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Increased resources urgently needed to accelerate AIDS response in Myanmar  
 
High-level delegation notes progress, urges need for continued leadership, supportive legal 
environment and public information  
 
Yangon, 22 May 2012 — A high-level United Nations delegation, including the United Nations 
Secretary-General’s Special Envoy on HIV/AIDS in Asia and the Pacific, Dr. Nafis Sadik, called 
for an urgent and rapid increase in resources for AIDS programmes in Myanmar to ensure 
sustained and focused services for people living with HIV as well as key communities most 
affected by the virus. 
 
―Investment on AIDS in Myanmar needs to increase dramatically from international sources to 
assist those who are living with HIV and to prevent more people becoming infected,‖ said Dr. 
Sadik, on the final day of a week-long official visit to Myanmar. 
 
 ―At the same time, increased government budget allocation to AIDS work is also needed. 
Furthermore, laws, policies and programmes that block access to services for people living with 
and most affected by HIV need to be revised and removed. Only this will enable the provision of 
effective and sustainable prevention and treatment services,‖ she added. 
 
During the seven-day visit, which started on 12 May 2012, Dr. Sadik, along with Mr. Steve Kraus, 
Director of the UNAIDS Regional Support Team for Asia and Pacific and Mr. Clifton Cortez, the 
UNDP Asia Pacific Regional Practice Leader for HIV, Health and Development, met with the 
Vice-President H.E. Dr. Sai Mauk Kham; Minister of Health, H.E. Prof. Pe Thet Khin; Minister of 
Labour, Social Welfare and Relief and Resettlement, H.E. U Aung Kyi; Attorney-General, Dr. Tun 
Shin; Dr. Kyaw Myint, Chair of Pyithu Hluttaw Committee on Health Promotion and U Maung 
Maung Swe, Chair of Pyithu Hluttaw Committee on Population and Social Development; senior 
officials, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, other networks of people living with HIV and civil society 
representatives to discuss AIDS related issues in Myanmar. 
 
Vice-President H.E. Dr. Sai Mauk Kham underlined the government’s commitment to addressing 
HIV in the country: ―HIV, TB and malaria are prominent public health problems in Myanmar―, he 
said. ―The government is working in close collaboration with the UN, non-governmental 
organizations, local freelance philanthropic organizations and civil society in its response to HIV‖.  
 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi expressed her concern about reduced funding for treatment and 
prevention and stressed the importance of a sustained, well-managed response to AIDS in 
Myanmar: ―All the work needs to be closely monitored to assure accountability,‖ she stressed. 
She also highlighted the ―importance of openness and compassion in government and the 
community, as well as the role of community organizations‖ in the provision of AIDS prevention 
and care programmes. 
 
The UN delegation noted that Myanmar has made progress in its national AIDS response despite 
limited resources. HIV prevalence among all key populations has begun to decline and the 
number of people receiving anti-retroviral treatment has grown substantially. However, the 
delegation also noted with concern that two thirds of people living with HIV do not have access to 



life-saving treatment, and available financial resources for AIDS in the country are expected to 
decline this year. 
 
 ―If additional resources are not made available for, and within, Myanmar, even the gains of the 
past years will be lost, and the badly needed scale-up of services will not happen,‖ stated 
UNAIDS Director, Steve Kraus. 
 
Increased partnership; increased impact 
 
During her visit, Dr. Sadik spoke at the inauguration of the Business Community Charter on AIDS, 
which seeks to mobilize the business sector to actively participate in national AIDS response.  
―This sets a good example of private sector involvement in the HIV response. The nature of the 
HIV epidemic requires that all sectors contribute to the response, and this includes business and 
media‖, said Dr Sadik.  
 
Dr Sadik and her delegation had a number of constructive discussions with Members of 
Parliament. Necessary review of laws, policies and practices that block access to services for 
people living with HIV and people from key communities at risk was highlighted as a key area for 
ongoing focus.  
 
―We welcome positive changes in the political environment, and members of parliament have a 
key role to play in legislative review and reform, and in improving the enabling environment for 
the HIV response,‖ said Clifton Cortez of UNDP.  
 
Throughout the week-long mission, Dr Sadik and the delegation underlined that people living with 
HIV and communities most affected by HIV need to be involved at the heart of all efforts – in the 
planning, design and implementation of AIDS programmes. 
 
―People living with and affected by HIV know better than anyone else what works and how to get 
the best impact – and they are ready and willing to work in close collaboration with government 
and other partners to ensure the greatest results.‖ said Myo Thant Aung, Chair of the Myanmar 
Positive Group, the national network for people living with HIV in Myanmar.   
 
―The United Nations agencies in Myanmar are ready to provide additional coordinated technical 
support to partners in country in implementing the national strategy,‖ said Mr. Ashok Nigam, UN 
Resident Coordinator in Myanmar.  
 
As of 2011, there were an estimated 216,000 people living with HIV in Myanmar.  According to 
the 2011 HIV Sentinel Surveillance data, HIV prevalence among female sex workers was 9.4%, 
among people who inject drugs 21.9%, among men who have sex with men 7.8%, and among 
pregnant women attending antenatal care services 0.9%. More than 40,000 adults and children 
receive antiretroviral treatment, but it is estimated that over 120,000 people are in need of 
treatment.  
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