
UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 

 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

###  ###  ### 
 
UNDP is the leading United Nations organization fighting to end the injustice of poverty, inequality, and climate change. 
Working with our broad network of experts and partners in 170 countries, we help nations to build integrated, lasting 
solutions for people and planet. Learn more at iq.undp.org or follow us at @UNDPinIraq  
 
 
United Nations Compound, International zone, Baghdad, Iraq | www.iq.undp.org  

  

UNDP Iraq launches handbook on citizen journalism to promote 
social cohesion as part of young media professionals program  

 

Baghdad, Iraq, 20 June 2021 – The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in 
Iraq has released a handbook on citizen journalism following an intensive training program 
for young media professionals on various topics including citizen journalism tools, ethical 
journalism, and conflict-sensitive reporting to promote social cohesion in Iraq.  The Media 
and Advocacy component of UNDP Iraq’s Social Cohesion Programme seeks to promote 
unity between societal groups through use of social media platforms, nation-wide 
competitions, media stories, and the training and capacity building of media professionals 
in general, with a focus on youth. 
 
The Use of Citizen Journalism Tools to Promote Social Cohesion is a handbook designed 
for young media professionals, students, and academics as a reference point for citizen 
journalism tools, helping to facilitate the creation of products that contribute to positive, 
solutions-oriented journalism in Iraq. Available online, copies of the handbook will also be 
distributed to media faculties, students, and media professionals in Arabic and Kurdish.  
 
Launched in December 2020, UNDP Iraq’s Citizen Journalism Project encourages and 
supports 120 young Iraqi journalists, bloggers, and social media activists from 
Baghdad, Anbar, Ninewa, Salah al-Din, Diyala, Dhi Qar, Najaf, Karbala and the Kurdistan 
Region, implemented in partnership with Tammuz Organization for Social Development 
and Sabaq Center for Media Development.  
 
The second phase of the citizen journalism project will include roundtable discussions for 
media representatives on the media landscape in Iraq and a short film contest related to 
social cohesion and diversity in Iraqi communities. These activities will complement the 
online platform Diversity (or “Tanawo3” in Arabic) launched collectively by participants 
to share their stories, photographs and videos related to peacebuilding and community 
cohesion in Iraq. 
 
UNDP Iraq Resident Representative Zena Ali Ahmad states, “With a media landscape that 
is constantly shifting toward a greater focus on online journalism, supporting Iraq’s citizen 
journalists is vital to ensuring well-rounded and informed reporting. With the launch of this 
handbook and platform, all Iraqis can participate in sharing stories from their diverse 
communities. We are grateful to the Government of Denmark for their support in funding 
this important initiative.”   
 

https://tanoua.com/view.php?cat=143
https://tanoua.com/index.php?fbclid=IwAR0PfT2ZhrX4lZqiOwS_3Nz1lFx-vvErZNub8aNJIwgSPe6nOwwV5fu_BGA


In 2020, UNDP Iraq launched a dedicated five-year Social Cohesion Programme to 
promote stronger, peaceful, and more cohesive communities in all areas of Iraq, and 
working with media and citizen journalism is identified as one of the key priority areas 
under this programme.  
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