-
tion 

3. The right of the journalists to obey 
their human and professional con-
science 

B. Duties of the journalist and media in-
stitutions: 

1. Ensure accuracy, respond and read-
just 

2. Discern facts, comments, and opin-
ions 

3. Respect personal privacy 
4. Protect information sources 
5. Avoid bias and discrimination 

6. Cultivate objectivity and fairness 
7. Avoid bribery and conflicts of interest 

C. Media professionalism and ethics re-
quire the following: 

4. Compliance with the basic principles 
of media: a. Accuracy over speed; b. 
Fairness over provocation; c. Telling 
the public the truth is the actual goal. 

5. Fairness: The coverage of an event 
shall not result in any psychological, 
ethical, or physical harm. 

6. Neutrality1: Maintain equal footing 
with all parties. 

7. Accuracy: Avoid all types of mistakes. 
8. Balance: Provide equal opportunities 

to all parties involved in the covered 
event. 

9. Equal opportunities: Select the par-
ties’ best arguments. 

10. Impartiality: Separate facts from 
opinions. 

11. Context-awareness: Link the part to 
the whole and the private to the pub-
lic. 

1 Excluding matters related to the Arab-Israeli conflict and the Lebanon-Israel hostility. 
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Third: Articles of the Pact 

Article 1

Journalists shall respect the rule of law and handle issues related to the security and 
stability of the country or constitutional constants with personal, corporate, and na-
tional responsibility. They shall reject the supremacy of personal interests over public 
interest, or the inappropriate use of any media institution, when handling security or 
judicial issues, if likely to jeopardize the security or breach the national unity. 

Article 2

Journalists shall commit to strengthen national unity and coexistence, respect reli-
gions, refrain from instigating sectarian or confessional strife, and reject violent dis-
obedience movements, crime and abasement. 

Article 3

The Lebanese media shall reject racial discrimination and refrain from directly or indi-
rectly offending the dignity of people, and from interfering in their personal or private 
matters or marring them. 

Article 4

The Lebanese media shall act with professionalism and social responsibility when 
broadcasting a live coverage of events, violent scenes, or the immediate reaction and 
behavior of journalists that may influence the public opinion. 

Article 5 

Journalists shall ensure that the families of the victims and the injured- prior to an-
nouncing their names- have already been informed of the event. They shall use multi-
ple reliable sources to confirm the identities of the victims together with the relevant 
authorities, and handle the information related to the victims with accuracy, clarity 
and appropriateness. Journalists shall take into account the feelings of the victims’ 
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families and those of the citizens in general when transmitting any footage or voice 
recordings of the victims. These images or voice recordings shall not be used to serve 
any purposes other than the truth. 

Article 6

Journalists shall safeguard their right to obtain -from various sources-, analyze, pub-
lish, and comment on information, news and statistics that are of prime importance 
to the citizens. They shall also safeguard their right not to disclose the source of confi-
dential news as such disclosure would expose the source to danger, or silence it grad-
ually or completely, thus lead to a weaker flow of information in the future. 

Article 7

Journalists shall refrain from resorting to illegal means in order to obtain news, pic-
tures, documents or other pieces of information. They shall preserve the confidential-
ity of the sources, unless otherwise required in cases that threaten national security. 
Unsupported slander or accusation is considered a blatant breach of the profession 
ethics; consequently, any information proved wrong shall always be corrected. 

Article 8

Journalists shall refrain from publishing off-the-record information while keeping the 
use of this information informally is possible upon verification of its accuracy and re-
liability or publication without indicating the source. 

Article 9

Journalists shall apply the highest levels of objectivity when “associating” published 
materials to their sources and mentioning the source of every piece of information. 
“Associating” information to unidentified sources shall not be allowed unless in cases 
where access to information is otherwise impossible. 

Article 10

Journalists shall commit to applying accuracy and objectivity in the drafting, editing, 
directing, and diffusion of information, documents, images, and scenes on all subjects 
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related to the press and to the audiovisual and electronic media, without distorting the 
facts. 

Article 11

Journalists shall regulate the tone used in newspapers editorials, TV and radio break-
ing news, in addition to talk shows of the audiovisual media, in compliance with the 
principles and basics of journalism. Journalists shall also refrain from spreading a 
spirit of violence and strife. 

Article 12

Media institutions shall commit to presenting news and programs related to parlia-
mentary, municipal, union, or student elections with fairness, equality, and impar-
tiality, and with the highest level of justice in order to give equal opportunities to all 
candidates. They shall also commit to educating citizens on democracy and elections 
through the dissemination of information on elections and their importance in dem-
ocratic systems, the principles and standards of holding elections, as well as the role, 
rights, and duties of the voter. 

Article 13

Media institutions shall avoid making mistakes or using expressions of libel, slander, 
defamation, discrimination, or bias (except from matters related to the Arab-Israeli 
conflict). They shall ensure the delivery of the information to the public in an objective, 
reliable and clear way that safeguards the authenticity, accuracy, and credibility of the 
information as well as the transparency of its sources following the provisions of the 
Constitution, the law and the intellectual property rights that reflect the civilized as-
pect of Lebanon. 

Article 14

In the context of strengthening civil peace in Lebanon, Lebanese media institutions 
and their staff shall emphasize, promote, and encourage the initiatives, projects, and 
activities started by individuals or organizations to reject violence and discrimination 
and strengthen civil peace in Lebanon. This can be achieved by allocating ample time 
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and space to shed light on issues that bring the Lebanese citizens together, and focus 
on values and morals that all religious communities agree upon, such as respect for 
the homeland. Media institutions shall carefully select the guests that they host and 
the writers that they recruit, as these shall enjoy a decent level of thinking and a high 
spirit of citizenship. 

Article 15

Journalists who supervise the content of news bulletins and political programs in the 
audiovisual media, the press, and the electronic media shall commit to applying per-
sonal and corporate responsibility and complying with professional principles and 
values, as well as relevant codes of conduct and management policies. 

Article 16

News anchors and presenters of political programs shall enjoy a high level of neutral-
ity and professionalism and shall refrain from blatantly and provocatively showing 
their personal political position by practicing self-censorship in their work. 

Article 17

A journalist shall not use his/her position to promote or support any idea that directly 
or indirectly serves any political side. A journalist shall always be aware that his/her 
personal opinions that he/she posts on social media websites do not reflect the opin-
ion of the media institution to which he/she belongs. 

Article 18

A journalist shall be fully aware of his/her responsibility for professional mistakes that 
result in material or moral damage to third parties. Therefore, practicing journalism 
in a way that contradicts the applicable laws and regulations is considered a violation 
of the professional duties and a breach of its ethics and rules, hence the subjection of 
violators to legal accountability.
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Fourth: Implementation 

The implementation of the present Journalists’ Pact for Strengthening Civil Peace in 
Lebanon calls for: 

1. The commitment of media institutions that contributed to the drafting of the pact 
by submitting written comments and participating in discussion sessions. 

2. The commitment of media institutions to the Audiovisual Media Law, the Press 
Law, and other applicable laws. 

3. The support of the Ministry of Information, the National Council for Audiovisual 
Media, the Press Syndicate, and Editors’ Syndicate to the implementation efforts. 
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European Union, and distributed along with “Annahar” and “Assafir” newspapers in 
December 2012. 

8. The Guide to Protecting the Young Public Opinion in Audiovisual Media, Morocco, 
2001. 

9. EU Code of Ethics for Journalists. 
10. BBC Consolidated Editorial Principles and Guidelines.
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Newspapers TVs Radio Stations Websites

Annahar Tele Liban Sawt lebnen Ashrafieh National News Agency

Assafir Future TV Radio Liban Al Markazia

Al Mustaqbal LBCI Radio Orient Lebanon Files

Al Akhbar NBN Sawt el shaab El Nashra

Al Joumhouria OTV Radio Liban Libre Now Lebanon

Addiyar Al Jadeed TV Sawt Lebnen Dbayeh El Modon Electronic Newspaper

Al Balad MTV Sawt el mada

L’Orient-Le Jour Al Manar TV El Nour Station

The Daily Star

Al Anwar

El Shark

Aliwaa

 

National Council for Audiovisual

Press syndicate

Editors’ syndicate

Participating Media Outlets



The UNDP “Peace Building in Lebanon” project aimed 
since 2007 at enhancing mutual understanding and social 
cohesion in a participatory approach with youth, educators, 
media, NGOs, municipal council members and mukhtars 
and local leaders.

In response to the repercussions of the Syrian crisis on 
Lebanon and in order to alleviate the growing tensions in 
the country, the project works on enhancing the capacities 
of different society groups from local leaders to educators, 
media and civil society, on crisis management, peace 
building and conflict resolution.

The project supports these groups in developing both 
medium and long-term strategies for peace building.

For more information:
Peace Building in Lebanon Project
Arab African International Bank Building
Riad El Solh Street
Nejmeh, Beirut - Lebanon 
Telephone: 01- 980 583 or 70-119160
www.lb.undp.org


