
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

EU-funded programme launched in Iraq 

to support recovery and stability through local development 

 

Basra, 28 March 2019 – The European Union (EU), the United Nations Development Programme 

(UNDP), and the UN Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) continue to work together to 

help the people of Iraq in their pursuit of recovery and stability. On 28 March 2019, representatives 

of federal and local authorities, community leaders, non-governmental organizations, businesses, 

academia, as well as implementing partners, gathered in the city of Basra, South of Iraq, to launch 

a new programme. 

 

With EU funding of €47.5 million over 4 years, the programme aims at supporting the 

implementation of local priority actions, derived from the Provincial Development Plans and the 

Sustainable Energy Action Plans developed under the Local Area Development Programme (LADP 

II), that address the top priorities of each governorate and pilot ways to translate policy into 

practice. In addition, supporting the decentralization of powers from central to local authorities, 

including through the development of institutional capacities, the optimization of revenue 

generation systems, peer-to-peer partnerships with EU local authorities, the empowerment of civil 

society to advocate for local development causes, mobilization of additional resources, and 

improvement of donor coordination will be part of the activities. 

 

Minister of Planning at the Federal Government of Iraq, Dr. Nouri Al Dulaimi, said: “Iraqi 

communities are eager to recover after years of conflict and instability. And, we are doing our utmost 

to address their needs. Development at the local level is a step in the right direction. We are grateful 

that the EU, UNDP and UN-Habitat stand right by us in this difficult time.” 

 

Governor of Basra, Mr. Asaad Al Eidani, stated: “The people of Basra and other governorates across 

our country have rightful demands. They need adequate public services, plenty of jobs, and all the 

help they can get to build a better life for them and their children. We are committed to working 

closely with our government, local communities, and partners to maximize the impact of this new 

EU-funded programme and may be replicate with our own funds.” 

 

Head of the EU Delegation to the Republic of Iraq, H.E. Ambassador Ramon Blecua, said: “The 

European Union is strongly committed to assist the Government of Iraq in its efforts to shape a more 

inclusive and accountable local development. This new EU-funded program will ensure better services 

and livelihoods opportunities for the Iraqi population, responding to the urgent needs affecting Basra 

and other Governorates across the country.'' 

 

 

This project is funded by 
the European Union 



 

 

Deputy Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General, Resident Coordinator and 

Humanitarian Coordinator, Ms. Marta Ruedas, reiterated: “Creating job opportunities, improving 

living conditions, upgrading public services, and integrating eco-friendly practices are some of our 

top priorities when it comes to local development in Iraq. Women and youth are an integral part in 

this process. The EU support represents a lifeline for communities struggling to make ends meet, as 

well as to promote good governance at the local level.” 

 

Head of UN-Habitat Iraq, a.i., Ms. Yuko Otsuki, thanked the European Union for its generous 

contribution to the urban recovery in Iraq, and stated: “UN-Habitat will implement priority urban 

recovery activities, such as the rehabilitation of housing, schools, and public spaces, repairs to 

secondary infrastructure, job creation, skill enhancement, and revenue generation.” Ms. Otsuki 

assured that UN-Habitat is committed to continue working, to promote recovery, resilience and 

reconstruction in Iraq. 

 

The programme will help the Government of Iraq to strengthen the efficiency of the country’s 

institutions and renew the social contract between citizens and the state. It revolves around 

improving the ability of selected governorates to efficiently manage local government and public 

services. Economic growth and job creation are prioritized, with a focus on green projects involving 

youth and women, in addition to enhancing the living conditions of returnees and in conflict 

affected areas.  

 

Building upon the momentum created by the recently concluded LADP II, the programme will be 

implemented in the following nine Governorates: Anbar, Basra, Duhok, Erbil, Missan, Ninewah, 

Salah al-Din, Sulaimaniyah, and Thi Qar.  

 

*** 

The programme fact sheet can be downloaded through this link: https://bit.ly/2Wlw17e. 

 
 
For additional information, please contact: 
 
UNDP Iraq 

Ms. Nidaa Hilal, Senior Communications Specialist 

Email: nidaa.hilal@undp.org  

Mob: +964 751 745 0799 

 
 

UN-Habitat Iraq 

Mr. Alan Miran, Communication Associate 

Email: alan.miran@un.org   

Mob: +964 750 342 7036 

unhabitat.org/iraq  

 

The EU Delegation to the Republic of Iraq 

Mr. Alsadiq Al Adilee, Press and Information Officer    

Email:  Alsadiq.Al-Adilee@eeas.europa.eu                

Mob: +964 780 928 5377 

 eeas.europa.eu/delegations/iraq 

 facebook.com/EUinIraq 
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###  ###  ### 

 
UNDP partners with people at all levels of society to help build nations that can withstand crisis, and drive and sustain the kind of 

growth that improves the quality of life for everyone. On the ground in more than 170 countries and territories, we offer global 
perspective and local insight to help empower lives and build resilient nations. 

http://www.twitter.com/euambIraq

